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I Strong Statement Before the 

Banking Committee on Bknk 
Act Made by H. C, McLeod, 
Well-known Banking Ex­
pert

MORE BANKS NEEDED FOR 
BUSINESS IN CANADA

The Government Should Pay 
Much Closer Attention to 
Banking Institutions, De­
clares Mr, McLeod to Bank­
ing Committee

Ot a.wa, Apr*! —The txa-ntoing' and
commerce commission, when oonaidera- 

/ t{rin of the new bank act waa taken up 
today, heard the evidence of H. C. Mo- 
j^e-od. ex-ig-eneral manager of the Bank 
of Nova Sootia, and generally recog­
nized as a -banking end -monetary ex­
port. Mr. McLeod came all the way 
from Italy In response to a cablegram 
to place himself at the disposal of the 
committee In order that it might have 
the benefit of h.is ripe experience. He 
made a carefully-prepared statement 
covering the various features of the 
act, praising some of Its provtisions, 
criticizing -others, euggesting new fea­
tures, and dealing In a general way 
with the Canadian -banking system.

He praised Canadian -banking mach- 
e Jnery. contending that 'banking profits 

iin .Canada are not excessive, urging 
greater protection for the depositors, 
defending foreign -loans, advocating a 
rigid and thorough axteraol inspection 
of the general management of each 
bank, and was-of the opinion that amal­
gamation of the" banks should only be 
made possible by act of parliament.

Profits Are Not Excessive.
In addition to these, he made a nirm 

ber of other important suggestions and 
.observations, • l^e, said in paft:

"I am not in aocord with the pre 
vailing idea that banking profits are 

.excessive, an idea voiced by, the press 
as well as by suggestions .before the 
committee. One of the difficulties that 
confronts Canada pertains to the pro­
curement of. sufficient banking capac- 
ity to keep pace with the expansion of 
the trade and the development of the 
country. That difficulty would not ex­
ist if banking held. out. the*-prospect of 
good profits.

“The machinery of the Canadian 
banking system He excellent, but In 
many individual cases It has been used 
without skill, pr recklessly, used. From 
the outset the finance department' has 
failed to- exercise effective control over 
the banks. We are told the govern­
ment is. afraid t-o assume- any respon­
sibility, lest attempt to conserve the 
interest of the bank depositors should 
be construed as an obligation. It is not 
so in other countries.

Rigid External Inspection.
"AmongJtii-e -provisions .that should 

be int-rbducedcÆoT. the protection of de- 
pos-itors. there ought ..to. be .included a 
m-ost- -rigid-and thorough external in 

1 epectiop of,the general management of 
>t .each bank- A less efficient inspection, 

y.or one- whefce -the smaller-banks are 
: lMpè'ctgd ahcT.the larger ones, through 
Influences, gb- free, would-be a mockery 
of the dbposifoi-s’ rightsL :,f-he system 
proposed in t'he bank act is an ac«» 
knowledgement that external inspec­
tion is necessary, but only by the ut- 
most activitydn the department of fi-n- 

« am ce can. this plan be made effective.
I ^)yvfllpulatkm,thfr D™-

N pet qusS-lilcatltips required of thé audi­
tors, and dtf'-is open to ^an-y bank to 
have its balance -sheets duly signed by 
auditors that are no-thing more than 
'dummies' of the general manager.

“External inspection will clear -away 
false accounting and ‘have a sdllltary 
Influence, but there were causes of 
failure, that It may not obviate. It 

* may not save a bank- from over ex­
pansion of loans, nor prevent the in­
evitable consequences of running with­
out sufficient cash -reseryes and liquid 
Resources. The banks should be re­
quired to keep a fixed cash reserve of 
gold and legal tender. Some ten years 
ego I advocated ten per cent of a 
hank’s liabilities to the public; I now 
advocate f if teen per cent, as present 
conditions «how the need of a large 
reserve. There should be a provision 
that in case the percentage is impaired 
the banks should pay to the govern- 

" ment a tax equal to,seven ,per cent per 
Stinum on the deficiency

“At the passage of the bank act In 
1900 there were 36 banks, the average 
capital of which waa $1,863,000. There 
are now 24 banks, the average capital 
being $4,700,000. By the same pro­
gression there, is due to be 17 banks 
toA1923-, with • average capital of $10,- 

• 398,000. By a goodly number of banka 
of moderate size the interests of the 
public are best served; such banks are 
often the strongest in times of stress; 
and their actions are not as likely to 
raise public resentment as are those 
of the gigantic corporation. The num­
ber of thé banks should not be fur­
ther reduced.’*; f :> • -

“Should bank charters be- extended 
longer than ten yearsT' asked Mr. 
Ames.

“It is a matter of lndifferace/* re­
plied Mr. McLeod, “there has been a 
feeling that the matter should come 
up every ten years.”

Local Bank Is Impossible
In answer to another query, Mr. Mc­

Leod said that a branch of a large 
bank could serve the community bet­
ter than a local bank.

“With the way the banking is run 
today,” he said, “I do not think a local 
bank could exist at all. It could not 
compete in exchange,”

Mr. Nesbitt inquired as to Mr. Mc­
Leod's view as to the amount to start 
a bank.

“Five hundred thousand is a small 
sum to start with. A bank must have 
branches. and , it takes four or five 
years before the institution can make
Profits.”

To a further question Mr. McLeod 
aserted that .on $600,000 capital a bank 
could hardly go beyond provincial 
bounds. The small bank, within 
proper limits, was as safe as any 

. other. It could not, of course, pay sal­
aries to attract the Competent man­
agement.

