LR 8 IRRYES T Y IIERUET
VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COLONIST

e————

v o
{(From Thursday's Daily Ed

Speaker Suits

on it, a formal method may be adopt:
ed.  When Lientenant:Governor Gordon
brought- about the ministerial crisis in
New Brunswick over Confederation, he
communicated his views to his advisers

The ninth ¢ applies to'tempoFary | the Shief and most persistert. But Mr.
certificates of ers, which are.nt to| Foster in the speaker’s chair and Mr.
be issued except in case of sickness, unfil |'Forster in .opposition are two very dif-
three thonths after the publication of the|ferent people. Mr. Forster, the opposi-
result of the annual teachers’ examina-| tion demagogue, would have condemned
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THE WAR.

Stirring news may be expected daily.
Gen. Buller began his advance on Mon-
day. ‘The Boer account of what took
place minimizes the result and claims
that our troops met with a partial re-
verse. It appears from the despatch
from our headquarters in the field that
the so-called reverse was merely the
withdrawal of a feint attack on the
enemy’s front, while a vigorous and
successful assault was made on his ex-
treme ‘right. The result of the first
day’s fighting was the occupation of an
important elevation from which we as-
sume the attack is now béing pushed.

Simultaneously with this announce-
ment from Natal comes a report from
Cape Colony that. fighting is going on at
Sterkstroom. = This may not be strictly
accarate as to the locality. Sterkstroom
is on the railway about midway between
Stormberg Junction and Queenstown.
1t is in the mountains. What little in-
formation we have had of the position
of Gatacre’s force was to the effect that
be was nearer Stormberg than the re-
port in question would indicate. « Pre-
sumably if he has been attacked a
counter attack will be made upon the
enemy '‘at Stormberg Junction by our
force a:long the railway between that
point and Rosemead Junction.

It is interesting to note, in connection
with what is transpiring in Cape Colony,
that Roberts and Kitchener have gone
to the front. We may feel some degree
of confidence that the operations in pro-
gress are being directed according to a
definite plan, and that whatever may be
the result of the first collisions between
our troops and the enemy, there will be
no sacrifices of men to accomplish no
definite object.

ST o A L0 B
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ACT.

The proposed amendments to the Pub-
lic Schools Act were brought down yes-
terday. They are not very numerous
and their value is not very great. .The
first change proposed is in the Interpre-
tation Act, and defines what the words
“ pegident,” * householder” and * free-
holder ” mean. A resident is a person
who actually dwells or has his place of
businets within a school district, and it
therefore prevents non-residents from
voting, no matter how much property
they may have in a rural school district.
A householder in a city is declared to be
a person holding or occupying premises
and paying a rental or rent value of
$60 a year; in a rural district a house-
holder is any person residing or having
his place of business in. a district. A
freeholder is desgribed to mean a person
having a freehold estaté. The original
School Act does not define these terms,
and the amendment seems to be desir-
able. ™ -

The second change applies, the provi
sions of the law relating fo cities tosall

the icities of the province now or-hete-

after incorporated, the original act hav-
ing been framed to apply only to Vie-
toria, Vancouver, Nanaimo ' and New

‘Westminster.

The third change provides that the
four candidates out of seven who re-
ceive the highest number of votes at a
city school election shall serve for two
years. We draw attention to the fact
thatvno provision is made in the amend-
ment for vacating all the trusteeships,
and unless this is dome there cannot
very well be “a first election under this
act,” to which this section can apply.

The fourth change applies section 34
of the original act to all the cities of
the province instead of those specially
named in that act. .

The fifth change is a new provision

© and is as follows: 1

. 6. The said act is hereby amended by

inserting after section 34 thereof 'the

following section:

“84a. City school districts shall be
divided into the following classes:

“(1,) City.school districts of the first
class, including all incorporated cities
and towns wherein the average actual
daily attendance equals or exceeds 3,500
for the year.

“(2.) City school districts of the second
class, including all incorporated -cities
and towns wherein the average actual
daily attendance equals or exceeds 500
for the year, and comprising at the pres-
ent time the cities of Victoria, Vancou-
ver, New Westminster and Nanaimo.

“3). City_school districts of the third
class, including all the incorporated
cities and towns wherein the average
actual daily attendance falls below 500
for the year, and comprising at the pres-
ent time the cities = of Cumberland,
Columbia, Grand Forks, Greenwood,
Kamloops, Kaslo, Nelson, Revelstoke,
Rossland, Sandon, Vernon and the town
of Wellington. All cities and towns
that may hereafter be incorporated from
time to time shall also be included in
one or other of these three classes; pro-
vided, however, that no city or town
shall be transferred from one class to
another except during the month of
July, and then only with the consent of
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council.”

