
FiSHERIES

ISI-I abound around the shores and in the~ baysand rivers ot the Province. the annuat nirl<et
value bcing about one and a quarter million
dollars. Deep sen fishi include lobster. macl<..

erel. cod. lierring. hake anid haddoch; in tlie bays and
rivers oysters. quahatugs. clams. sn'ielts, tomicods. cels.
alevives. salmon and trout are ýo be found. cach iii its
scason. The relative values of thiese dilierent lishieries
may be seen from the following officali table rccently
publislied and representing. approxtnmately. the average
yearly miarkiet values:

Lobsters .................. .94
Oysters .................... ô1. 14(j
Cod........................ 49.870
llerring................... 44.128
Mackerci .................. 54.502
Clanis and Qualiaugs .... 1.852

The other voricties, in les-
ser values. malte. viti flic
above. the total average of
about one and a quarter mil-
lions.

The lobster business.'which
Up f0 the prescit is the anlosi
valuable of ail the Island f ish-
cries. employs about 5.000
persons. including vomien.
girls. and boys in the canner-
ies. of which there are in ail
about 200. valued ai about
$175.000. and using sorne
400.000 lobster traps.vatued
at about $325.000.

The oyster fishiery has. dur-
ing the past few years. been
afiracfing special attention.

This luscious bivalve a-
bounded in almost ail the bays
and rivers of the Province, 1. FSihing Quahaugs

and for many years afforded profitable employment to
hundreds of fishermen. No efforts were made fo con-
serve the industry and the constant reaping withouf
soving had the inevitable resuli. Total extinction threat-
ened the much prized oyster. The rate of dcciine in flic
arinual oyster harvest vili 1,e seen in the tact thaït the total
catch in 1 882. which amoutifed to 57.042 barrels.
valued ai $3.00 per barrel. had in 1912 iau'e to 8.835
barrels. valued at S7.50 per barrel.

Successive provincial administrations hiad grappled
vif h the subjeci viih a viev to preventing thle extinction
of ibis valuable shelilish. Jurisdictiosi over the inlland
waters of the Island had. accordirig Io an iiiterpretation
of the British Nortil America Act. been somewhat
vaguely d-ividcd between the Federal and Provincial
iovernments and a satisfactory solution of the conserva-

tion problem seemed impossible. If vas notfli 1911 that
definife steps were fakien vhen an agreement vas con-

cludcd beiween the prescrit Dominion and Provincial
Governrnents by which the latter was entrusfed with the
sole administration of the oyster areas.

Under this agreement sfeps were nt once taken to
convert flic depleted and barren aireas into oyster farins.
Richrnond Bay. by far the vealthiesf oysfer section in
the Province. vas surveyed and laid off into measured
areas. Of the 30.000 actes in the Day 14.000 were
reserved for public fishing and the remnainder olfered to
lessees at a rentai of one to five dollars a year per acre.
Five thousand acres were takien up by companies dur-
ing the firsi year and the work of developmnent was
commenced in earnest. Bottomns were cleaned up.
young oysters planted and already thiere are miany indi-
cations tliat the original wealth of this miagnificent Bay
will not only be restored but that there will be greater
production than ever. Other areas in different. parts of

1. Curtalr, Island 3. Flahing Oyasters 4. Samptlnu Oystsrs

the Province have been and are being surveyed. and
oyster culture promises shortly fo forni one of the most
lucrative industries in the Province.

The fishing business of thic Province. vhich lias been
seriously hiandicappcd by tlic rehandling made necessary
on accouint of the lsland*s insular position. vili bc given
a nev inllCtus by the Car Ferry whichi is nov under vay
ancý vhich wili unite the Prince Edvard Island and Inter-
colonial Railways. miaking if possible f0 ship carloads to;
any point on the continent~ i. oui breal<ing bulit. This
Car Fcrry. vhich is nov nearing comipletion and vhichi
vith the standardizing of flic gauge of the Prince Edward
Island Rail îay is estimated fo cost in the viciniiy of ten
million dollars. yul bc a boon not only Io the fishing inter-
ests. but fo ail the activities. commercial and industrial. of
the Province. maldng il a part of the Continental Railvay
Systeni and eliminating rnany transporlation difficulties
whicli hitherto liavc liampe:ed the trade of the Province. I