Mr. Northrop: "The small bank with 
smaller capital and unable" to attract 
the best management would not be so 
well able' to protect depositors ?”

Mr. McLeod: "No, not to the same 
extent.” x

“Would not the bank with $500,000 
get as good managers as the local 
managers of the large banks?” asked 
Mr. Turriff.

“The branch managers of thé large 
banks are supervised by experts ek 
head offices,” said the witness. "In 
time each local manager is educated 
to head office ideals.”

“There are many cases where they 
don't,” said Mr. Turriff.

'Yes; we all know that”
“Would you limit bank capital?" 

asked J. H. Sinclair.
“The Idea is well worth consider­

ation."

BIL HU MS 
IT BHTIL IS 

UFE SIZED
The city's bill for indigent patient» 

at the General Hospital la a surpris­
ingly large one.

According to the report eubmitted 
to the eommieeionere yesterday by 
the General Hospital 3813 patients 
who are too hard up to pay their 
hospital bills, have been treated titer» 
since December. Altogether the city 
ewe» the hospital for 6640 hospital 
days, making an average of about 
two days each.
From February 16 to March 28. 247 

Indigent patienta received treatment 
for an average of from two to three 
days each, making 633 hospital days 
for which the city pays at the new rate 
of $1.26 per day, making a bill of 
$666.26.

For the remainder of the patienta 
the city pays at the old rate of 25c, 
making a total of $1601.75 for S369 
patients, or 6007 hospital days.

The total of the bill sent to the city 
la $2,168. The amount seems unneces- 
aarlly large. Several of the aldermen 
have expresed the opinion that It aeeme 
doubtful there are so many thousands 
of citizens, residents of Calgary, who 
are actually unable to pay their hospi­
tal bills.

Dr. Lincoln has advised that the city 
apply for legislation enabling hospital 
bills to be charged up as taxes to all 
patients owning land In the city, as 
soon as the new joint board Is In­
augurated and It Is likely some steps 
will be taken along this Una

NOMINATIONS YESTERDAY.

LIBERAL. 
ACADIA—John A. MeColl. 
QLEICHEN—John T. McArthur.

CONSERVATIVE. 
VEQFEVILLE—Fred Morrison.

IT
RILEY'S EL

The Rev. S. Bacon Hillocks addressed 
a, well-attended meeting at Riley Hall 
last evening. He delivered the same 
"trenchant” speech he delivered at the 
convention last Saturday afternoon 
when he -received the nomination, re­
peated that evening at Paget Hall, and 
again at Pleasant Heights Tuesday 
evening, except that the risque story 
describing his feelings and the state­
ment that 'he placed his political prin­
ciples before his God were eliminated 
and a few epigrammatic sentences were 
Introduced by way of enlivenment. The 
exact drift -or application of some of 
them was difficult t-o gather, but as 
they usually served to draw a laugh or 
a round of applause, that may have 
been thqlr purpose. Here are some of 
them:

"The A & G. W. episode was settled 
around a table with Pittsburg stogies, 
and they beat -the devil at' hie own 
giame.'A

"Mr. Miqhiener hae. no policy of set­
tling the A. & G. W. matter. How 
could be have when it is mot yet at an 
end?”

"The A & G. W. matter cannot be 
••ttled until Mr. M-L-chener and his party 
come into power.”

"I do mot atand before you tonight 
to put the Conservative party Into 
power, -but to redleemiV th?, province 
from bankruptcy.”

"Good roads was the fundamental 
idea In the development of Egypt, and 
it to the earns In Alberta."

"The workmen’s -compensation aot Is 
not a good law. My Idea of such a law 
is that if a man Is injured at his oc­
cupation wholly as the fault of his em­
ployer, he should not receive a per­
centage of his usual wage, but the full 
amount If the fault lay equally be­
tween ih-lm and hie employer he should 
•receive 60 per cent of his-usual wage, 
and if the fault was wholly his, ho 
should receive nothing.”

An appalling silence tell upon the 
gathering, which was composed to some 
extent of working men.

"The Implement bill is negative leg­
islation. The whole thing depends upon 
the courte."

"The elevator bill is a good biM, but 
it does not represent the brains of the 
8 if ton government. The government 
drafted a bill which was not; satisfac­
tory; then the farmers drafted the one 
that was passed. But the bill is of 
no use.”

"If more people were to take the 
idea of the-parson In politics, the coun­
try would be better off.”

The Rev. Mr. Hillocks added another 
•craf t' to the many callings he has fol­
lowed when he declared:
- "I am a trained tradesman."

He proceeded to say he -did not' be­
lieve any man could live on $4 or $5 a 
day to this country. .

"M yo-u get in will you raise w-ages?" 
oame from an auditor.

No answer—silence most profound.
The Rev. Mr. Hillocks kept his pro­

mise made the evening -before, that he 
would not again refer to The Albertan. 

■ — —--------------- -

OBITUARY

“Would you limit deposits in any
Lank?"

“The tendency would be to reduce 
■the interest on the deposits.”

