'-"'A GLIMPSE AT THE PERSONALITY AND“

E -goncerning _Helen Keller.

r famous,
many letters and other writmgs drew wide -
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* ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF - HELEN -
' KELLER, THE DEAF-AND 'DUMB
' AND BLIND' GIRL ‘

: (‘Silver Link ;)

’ Every one who reads knows something ot.

the fascinating story of Helen Keller's life.

. When Helen was six and a half years old—

she is now sixteen—a teacher went. to the

Alabama home of this thrice afflicted little
one, and by love and infinite patience made -

the beginnings of an education.” The quick
brain and loving, spirit of the child centrod
turther public mterest upon her after her ar-
rival in Boston, and her rapid progress in

‘the realms of knowledge has heen watched
w1th amazement and delight by the Whole N

world Such an intelligence as Helen ma.ni-
fested would be accounted phenomenal in an *
ordinary -person, and when one considers
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that all. teachings must reach her through
the double wall§ of her deprivations, her ac-

' complishments appear nothmg short of mir-
- e

aculous.

Helen Keller's bnght saymgs, keen ques-
tionmgs and beautltul ‘deeds soon beécame
The grace .and elegance of her

aftention. Additional interest was created by
her outreac«hmgs after a Knowledge of God

) or more correctly speaking, after the inde.

finable Something ~that- .was realized only
when she found God.

"Of the Helen Keller of the pa.st there’ is
not now opportunity to speak. To-day-she

‘ Isa winsome, companionable, cultured young
. woman; ‘none more s0. - A preiimmary ex-

amination in English, French,. German, and

- history, identical with- that requircd for en-

tra.nce into- Harvard College, she already has

passed most creditably Helen’s w1de and in-

timate acquaintance with the best literatule

+of the world accounts for ker ‘remarkable
) proﬁciency in  this branch of study.
: h.as read nothing but the good but thh that

-She

she is penectly familiar.
*There" have been many errcrs prevalent
One is that sho

;vHelen speaks
E fnown better, I nyself- -had half a noticn .
that I should have. to ‘talk down’ to’ her
Two mmutes in her pres-‘
ence banisned that idea. Her we]l—ﬁlled and

: and choice.

'_knows absolutely no evil-—that sho has never

heard. ot bad people or bad »books . It is.

. true that her own persona.l experlem.e has
‘been. marvellously. free from. contact with

oven the lesser. evils’ of falsehood deceit oto., .y
and that her soui is ‘one of rare and beauti-.
ful .innocence. - Nevertheless Whlle Helen -
has not: learned. the darker s1de of life in the
\rude way - that most people ‘have had - to-
learn it, she does know, quite thoroughly—
through ‘the best- literature of the world —
of the base and.ignoble.aspect of huma.nity.
The erimes and sins of mén havée beeh ‘made
most-rea.l to Helen through her study of his’’
bory, and so.delicate and sensitive 18 -her.
soul that she often leaves her- history class,
weeping as though her-heart would break:
French and German this remarkable gilrl’
reads with .ease and pleasure.. She has stu-
died Latin as well, and Is eager to undertake
Wever, ‘may or may not be

1on prevalls that Helen is
v - curiosity to be exhibited by
a teaoher before her accomplishments can be
known. The thoue;ht of her physmal limxta-

tions is so appalling to the average pc.rson
that he cannot eonceive of’ her as an- inde-
pendent. And self-reha.nt bemg “ By. soine

‘the presenee of her teaeher -to.explain and

comment is believed to be necessary when
.. "Although - I - should have

when we met.,”

well-drilled' mind expresses Atself with free-
dom- and spontanelty in a vocabulary Trich
0Of fow persons can it be smd
as it’ truly can of Helen Keller that they are
charming conversationalists. . The almost
lost art of conversation is hers to a stnking
degree. -