The sixth change makes the per capita
grant per pupil $10 in cities and towns
of the first class, $15 in those of the
second class, and $20 in those of«the
third class. The act as it now stands
provides for a per capita grant of $10 in
Vietorig, ‘Vancouver, New Westminster
and Nanaimo. : The restriction of the
application of certain sections in the act
to these' four cities is no longer proper,
seelng',_that we have now fifteen cities
and towns having corporate powers,
The change in the per capita grant is
the principal.alteration in the law, and
there will be some doubt whether it is
advisable to make the schools of the
cities a greater charge upon the provin-
cial revenue than they now are.

The seventh change ‘provides for the
appointment of school inspectors in ¢ities
of the first and second classes. . .

The eighth change provides for the
election of a school board in rural locali-

tion in the Gazette. ipa

The tenth change is one~ sessitated
by the incorporation of new ¢ities and
towns, but does not alter the law.

The eleventh ‘change -‘applies to
teachers’ certificates and is as follows:
12. Section 67 of said act is hereby
repealed and the following section is
substituted therefor:

«“@7. The board of examiners shall
have authority to grant certificates as
follows:

“(1.) Third Class, Grade B, valid for
one year; if issued after July 1, 1901,
valid for three years.

*“(2.) Third Class, Grade A, valid for
two years; if issued after July 1, 1901,
valid for four years. 5
“(3.) Second Class, Grade B, valid for
three years; if -issued after July 1,
1901, valid for five years,

“(4,) Second Class, Grade A, valid for
five years: if issued after July 1, 1901,
valid for life, or during good behavior.
“(5.) First Class, Grade B, valid for
life, or during good behavior.

“(8.) First Class, Grade A, valid for
life, or during good behavior.

The twelfth change is a new provision
and reads thus:

5. Section 34 of said act is hereby re-
pealed and the following section is sub-
stituted therefor: :

“24 The salaries of teachers em-
ployed in the public schools in all incor-
porated ‘cities and towns shall be fixed
and paid at the discretion of the school
trustees of said cities and towns re-
spectively; and such salaries and all
other expenses for the purchase and
lease of school sites, erection, enlarge-
ment or rent of school buildings, for fur-
niture and repairs, and all other inci-
dental expenses whatsoever, incurred by
the board of trustees in the respective
cities and towns, shall be borne and paid
by the municipal corporations of said
cities and towns respectively.”

We have not many comments to make
upon these amendments. They appear
unobjectionable except, perhaps, that re-
lating to the per capita allowance to
cities, and we refrain from expressing
any opinion on this until we have heard
what the government may say about it.
e et DR SR B
FREEDOM OF DEBATE,

Scarcely a day passes in the legis-
lature without something being done to
impair that degree of freedom of debate,
which is supposed to: be inherent in
every British supject. - By freedom aof
debate we do not mean unlimited scope
for discussion on any subject that may
be brought up, nor do we mean liberty
to employ violent ~epithets or the lan-
guage of personal abuse, but only the
right of every member to discuss every
subject in his own way. The most ex-
traordinary ideas seem to prevail upon
this matter, not only upon the part of
Mr. Speaker Forster, but on that of
many other gentlemen in the house. We
think it is due largely to lack of experi-
ence on the part of members. They do
not know 'héw other legislatures are
carried on, and they come to the house
without any education along these lines.
We can say to them with all sincerity
that if: they would take the trouble ‘to
inform themselves on this subjeét they
would learn that in older' legislative
bodies than that of this province restric-
tions upon debate are almost wholly un-
known, except when the person address-
ing -the house clearly travels ‘out into
matters not germane to the subject, or
where he employs language not compat-
ible with ‘the rules of respectable discus-
gsion. Free debate is absolutely essen-
tial if the various subjects of discussion
are to be ‘properly dealt with, if the
matured opinions of members are to be
made known, and if the public is to be
informed of the reasons why action on
any subject is taken by their representa-
tives. = We do not suppese that honor-
able members really appreciate how im-
portant it is that freedom of debate
should be secured under any circum-
stances. Better that there should be a
little disorder than that the liberty of
the people should be curtailed, and it is
certainly curtailed when the representa-
tives of the people are not allowed to
express themselves with freedom on the
floor of the legislature,

—
A MATTER OF $60.

To a rich province like British Colum-
bia $60 is not much. It is also desirable
that the speaker of the legislature should
be properly clothed. A little dignity in
the chair of the presiding officer is like-
wise a good thing, and according to Car-
Iyle in Sartor Resartus, clothes have a
great deal to do with dignity, A silk
gown is in itself a dignified thing. These
is something particularly impressive
about it. Even hanging on a.peg in a
wardrobe it sheds an aroma which im-
presses all who come within its magnetic
influence. When it enfolds the frame of
a counsel at the bar it often makes what
is very poor law indeed seem as though
it were the real Simon Pure article. A
judge in anything elsé than silk would be
something without warrant or precedent.
So when a humble individual gets a
glimpse of the speaker of the legislature
attired in a fine silk gown he is apt to
think he is in’the presence of Something.
Therefore we fancy no one will be annoy-
ed but’rather otherwise, that Mr. Speaker
Forster has arrayed himself in silk. He
is a very well paid gentleman. He gets
more in proportion to the time he is em-
ployed than any other man in public posi-
tion in the province and does less for it.
He ought therefore to be able to buy
hic own clothes. Mr. Forster does buy

