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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

It has been decided by the city coun-
cil and'a public meeting of citizens that
the celebration of the Queen’s birthday
in Victoria shall for this year omly be
postponed until June 21 and June 22.
This is not to be understeod agan’ aban-
donment of May 24 a8 an annual cele-
bration, but simply is intended to put
this city, which bears Her GraciousjMa-
jesty’s name, in line with the other cap-
itals of the Queen’s dominions.

'THE SUBSIDY BILL.

The railway subsidy bill was passed

to its second reading Friday night by a
substantial majority. If Dr. Walkem had
not come in a moment too late his vote
-also would have bheen cast for the meas-
ure. The opposition having now placed
themselves on record in respect to the
measure, and having failed to carry
their point, will no doubt be prepared to
strengthen the hands of the government
“in pressing upon the Dominion the
claims of the Provinee for assistance in
railway construction which we are sure
they recognize as fully as any one else.

THE CROW’S NEST PASS RAILWAY

We are not greatly syrprised at the re-
ported refusal of the Canadian Pacific to
accept a subsidy of $8,150,000 condition-
al on the surrender of the exemption
from government interference with its
transportation rates and the right to
construct branch linee on filing location
claims., Under its charter the com-
pany’s rates may not be interfered with
by the government until a dividend of-10

per cent. on the stock has been earned, | he has a very small portion. As the re-

which, go far ‘as the present manage-
. ment and ownership of the road is con-
cerned, is equivalent to a guarantee of
no interference whatever. - The total
earnings of the road each year may be
approximated at $20,000,000. It is,
therefore, very evident that a small in-
terference with rates might in a few
years affect the income of a'much great.?'
sum than the proposed subsidy. While
$3,150,000 is a very large sum of money
to a new company, it is not likely to be
very intluential in determining . the
policy of one in receipt of such
a vast revenue. The right to
construct branch Jines without com-
ing to parliament for authority is also
worth a great deal of money to a trunk
line running through a eountry in the
very infancy;] of its development. By it
the Canadian Pacific is able, if it sees its
wayclear to doso, to head off much of the
competition to which itotherwise might
be subjected.

The situation of the Crow’s Nest Pass
line is somewhat peculiar. The Cana-
dian Pacific intends to build it, at least
such is our information; yet we recog-
nize the extreme difficulty of finding out
the real intention of the great railway
corporations. Perhaps in many cases
they are not quite sure themselves what
they are going to do. The reported in-
terview with the Minister of Railways
leaves it in doubt as to-what the inten-
tions of the company are, and there will
be considerable anxiety in the Province
until the decision has been officially an-
nounced. It will be a very unfortunate
thing if, after all that has been said in
regard to the, *imperative necessity
for the construction of this railway, it
should be postponed for a year or more
by reason of the failare of the
Canadian Pacific and the goverdment 10
come to a satisfactory agreement. The
public has been led to believe that if any
one thing in ‘regard to°railways was
more certain than anything else it was
that this road would be begun this year
and pushed through to completion at the
éarliest possible. day. 3

Later dispatches indicate that the
public has not yet been put in posses-
sionof all the facts of the case, and there-|
fore judgment must be suspended.

BEGINNING NOWHERE
AND ENDING NOWHERE.

The above was a pet expression of the
opposition in the debate on the railway
subsidy bill.- It was very strange Jan-
guage in the mouths of residents of Brit-
ish Columbia. We can recall when it
used to be said of the Canadian Pacific
that it would begin nowhere and end no-
where. Vancouver is the ‘nowhere?”
at which it was to end. We can ima-
gine that if any man three years ago had
asked for & subsidy for a railway from
the Coast to Kootenay he would have
been met by the objection that it began
nowhere and ended nowhere. Two
years ago if anyone had agked for a sub-
sidy to build a line from Penticton to
Boundary Creek he would have been

enough though Oariboo is nowhere when
it is proposed:fo build a line from'the
Coast, it becomes a very “important
somewhere when it is proposed to baild
a line into it from & point on the Cana-
dian Pacific railway.

It is not possible to congratulate the
members of the opposition upon the.
anti-Victoria spirit which they evinced
on the railway debate. The Victoria
people have taken a very different atti-
tude. They have'ingisted that in any
railway subsidy the claims of Victoria
should be considered, but they have
asked nothing for this city that they
were unwilling to grant to other cities.
On the other hand the whole force of
\the opposition has been directed against
what they regard as projects favorable
to this city.