To Mr. Macdonald, Mr. McLeod said 
®e capital should be limited and the 

■"serves increased. If this did not 
work out to the advantage of circula­
tion some other way would have to be 
found,

More Bank» For Canada
To Mr. Turriff the witness said that 

C anada would be better with 40 or 60 
and a capital not above five 

millions He would keep the extra-

White—Thé death occurred In Cal­
gary on Wednesday afternoon. April 2, 
of Rev. Joseph White, aged 82 years, 
at the residence of his son, Mr. R. C. 
G. White, 231 Third avenue N, E„ 
Mount Pleasant The deceased was 
formerly of Ottawa, Ont, and only 
came to Calgary about two weeks 
ago. Mrs. White predeceased him in 
October of 1912, and there are four 
sons left to mourn the loss of a loving 
father, R. C. G. White of McFarlane 
& White, druggists, Calgary; T. P. 
White, of Winnipeg; W. G. White, of 
Vancouver; J. L. White, of Greenwood, 
B. C. The remains were removed to 
Shaver's undertaking establishment, 
1206-10 First street east. Hour and 
place of funeral will be announced 
later.

Sharratt—The death occurred on 
Wednesday afternoon, April 2, of Reg­
inald Lamport Sharratt, aged 25 years, 
of 2128 Eighth avenue. East Calgary. 
The funeral takes place from Shaver's 
chapel, 1206-10 First street east, on 
Friday afternoon at 2.30. Interement 
takes place in Union cemetery.

Large Bequest for Salvation Army
London, April 2—Mrs. E. J. Emery, 

an American who has long been a resi­
dent of England, and who recently 
died here, bequeathed $100,000 to the 
Salvation Army for work among wo­
men and girls. in foreign countries. 
She also left smaller bequesta to char 
ity. The balance of her estate, which 
amounted In all to $460,000, goes to 
nephews and nieces in America. Of­
ficers of the Salvation Army eald to­
night they believed Mrs. Emery form­
erly resided In Minneapolis.
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Uncolored Truths About the Provincial Telephone System
(Continued from page one)

COST COMPARED WITH 
MANITOBA SYSTEM

Now let no consider the cost I here­
with make a careful comparison of 
the telephone system of Alberta with 
that of Manitoba. Both are provin­
cial systems, and started at the same 
time. I shall use eome figures, 
but urge my readers to wade through 
them, because they are worth while. 
I quote from a blue book published by 
the Dominion government "Telephone 
Statistics of the Dominion of Canada," 
and from ithe "Report of the Depart­
ment of Railways and Telephones of 
the Province of Alberta." Both are 
official.

The comparison is hardly fair to 
Alberta for three reasons;

(1) 'Alberta is e less thickly settled 
country than Manitçba, and has a 
much larger non-profltable area. More 
than 66 per cent of Its lines are rural 
lines. In Manitoba only 34 per cent 
of Its lineage Is rural.

(2) The telephone system In Alber­
ta, with its rivers end mountains, is 
more difficult to construct and main­
tain. Besides, the cost of material Is 
ten per cent higher In Alberta than 
in Manitoba.

(3) In the third place, the service 
in Alberta Is more complete and sat­
isfactory than the service In Winnipeg. 
That Is a question of opinion, but one 
which I believe will be accepted by any 
person who has had experience with 
both systems.

GREAT DIFFERENCE IN 
COST OF CONSTRUCTION

With these facts In mind let us ex­
amine the two systems. The total cost 
of the Alberta system up to date is 
$5,598,848. It has 21,812 telephone»

The cost of the Alberta system 
Is a little less than $267 per tele­
phone. The telephone system of the 
province of Manitoba cost $9,795,- 
723. It lias 38,797 telephones. The 
Manitoba system cost $278 per tele­
phone. Under the circumstances that 
looks very favorable to Alberta- De­
spite greater difficulties 1n construc­
tion by the price for material and 
sparsely settled' country the cost of 
construction la ten percent less.

ALBERTA SUBSCRIBERS 
PAY LESS FOR PHONES

A comparison of the cost to the sub­
scriber shows that Alberta telephone 
users pay much less in Alberta than 
in Manitoba. The revenue In Alberta 
per telephone last year was $31.20. The 
revenue In Manitoba per telephone last 
year was $35.80. The comparison 
should be stronger in favor of Al­
berta, for of the total revenue, $286,- 
862 was long distance and the average 
exchange telephone In Alberta cost the 
subscriber only $22.40 and the average 
rural subscriber paid a little over $9.00. 
The Manitoba report does not separate 
the revenue and a closer comparison 
cannot be made. However, these fig­
ures show that the Manitoba system 
charges 11 percent at lesat more than 
the Alberta system.

Los* Dtetmnee Uses an<
OfOee», Dee., 1»06, 

after 14 yearn of priva* 
ownership; 480 miles o., 
tine and 800 subscribers.
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1912.
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Now let us discuss the cost of oper­
ation. The coat of running the sys­
tem, to the province of Alberta, despite 
the large areas and long stretches was 
$19.20 per telephone. The cost of run­
ning thesyertem in the provinoe of 
Manitoba, with its more compact 
plant, was $25.80.

So here, in brief; is the comparison 
between the two systems;

Alberta Manitoba
Cost of Construction 

per telephone ..$257.00 $278.00 
Cost to the subscriber 

per telephone .. 31,30 35.80
Cost of operation 

per telephone.. ig.20 25.30
Now that is a pretty good showing 

for the Alberta system.

ALBERTA'SHOWS VERY 
SATISFACTORY SURPLUS

In 1912 the revenue fo rthe province 
was $680,781 and the expenditure was

$618,448, leaving a surplus of $62,2811. 
The expenditure Included operation, 
maintenance and . interest. There Is 
nothing for depreciation for the reason 
that the department, through Its main­
tenance department has kept up to a 
high Stanford.. That is the system the.t 
Is adpptecFln all telephone companies. 
A telephone system Is not like a print­
ing, plant or a sidewalk. When wirçs 
became broken or an instrument Is 
faulty, they are taken out and replaced 
by good ones and the expense comes 
out of the maintenance.

