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K

rd has how g consort in the form-of-a zenana.mission
ra woman's board, and a vast amount of mission work
( ied on:by these agencies, ' Thus the
5pe ng. Carried ‘to the homes -of many women,
whq’ could othérwise, never bear jt' .Many
* .schools for Christian girls are ptcgauing the women who
- owill make Christian: homes: in India, and miscellaneous

.schools for poor. children, for caste girls, or for village

‘boys, ‘are. opening the way for Chyistian'teaching, for
. ‘Sunday,schop; and for preacking; . > v .
/I the city ‘of ‘Madras-alone twenty or more ladies are

g

raged in this sort of work. The immediate results of

B F%:h‘e;r],y:p,r_u‘m'!vexy ‘small, except in'the case’of thejr{"

. Cheistian: boarding-scheils, and 1 'am sure ‘the warm-
- 'hearted ladies'who manage the affairs of thess societies
. -have made no mistake in"according to their representa-

© :tives here o réasure-of personal interest and sympathy
4 ften deénied by. boards made up of the stemner

sex,, -Surely it is greatly to the praise of Christian wo-
mien that they should set an example of zeal in missions,

. ‘a8 in every good-work. © - T

. \Women out of. Galliles followed the Lord Jesus and

midistered to' him of théir substance, and women of

Philippi labored in the Gospel with Paul.  And now that
. ‘sypmen have added the power of organization to the power
-¥of personal effort, we may hope for greater results from

~:theif labors than ever before,

- T have, however, still to mention-what I regard to be

the most direct and fruitful'means, not only for the evan-
* gelization §f the men of India, but for the redemption of

‘wonién, viz, the direct preaching of the Gospel. OQur

_privcipalseliance for evangelizing the pcﬁgle of any land,

and even for reaching the women of (ndia, must be the

sPreaching ofthe Gospel. , When Jesus ,\yc_qg aboutall the

" citles andthe villages preaching the Go$pel of this ‘Kingdom

.hedidnot fail to reachthewomenof Galileeand Jerusalem.

‘When the apostles carried the Gospelinto otherlands, not
- only women of the common people, but honorable women
not a few, embraced the Gospel ; and the main reason that
the efforts of American Baptists in the mission field have
been 5o signally blessed, s that the Gospel has been

reachied from village to village, and has been blessed

y the Holy Spirit to the salvation of the hearers. In
the, Telugy mission multitudes of women, as well as men,
‘have believed in the Saviour. Of course, they are not
caste women, but they are of the same class as the men
who form the main body of our converts,

Every preacher among the Telugus-bas daily oppor-
tunity of preaching towomen. They are in nearly every
audience, and they often outnumber the men. They are
also the most quiet and attentive listeners. I do not
say that the women of India can only be reached in this
way. I cast no slight upon the eamest labors of ladies

in the zenanas or schools. I only express the opinion

that school and zenanas ‘work should not be made the

'main reliatcs’ for briniglig either the men or wothen of

Ingdia to Christ. In the city of Madtas there are perhaps

tiventy missionaries, who are ergaged in educational

work.. There are many ladies who are working under
various societies in schools or zenanias. There should be
twenty men who are wholly devoted to the preaching
. of the gospel to the heathen, Instead of twenty there
#agre bupsix, and even of these six nearly every one has
- ardubus dutied in addition to hispreaching to the heathen.

-1-must .plead, therefore that the men among American

Baptists will awake, and bring their share of the work

toa pro;])pnionm degree of proficiency. Let ‘us have

not merely woman's work for woman, but man’s work for
woman. ‘The Lord Jesus preachedoneof his mosteloquent

arding-

‘mlgi\t be. :

sermons to-a sioful: woman'of Samaria; - The Apostle
the Gentiles laid the foundations of: the first church,
Europe by preaching outside the gates of Philipp, i
that placeiof prayer. by the river-side, to the women that ~
resorted thither.  Let us, have still more of that:sort of "
work for women. Let us bave :more missionaries -and
eamest women to carry-iton, Andmay-the Lord haster-

the day when the women of every land shall be raised to
that position of honor and.esteem that is givén thei in
the teaching of the Gospel of Christ. - =~ -

Social Reforms In Jndia.

BY THE REV. THOS, EVANS, . "i'. . .

Long after I came to India some thirty years ago, rio"" .
Hindu would ever dream of either allowing a widow'to .
marny, or of seeking a wife 'for himself or his son' among -
those who werelooked upon as “cursed of the ﬂ)ds,”. bythe'
loss of their husbands, however young, -or fair, or' beau:
tiful, rich, or respectable in the social circle'the widow. -

- The fact that she was a widow—though often she had - -
only been bethrothed and had never lived with her to-tie.
husband, and etgerhaps ot tenn years of age, yet “the’" .
ods had Lilled her husband,” as a punishment on her : ;
or some crime .she was thought to have commiited in -
some former birth, and therefore she was considered dsa
“cursed thing,” on account of which she would be shan- -
ned by her nearest friends, and hated and despised by -
her late husband’s family as “a'vile wretch,” who-had .~
been the canse of the death of the man’who had the
misfortune to make her his wife. She is ‘not only ‘cons ...
demaed to perpetual widowhood, but she is subject to-all. *-
maoner of insult and ill-treatment-~from' shieer dread "
that any act of kindness shown to the “accursed thing® -
would be resented by the King of Hades, who bad on. ;
her account killed her husband, She is now-to eat only !
the most common and coarse food, and that only once g '
day. Sheisto be stripped of af omaments,- however -
rich she may be, to wear the most coarse clothing;to -
sleep on the bare floor,>to be the drudge of the whole
family, and never to be shown any pity or compassion - -
how ever ill or pained she may be. She is never to sing" -
and never to laugh, and never to appear happy, nor to, -
join in any family feast or pleasure.  All this, and much’ -
‘more, insult and cruelty often drove the poor victim of it
to desperation and despair which often ended eitherin -
an awful plunge into a well, or to a disreputable life of .
prostitution. One name for a widow in India is “ Rand®
and **Randi” is the common term for a harlot, which .
shows the light in which the poor despised widows were
regarded in Hindu society. ! s

Though I say were regarded, we are not to suppose .
that the stigma on this state has been abolished through- -
out India. Butit isa comfort to know that it is now .
beginning to disappear, especially among educated Hin- -
doos, and mare especially the Moslem community.

This will be seen from the fact that there ig an organ .
now published in India for the express purpase of “ens *.
couraging and facilitating widow marriages.” . This paper -
is published jn English but conducted b{ Hindgos. It ..
is called 7 As Socéal Reformer, and has been published
now for a whole year, and the native editor says that
“the journal has been started with the object of promo
‘in% the social felicity of our natives.” - . S

t may interest the readers of the Missionary Herald |
to read a few of the many advestisements found in thiy-

-

joumal' for wives from the formerly despiséd class'éf -

a



