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to him of too complicated a cliaracter, and workod with the piccos ;
le haskopt his m)thor in constaut torror by wsing overy article in
the house within his reach, and not too heavy- to handle. Why
doos 1o spond so much tune m working{ Because duing is so
perfectly ndapted to Jus physical and montal development. A"l
his building, making, and experunenting with matorin! has boon
dono in response to an unerring instinet” which gwdes lum n the
course which secures for him the most rapid, the most detimte, and
the most comprehonsive oxpansion of s wmtellectual faculties, in
addition to tho cultivation of s bodily powers, 'The mind ac's
with mure concontration of attention when guiding the haud than
at any cther timo. Observation, comparison, judgment, are
callelinto action n connection with every offort tho hand mates,
a* 4 their coustant and interested oxercise)s thewr moans of growth,
Unfortunately the entrance upon schoot hfe generally putsan end
to tms development throush the activities, and instoad of edu-
cating our childven tn the fullest senao of tho term, wo too often
mnke thom what one writer calls too appropriately * stutfed
pareots.”  The course of study and the disciphing in many primary
clagses 1 _such, that wore the schools kept open for twelve hours
per day, iustead of fivo or six, the greater portion of the population
of eivilizod countries would beconte weak i body and mind as the
result of the injurious methods employed in them. The boy whose
childhood is spent mn the country Rns bottor opportunities for the
natural development in mund and body than the boy who is
brought up m » city or town. He comes moro directly in contact
with nature, he sponds less time in school, he plays more, and his
plays are of a less artilicial character, and ho is compelled to do a
greator varioty of work. By the tinoe he has reached tho age of
dfteon the aity boy has generally more learming, but the country
boy hag usually a greator capacity for learnmg. The advantage is
decidedly in favor of the country boy. °

. Tho power to gain knowledge is much hetter than knowledge
itself. Statistivs, so fur as they have beon takon, show that about
seventy-five per cont. of thy leading men of the Amorican cities, of
the judges, the ministers, the prominent lawyers, doctors, teachers,
bankers, and successful business mou, spent most of the tirst fift-.n
years of their lives in the country. Does this prove that education
is a failure in qualifying men for successful careora? Cortainly not.
It does prove, hwever, that school education is not always real
education T urgn very strongly the need of a rovolution in the
work of the lower primiry classes.  We should chango the pro-
grammes, th: unethods and the discipline of our schuols so far as
they relate to the first yoar of a child’s hife in them. The guiding
principles which should o lerlie the amonded schemos of work an

management should una " stedly bo: 1. Let the child during his
first year at school deal chiefly with real things, as he did before he
entered school ;5 and, 2. let him uro things that he may learn not
about the things themselves, but that through using them he may
incidentally learn now facts, discover new principlos, develop his
porceptive faculties aud dofine his conceptions, 3. Because it is
tho right of every man to receive such an education as will best fit
him for the successful performance of his duties in whatever sphereo
he may labor. I do not urge that educations should be considered
merely from a utilitarian standpoint. I would omit no opportunity
for cultivating the physical, mental and moral natures of children.
I hold that our schools will fail, to a certain extent, so long as they
do not fit every pupil to advance, as far as possible for him, in the
devolopment of purity and truth, so long us thoy do not guide him
towards the infinite source of all develupment, and lead him to hupe
for o perfect dovelopment in the lifo that is to. follow death. Be-
lieving all this, T atill regard it as nearly amounting to criminal
anegligence to allow our pupils to pass through their school life with-
out giving themn somo definite industrial tenining. The majority of
our pupils will have to carn for themselvos aud their families, not
only the meaus of livelihood, but of the culture available for them,
by the usc of tieir hands, There is not a pupil in our schools,
even amonyg those who may not be compelled to work at manual
labour, who would not find it to his advantage in the future to have
well trained fingers. Surely these facts should convince us of the
necessity for systematic training of the hand at the time when its
highest culture is most possible and most o wily secured. 4. Because
the systemn of apprenticing boys and girls for the purpoze of learn-
ing trades and occupativns has been discontinued. It has dis-
appeared through the instrumentality of trades unions, because it
was unsuited to the tastes and customs of modern society, on ac-
count of the great increasoin the use of machinery in manuiactories,

and becauso it was not in accordaunce with the principles of politieal
economy. Adam Smith objocted to it for the following reasons :
** Tt witorfored with the property which every man has in his own
labor encroachod ou the liberty of employer and employeo, ro-
strpin -d compotition, continued m an unnecessary length of time,
and failed to allow tho rewards of faithful labor to bo enjoyod as
thoy wore earnad.”  Notwithstanding these inhoront objections, 1o
had the morit of securing a class of skilled mochanics, und wnfor-
tunately nothing has yot been substituted for it which performs
this importaut function in anything like an adequate mannor.

