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with the inexhaustible means of extendine; our commercia! and
our military marine.” .

We believe there is a good deal of truth in the following
remaiks :

«Of all the unformed, unfinished public establishments in
Canada, it has always appeare! to ‘me that the Crown Lands
department, and the Board of Works, are pre-eminent. One
costs more ts manage the funds it raises than the funds amount
to; and the other was for several years a mere political job.
No very emineut civil engineer could have afforded to devote
his time and talents to it. as he must have been constantly ex-
posed to be turned out of office by caprice or cupidity. Ido
not kaow how it is now managed, but the political jubbing is,
I believe, at an end, as the same persou presides over the
office who held it when it was in very bad odour. This gen-
tleman must, however, be quite adequate to the office, as some
of the public works are magnificent ; but I cannot go so far as
to say that one must approve of all. The St. Lawrence Canal
has cost the best part of a millior, is useless in time of war,
and a mere foil at all times to the Rideau navigation, which the
British government constructed free of any provincial funds.
The timber slides on the Trent are so much money put into
the timber-merchants’ pockets, to the exireme detriment of
the neighboring settlers, whose lands have been swept of every
available stick by the lawless hordes of woodcutters engaged
to furnish this work ; and wha, living in the forest, were be-
yond the reach of justice or of reason. destroying more trees
than they could carry away, and defying, gun and axe in
hand, the peaceable proprictors.

« It was intended, befire the rebellion broke out. to render
the river Trent navigable by a splendid canal, which would
have opened the finest lands in Canada for hundreds of miles,
and eventually have connected Lake Huron with Lazke Ontario.
A large sum of moncy was expended on it before the Board
of Works was constituted. and an experienced clerk of works,
fresh from the Rideau Canal, was chosen . superinten ; but the
troubles commenced, and the money was wanted elsewhere.”

He is sceptical enough to doubt the cflects of lunar influence
upon the tides.

« These great seas of Canada have often engaged my
thoughts. Tideless, they flow ever onward, to keep up the
level of the vast Ailantic, and in themselves are oceans. How
is it that the moon, that enormous blister-plaster, does not
raise them 7 Simply because there is some hitle error in the
very accurate computations which give all the regulations of
tidal waters to lunar influences.

“ Barlow, one of the mathematical master-spirits of the age,
was bold enough once to doubt this ¥ast power of suction on
the part of the ruler of the night; and there were certain