No criticism hae been offered, as far 
as we can find out. of the maintenance 
or of the operation of the company. 
The opposition has made complaint in 
the house. Mr. Tweedlo Insists that 
In addition to the revenue covering 
operation, maintenance and interest it 
should allow for depredation and 
sinking fund. There is no need of 
that The province of Manitoba does 
not even Include Interest on the in­
vestment.

It Is a straight question of policy. 
Shall the government raise the rates 
and meet this unnecessary item of ex­
penditure or shall It keep on as at 
present and keep the present rates?

It Alberta had the Manitoba rates 
last year it would have had a surplus 
of $162,000. If the cost of operation In 
Alberta had been as great last year 
as the province of Manitoba, we would 
have a deficit of $71,000.

This comparison shows that the tele­
phone system has been conducted in 
an admirable manner. The first act 
taken by the Alberta government was 
to reduce the tariff to the consumer. 
Once again the price was reduced.

Despite the fact that the obstacles 
are numerous, the province wide and 
more difficult to . string telephones, 
that the population la scarce, that the 
cost of labor and material Is higher, a 
comparison between Alberta and Man­
itoba, shows that the Alberta system 
is administered with the maximum of 
efficiency and at the minimum of cost 

W. M. D.

Carload of Toronto Beef, Bearing No 
Government Stamp, is Condemned on 

Arrival by Dominion Meat Inspector

A CARLOAD of. dressed meat, 
bearing ho government stamp, 

was condemned by the govern­
ment meat inspector here yes­

terday, under the clause of the Domin­
ion Meat Inspection act, which pro­
hibits the shipment of uninspected or 
condemned meat from one province to 
another.

The t*r load was consigned to P. 
Bums Co. .where the only government 
meat Inspector In southern Alberta 
la stationed, and consequently, came 
directly under the inspector-'s atten­
tion. Had it been sent elsewhere, the 
ohanoe of diseased carcasses in the 
cargo, reaching the Alberta consumer, 
would have been very favorable.

The evident attempt to "unload" this 
cargo of meat on the western public 
follows significantly after the opening

of Toronto’s municipal abattoirs. As 
the rigid meat Inspection laws of On­
tario are too well enforced not to be 
well known, the supposition Is that tilé 
car load was hustled out of the prov­
ince to find an easier market ip a leas 
carefully protected city than. Toronto.

Quite recently Toronto established 
Its own abattoir and adopted a bylaw 
practically Identical with that en-, 
domed recently by the Calgary health 
board. Twenty-eight local abattoirs 
were closed in Toronto, and the regu­
lation making It imperative that every 
carcass sold bear the stamp of the 
inspector’s approval, Is being rigidly 
enforced.

The uninspected carload which 
found its way to Calgary will be either 
returned or destroyed, and the Incau­
tious shipper will bear the loss.

HENRI W. LEES WES ill HIKE IS TO
code wuh on;

Leg Fractured in Street Car 
Accident, Due, He Says, to 

Defective Brake
The City of Calgary is named fo de­

fendant in a suit for $26,000 which 
is being commenced In the supreme 
civil court by Henry W. Lees. The 
plaintiff, It seems, was a passenger 
on one of the extra cars connected 
with a trailer carrying the spectators 
back from the Bums’ arena on Sep­
tember 4, last, where a boxing exhibi­
tion had taken place. Due to the fact 
that the trailer was not fitted with a 
brake, the motorman lost control of 
the oar on one of the grades on the re­
turn journey and when the car reached 
the bottom of the hill the momentum 
was so great that the cars left the 
rails, causing a wreck.

The plaintiff was on the end of one 
of thé seat» of the trailer and when 
the accident occurred the sideboard» 
of the car gave way but the uprights 
held. In eome manner Lees" leg was 
pinioned to the uprights, and while in 
this position a number of passengers 
fell on him and In the turmoil his leg 
was fractured. Mr. Lees was confined 
to h1s be dfor so me time on account of 
bis Injuries and two months afterward 
was forced to undergo an operation at 
which time two pieces of bone were 
removed from the injured limb, the 
bones being entered as one of the 
exhibits.

McArdle & Davidson are appearing 
as counsel for the plaintiff and the 
city Is represented by A. H. Clarke, 
K. C, an dCity Solicitor C. J. Ford.

WATERWORKS EXPERT EF­
FECTS SAVING IN SUPPLY

(Continued from Page 1.)

profits as a. protection to depositors.
Mr Emmerson inquired were banks 

being interested in allied or subsidy 
Institutions such as trust companies.

"The allied Institutions, I think, are 
a menace to the country," Mr. McLeod 
said.

The examination of Mr. McLeod will 
b«-continued on Thursday. ,

say», will effect a saving of 2,000,000 gal­
lons. •

When The Albertan made Inquiries of 
Mr. Fawkes last night he Intimated that 
he had no knowledge of the Information 
and suggestions contained In Mr. Child's 
report

The loss, which It Is said amounts to 
about 20 per cent of the total supply, 
Is a serious one. The two leaks already 
repaired mean a saving of 6 per cent 
dally, and this la a; very considerable 
item. . : *■

Home Secretary Asks for 
Change to Meet the Prison 

Attacks of the Militants
London, April 2.—On moving: the 

sooomd reading: of «the bill to circum­
vent "hunger strikes ” b$ militant suf­
fragettes condemned fo prison, Mr. 
Reginald McKenna, the British home 
secretary, today urged the house of 
commons to give him the powers neces­
sary fo deal with the set of new cir­
cumstances brought about by the suf­
fragettes.

