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© THE IROQUOIS

NATIONAL TRAITS OF CHARACTER.

In all'the early histories of the American Colonies, in the
stories of Indian life and the delineations of Indian character,
these children of nature are represented as savages and barba-
rians, and in the mind of a large portion of the community the
sentiment still prevails that they were blood-thirsty, revenge-
ful, and nierciless, justly a terror to both friends and foes.
Children are impressed with the idea that an Indian is scarcely
human, and as much to be feared as the most ferocious animal

of the forest.
Novelists have now and then clothed a few with a garb

- which excites your imagination, but seldom has one been in-

vested with qualities which you would love, unless it were also
said that through some captive taken in distant war, he inher-
ited a whiter skin and.a paler blood.

But I am inclined to think that Indians are not alone in be-
ing savage—not alone barbarous, heartless, and merciless.

It is said they were exterminating each other by aggressive
and devastating wars, before the white people came among
them. But wars, aggressive and exterminat‘ing wars, certainly,
are not proofs of barbarity. The bravest warrior was the most
honored, and this has been ever true of -Christian nations, and
those who call themselves christians have not yet ceased to
-look upon him who could plan most successfully the wholesale
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