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ffev are isolated, but for their illustration of a
c early estabilished proposition.

We have no purpose by the suggestions we
bhve presented to impede the introduction, or
t4 tiseredit the utility of superior exotic ani-
a als, but on the contrary we concede that they
n ay be beneficially used to supply by the influ-

ice of some sI)ecifiC quality of size, contour,
batnty, or othier distinctive property, prevailing
dfects in individuals or fanilies of native
i ock.

We have attempted to impress on 'he mind
0'the Anerican breeder a conviction of the in-
pirtant truth, that our country embraces a stock
hii niay now be terined indigenous, equal
auy foreign breeds for all the objects of tic
iry. No land contains the basis for a race of

e imals better adapted to improvement ind
m >mn which the application of care in treatment

d skill and science in bree(ding, will be at-
nded by more favorable or remuncrative

r sults.
Why should not the American farmer emu-

1 te the t iumphs of European scienve, and by
erseverence, attention, and skill, clevate the-

s andard of our native stock, until it nay chal-
1 nge, Ii the estimation of the world, competi-

on with the choicest thorougli breeds of
ngland? ? ______

VALUE OF PEDIGREES,

Analyses of pedigrees are necessarily imper-
et. We deal withî numbers, not with power.
he numerical proportion of crosses can be ac-
rately aseertaiied : the potential proportion
n each cross, and the % ai lation of power in each,

udes obsers ation. We can discover how much
1 iis blood and how much of that a pedigree

lituns, but all attempts to deteet the conmpar-
ive influence of the several inigredients are

excessfully baffled. Conjecture supplies noe de-
iriiinate information ; iudeed, it supplies no
iùformatjion at all ; and conjecture will ascribe

4periority of poteney to one sort of blood or
éinther, accordintg to the bias of inidividual
hte. We can only, perhaps, be quite certamîî
thout a predoninance of power when we are
4uite certain of a very decided predominance of
ény one element. A incre equality of numbers by
qo means denotes an equality of power, as in the
&ase either of a short-horn bull put to a High-
ind cow, or a fHighIand Bull crossed with a
hort horn cow. li boti these cases the numer

bal poîtion is half aind hilf, though the poten-
al proportion is in a diffierent ratio. But cal-
ulations, because they fall short of deciding the
'lative inonentuin of every constituent part,
re not iherefore ofno value. *They are of ver y
reat importance notwithstanding: for they bring
man acquainted with lthe general composition

fan animali, and ait least afford im an opportu-
ity o' seeing how much there is of the blood he
k es, of the blood lie hiates, and of the blood
bout which he is indifferent. The grand vital
ulh of pedigrees lies, like all truth, under-
eatl-as the ancients told us, at the botton

of the weil; and if we want it, we must go down
for it. Impress'ons projected froin the surface
are usually delusive, for they are faithful only
in part. The mcompetency of the exteijor of a
pedigree to disclose the real chara ter of a pedi-
gree, in all the fulness of its wealth, seems to
be admitted in the practice so much resorted to
at present in private catalogues, of appending
copious explanatory nlotes to the various crosses
which compose ihe formula. la these iotes
somuetling is told whicn the top lair does
not reveal. Hov complicated a piece of coin-
plexity does a pedigree look to olne who has de-
scended benîeath the su perfici al appearances,
penetrated deeply the substrata and pou sued his
course of investigationi on every side. To sueh
a man a good deal more thanî eiglt or tenl hues
aid a fev iracketed references to a book of re-
cord is presented. He secs wiait others cannot
sec ; for lie inows what otiiers do not kiov.
Let us suppose a pedigree ot 20 crosses. The
four most recent crosses, we will assume, are
Bates crosses ; the other sixteen consist of mis-
cellaneous blood. The animal to which this
imaginaîy pedigree belongs po)ssesses lificen-six-
teenths of Bates blood, thlroul he font crosses
alluded to, whilst the remaining sixteen crosses
make only one-sixteenith. Are these sixteen
crosses, thxen, iniiuential, or, if influential, in
what degree are they sol? They are indluential,
becaus- they have contributed to forim hlie ani-
mal before us. Without any one of these
crosSes, or any portion of them, the animal
would not have beenl what she is ; could not, by
any possibility, lia% e been the same animal : but
vhat precise degree or quantity of power is to
lie referred to each individual cross of these six-
teeni crosses is, of course, utterly beyond discov-
ery. Ail the sixteen crossîs have heen neces-
sary antecedents of the animal which stands
belore us, of wihich we say, and say with truth,
that by virtue of the four most recent crosses
she has fifteen-sixteenths of Bates blood in lier.
It woald, however, seem as if the earlier or re-
mote ingredients in a pedigree often did more
than exercise a general effect, and were not
without positive present and practical influence
-something resembling tlat whieh the costly
experiments of Sir Joshiua Reynolds in his de-
composition of some of the works of the old
masters, discovered to belong to the initial
and hidden coats or lairs of colouring applied
by them. It would seeni as if the power of cei-
tain crosses of ancient data came up and through
the others, making themselves feit even after
years of abeyance. But how long the earlier
elements signified in a pedigree continui their
influence, anid to what extent ihey are inflien-
tial; or whetler they cease to be influential, so
far as individual cha;-acteristics are concerned,
and at wihat particular point they cease; are
questions not only quite ncapable of satisfhetory
solution, but of littde consequence, so long as
tie animals resulting from tlhem exhibit the un-
eqivocal marks of high and careful breeding.