s

hes coats, his trousers and the other et
ceteras of manhood apparel, but when it
comes to a silk gown the province is call-
ed upon to pay for it. This appears from
the public accounts. If the Turner min-
istry, which is alleged to have been the
embodiment of everything extravagant,
had bought a silk gown for Mr. Booth or
Mr. Higgins. there would have been 2a
‘how! from the puvists-andéconomy advo-

ies not included in‘a school district,

the expenditure of $60 for a silk gown
for the speaker; but now the case is al-
tered quite, and he sits in his chair from
day to day with the equivalent of a small
bridge wrapped around him. It will
doubtless be-a source of satisfaction to
people who are put to inconveniences for
want of such a bridge to know that the
Speaker wears a silk gown.
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THE SPEAKER.

A great deal of good.will result from
the resolution introduced into the house
yesterday by Mr. Irving dealing with the
propriety of the Speaker attending party
caucuses. The resolution was defeated,
but that is not material. It might have
been withdrawn without the principle in-
volved being weakened in the slightest
particular, After the very free expres-
sion of opinion .on both sides, we do not
imagine that any future British Columbia
Speaker will offend in this particular. Mr.
Forster took part in the discussion and
admitted that he had attended caucuses
by saying that he had not done so sinee
the situation in the house became acute.
This statement of the Speaker fully war-
rants the observations which the Colonist
has ‘made upon the point, and fully justi-
fied Mr. Irving in introducing his resolu-
tion.

Mr. Forster- thought the resolution
ought not to pass; but that a rule of
the house should be made forbidding the
Speaker to attend a party caucus.
Against such a suggestion we protest.
First, we protest on the ground that it
would be a legislative recognition of the
caucus, which we do not think is desir-
able, and next because if the house once
beging to define what the Speaker may
or mi? not do in order to remove from
him any imputation of partiality, no one
can tell where the line must be drawn.
If such a rule is made to meet Mr.
Forster’s case, another Speaker may
plead in justification of some. gross
breach of the traditions of his office that
there was no rule of the house against
it. These things must be left to the
Speaker’s own sense of what is right
and proper, cxcept that where, as in the
present case, a salutary rule has been de-
parted from, it is expedient for the house
to express its disapproval. We do. not
charge Mr. Forster with any intentional
departure from the rules which hesought
to observe. We never have done this.
What we have said and what we repeat
is that he does mot seem to appreciate
the obligations of his position. For
example, it was perfectly proper for him
to speak yesterday, but having spoken'
he ought to' have withdrawn from the
house, and thus left the members free
to disciiss the subject unembarrassed by
his position in the chair, and have
avoided any necessity for' ruling - upon
any point of order arising in a debate so
personal to himself, and also the possi-
bility of having to decide the question
by his casting vote, as might have been
the case seeing that there was an even
number of members on the floor. That
no emergency arose calling for his inter-
ference, except in a small and simple
matter of order, was accidental. Mr.
Forster will see in what an embarrassing
position he had been placed if the house
had tied en the resolution, and will per-
‘haps appreciate the force of our sugges-
tion that he ought to have retired.
Messrs. .Deane and Kellie felt called
upon to question the motives behind the
resolution. This is exactly the calibre
of these gentlemen. No question can be
suggested, which they are capable of
discussing without looking for some
ulterior motive on the part of those sug-
gesting it, but it may be well to say to
them that if they are unable to under-
stand how men and newspapers can be
honestly actunated by principle, the mis-
fortune is theirs. Speaking for itself,
the Colonist says that it has learned
from the history of parliamentary gov-
ernment how important it is to préserve
at'all times those safeguards with which
our forefathers in their wisdom have
surrounded our institutions. If in insist-
ing that these shall be preserved we
gometimes give offence to those who
seeri to be engaged in destroying them,
we can only say that a sense of public
duty requires 'that personal considera-
tions shall not prevent protests against
bad precedents.

—_—

RESTORE RESPONSIBLE
GOVERNMENT.

