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of hickory or 1uch-maple, do anything that will start the per
spiratiun, and you will suon cease to have yout brain chambers
lined with black. Tty it, melancholy teacher.

lfalsb ideals is to poison the fountain of morals at its source,

and the fighting ideal is generally a low and false one  Surely
all the physical benefits to be derived from drill and gymnastics

jarc attainable without contaminating their young imaginations

The Chicago Cusrent says there is some demand for a return | with the pernicions mimicry of guns and swords and sham

to the old-fashioned system of oral spelling in the schools.
Such a demand could be made only by those who mistake
parrot-hike repetition for mental progress. It could be accept
able only to fogyish and lasy teachers who find the setting of
long columns of words to be conned by rute, an casy way of
keeping the children empluyed. The only natural, casy, and
right way to each spelhing is to teach it by wnting,  As a mat
ter of fact, spelhing belongs only to writing.  He who dues no
writing has no need of spelling, He whio writes must learn to
spell by the eye. To be able to spell orally all the words in
Websters Dicttunary would affurd no guarantee of correct
orthography in a letter or article.

The reeent quashing of a by law in Becton has put the
teachers of that village 1n a sumewhat ankward pusition.  The
effect of the quashing, unless the appeal which is being taken
is successful, will be to invalidate the election of one-hialf the
trustees by whom the teachers were engaged.  The Beeton
World sums up the situation as folluws .—'* I'wo uestions
anse: First, Does the quashing of the by-law invalidating the
election of the trustees render the agreements between the
teachers and trustees null and void? and sceondly, would the
teachers by clusing the school discharge themischves ur resder
themselves in any way liable for non-fulfilment of therr agree-
ments 27 Se far the teachers have gone on with their worh,
confiding, ro duubt, in the honor of the good peuple of the
village or town, as the case may be, for the question of incor-
poration or non-incorporation is the one involved in the appeal.
Their confidence, we feel sure, will, in any event, be jusufied.
Meanuhile the siuation puints the moral we were stating o
few weeks since.  Teachers’ engazements should be permanent,
terminabie only for cause or after notice, and not dependent
upon theraccidenis or whims of trustees.

The Glode of a recent date had an article on “Soldiering
and School Boys,” with the spirit of which we cordially agree.
We have, in a previvus issue, pointed out the evil tendencics of
thus culuvating the war instinct, which, whether inherited or
otherwise, is already much too strong in the Anglo-Saxons. If
it be true, as the Globe says, that ““in our own young and pro-
fessedly Christian country we are striving more and more to
indoctrinate even the little boys at school with the idea that the
war spirit is a noble one, and that soldiering is the finest and
Srst of all occupa tions,” we are doing the children a great
moral wrong. ‘To cquip school-boys with mock muskets and
other paraphernalia of war and put them through military evo-

lutions is 1o fanuliurize their young imaginations with scenes of
vioknce and carnage.  Fac's are every day coming to light in |

fights, and butchery of imaginary foes.
S~

Akin to the demoralizing influence of military mimicries, and

scarcely less mischievous, is the tacit cncouragement given in

so many of the English and, we fear, in some of the Canadian
schools to the unmarly practice of boxing. The ability to
strike hard from the shoulder, on which the average English-
man prides himself, may help to make him an object of dread
to less pugilistic races, but its effect upon character, individual
or national, can be only bad. It fosters the arrogance which is
oneof the most disagreeable of British traits. Itdebaresthe moral
sensc by implying that quustions of right and wiong can be
settled by brute force, or by physical agiiity or endurance. It
stimulates the degrading passion of anger by encouraging its
frequent indulgence. Tt sets up a low and false standard of
true manliness. It perverts the true notivn of British * fair
play,” of which we are so fond of boasting. And, worst of all,
it tends to lessen moral courage in at least an equal ratio with
its development of physical courage. It often makes a noble-
spirited youth more afraid of being thought a coward than of
becomirg a bully, or violating his highest notion of right.
Alas! for the woral influence of the school when bullics tyran-
nize on the playground, when little disputes are settled by fisti-
cufls, and the weight of public opinion is on the side of the
buy who would rather do wrong than suffer wrong.

While we are on this topic of false #ersus true courage, or
brute force as a substitute for justice, we can scarcely be un-
mindful of another practice which js all too common in both
the United States and Canada, and which is even more
cowardly and contemptible than the one last named. We
reter to the carrying of revolvers and other concealed weapons.
We have a good law on the subject in Canada, but there is
reasen to fear it is not well erforced. ‘I'rue, the practice does
not, it may be hoped, prevail 1o any great extent amongst
school-boys and students, but there is o place where it can be
so effectually combated as in the schools. The teacher must
bhe deficient in mental and moral force who cannot evoke in
his boys the spirit which is above attempting te sccure in any
way an unfair advantage. The man who s afraid to go abroad
amongst his fellow-men without deadly weapons in his pockets
must have cither a very craven spirit or a very guilty conscience.
There are manly impulses in most boys which will enable them
to feel this when it is properly pointed out to them. The
character of the typical Canadian in the next generation is
being moulded to-day in the schools, and the teachers s ina
large measure the national character-builders.  Would that
they could be successful in sendir.g forth into the busy world
of Canadian life a generation of high-minded, large-hearted,

the United States which sh .w the powerful and ruinous effects | noble souled mcn, afraid to do wrong and afraid of nothing

wrought upan youtl ful « ¥ uracter, threugh the imeginatin, byl
pernicious literature.  To fill the young mind with low and |

else.  In the keeping of such a race of men the rights of the
naticen, as well as of the individual, will be safe.”