This radical defect must by remedied in some way. The bust
way, undoubtedly, is & comprehonsive systom of industrial tra n-
ing. 5. Bocause improving the mechanical skill of the industrial
classos mnst ndd to tho general wealth and prosperity of a natwn.
This 131 ** Nattonal Policy Platforin ™ on which all classes can unite.
Additional skill produces wealth in two ways : by saving timne and
by increasing the valus of the articles produced. Me. J. Scott
Russell n Ins ** Systematic Technieal Elucation for the English
People ” says in rogard to th™ question :—**Tho highest value in
the world's markets will be obtained by that nation which has been
at most pans to cultivate the intelhigonce generally, and aftorwards
to give each the highest education and tiawning in his speeial eall-
ing.” 6. The marvellous increase in the use of delicate and intri-
cato machinery in manufacturing demand a moro thorough technical
industrial training on tho part of those who are to use the machines.
Dr. Mill, in roforring to the wellknown fact that the first inter-
national exhibitions gave a rude shock to the Euglish people, and
urouzed them to a reahization of the fuct that they were far bohind
several othor countries 1 the excellence of their manufactures,
says: ‘‘Beaten wo wero, aud that disgracefully too. * * The
lace makers of Nottingham saw that foreiguers came, purchased
their machines, took tTwm home to their own countries, and by
setting a more iutelligent and artistically teained set of workmen
over them produced a class of goods with which 1t was impossible
for our people to compete.” 7. Because the number of artistic
manufactures is-constantly increasing and their character varying,
and consequently the workmen spectuly need skil{ul fingers that
can adapt themselves to any work they may be called on to per-
form. 8. Because tho wealthier classes are calling for a higher
stylo of ornawmnental woodwork in their houses, and more artistic
furaiture, ete., dffering from ordinary articles of a sumlar charac-
ter 1n construction and design,  Machine made articles are turned
out in large numbers exactiy sunilar m design. Thueo who can
afford the luxury are anxwus to have something specinl, of which
no one else can obtain an exact reproduction. They have to pay
Ingher prices for such articles, and thoy gladly do so. A painting
by a great artist 13 largely mereased in value by the fact that no
duplicate copy of it can be obtained. So with a work uf art pro-
duced by a mochanic. Thoe domand for such work is rapidly in-
creasmng. Tradesmen and mechanies of all classes are compelled to
vary their workmanship continually. Those who best succeed in
doing so can earn most money and earn 1t most easily.  All work-
nen may be anded m dving so by systematic manual training.
9. Buecause 1t will incroise the prosperity of the working classes,
and will elovate their social position. If a woerkaun can by a
higher degres of skill produce a more valuable articte than he could
otherwise do from a certamn amount of raw material, ;8 increases
his own value to lus employer, and will receive higher wages, be-
causo the moral effects of such a traming are good. Improving a
workuman's position will make him more contented and happy. He
will be more wterested in lus work, and mors proud to occupy his
sphere of labor, i proportion as ho 1s able to oxcel in it. 1t will
better tho relationship between master and workman and improve
the character of the work done by artisans. Success will induce
him to make greater efforts, and will enable him to surround him-
solf and his f.umly at home with many of the elements of culture
and refinemsnt. This manual tranmng has alse an important moral
influence 1n moulding the characters of children.  They are natur-
ally destructive, but the same tendency which leads them to destroy
will mako theth tako a delight in work of a productive character
if they are properly wuided. It is a very tinportant part of a child’s
moral traming to make hun constructive mstead of destructive ; and
working under the guidance of a teacher is the best meaus of ac-
complishing this very desicable end. Thousands of children grow
up with a contempt for work. They generally become in some way
a burden to society. Gaal statistics show that three-fourths of the
young men wha fall into criminal courses are unable to work at aby

trade, ‘‘Tabor, all labor, is noble and holy.” The only way to
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