It is time that responsible government
was restored in British Columbia. We
say this because of the very remarkable
act of the government in bringing down
a communication from the Lieutenant-
Governor dealing 'with the mining laws.
We wish to be thoroughly understood in
this matter. We do not suggest that the
Lieutenant-Governor may not  properly
make yepresentations to his ministers on
any subject of public interest.  On the
contrary, we hold it to be mnot only the
privilege, but the duty, of the Lieutenant-
Governor to give the province every pos-
sible advantage of his experience, know-
ledge and observation. The books on con-
stitutional law, while very explicit as to
the power of the crown or its representa-
tive to act only throngh responsible mini-
sters, are equally clear that it is the duty
of the sovereign or his representative to
present his views to. his ministers” when-
ever he thinks it to be necessary. Abun-
dant historical -instances, in' which this
has been done, could readily ' be cited.
One conspicucous case may be mention-
ed, namely, when the Queen impressed
her personal views upon her advisers at
a critical period in the American War of
Secession. 'How the personal views of
the sovereign or her representative shall
be communicated to the ministry must be
left to her to decide. It may be done
informally, .or, if there is any ‘likelihood

cates of whom ‘Mr." Forster was one of

jeets of public importance.

in writing. . This is one case out of many
that eould be cited, but it is well known

that in all the provinées and colonies
where the relations of the governors with

their ministers are personally cordial, the
ministers very frequently have the bene-
fit of the governor’s advice touching sub-
Therefore we
take no eéxception to the-action of Lieu-
tenant-Governor McInnes in laying be-
fore his advisers his views on the several
matters brought under-his notice in At-
lin, but on the contrary approve very
highly of his course. This is not to say
that we endorse the views which he ex-
pressed in his memorandum, for we are
not able to do so entirely, but we do not
wish in any way to discuss the merits
of bis recommendation. What we have
in mind is the grave breach of responsible
government involved in the submission of
those views to the legiglature. A more
serious breach of privilege can hardly be
suggested.

His Honor’s advisers have plunged him
into the cauldron of politics. When the
amendments to the Placer Mining Act
are brought down, the personal views of
the Lieutenant-Governor -will be discuss-
ed on the floor of the legislature—that is
if the document referred to is used for
the only possible purpose for which re-
turns can be used. The house Will take
up the bill knowing what parts of it
do and what do not meet with the ap-
proval of the representative of the crown.
Instead of the house being free to discuss
the subject in its widest aspect untram-
melled by any knowledge that the Lieun-
tenant-Governor’s views are being an-
tagonized, there will not be a point in
the whole discussion where members will
enjoy that full freedom of debate which
is their unquestioned right. The govern-
ment has interposed the office of Lieuten-
ant-Governor between itself and the le-
gislature. This is not all, for the moment
the Lieutenant-Governor’s views  are
placed before the public upon any ques-
tioa of pending legislation, the whole sys-
temn of ministerial government falls to
the ground. The responsibility for this
extraordinary action rests, not upon the
Lieutenant-Governor, but upon his mini-
sters, who have thrown down one by
one all the bulwarks of constitutional
government. We do not know if this is
done in ignorance or not, but there is
reason to believe that it is not. Shortly
after the Turner ministry was dismissed
the Finance Minister’s paper, the News-
Advertiger, replying to the Colonist, said
that in a provinee like British Columbia
it was impossible to apply the principles
of responsible government.

We submit that the time has come
when the people of this province shall be
informed if they are living under respon-
sible government or not. If they do it
is very clear that the duty of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor is to surround himself
with advisers ;who will treat his com-
munications ta them with the same hon-
orable secrecy” as he treats their com-
muuications te him. This is not a mat-
ter of triﬂipg or passing interest, for we
fear if this and future legislatures are
to be told before they consider any sub-
ject what the Lieutenant-Governor’s
views are, parliamentary government will
be' endangered and ministerial responsi-
bility ‘will become a thing of the past.
We trust that'some member of the house
will take occaBion to place on record 3
resolution ‘declaring against any repeti-
tion of the extraordinary course which
the government has seen fit to take.

The patriotic meeting to be held in the
Drill Hall to-morrow eyening will doubt-
less be largely attended. Victoria must
L get in line with her sister cities.

_

Not one paper in British Columbia
has endorsed the proposal current a week
or so ago that a coalition should be
formed between the government and
opposition. It is somewhat singular
that while this idea is known to have
met with favor.in certain quarters in the
house, there is absolutely no response to
it in the country. The reason of this
is not far to seek. 'The grounds of oppo-
sition to the present. government are
matters in which principles are involved,
and the country is in no mood to stand
a compromise made for personal reasons.
Those persons who think otherwise—and
so far as we know they are few in num-
ber—have simply not informed them-
sel'ves as to the condition of public
opinion. 3
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How absurd it is for the Times to say
that the Colonist blames the eight-hour
law for the closing of the War Eagle and
Centre Star mines. Here is what the
Colonist said: “The shutting down of the
War Eagle and Centre Star mines will
be a very severe thing for Rossland and
Trail, notwithstanding the fact that the
intention is to: instal a more extensive
plant. 'The discharge of a large number
t of employees from these mines, and pos-
sibly in consequence from the Trail smel-
ter coupled with the interruption of work
through ' the working of the eight-hour
law is an unfortunate thing for Xoo-
tenay.” By no possible construetion ‘of
| language can’ this be distorted*’fo ‘mean
that the mines mentionéd were closed
down by reason of the eight-hour law.
In fact it is expressly stated that they
were closed for an entirely different rea-
son, Why cannot the Times avoid this
cheap misrepresentation of its contempor-
aries?