Mr. McKenna said that the terms of 
the bill which provides for the tenr- 
pomry discharge of the offender whoso 
discharge 4-s deslra/ble on account of 
health conditions, would give him 
power which would make him very re­
luctant to resort to forcible feeding.

The home secretary explained -that 
under the existing law only three 
courses were open to those responsible 
for do-lng everything in their power to 
keep the prisoner» alive. If prisoners 
went on a hunger strike they could 
either be released, forcibly fed, or food 
could be .placed 1-n their cells and the 
prisoners allowed to die it they did not 
take it.

At the present time, said the home 
secretary, he had no power to release 
prisoners not sentenced to penal servi­
tude without remitting their sentences 
altogether.

Mr. -McKenna remarked that publicity 
was the keynote of the militant suf­
fragette propoganda. Alternately -the 
suffragettes, he said, shocked the pub­
lic by the violence of their outrages 
and attempted to enlist sympathy by 
publishing tales of -their sufferings In 
prison.

The «home secretory warped the house 
and the nation not to attach too much 
importance to these terrible tales of 
suffering caused by forcible feeding. 
These prisoners, he said, had declared 
war against society, and all govern­
ments were responsible for law and 
order.

M the -new bill was passed he would 
•be able t-o release prisoners whose 
health was suffering from want of 
food.

Charles A. «McCurdy, a Liberal mem­
ber, opposed the bill. He said legisla­
tion would be wholly unnecessary If 
tile government would extend fair 
treatment «to the quo*tdon of woman 
euffraea.

TO AMEND WORKMEN’S 
COMPENSATION ACT;

CLIFFORD JONES
(Continued from Page 1.)

Would Protect SprlnXbuk People.’
“As to the florin^bank irrigation 

matter, I take the .position that the 
provincial government should put one 
of its auditors to work to ascertain just 
how much money is outstanding 
against the,, irrigation district, and 
When that ti’ascertained, pay it oft and 
taka over thé rights of the district

"My reason tor taking that position 
is that I am convinced that fully 90 
per cent, if not a ’larger percentage, of 
the people in the Sprlngbank district 
who are affected hy the litigation that 
has been started are absolutely Inno­
cent of any moral obligation. They 
came Into the district after the ovd 
Irrigation scheme had dropped out • of 
eight, end as there never was a record 
of any kindi there was no reason why 
they should know that any such obli- 
getion rested against the property they 
bought.

"Under these circumstance», and as. 
the matter hae stood so long, that no 
one knows how muoh is owed, my view 
is that the government should put an 
auditor on the work of ascertaining 
just what the amount is, and then pay' 
It and take over the rights of the Irri­
gation district dealing with It in the 
future as might be found to be beet
I have no doubt the time will come 
when the property could be utilized 
for eome useful purpose, particularly 
It a dry period of years such as brought 
It Into existence should come, when 
the work could be completed and be 
made very beneficial, or the ditch might' 
perhaps be utilized by the city some 
time. In any event, it seems to me 
to 'be up to the government to pay off 
the- indebtedness even if nothing is ever 
■done with the property.

"There are eome of the things I hope 
to further If I should be elected to the 
legislature. I expect to exercise my in­
fluence on .behalf of them in any cate, 
but, of course, if elected, 1 would be 'n 
a position to exert a much stronger 
Influence than otherwise.”

McArthur In Glelchea.
J. T. McArthur, of Gleiehen, was 

nomdmated as the candidate of the 
Liberal party for Gleiehen constituency 
at a convention held at Langdon last 
evening. Both Mr. McArthur and Henry1 
Sorenson were candidates before the 
convention, but after some discussion 
of the situation, Mr. Sorenson with­
drew, announcing that he will not be 
a candidate in the campaign, and Mr. 
McArthur was nominated unanimously.

Jones' Committee Rooms.
Clifford T. Jones, Liberal candidate 

In the South Calgary constituency, has 
opened committee rooms at 1314b, First 
street west The telephone number Is 
M5608. The rooms will be open every 
day from 2-o'clobk In the afternoon to 
19 o’clock in the evemûng.

Liberal Convention.
The Liberal convention to nominate a 

candidate for Centre Calgary will be 
held this afternoon at 5 o'clock in the 
Crown block.

F Morrison tor Veereville.
Fred Morrison, of Vegrevtile, hoe 

been nominated as candidate'of the 
Conservatives for Vegrevllle constitu­
ency. ! - !■•••.

r '
Clark In Vermilion.

J. W. Clark, who opposed Premier 
Slfton in his first contest In Vermilion 
-will in all probability be the premier’s 
opponent again. The convention will 
be held Friday.

Conservative Hendqnartere.
Centrai headquarters for the Coh- 

eervntlve party for all of the province- 
south of Red Deer, have been opened 
In the former residence of Dr. T. It. 
Blow, on Seventh avenue weet, opposite 
the new Hudson's Bay «tore.

Camroae Polities Active 
Edmonton, April 2.—The Camroae 

campaign being conducted by George 
P. Smith in the Camroae district indi­
cates that that portion of the province 
is almost entirely in favor of the Sif- 
ton government. The active work be­
gan a week ago, with Mr.. 8mlth-a 
nomination, and since then meetings 
have been held all through the riding, 
and the unanimity In favor of the

Liberal government la surprising even 
the moat optimistio workers. Almost 
to a man the farmers are pledging 
themselves to Mr. Smith, and he will 
be elected by an immense majority.