Tuar Hon. Provincial Secretary appears
to have incurred the displeasure of the
opposition in gome especial manner, for
4o them things, which would be all per-
fectly right and wholly praiseworthy in
the case of anyone else, became little
short of criminal in the case of Col.
Baker. Ten years ago a gentleman, ex-
ploring the goutheastern portion of this
| province, discovered eoal lands, organ-
ized a company, bought some of the
lands from the province and paid for
them. Later the same gentleman was
| instremental in organizing s railway
company—which he kept alive by great
effort until the value of the railway as a
commercial enterprise became apparent
to everybody. He never owned very
much of the stock of the company, but
in order to get capitalists to start the en-
terprise, 80 as to warrant an application
for the renewal of the charter, he had to
join with 'hisv fellow-shareholders and
sarrender five-sixths of the stock to
Eastern people.  Of the remaining sixth

sult of his efforts to keep the project
alive the railway will now be built, If
John 8mith, Thomas Brown or William
Jones had done this, he would be re-
garded as a persevering and energetic
man whose efforts were worthy of com-
mendation’and merited some substantial
reward ; but since Col, Baker did it, he
deserves political ostracism, and ought
to be thankful “that - he keeps
out of the penitentiary. Col. Baker
has one faunlt in this connection. He
i8 too lenient with his assailants. He
has done nothing which will not stand
the Rontgen rays of the keenest - eriti-
cism. He has 'been needlessly scrupu-
lous in the matter of voting on B. C.
Southern legislation. He has been in-
strumental in an exceptional way in
bringing to light the great mineral
wealth of East Kootenay, and, if, meta-
phorically speaking, he would take off
his coat and give hisdetractorsthe drub-
bing they deserve, he would do hirmself
justice ard the public a favor.

THE very brief reference, in the report
of the proceedings of the house on Wed-
nesday night, to the Attorney-General’s
denial of any connection of his firm with
the Columbia & Western railway hardly
did justice to his strong and convincing
answer to Mr. Forster’s assertion. Mr.
Eberts showed that while his partner
had acted for the Union Trust Company
of New Yofk in filing the Columbia &
Western Railway Company’s mortgage
for registration and had tried a few small
cases for the B.C. Smelting and Refining
Company, neither his partner nor he
himeself, nor the firm of Eberts & Tay-
lor are or were the solicitors or agents of
the Columbia & Western Railway Com-
pany. His denial was so explicit that
Mr. Forster very, promptly said it was
quite satisfactory and would be accepted
by the house. Thus is another of the
pet opposition scandals buried beyond
the hope of resurrection. 2

TrE Vancouver World is still hot, It
now professes to believe that the editor
of the CoLoN1sT is opposed to the Coast-
Kootenay road. If it were material to
any question now before the public to
establish the position of the editor of
the CoLonisT in regard to that railway,
it would  be the easiest thing in the
world to prove that the World is entire-
ly mistaken. But the CoroxnisT does not
propose to engage in a profitless person-
al discussion. If we were, a certain bad
break‘lately made by the manager of an
esteemed contemporary would be a saf-
ficient warning,
SR IC . S

Mr. Boors punctured Mr. Williams’
tire very neatly. Mr. Williams said that
he was greatly in favor of the subsidy for
the line from the Coast to Boundary
Creek, but opposed to that for the line
from the head of Bute Inlet to Quesnelle.
He diT* not, however, believe the latter
would ever be built. For these reasons
he would vote against the . bill. Mr.
Booth pointed out that the member for
Vancouver was prepared to defeat some-
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Taz Canadian Gazette is very anxious
to have the eight Oanadian premiers
colne to London with M#. Laurier, and
says that it is a penalty of confederation,
that while the Australian colonies will
send seven premiers to London, Canada
will only send one. Bnt.think of what
that one premier will represent. He
will represent a country which spans a
continent, extending’ nearly one-quarter
of the way around theglobein thelatitude
which has from all ages been the honie
of the world-conquering races; a coun-
try washed by three oceans, and con-
taining, land-locked within its borders,
a sea wherein two countries as great as
France might be set as islands, and ye}
be below the horizon to a spectator
standing on its shores; a country with a

.| gold-bearing area greater than Germany

and Austro-Hungary'combined; a coun-
try with fertile prairies greater in ex-
tent than all Central and Western Eur-
ope; a country in which on June 22 the
sun will not go down, for the day god
will have rigen out of the Atlantic waves
before he has descended behind -the
mountaing which mark the boundaries
of Golden Yukon. Yes, Mr. Laarier
will be alone as the representative
of Oanada; but think of what
he will - represent. There = never
marched in a procession in .Imperial
Rome, in all the pride of her greatest
power, the feudatory potentate of a
kingdom half so great or with a tithe of
the potentialities of the land which Wil-
frid Laurier will represent when he
takes his place in the Jubilee parade.

