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Parliament’» Rare
.Ceremony.

A ceremony which had not been 
performed since 1892, and will net 
te carried out again for another 
thirty years, was observed In the 
House of Commons a short time ago.

The Speaker and a group of Gov­
ernment officials gathered round a 
box and took from it a pound weight 
and a yard measure, and after ex­
amining them With the greatest rev­
erence and care put them back again. 
The objects were the Parliamentary 
copies of the Standard British Pound 
and British Yard, on which àll otir 
weights and measures ard based.

The standards were legally dried 
in 1824, and placed In thfe House of 
Commons, but Wern, destroyed when 
the Houses of Parliament were burn-11 
ed down ten years laten. 14ew stand­
ards were made and handed over to 
the Board of Trade, but accurate 
copies were placed in the Commons.

Pound That Grows.
It was the copies that were exam­

ined the other day. It was found 
that the Imperial Yard was shorter 
than it should be by a ten-thousandth 
part of an inch, and that the pound 
was heavier than It should be by 2.86 
thousandths of a grain. Possibly the 
discrepancies were due to chemical 
changes in the standards themselves.

The pound weight is a cylinder 
made of platinum. It is lifted, ac­
cording to law, by inserting an ivory 
fork in a groove running round it. 
The yard is a solid oblong bar of 
bronze on which is marked the length 
of a yard..

Both measures are kept in mahog­
any boxes, which are sealed down, 
put into a leaden case, and then 
placed in a cavity in a stone wall, of 
the House of Commons.* j ! 8 ■- I III

Poisons That Blmd.
SOTR CREAM MAY WE AXES SIGHT

I. .2.10

One of the strange effects of the 
poisoning called “botulism,” which 
was the cause of the recent tragedy 
at a Scottish fishing resort, was the 
fact that all the sufferers went tem­
porarily blind. sU-slè i

Why a poison takes lntÜOlâHy 
should affect the eyesight is an In­
teresting point, and rather myster­
ious one, yet it Is well known that 
certain foods, drugs, and fruits have 
a most injurious effect upon the 
eyes. . ...

Some years ago a family In the 
Midlands were all poisoned by eating 
rabbit pie, and though happily none 
of them died, yet all went temporarily 
blind.

Sour cream causes a curious .weak­
ening of the sight, technically known 
as "amblyopia.” A similar fori$ of 
blindness comes from eating tainted 
fish, and is not uncommon in Italy, 
where the peasants eat a good deal 
of salt and dried fish.

There are two different fruits 
which cause blindness. One is the 
sc-called “finger cherry” which 
grows wild in Queensland. The fruit 
is a long red berry, not unpleasant to 
the taste, and is common in the 
Cairns and Townsville district.

This "cherry” acts by destroying 
certain nerves, and the blindness re­
sulting is incurable 

The other blinding fruit is a species 
of melon, which appears 1» 
quantities after the breaking of a Ion 
drought.

Horses and cattle eat It greedily, 
and as a result lose their sight. At 
one time the horse raisers of New! 
South Wales insisted upon a Govern­
ment inquiry into th* matter, t.

The milky sap which exudes front 
an African tree called the Asclepias 
is most dangerous to the eyes 
single drop coming in contact writl 
the eyeball causes total blindness.

This tree produces a beautiful, 
silky vegetable down, excellent for ! 
stuffing pillows, yet so much are itspl 
poisonous properties dreaded thac 
the natives rarely pick <JF**use . this 
valuable product.

-----------i---------------
Russia Experimenting 

With New Currencies*
— • 1

MOSCOW.—As the gold rtfble cab-1.' 
hot at present be regarded as the real. 
measure in Russia, a new ruble of! 
foods, is to be introduce* as com­
mercial currency. Wagéa will be fix­
ed in “goods rubles.” in addition 
the "goods ruble” it is proposed to in-* 
trnduce into the market other variet- 
ies of the ruble, namely, agricultural, 
export, import and budget rubles. A 
well informed Russian business man* 
questioned as to the Soviets let 
financial plans, said the intention was 
that paper issues should in theory be - 
backed by supplies of goods. Regard- 
lag the export and ■ Import issues, he 
=ald that the paper.would be backed* 
tor face value by all the trade enter- 
tog and leaving Russia. The new fin­
ancial measure Is probably attribut­
able to the fact that the supply of gold 
tables Is nearing extinction, and to a j 
ieflre on the part of the Soviet offl- 
titis to deal a blow at the people who 
ire hoarding them. As effort was 
hade by the Bolsheviks some time ago 
to declare the Csar, Donna, and Keren- 
*ky rubles valueless, but it did not 
lacceed. ' f " j
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z of Good Values
—at the Royal Stores—
To help you with your New Year preparations, jwe have selected an assortment of 

goods that are in great demand at this season. These are offered at greatly reduced 
prices for