No Conservative candidate has yet 
appeared in the field, but notices have 
been - posted calling for all who are 
opposedeto' the Liberal government to 
atteral a) meeting In Camroae tomor- 

"Jp. there la no organization, it 
I» ÿot.ltitely there will be many pres­
ept, and It is doubtful If any opposi­
tion IS dtitarjdcu: I(i‘'i?iarked contrast 
to Conservative jflthafky is the activity 
of the Liberals. At Mr. Smith’s nom­
inating fcotfVeifHrin* 1 every polling sub­
division in the riding was represented, 
and all were for th*.popular and able 
ex-membwi t Sinew then hundreds 
have volunteered" to assist him in every 
pert of the riding: ■’

The first convention, of the newly 
constituted district of Acadia has 
nominated John A- MoColl as the Lib­
eral candidate, "the nomination being 
unanimous MeColl is one of the best- 
known farmers In the district, and It Is 
stated, win easily carry the Liberal 
standard to victory.

In Edson the attorney geenral la 
proceeding 'rapidly. The statement 
made by George Hoodley, member for 
Okotoks, that Edson Was full of la­
borers and the laboring classes, and 
that that was the class Mr. Cross evi­
dently likes to represent He has had 

’its effect and the workingmen of that 
district are rallying around the stan­
dard of the man who is being criti­
cized by the Conservative party for the 
stand he has taken on labor matters 
against the interests. From all over 
the province the Indications are that 
the Liberal candidate, where there are 
no labor candidates will receive the 
full labor vote.

In Edmonton, the election of Mr. 
Cross and Hon. A G. McKay is as­
sured.

At Stoney Plain, John McPherson, 
the sitting member, has been renom­
inated unanimously. Everywhere the 
most unanimous feeling Is apparent In 
the Liberal ranks and from every con­
stituency In the province where nom­
inations have taken place and the 
campaign is now on, comes reports 
that the Liberal party will be returned 
on the 17th Inst., by a bigger majority 
than ever. ,

Geld Strike at Sudbury.
Sudbury. Ont, April 2.—Word reach­

ed * own today that Ludeon Brothers 
and Oopperollffe, who have the con­
tract for sinking a 20-foot shaft <m the 
property of D. Dermott of Bsoanaba, 
Mich., in the township of Davis, Sud- 
ibury district have made a rich find 
of free gold. The -property Is 35 miles 
from Sud-bnry on the new C. N. R. Mne 
from Winnipeg to Ottaiwe. The find 
.has created excitement among chining 
men here.'

GAS ENGINE VERSUS POWER 
GENERATED BY WATER

(Continued en Page 7.)

of gas te required per horse 
The overhead charges are 

■reduced In the small plant, 
and the operating expenses are cut 
down materially, as much cheaper 
labor can .be utilized in the small unit 
plant.

Ne Reduction lu Gas,
That the Natural Gas company will 

not consent -to any reduction In tho 
price of gas, for this year at least, was 
emphatically etated by the company's 
representatives yesterday. However. 

-th*:commlssltmers have arranged a con­
ference with Mr. Coste fo discuss this 
matter on Friday afternoon. The com- 
mTseloners will ask tor a lower quota­
tion on gas for power only.

hr .i ---------- ------------- ----------
Watch Repairing of All Kind»—

American, English and Swiss. Moder­
ate chargee,, work legally guaranteed. 
Dickens, working watchmaker, 381 
Eighth avenue east, "just below the 
Queerie.” Phone 2449. Open till nine 
every night Issuer of marriage 11-

Mill STICK BÏ TIN; IS 
F1T1LLÏ INJURED

Paul Handerek Suffers Crushed 
Limbs and Fractured Skull 

in Railway Accident
Struck by the Toronto express, Paul 

Handerek is In the -General hospital, 
suffering injuries which are expeoted 
to prove fatal. The accident occurred 
about 5 o’clock in the west end yards. 
Handerek’s skull was fractured with 
both legs were crushed.

The victim was removed to the Gen» 
eral hospital in Shaver’s ambulance 
and Dr. MacKid was summoned. At a 
late hour last night the victim was 
reported to be in a very critical con­
dition with exceedingly slight chances 
of recovery.

JUDGMENT RESERVED IN 
PRELIMINARY MINCHIN 

CASE
(Continued from Page 1.)

of posting the receipt book entries. 
Shown an entry of $62,053.35, Morri­
son stated that the figure six appeared 
to be in Minchiris hand. The figure 
two, witness said, was not an original 
figure and he was not prepared to ex­
press an opinion.

Money received on a certain day was 
not always deposited the following 
morning, as quite often a considerable 
amount of currency was kept on hand 
wtih which to cash workmen’s pay 
checks.

Morrlsoft stated that Minchln was 
the sole possessor of keys to three cash 
boxes, and that he also had the com­
bination to the vault. It was Min­
chiris custom to open the vault each 
morning and convey the Intended de­
posits to Mr. Burns, the city treasurer. 
Morrison .assisted Mr. Burns In making 
up the deposit sheets, and often accom­
panied Mr. Burns to the bank, but 
these deposits did not appear to have 
been checked with the slips Issued by 
the cashiers the previous night when 
surrendering the money to Minchln. 
Witness said that for this reason he 
could not tell whether the amount 
called for In the bank deposits corres­
ponded with that Indicated on the of­
fice slips of the day before. And as 
these slips were destroyed, It was Im­
possible to tell whether the amounts 
entered from these slips in the cash 
book were really correct or not.