A corrESPONDENT thinks that we have
et the mnew Dominion franchise bill
down too easily. We bardly appreciate
the criticism, for. it was not our inten-
tion to oppose the bill. Indeed, in the
‘brief reference made to it, the opinion

party liked the present franchiselaw.
Our correspondent is in doubt as to how
the provincial franchise can be worked
at Dominion - elections, but he forgets

torily for years. In respect to.cases
where the Dominion and local electoral
districts do not coincide, the bill pro-
vides that the returning officer.shall
make out lists of- the fractional parts of
districts, being governed in so doing by
the provincial voting list. He does this
afier he gets the writ and it will in no
case be an expensive matter. We favor
the provincial franchise in Dominion
elections for the same reason that we op-
pose Dominion interference with local
legislation. This is a federal union of
provinces and the provinces ought to
maintain the largest measure of self-gov-
ernment contistent with a Confedera-
tion,

Tre Times seeks to make it appear
that the Coronist has changed its view
on trade matters, because it favors a
policy which will extend our commerecial
relations with the mother country. There
never was a time in the history of this
paper when its voice was not raised in
behalf of every measure calculated to
promoté a closer union of Canada with
the United *~ Kingdom commercially,
financially, and, if possible, politically.
The present ministry having learned that
nothing could be accomplished in the
way ot closer.commercial relations with
the United States have on second thought
determined to seek closer commercial
relations with Great Britain. If this
can be accomplished there is not a*Con-
servative in Canada, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, who will not give the mea-
sure his hearty approval, and very few
of them will even stop to comment on
the fact that this policy was not adopted
until the negotiations at Washington had

failed. y
R ————

Trae Times says it was an insult to the
provincial newspapers for the Premier
to ask if the Rossland Mining ReView
had a government advertisement. OQur
contemporary has suddenly grown very
jealous of the homor of the provincial
press; but we shall not be too critical.
A late repentance is better than
none, At the same time the Premier
had no intention of insulting the provin-
cial press, which of course the Times
knows perfectly well.

WEe observe in a.contemporary the
statement that Mr, Rithet at the railway
meeting held in Victoria last week re-
flected on the career of Mr. Shaw, C. E,
who made the observation survey of the
line across the Hope mountains. This
is a.pure invention. All that Mr. Rithet
did was to question the value of go hur-
ried a survey in view of the faet that
Marcus Smith, C. E., had declared the
line to be practically not feasible.

Tsx Revelstoke Herald is of the opin-
ion that-the provincial government is

‘Dot in a position to borrow any more
money. That is quite true, but a very

wag expressed that neither political | Public debt

that it was so worked and very satisfac- | L@
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sléamer Victoria a short time ago no
donbt makes him ' feel like being very
cautions, but there is sach a thing as
being absurdly prudent.

TagRE is 8 report that Japan may un-
dertake to prevent the annexation of the
Hawaiian Islands by the United States.
As there are more Japanese than Amer-
icans in the islands it would seem not
unreasonable that they should be pro-
tected from the oligarchical majority.

Tre idea of the Province of British
Columbia undertaking to embark in the
government ownership of railways, and
to count upon the Dominion putting up
two-thirds of the cost of, the lines, is
really too funny ‘for serious considera-
tion.

Ir Texada does not come to the front
this year, it will only be because other
places will get so far alread of where they
now are that no mining section ean hope
to catch up with them in a year. Tex-
ada is'a land of promise and no mistake,

Mz, Semrin’s speech oa thé subsidy
bill was as mild & criticism as could well
be imagined. He wasted his force on
his point of order and his irrelavant
amendment, whichr Mr. Speaker very
properly ruled out.

DOMINION ESTIMATES.

A Comparison Between This Year and
Those Presented for the Pre-
ceding Term,

Below will be found a comparison of
the estimates presented this session at
Ottawa and those for the fiscal year of
1896-7. It must be remembered, how-
ever, that this year’s figures do not con-
tain the supplementary estimates:
Total

1896-97,  1897-98. Decrease
$12,996.533 $13,016,857 $ 20,324*
Charges of man-

agement 165,400 150,650 14,750
Civil government 1,450,336 1,414,155 86,181
Administration of

Justice.......... 771,725
Police.... - 22,000
Penitentaries.....

ation

Agriéulture, ete. .
Quarantine.......
‘Immigration.
Pensions

Railways and
Canals (income) 288,997
Publie Works [in-

come]... 1,966,602
Mail subsidies and
steamship sub-
ventions 637,400
Ocean and river
service 185,078 136,400
Lighthouse and

520,410 479,510

coast service....
Scientific institu- -

tions 85,813 79,639
Marine hospitals,
e 40,143 38,000
Steamboat inspec- .

tion 27,300 27,300

es 472,500 398,500

Superintendent of
insurance 11,500 11,500
Subsidies to Prov-

i 4,239,500

inces 4,239,500
Geolngical survey 67,000 57,000
= 1,012,617 965,640 .

