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sﬁev are isolated, but for their illustration of a
clearly established proposition.
We have no purpose by the suggestions we
hve presented to impede the introduction, or
discredit the utility of superior exotic ani-
als, but on the contrary we concede that. they
ay be beneficially used to supply by the influ-
ehee of some specific quality of size, contour,
auty, or othevdistinctive property, prevailing
defeets in individuals or families of native
stock.
We have attempted to impress on ihe mind
of the American breeder a conviction of the im-
prtant truth, that onr conntry embraces a stock
dhich may now be termed indigenous, equal
b any forcign breeds for all the objects of the
hiry. No land contains the basis for a race of
shimals better adapted to improvement :nd
apon which the application of care in treatment
and skill, and scicnce in breeding, will be at-
ended by more favorable or remunerative
results.
4 Why should not the American farmer emu-
Hte the triumphs of European science, and by
perseverence, attention, and skill, elevate the:
andard of our native stock, until it may chal-
¢nge, 10 the estimation of the world, competi-
fon with the choicest thorough breeds of

VALUE OF PEDIGREES.

Analyses of pedigrees are necessarily imper-
ect.  We deal with numbers, not with power.
Bhe numerical proportion of crosses can be ac-
cuately ascertained ; the potential proportion
g cachl cross, and the vadation of powerin each,
dudes observation.  We can discover how much
¢f this blood and how much of that a pedigrec
gutuns, but all attempts 1o detect the compar-
gtive iufluence of the several ingredients are
i cessfully baffled.  Conjecture supplies no de-
rminate information; indeed, it supplies no
wlormation at all ; and conjecture will aseribe
periovity of potency to one sort of blood or
wother, according to the bias of individoal
ste.  We can only, perhaps, be quite certan
hout & predominance of power when we are

ite certain of a very dectded predominance of
ny one element. A mere equality of nambers by
o means denotes an equality of power, asin the
dase either of a short-horn bull put to a High-
ud cow, or a Hizhland Bull crossed with a
ghort horn cow.  In hoth these cases the numer
%al portion is haif and half, though the poten-
gal proportion is in a different ratio. Bat eul-
Qulations, because they full short of deciding the
clative momentum of every constinent part,
re not 1herefore of no value.  They are of very
Freat importance notwithstanding: for they bring
maa acquainted with the geuveral composition
#'an animal, and at least afford him an opportu-
ity of seeing how much there is of the blood he
Jkes, of the blood he hates, and of the blood
bout which he is indifferent. The grand vital
uth of pedigrees les, like all truth, under-
eath—as the ancients told us, at the bottom

of the well ; and if we want it, we must go down
for it. Impressions projected from the surfuce
are usually delusive, for they are faithful only
in part. The mcompetency of the extetior of a
pedigree to discluse the reas chara ter of a pedi-
gree, in all the fulness ol its wealth, secmws to
he admitted in the practice so much resorted to
at present in private catalogues, of appending
copious explanatory notes to the various crosses
which compose 1he formula. In these notes
something i3 told whien the top lair does
not reveal. How complicated a piece of com-
plexity does a pedigree look to one who has de-
scended beneath the superficiul appearunces,
penetvated deeply the substrata and puisued his
course of investization on every side. To such
a man a good deal more than eight or ten limes
and a few bracketed references to a book of re-
cord is presented. He sees what others cannot
see; for he xnows what others do not know.
Let us suppose a pedigree of 20 crosses. The
four most recent crosses, we will assume, are
Bites crosses ; the other sixteen consist of mis-
cellancous blood. The animal to which this
imazinauy pedigree belongs possesses fificen-six-
teenths of Bates blood, tiiroush the four crosses
alluded to, whilst the remaining sixteen crosses
make only onesivteenth. Are these sixteen
crosses, then, influential, or, it influential, in
what degree are they so? They are influential,
becauvs® they have contributed to form the ani-
mal before us. Without any one of these
crosses, or any porfion of them, the animal
would not have been what she is; could not, by
any possibility, have been the stme animal : but
what precise degree orv quantity of poweris to
be referred to each individual cross of these six-
teen crosses is, of course, utterly beyond discov-
ery. All the sixteen crossts have heen neces-
sary antecedents of the animal which stands
before us, of which we say, and say with truth,
that by virtue of the four most reeent crosges
she has fifteen-sixteenths of Bates Liood in her.
It woald, however, seem as if the earlier or re-
mote ingredients in a pedigree often did more
than exercise a general effect, and were not
without positive present and practical influence
—something resembling that which the costly
experiments of Sir Joshua Reynolds in his de-
composition of some of the works of the old
masters, discovered to helong to the initial
and hidden coats or lairs of colouring applied
by them. Tt would seem as if the power of cer-
tain crosses of ancient data came up and through
the others, making themselves felt even after
years of abeyance. But how long the carlier
elements signified in a pedigree continue their
influence, and to what extent they are influen-
tial ; or whether they cease to be influential, so
far as individual characteristies are concerned,
and at what particulae point they cense; are
questions not only quite meapable of satisfactory
solution, hut of litie consequence, so long as
the animals resulting from them exhibit the un-
equivocal marks of high and careful breeding.