Morrison said he had been employed 
In the treasury department during 
1910. At Intervals Minchln has been 
absent on his vacations, and during 
Minchiris absence Andrew Maclvor, 
present assistant city treasurer, had 
been In charge. Maclvor, the witness 
said in cross-examination, knew the 
combination of the /vault and carried 
the keys to the cash boxes. Witness 
did not know whether the combination 
had been again changed upon Min­
chiris return.

Find Auditor'» Error
Charles Boyd, an auditor, made clear 

In his testimony that the alterations 
In the cash book had been made prior 
to the audit conducted by Boyd. This 
was established when Boyd totalled a 
column of figures in which the sum 
of $62,053.35 appeared. Indicating by 
his own footings that he had overlook­
ed the alteration. Another column was 
added In which the correct amount of 
$67,053.35 appeared, and Boyd 
forced to admit that he had allowed 
the $5,000 alteration to escape him.

“On account of your mistake,”
Interrupted Magistrate Sanders,
"the city I» out $5,0007”

“It logks like It," eald Boyd.
Boyd explained, however, that the 

two entries had octree originally from 
separate sources. Hé had checked the 
posting and his totals agreed with 
those shown on -the books. He had 
checked the receipts with the entries In 
the general cash .book, but had never 
seen the petty cash book at all, other­
wise, witness declared, he should have 
detected an alteration. Boyd further 
explained -that his work was made par­
ticularly difficult because he was sel-

at as good a price as those of any 
other province. The policy of guaran­
teeing railway bonds had been intro­
duced by the government in 191L This 
had been the cause of Increased pros­
perity in the province, and particularly 
In Medlclnh Hat. Last session labor­
ing and agricultural Interests had re­
ceived great assistance.

Fight Against Corporations 
No other province In Canada had 

put Its political existence at stake In 
passing such acts as the farm Imple­
ment act. Threats of corporations 
were disregarded by the government, 
and the government had stood pat on 
the side of the farmers.

Legislation for Laborers 
So with the case of threshermen to 

the act which secured the laborer Ms 
wages, irrespective of liens on jna- 
chihee. Protection was also given to 
iron and steel workers In a way never 
done before. The workmen’s com­
pensation act was amended in a way 
to benefit the laborers more. There 
was automatic compensation fbt a mall 
hurt in an accident. Better provision 
was made for miners, and this record 
of legislation proved the interest of 
the government in all parts of the 
province. Mr. Mitchell then gave •» 
account of the good roads policy of 
the government, showing that for the 
last three years $1,000,000 had been 
spent for that purpose.

No Record, No Promise.
Premier Sifton said that no election 

promises were needed by a government 
that had been in power for three years. 
Rather the record of these three years 
should sneak for itself. The opposition 
had neither a past record nor yet did it 
give a promise for the future. All the 
opposition could do was to make indirect 
Insinuations, yet no open charges against 
the government.

v The A. A GL W, Case.
Touching on the Alberta and Great 

Waterways railway the premier said the 
policy of the government as expressed at 
the legislature was satisfactory to ail 
thinking men and the matter would he 
settled by the government In the host 
interests of the province-at. the earliest 
possible moment As to the Dunvegan 
railway, a contemptible Insinuation had 
been made by certain persons against 
the premier. The railway, aa every one, 
knew, was being built faster than any 
other railroad in Canada, and was in the 
interest of the people of Alberta In open­
ing up the Peace River country and giv­
ing a fifth outlet to the Pacific coast for 
the products of the provinces. The 
charges regarding the finances of the 
province were dishonest It was untrue 
that half the revenues of the province 
were paid out to interest as wail stated. J] 
Mr. Michener made most misleading 
statements which he never made to the 
legislature about the debt of the pro­
vince.

The opposition leader claimed he Should 
be returned to power on the strength of 
the 16 questions he had asked, but he 
gave no promise of any kind of a better 
administration. He made no charge that 
there had been any dishonesty In they! 
conduct of the affairs of the country andj 
made no attempt to show any maladmin­
istration. The only proposal was to turn 
the government out and put the opposi­
tion in. There was no reason given for 
the people following such a coursa The 
people knew the government had passed 
legislation for the farmer and the work­
ing man, and credit was due to the gov­
ernment and the people would stand 
those who had stood by them.

No government anywhere had purer___
such a progressive railway policy. In 
three years the mileage had been more 
than doubled. Yet even that was hard | 
enough and a still more progressive policy 
should be followed till every town hadtf 
a competing railway.

Five Hundred Miles m Yea*
The government meant to bund 600 

miles a year, and more money was spent; 
now in Alberta yearly for railways fbmn 
In any other two provinces. W

There was $14,000,000 debt on the pro­
vince, nearly half was for telephones, 
which paid their own way. Including In­
terest More should be spent on the tele­
phones till every farmer of Alberta had 
a telephone. It mattered to the people ! 
whether Liberal men were returned to 
wbrk for the people, or a party, pledged 
to the corporations, and opposed to the 
progressive legislation the present gov­
ernment had pàssed.

INTERNATIONAL WILL NOT 
ABANDON THE ALBERTA 

FIELD
(Continued from Page 1.)

As far as the email line <4 goodsthan one book at a time, and this 
handicapped him greatly In checking 
his figures. He was not. in a position 
to know the actual receipts as the slips 
had been destroyed, and all he could 
do under the circumstances was to 
check the entries as they appeared to 
be according to the figures which he 
saw. Boyd also eald that books were 
taken from him and kept for two or 
three days, thus adding to the confus-
l0Bxamined in rebuttal, the witness 
admitted that he did not correlate the 
bank deposits with the debits in the 
cash books. Had this been done the 
error would have been discovered and 
the discrepancy reported to Mr. Burns.