}qndianl

Police 530,000 335,000
Government
A 31;,859 302,699

. the N.W,T..... 3
"Miscellaneous. .. ' 262,623 ' 187560

CCLLECTION OF REVENUES,

956.565
se X 465,674
Culling timber. .. 7 16,.50
eigh! meas-
ures light, in-
spection ..
Inslpeeuon of sta-

140,184

1,790,850 175,752

632,400

93,160
3,000
725,000
1,200

Minor revenues.

4,065,428
174,677 \7 2,977
Postoffice..,. .... 2,787,552 2,636,957 150,895
Trade and Com-
19,100 19,100

118,222 90,938
Chargeable to
consolidated -

fund 89,698,925 88,111,663
R%d mption

e

ebt 603,633 108,879

Militia (capital)y.. 954,466 855,000

Railways and Ca-

nals [ca%ivtal) .. 3,345,224 5,723,606
orks

Pablic
133,101 218,000

* [capital]

Dominion Lands
lé!vﬂbitll] 91,500 90,000

N. h.’r. Bﬁbem%x; 3

‘chargeable

capugal 5,182,102  6-495,575

Grand total $44,831,027 $44,607,238 $223,788
*The starred figures in the columns of de-

creases show increases.

BY WAY OF VARIETY.

He—Your father refuses to give his con-
sent? :
She—Absolutely. .

‘“Then we must elope.” @l

“Ahl let us fly away on the wings of
love.”

‘‘Yes, dearest; I will see if I can work a
railway pass to-morrow.”’—Yonkers States-
man.

Adolphus Softleigh—Ah, my dear Miss
Edith, you do nat dream how many-sordid
men would seek to marry such an inno-
cent, trusting girl as you are, just for her
money. But I hope the man who wins you
will love you for your own sweet sake
alone., Miss Edith-—Indeed, he will ‘have
to. It’s my cousin—whos: name is the
same as mine—who is rich. I haven’t a
dollar of my own. A. 8. (after an awkward
pause)—What strange weather we are hav-
ing lately.—New York Tribune.

‘“ Captain Kidd,” said Mme. Recamier at
her last salon,  permit me to present you
to Lot’s wife. Lot's wife, Captain Kidd:
Captain Xidd, Lot’s -wite, Two such old
salts ought to have met long ago.”—Har-
per’s Bazaar. 2 5

War in 1900.—Son—Papsa, what is that?
Father—That-'is- a torpedo boat. Son—
What is that larger one? Father—That is
a torpedo boat destroyer. Son—And what
is the ‘great big one? Father—That is a
torpedo boat destroyer annihilator, .
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into every home and through it Doctor Ratcliffe
speaks to every family. He speaks to you, He asks 5:

which"you'willdo W&ll to aniswer in person or by letter : ¢
MEN  WOMEN

Ara you weak ? Have you periodical head-:
aches?

our sleep refreshing?
oyyou havg emissions? Do you? have bearing-dewn :
r

0 you have pimples? : A pains?

)0 you shun society ? Do'you feel tired or languid?
re you lacking self-confi- Is your womb disarranged ?
dence? / J Is your complexion sallew ?

0 you have dizziness? % Are lyou subject to dizzy
re your thoughts gloomy ? N spells?
your memory poor? [ Are you constipated ? 4
ave you weak back? Are you losing your agpeme?
Do vour kidneys pain? Have you ringing in the ears?
p Have you exhausied your Have you leucorrhoeal dis
p vitality? charges?
p Are yoar nerves unstrung?
p Do you contemplate marriage
p Are you fit for matrimony ?
4

Have you hysteria?
Is your sleep sound ?
Do you lrave cold feet?

s : o i " ¢
He does it in this way; this little article goesi 4

» . v >4
you, in sacred comfidence, the following questions,$$

4 ¢
¢s As these symptoms become more prominent tﬂ}
ymp

.:E power of manhood and the beauty of womanhood dis-$

) appear. Try aund get back what you have lost. Ex-s
 plain your condition to Doctor Ratcliffe, who is recog- {
<E nized everywhere as the greatest living specialist oni;
) all sexual diseases of both men and women. p<

4

b Is alsoan expert on (3 Absolutely per- ¢

$ DH- RATGL'FF E Gonorrhoea, Strie- I Mall Treatment feci:t ianfda atlr)v:yys p

$®'ture, Syphilis, Varicocele, Hydrocele, satisfac - 4
) Piles, Rupture, Rheumatism, Catarrh, igf’;‘l‘f"? write fothe doctor if you cad 3

p Blpod and, Skin  Disesses and Diseases FREE, BOOK on nervous and sexual ¢

:Aof the Eye, Ear, Brain, Nose, Throat, | diseases to all describing their troubles.