THE LAST TWO SHOPP/NÛ OATS OF THE YEAR
Household Linens

Tea Cloths.
Made of pure Cotton, Linen finish; site 32 x 

32; hemstitched borders; neatly embroidered 
floral designs on corners. Reg. 90c. I7C- 
each for................................................ • vC.
Sideboard Cloths.

Made of Linen finished White Cotton; hem­
stitched borders; size 14 x 68; beautiful floral 
embroidery designs on ends. Reg. 80c. CÇ —

Another line of Sideboard Cloths of a su­
perior make; White Linen finished Cotton, fin­
ished with Insertion and Torchon Lace; size
12 x 64 inch. Reg. 31.20 each for .. | QQ

Tray Cloths.
Dainty designs in drawn thread work; Linen 

centres and trimmed with wide Batten- QC. 
burg Lace. Reg. 31.10 each for .. .... vvC.
Cushion Covers.

In White Lawn; hemstitched borders; beeu-
sortment of colors .............................  QC-
sortment Lace. Reg. $1.10 each for .. V«#V*
Tea Cosy Pads.

Made of good Cotton batting, covered with 
good Sateen in assorted pretty col- Cjl AC 
ors. Reg. $1.20 each for ..............
American Flannelettes.

27 inches wide; heavy quality, soft finish; 
assorted striped designs. Reg. 27c. O

iard for............ ................................... A.1V.
Eiderdown.
For Dressing Jackets; in shades of Green, 

Brown, Fawn, Grey, Red and Blue; 27 7/1 x. 
inches wide. Reg. 80c. yard for .. .. 1

—

Black Aatrakskan
We are now able to offer exceptional values in Black Aatra- 

chan. Our entire stock is offered at Halt Price.
Regular $10.50 yard. Selling for .. .. .. ....................... $5.25
Regular $12.50 yard. Selling for...................................... $6.25
Regular $16.50 yard. Selling for............ .................. . . ,$&25

Warm Winter Coats
at exceptionally tow prices

A wide selection of plainly tailored Coats In heavy 
Tweeds and Blanket Cloth. These Coats come in 
sizes to fit small and medium figures; most of the 
Tweeds are Heather mixtures and the Blanket 
Cloths are assorted plain colors; offered at special 

, prices. . . 1

-I $8.75 "" $9.00
Women’s Skirts.

Made of high grade Navy Serge; accerdeon pleat­
ed; assorted sizes; 34 to 38 length; 24 to ÇA CÇ 
27 waist. Reg. $5.tM) each for..................... Vx.Oj
Fancy Plaid Skirts.

Latest models; medium length; accoredeon pleat­
ed; assorted sizes. Reg. $6.75 each for .1- JJj Qg

Moire Underskirts.
j In colors of Saxe, Navy and Fawn; well cut and 
j finished with neat flounce. Reg. $5.25 each fJQ

WHITE LAWN APRONS—Finished with neat em­
broidery flounce. Reg. $1.10 each for ..

b«i WHITE LINEN APRONS—Large sizes. OC.
Reg. $1-00 each for....................................  OvC.

liWl» CHILD’S NAZARETH WAISTS—To fit girls of 2 to 
12 years; butoned up front; witB'attach- A fix* 
ments for suspenders. Reg. 55c. each for “OC. 

„ WOMEN’S UNDERWEAR—Fleece-lined Pants; ankle 
length; sizes 40 to 44. Reg. 65c. pair for

INFANTS’ BIBS—White Cambric' with' 'em- OQ 
broidery designs. Reg. 35c. each for .. .. “wm 

INFANTS’ DRESSES—First White Dresses tor In­
fants; fine White Bawn with embroidered yoke 
and Val Lace trimmings. Reg. $1.25 each JJ QQ

Can You Use
a New

Sweater? Ew 1
Here is an oppor­

tunity to buy one at ai 
decided bargain price.|
For Friday and Satur-j 
day we offer the follow* 
lng special lines: These 1 
who are in need of one, 
should make a point of 
coming down to the 
store early on Friday 
as the supply is limited.
All Wool Sweaters.