Prosecution Resta Case 
The prosecution rested Its case with 

the testimony of Boyd. Mr. Eaton for 
the defence, wanted to know It the 
prosecution would introduce any furth­
er witnesses In this casa Mr. Shaw, 
for the prosecution, replied that It was 
only neceesary to establish prima facie 
evidence in a preliminary hearing, and 
that he was not obliged to reveal his 
Intentions to the counsel of the de-

Mr. Ford, representing the city of 
Calgary, added that without prejudice 
to the remaining two charges against 
Minchln, the crown would Introduce no 
further testimony. The privilege of 
bringing In additional witnesses If de­
sired, in connection with the remain­
ing cases, belonged to the crown, and 
the situations was one over which the 
defence had no control.

Magistrate Sanders,then called Min­
chln to the stand and ‘gave the accused 
an opportunity to testify It he cared 
to do so. Mr. Eaton rose on behalf of 
his client, and stated that they had 
nothing to eay at that time.

Judgment was then reserved until 2 
o’clock this afternoon, at which time 
Magistrate Sandeés said he would fix 
a new ball bond In the event of Min­
chln being held for trial, the evidence 
offered to be reviewed in the meantime.

500 MILES OF RAILWAY 
EVERY YEAR, AND’PHONE 

FOR EVERY MAN
(Continued from Page 1.)

The opposition had submitted no pol­
icy to the people. The best that was 
done was a series of questions put to 
the people, which meant nothing. 
There is nothing specific In Mr. 
Mlchener-s statements, and only gen­
eralities about good government

Not one Item could be pointed to In 
the public business that was wrongly 
expended, and for that reason the gov­
ernment will be returned, tor It had 
the support of one of all parties. There 
was no great question agitating the 
public mind adverse to the government

The government had been charged 
with extravagance, and it was stated 
that the burden of public debt-yould 
be increased and credit destroyed. 
That was a statement with no shadow 
of truth in It Had the opposition 
shown any aptitude to conduct the 
affairé of the province? Not one sin­
gle thing had been introduced by the 
opposition for the benefit of the peo­
ple, The debt was growing, but the 
money was spent honestly, and had 
gone Into proper channels. So the 
province’s finances were In a good 
condition. Not one charge of finan­
cial maladministration had -been made 
by the opposition, and that waa not 
for the lack of searching.

The credit of the province was said 
to be ruined, but with the exception 
of Quebec, Alberta bond» could be eold

- * .t ,r ,t ;

is concerned, we do not believe that 
our business will be very much affect­
ed, and think that the courts will view 
the bill In a reasonable light and will 
not regard It as a license to the pur­
chaser to take undue advantage of the 
sellers of harvesting machinery,

"At any rate, we want you te go 
ahead Just as usual end not allow 
this agitation to disorganize your sell­
ing arrangements."

Among persons familiar with the 
farm Implement business, with whom 
the foregoing letter waa discussed 
yesterday, the opinion prevailed that 
this letter really represents the atti­
tude the Implement companies will as­
sume, at any rate, the more important 
ones among than. /

Cannot Afford to Abandon Field
The view of the matter, very gen­

erally taken, Is that the Implement 
companies are too big and their In­
terests too extensive while the men in 
control are ae a rule, too big and broad 
and possessed of too much business 
sanity to adopt a policy so suicidal 
as that Indicated In the report referr­
ed to.

What the position of the companies, 
other than the International company 
iè, could not be learned with definite­
ness yesterday as, with one exception 
the managers refused to make a state­
ment The one referred to was A. W. 
Trlckey, manager of the Massey- 
Harrls company, who declined to make 
a statement as to what his company 
would do with regard to withdrawing 
its salesmen and selling for cash or the 
contrary, but with regard to col­
lections, he said the company would 
make,no change from Its policy In the 
past and that as to the political phase 
of the report hla company would take 
no part whatever In politics or attempt 
in any way to influence the campaign.

The managers of all other compan­
ies declined to make a statement of 
any kind.

But whatever the other companies 
may decide to do, the action of the 
International company will undoubted­
ly settle the matter as regards the 
supply of implements to the fanners 
as It Is not to be believed that If thé 
International continues to give credit 
and does not withdraw salesmen, the 
others will turn over so lucrative a 
field to one company by pulling out 
their salesmen and refusing to sell ex­
cept for cash.
Pouring Water On Government Wheel

And as to that phase of the report 
which has it that collectors are being 
sent out> to press the farmers and 
coerce them Into opposing the govern­
ment on pain "of losing thé machinery 
they have which Is not paid for and of 
being refused further credit, there Is 
not much chance of there being any 
froth In that: it would be pouring too 
much water on' the wheel of the gov­
ernment which passed the bill so 
objectionable to them. The fact Is, 
that nothing would do more to insure 
the return of the government than for 
the Implement concerns to adopt such 
an unwise and dastardly course.

And after all, the talk Is undoubt­
edly all moonshine. There Is no doubt 
the stories are being circulated, 
though who Is responsible lor .them 
there IS no means of knowteg, but 
that there Is no truth In them more 
than that perhaps some individual 
agents may be doing something of the 
kind, there seems little doubt. The 
probable troth is that the attitude of 
the International company, as Indicat­
ed hy Its letter te its agenta, will la 
the end be found to represent the at­
titude which all the implement 
cerna will assume.