5 Office ‘hours, 9 a.m. 10 8 p.m., except
¢ Heart, Lungs, Liver, 8tomach, Kidneys, Sundays, when he may be eonsaited trom 4
p Bladder and Urinary Organs. . 10 a.m. to 12 m. only, Address 3

s s 713 FIRST AVENUE,
Dr. Ratcliffe, 150855
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*“Why is a strong man like you found

Engineers, Boiler Makers and Manufacturers of all classes of Machirery®
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24’ At one of our large North Country Corner Alexander Street and Westminster Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. .
dozen other places. At present Cariboo province is notj good, for that would be | churches recently a r§&ahionably—dmssad P.O. Drawer 754, Telephone 316. Cable address, “ Co"e.
is nowhere in the opinion of the opposi-

PEACEFUL M

‘W ASHINGTON, AP
legation authorizes

: one, not two, Japang
WE think the News-Advertiser is

too absurd a suggestion. - *| lady happened to go into one of the private
tion, - Yet this ‘“nowhere’ has pro- f

duced ten times a8 much gold as all
the ‘‘ somewheres’ in the province put
together.

It is a pitiable sight to hear men mal-
ign their own Province because a meas-
ure to develop it emanates from some
one with whom they.are not in political
sympathy. Chilliwack was ‘‘ nowhere

wrong in saying that it is best to ignore
such grogs articles as that recently print-}
ed in the Roesland Mining" Review,

tacks upon the members’ of the Provin-
cial government. These have been car-

rieion to such an extent that some of | see that his course in regard to the Alice

B —

+in the minds of th - opposition until-the }the eastern papers take them as admit- | A. Leigh is unwarranted either by law

government decided to subsidize a line "tedly true.'It is time the
$hrough the Hope mountains, Oddly and we think they have been.

v

y were etopped, 'or/good sense.. His unfortunate mistake |

The verger, who is known to.be a ve

AN Awmerican Congressman_ has re- [stern old chap, immediately bustled up {X
fuged to dine with the President because
There has been a disposition recently in | he would have to wear a dress coat. He
some quarters, both within and without | says a dress coat is a badge of aristoc-
the Province, to make scandalous at-|racy. .Is that why waiters wear them? |

her and said:

¢ I'm afraid, miss, you’ll hae to cum oot

o’ that; this is a paid pew.”

¢ 8ir,” said the yonng lady, tumibg

sharply round, * do you know who I 2
I'm gne of the’Fi(‘es.s" ! ap

* I dinna care,” said the old. man, *if

) A ) he big d : !
SureLy the quarantine officer must égg:,?fﬁdj%biﬁghrgg};sﬁfn{l hae-to oum

‘“ Don’t cry,” he entreated.
Then he perceived thather handkerchief

was edged with the most exquisite lace.

,i8 gegard to the smallpox cases on the |self.—Detroit Journal.

¢ Don’t weep,” he said, correcting him-

J

THE SUNNY ‘WAYS.

Spain Tells Insurgents to Come Back and
All Will Be Forgiven.

WasHINGTON, April 15.—A Washing-
ton dispatch to the New York Herald
says the next important move on the
part of Spain in connection with the
Cuban trouble, it is said, will be the

issuance of an amnesty proclamation
similar to that which has just resulted
in the surrender of 25,000 insurgents in

pews. ° :

opinion of Minister de Lome means the
end of war in the Philippine islands.
Encouraged by the good results of the
amnesty proclamation as applied to the
Philippine islands, the Madrid authori-
ties, it is understood in diplomatic cir-
cles, are planning a similar movement
with regard to Cnpa.

“He must not see too much of me,”
mused the wise virgin. Accordingly she
was very careful to have the stripe- of her
gowns run up and down, for besides wisdom

the Philippine‘ islands. This in the

shé had embonpoint.—Detroit Journal.

sailed for Hawalii.
gation says, is not
but to aid in pres
excited Japanese
anese government Y
in respect to rejectex
ceptible of settleme
gotiations, and it is
tion that that will
resorted to.

KNOCK]

St. Pavy, Minn,,
has killed the bill p
under the auspicg
labs.