Picturo e glrl i you oan As she ad-
vances ' with e‘ctended hand to meet you,
you perceive a 1ithe, graceful girl of ordma.ry
height with dark brown curls hanvgmg in
profuslon about her neck 'md shoulders, and

with a, frank, open- face: that. is wreathed in
smlles The hand- that - shales yours: with -
utmost hozutmess is small and’ dolica.tely,

mouldcd ‘From the lips that love and pati-
ence hr\e opened to vocal spceoh proceeds

a cord1 1 greeting that strikes the ear melo- .

s

.speech; talking entirely with her lips..
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vdiously and pleasantly' Thcre are laeki:ng

altogether the ‘harsh and strident tones .com-".
.mon to the voices of the deat If you; have;-
not- mastered the. sxmple manual- language;-

“Helen: will understand-your conversation by

placlng one ﬁnger gently on your lips,. thh‘.
the- thumb on you1 throat .Thus. does she
‘heard”’ artlculate “speech. But if _you ran.
.;peal( with your hands so much the behber.

E and, be your fingers ever so deft nnd ra.pid

that hand lightly resting on yours “will ca.tch

-every. movement,

-Imagine Helen sitting inia’ Wl(le wmdow- .

geat in her home in (‘ambndge ‘an, ideal -

home,’ she termed it, in speaking to me of
the subject. Her right hand touches yours

" in ‘conversation, though-she glories in the

fact that she herself never uses thé manual
Her
face is toward you, as though through those
SIghtlees eyes she would. read your features.
Her lips are constantly lingermg on the bor-
der of a la.uvh and’ the sliohtcst jest: will
call forth her morrv laughter « When especi-
ally pleased: she will. ‘partly upraise her
hands, bringing them togethei clasped into

- her lap, bending her body slightly forward,

all in manifestation of intense animation.
“While you spea.k she listens attentively,
showing no- sign of full complehension till
your sentence is finished,
doubtless ltnew what you were going to say . .
before you had formed a dozen words. “Thig
is but one of the oount]%s evxdences of the
gentle refinement of her nature. :
-Every added'moment in the presence of

"Helen “Keller. has increased my wonder at
. her great knowledge; her. thorough familiar-

ity with the world of life and-letters; her na-

tunal buiha.ncy, her marvellous power of in- -

tuitlon, that is so g’reat as to strike you at
times as almost weird; amd above all, hel
Joyous, sweet, and loving spmt ‘T am pel-_
feotly happy,” she- remarked the other day,

. —Wilham T, Ellis.

(By MISS I‘ H Knapp, 1n ‘Hand and

- ‘Heart’).
CHAPTER A

) ‘And what is hfe" An hour-"lass on the

run;. .
A mlst retreatxng from the mornmg sun,
A busy, bustling, still repea.ted drea.m
- Its’length? “A minute s pause, a moment'
thought,

-(And happiness? A bubble on the stream, .

shrinks to

That, in the.act. of. seizing,

nought! !
—John Cla.re_,

" ‘After- the feeling which \ve'have" secn €x-

isted between Mildred Linton and .Howard.
Latimer, it will not surprisz-any one to hear
that the latter often indulged himself in

“writing sonnets to’ “To the Beloved of my.

Heart,’ etc. - Sometimes these were complet-
ed, but not often, for they were -generally

'thought by the poet to. fall so far short of

the excellencies of eharacter they were in-
tended to portray that, after a few lines of
‘Qoves’ and ‘doves,’ and ‘hearts’ and ‘darts,’ -

_ete., etc., they were thrown aside as .alfo-

géther inexpressive and unworthy -of their
subject. Hence these effusions had never
yet found their way to the.object ‘of them.

. But one day such a happy idea crossed his
mind, and his pen had ‘worded it so nicely;
that he had Teally W'ntten it out in faircst _
characters on richly: embossed paper, and. he
was actually thinking of sending it to her.
Still he hesitated and for two or three days

‘it remained-tn his pocket.

One night, .atter a little ;party at his mo-

although she . ..