The Yukon Sun corngratulates the
Canadian Development Company upon
getting mail through from Bennett to
Dawson 'in eight days, and says it be-
lieves the superintendent ‘of the service
when' he says 'hé¢ will soon have.the
route covered in eight days. It is quite
a new thing to look forward to getting
a letter from Victoria to Dawson in-ten
days in the winter.time, . Next winter,
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shareholders the net profits from the sale of all goods made by its snareholders.
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THE BUSINESS OF beseen that the 8 dicate will not only benefit its y way of
THE SYNDICATE also ina position to dispose of all
holders.
the ymises. It will be seen that to manufacture goods on so 20 & scale it v’vould ‘be necessary
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Toques for Children.
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== People’s Knitting Syndicate,ume.

Incorporated by Ontario Provincial Charter under the Ontario Companies Acts.

Head office and mm, TORONTO, ONT.

AUTHORIZED -CAPITAL STOCK, . -

Divided into shares of $1.00 each, of which 100,000 shares are offered for public B
subscription. (Each subscriber of twenty shares to be furnished a twenty
dollar knitting machine free to work for tiae Syndicate and to share in the net:

FOR THE PEOPLE.

$180,000.00.

PRESIDENT: A. W. MAYBURRY, Esq.. r.p., Toronte. DIRECTORS: P. J. I.
HORROCKS, Esq., Consumers’ Gas Company, Toronto ; H. M. HARDY, Esq.,
Toronto; J. H. HUNTER, Esq., Toronto. BANKERS : THE IMTPERIAL BANK
OF CANADA, Toronto, Ont, SOLICITORS : GIBSON ARNOLDI &CO., Toronto, &
Ont. TRUSTEE AND TRANSFER AGENT: STUART S. ARNOLDI, Bsq., North §'
British and Mercantiie Co., Toronto. f

WORK FOR YOU WINTER AND SUMMER.

Read Carefully and Become a Shareholder.
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5. To each subscriber of twenty $1.00 shares the Syndicate gives fres & twenty dollar Knitting Machine to keep, and also supplies each working shareholder, free of charge, fall
for the work you do, and also to participate in the equal division of the net profits, you have

these machines and yarns to its shareholders FREE. By this plan it can readily
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y 8] family seamless knitting machine, and will 1ast a lifetime with ordinary usage, in fact the Syndicate will guarantee :
TH E MACH! NE :g: m?:‘\?:;o?{y:::y! y‘::nl?g!l’t m knit frzm the finest imported ytrn's to the coarsest of Canadian wool yarn the same as. hand work, but ehzi\;
faster. With each machine a full outfit is sent, together with a supply of yarn to commenceat once. The guidg auuomp::.n ing machine is so plain and the

y times
tion so simple that
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tockings, Golf and Bicycle Hese, Leggings and

s, $5.00 per. 100 + Ladies’ Stockings, $10.00 per 100 pairs; Genta’ Golf and Bicycle Hose complete,
1 00 per 100. All these goods are quickly made on the machine
pay, much more than clerking in store, working in shop or laboring on farm.

can devote all or part of

entrusted to them, and to return made goods promptly to the Syndieate.

, and to do

desiring to become a shareholder of stock, partici] g in the
WHIT vou L] UST ﬁ:ﬂ?ﬁrﬂ. ;gnn,—mm cut ousthe following APPL; ATION FORM, sig:

PO TO JOIN press or Post Office Money Order for $20.00 to the Syndicate’s Secretary, Stuart
i orders are to be made payable.

APPLICATION FORM FOR STOCK AND

STUART 8. ARNOLDI, Trustee and Transfer Agent, 26 Wellington Street, TORONTO, ONT.

1with free samples, instructions and yarn, which I wish sent me as soon as poaciblf.tqjmaab

for the Syn:

1 ) T ing pav
7 their name to it, fill in address and reference, and enclose it with Ex- i§
S. Arnoldi, 36 Wellington Street, Toronto, Ontario, to whom all money

MACHINE.

DEAR SIR,—I enclose you herewith $20.00 in FULL PAYMENT for twenty shares of stock (subject to no other ealls), in The Peoples

receipt of same. The said stock to entitle me to participate in the semi l
delivery for all the Knitting I do for the Syndicate on my i

Name your nearest Express Office :

Your Name

EKnitting Syndicate, Limited, which I wish aliotted to me, and one of your $20.00 machines Lroa, “Z;'" as 71:01: Dc;‘n}:rh#&ug Shaizqsarizli?;;'tc%gifher
me W y"d
of the Syndicate in addity to being

paid cashon

Post Office.

