WAMPUM.

When Columbus, on his second voyage to the
New World, landed upon Cape Cabron, Cuba,
the cacique of the adjacent country meeting him
upon the shore offered him a string of beads made
of the hard parts of shells as an assurance of wel-
come. Similar gifts were often made to the
great discoverex;, whenever the natives sought to

win his favor or wished to 4ssure him of their

own good will. These shell beads were after-

wardy found to be in general use among the
tribes of the Atlantic coast. At the close of the
sixteenth century the English colonists found
them in Virginia, as did the Dutch at the com-
" mencement of the following century in New
York, the English in New England and the
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