Name Reference, Mr.
Address .

Mention this paper.

VIOCTORIA COLONIST.

Owing to the large number or applications already pouring in, the number of shares ias peen limited to twenty for each subscriber. A

SUBSCRIPTION

LISTS CLOSE IN THIRTY DAYS.

Murderous
Liard Indians

for. Thence they went down to Tele-
graph with Mr. Pope, who left them
following him more leisurely down the
Stikine with a dog team.

The murder of a number of members
of the McTavish family of Indians by
tribesmen in the vieinity of the Liard
river were even more numerous than re-
ported by Mr. Pope.  ‘In all five girls
and three boys of the family were killed
by the murderous savages, and one
woman is held responsible by the resi-
dents of the distriet for the death of all
of them. Besides the McTavish family,
two trappers—George Florent, a French-
Canadian, and P. Collins—and C. Munro,
a prospector known to all old Cariboo
and Cassiar men, were killed by these
Indians, none of whom have been pun-

Eleven Murders Have Been Com-
. mitted by Them in Twenty,
v 1 Yeﬂl’s.

Trappers, a Prospector and
Eight Indians Were

Their Victims.

Word has been received by the depart-
ment of Indian Affairs and by the police
authorities, of fresh trouble—this time
very serious in its character—among the
Indjans of the upper Liard, prebably two-
thirds of whom are still doggedly resist-
ing the inroads of civilization. Natural-
ly the progressive one-third of the native

persecution, and it is stated by the ad-
vices just to hand, brought via Dease
‘Lake, by special messenger to Indian
Agent Todd, that this has culminated in

of McTavish.

The story as related by the special
messenger and mail bearer, E. T. Pope,
who reached Victoria some days ago, in-
dicate that the original massacre may al-
&0 have been followed by the sacrifice of
Stewart, an Indian policeman, and two
companions, despatched from Laketon to

aborigines.

Since the McTavish family adopted
many o fthe customs and beliefs of the
whites, the enmity of their barbarity-lov-
ing tribesfolk has become more and more
intense, until with the coming of an epi-
demic of scurvy last fall, they were ripe
for serious mischief.

medicine men of the tribe, for whom the
Tavishes, it was agreed that there had
tempt, seized the opportunity to start the
cry that the sickness and death had been
brought about by witchcraft—a word that

far-northern wilds.

It was not thought necessary to “try”
for such a crime. A council was held,
the fact being kept secret from the Me-
Tavishes! it was agreed that there had
been no scurvy before the white men
eame; the fact was emphasized that the
Mcfravishes followed in the ways of the
whites; and thereupon they were con-
demned and a‘night attack planned for
their: destruction.

Setting fire to the Mc¢Tavish home, the
savages shot their victims as they es-
cuped from the less cruel flames, only
one of the family of eight succeeding in
reaching the shelter of the forest, and

at Laketon,of which Mr. Pope is manager.
Indian Constable Stewart with two men
started out at once under the guidance
of the sole survivor of the hapless family
to arrest the murderers, and the trio had
not returned when Mr. Pope left his
isolated home in the North, Commis-
sioner Porter, of Telegraph Creek, was
understood to be preparing to send an
effective posse to solve the mystery and
take energetic action in.the case,

Mr. Pope also brings word that Capt.
Dixon and Mr. Mason, who were report-
ed lost on Hay mountain .some two
months ago, are alive dnd well. They
had started from McDame Oreek for
Laketon. provisioned for eight days, and
intending to go:in .over the .ice. - The
river: re-opened suddenly, however,: gnd

for days (their proxisions bei i
ed) the un ortunnt‘eptn“:éne‘l:‘::b.htedhw

the murder of seven members of a Scotch-
Indian family of half-breeds by the namel

apprehend the leaders among the savage |

Two old hags,
prompted undoubtedly by the vengeful,

ultimately the Casca Trading Co.’s store;

was hunting.
return to the post, reported that theé boy
died in the bush, but Mr. Edwards, of
this city, then an employee of the Hud-
son’s Bay Company, found a -bottle of
poison in the pocket of the Indian’s coat.
The last murder, unless the other mem-
bers_of the family have suffered the fs ‘e’
of their relatives, was committed a year
ago, and suspicion again points-to Bikats

ished for their crimes. Of the McTavish
family only the father, two boys and
one girl were left when the last news
was received from the district, and it is
feared that they too have been made
away with, as their lives were threat-
ened. F. C. Dickson, who is at present
in the city, got the story of the earlier
murders from Mr, Engel, who has had
charge of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
post at Liard since 1874, and the latter

lation are subjected to considerable ones he investigated before leaving for
pop! ) ! Vietoria in October last.

Florent and Collins were the first vie-
tims of the bloodthirsty Indians, accord-
ing to Mr. Engel. They were trapping
on the Liard river in the winter of 1882-
83, and were told by the Indians that if
they did not leave the country they
would never go out alive. Having in-
vested their all in an outfit for the win-
ter, they declined to go, and continued
trapping. Since then nothing has been

! heard of them, and according to Mr.

Dickson no steps were taken to bring
their slayers to justice, In the winter
of 1888-89 Munro, while prospecting on

e headwaters of Beaver creek, disap-
peared in the same mysterious manner,
and the efforts to bring his murderer to
trial failed.

In the fall of 1889 the five McTavish
girls were Kkilled. The family, consist-
ing of father, mother and a number of
children, including sisters, brothers and
cousins, went to the Liard country from
Simpson, they belonging to the tribe
which inhabited the district along the
Lower Skeena river. James Sikats, a
Liard Indian, fell in love with one, of
the MeTavish girls, thus arousing the

‘ hat - jealousy of the woman who is now his
never fails to arouse the unreasoning hos- | wife.
tility of the superstitious savages of the

To get even this woman accused
the McTavish girls of witchery, and soomm
the whole tribe were down on them and
threatening their lives. They made it
so uncomfortable that the girls decided
to go to McDame’s, and made a start
for that place. They were closely fol-
lowed by Sikats and his hunting part-
ner, known to the white residents at Pat
Maloy. The men returned to Liard, but
the girls were never heard from again.
An Indian known as Stewart knew of
the murder, having been made a_confi-
dant by Sikats and Maloy, and once
while under the influence of liquor told
the story of the cruel crime, The elder
McTavish also saw the men following
the girls. During the winter of 1893-94
the then Attorney-General ordered.an
inquiry, and it was made, but Stewart
refused to repeat his story, and Mec-

Tavish was afraid to say anything; so

the officials were powerless to act.
During the summer of 1897 one of the

McTavish boys, a cousin, was poisoned

at Sylvester Landing by the same

crowd—in fact the Indians admitted it.

The following winter another of the

boys was poisoned at Mud River, pre-

sumably by an Indian with whom he
The iIndian, upoun his

on tea leaves and lard, ultimately reach- l and _Malloy. They took one of the Mc-
ing Laketon, where they were well cared | Tavish boys out hunting with them, and

upon their return to Liard gave it out
that he had fallen through the ice on the
Highland river. Suspecting that there
had been more foul play, Messrs. Dick-
son, Joseph Lauzon and George Swesey,
who were prespeeting on the Hyland
river, made a search for: the body, and
found it when the ice went out. On
investigation they also discovered that
the: skuil had been erushed with an: axe.
They reported the circumstances to Mr.
Porter, the government agent, and he in
turn reported to the Attorney-General,
but no steps were taken to fix the
crime—at least no action had been taken
up to the time that Mr, Dickson left the
country last October, and it is feared
that the Indians, whose bloodthirsty
natures have not been curbed, have dur-
ing the winter murdered the other mem-
bers of the family.

The Council In
Special Session.

At a conference betwen the city bar-
rister, W. J. Taylor, and the Mayor and
board of aldermen, last evening, it was
decided to at once bring into court the
case between the city and the B.C. Elec-
tric Railway and Lighting Company—the
point in dispute being the right of the
tramway company to discontinue operat-
ing their Douglas street line - between
Burnside road and the city limits. Mr.
Taylor explained the status of the case
very fully, pointing out that certain leg-
lative powers which the tramway com-
pany had secured since the granting of
the original charter, had changed the as-
pect of the case considerably, After the
conference the council proceeded to re-
gular business.

There 'were present his worship Mayor
Hayward, in the chair, and a full board.

The first business was the Victoria-
Chilliwack railway by-law. Ald. Beck-
with thought that as Mr. Bodwel]l was
not present, as agreed, to explain the pro-
position of his company, the by-
law should be proceeded with.
Ald. Cameron and Brydon were in
favor of proceeding with the by-law,
though the former did not want to take
any action which would prevent the
council taking up any new scheme of ad-
vantage zzhlch might come forward.

Ald. ‘Kinsman was not in favor of
proceeding with undue haste. If the by-
law was put before the city.now it would
net carry.

His worship was of the opinion that it
would be'well to defer the by-law for a
time in view of the fact that offers had
been received from reputable - parties,
:vul}gse wishes it would be well to con-

Ald. Stewart was in favor of passing
the by-law, but not to fix any date at
present for the voting.

Ald: Cameron thought that in view of
the difference of opinion which existed
it would be well to lay/it over for one
‘week.

The Mayor thought it would be folly in
view of Mr. Bodwell’s letter to close the
door on two new schemes.

Ald. Yates had no intention to close the
door on any schemes, but thought it well
to push along with the by-law.

_Ald. Kinsman was of the opinion that
little would be heard of ' these new
schemes .had not the Port Angeles
scheme: been brought forward. :

After some further discussiom Ald.
Beckwith withdrew his motion.

::Ald. Hall- called the attention of the
board to the faét that the storm of Mon-
day‘evening -had blown‘down two large

trees in the park, and the eauanil ad-
Journ

The Maj

Legislature Votes Down
jution Against His Conne
w:.th P_rtv Caucus

Railway Blils Advanced i
mittee—Good Progres,

General Business.

Wednesday, Kebr

Upon the opening of the hot
prayers by Rev. Canon Bean
petition was presented by Mr
Martin from the Vancouver Cl
respect to the proposed amendr
consolidation of the Vanco
charter.

PRIVATE BILLS.

Mr. Green presented the eley
port from the private bills cof
stating that, the preamble had b)
proved of the bill to incorpg
Synod of New Westminster, but
rules had not been complied wif
case of the petition for incorpo.
the Western Telegraph & TelepH
Ltd.

A debate arose as to the deq
of suspending the rules for ‘thy
of the latter organization, w
admitted to be in the public
and the report was finally refer
to the committee for reconsider
this particular section, recess bei
by the house.

On the resumption of bug
twelfth report was handed up
committee interested, recommen
extension of time for the rece
petitions, by which the Weste,
graph & Telephone Co. will be|
to complete their incorporation
report was received and adoptd

A MATTER OF PRIVIL

Mr. Higgins, addressing himg
matter of privilege, directed attq
a publication in the Times of
with respect to his missing
steamer at Vancouver on return
the inspection of the New Wes
asylum for the insane. He den
he had been button-holed by an|
if the paper had said ladies i
have been a different matter—a
full blame to himself for havi
foolish enough to miss the Cha

“ Which charmer?”’ innoce
quired Hon, Mr. Henderson, W
house smiled audibly.

Tt was the steamer Charmer th
member for BEsquimalt had refq
and the burden of his complaint]
the Times appeared to be that h
having found fault with Capt.
for not having gone back for h
deed, he had merely waved a
to Mr. Tisdall and then retired
the shed to metaphorically kick

Mr. Prentice endorsed the nary
the incident ds given in the Tim
faithful report so far as he
serve, and the incident th
dropped.

PLACER MINING AMENDA

Bills for the amendment of th
Mining Act and amending acts
troduced by Hon. Mr. Hende
Mr. Joseph: Martin—each rece
first' reading and being set foi
reading. at the next sitting of ¢h

Mr.; Kellie challenged a priva
ber's right to present such leg
and asked for a decision of the
Mr. Speaker. The latter rule
ever, that he could not pronoun
the admissability of any measy
he had seen it—and so the first
was -agreed to.

A bill to amend the Inspe
Metalliferous Mines Act was in
by Mr. Hume, and also receive
troductory reading.

ALREADY ACCOMPLISH

Mr. Higgins applied for perm
have dropped from the orders b
for the printing of the corres
with respect to the working of 4
hour law. He understood
ments in gquestion had alres
printed.

MR. SPEAKER'S POSIT

Capt. John Irving moved, sec
My, Price Bllison, that “in th
of this house it is a menace
mentary institutions for the Sq
the house to attend party caud

The mover explained that ki
tion had been prompted in a
by reports on the question
Speaker’s position that had la
current, and a feeling that 4
should definitely determine t
that a Speaker should take on
tion. = Personally he thought
Speaker should not take an a
with either side of the house,
as he was supposed and exped
absolutely impartial in his deal
the house. He asked for a ru
house upon the principle
which was all that the resol
templated.

Hon, Mr. Semlin confessed th
been considerably interested in|
lution when it appeared on t
.and somewhat in.doubt as to
meant by the mover. He had
how parliamentary institutions
‘government could be in any ¥
ed, one way or another, by th

, attending or not attending th
of the party to which he m
allegiance. He regretted to
‘the mover had in no way
simplified or made good his pg
for the party status of the §
had always been the practice
other houses, to select for the
chair a strong and dominant
the dominant party, and he fa

« wherein the Speaker became
a partizan by attending the ¢
the party with which he mi
sympathy. It certainly coul
‘bearing or effect upon his posi
impartiality as Speaker of tH
- Mr. Turner expressed very
able . surprise at the positio
the leader of the governmg
question, the motion being on

‘ (Mr.. Turner) believed to e
what shounld be the view of
bers of. both political partied
‘Speaker should occupy the
pendent position.: He questid
‘Speaker in the history of pd
ernment in British Columbisg
taken so prominent a party
attend a-“caucus; and holdin
attendance ‘at _caucus cou
stimulate a feeling of partis
breast of the Speaker, pointg
the Speakers of the past in ¥
umbija (regardless of party
‘had’ refrained from atte
caucuses or other distinctly
‘tions. It had not been assu
resolution that any Speaker h
thig onwritten: but- well unde|
it-was merdly to afirm and