With smart Tuxedo collar; shades of Rose, 
Grey, Beaver and Saxe, finished on collar, 
pockets and girdle with stripes of contrasting 
colors. Reg. $7.50 each for........... . #Q yg

Another line of all wool Sweater Coats; 
Tuxedff collar, pockets and girdle, trimmed 
with Grey; the Coats themselves are in shades 
of Rose and Brown. Reg. $4.10 each gg Qg

Georgette Blouses.
In White and in shades of Flesh; round neck, 

long sleeves; front nicely worked with Silk x 
Floss and Chenille in various pretty ÇO *TÇ* 
colorings. Reg. $4.25 each for .. .. VV.IU
Silk Shirtwaists.

Made of high grade striped Silk; assorted 
colors; two way collar, buttoned cuffs; sizes 
13% to 14%. Reg. $9.25 each for .. Jg

Women’s Scarves.
Siyc knitted in colors of Putty and Grey; 

size 12 x 54 inch; finished with wide knotted 
fringe on ends. Reg. $3.50 each for <£2 QQ

Wool Motor Wraps.x
Finest Angora finish; assorted colorings; 

fancy stripes; knotted fringed ends; AC 
size 16 x 60. Reg. $3.65 each tor . . VV.UO

Special offers in
Toilet Goods
and Stationery

COLLINS, POCKET DIARY—Full page 
" for each day. Regular 40c. OO-

each for............ ... .. ..
CARTER’S WRITING FLUID—Blue

Black; 8-oz. bottles. Regular CAx,
56c. bottle for............ VUL.

CARTER’S INK—Blue Black; smell
bottles. Regular 11c. each Ox*
for...............................................  wv»

LEDGERS—Hard cover. Reg. Ç1 QA
$2.10 each for...................... «Pl.OU

RECEIPT BOOKS — Regular C7-
68c. each for............... VI V*

CALENDARS — Large sizes. 49- 
Regular 50c. each for .. . .

GLASS INK WELLS—Regular OÇ
30c. each for .. ....................  “«JC«

RUBBER BANDS—All sizes. 1 *1
Regular 20c. box for............. A I V.

JAP BOSE TALCUM POWDER—
Special per tin.............................. 24c.

IMPERIAL TALCUM POWDER—
Spoclal per tin ............................... 12c.

PALM OLIVE TALCUM POWDER—
Special per tin................................ 30c.

MENNEN’S TALCUM POWDER—
Special per tin......................... ....  ,27c.

FBEPP’S, TOILET SOAP—
Special per cake................ ...... ’..lie,

STORK CASTILE TOILET SOAP—
Special per cake ............................ 18c.

LEMON OIL TOILET SOAP—
Special per cake.............................. 9c.

TURKISH BATH SOAP—
Special per cake .............................14c.

CAMPHOR ICE—In tubes and IW
tins. Reg. 20c. for................. A « C*

CAMPHORATED VASELINE— Ofi
Reg. 30c. tin for .. ................ OC*

COLGATE’S MECHANIC SOAP PASTE
—In tins. Special per tin |

PALMOLIVE SHAMPOO — In Cft'
bottles. Reg. 70c. bottle for VUC*

Everything in Men’s
Will be found marked at very reasonable prices in 

our Men’s department; let us help you “look your 
best” for New Year Calls.

Men’s Shirts.
A large assortment of fine Shirts in a variety of 

smart patterns; sizes 14 to 16%; soft double, cuffs 
and starched neck bands. Reg. $2.00 each yQ

Another lot of Negligee Shirts in fine Cotton; light 
grounds with colored stripes; sizes 14 to 16%; soft 
cuffs.

Regular $1.65 each for............... '...................$1.25
Regular $1.76 each for.....................................$1.45

Men’s Wool Socks.
In Brown shades only; seamless feet; all CO- 

sizes. Reg. 76c. pair for................................ OOC.

Men’s Heavy Wool Socks.
In shades of Fawn, Grey and Canary; as- 70- 

sorted sizes. Reg. 80c. pair for................ ' .. I “C.

Men’s Flowing End Ties.
Silk and near Silk; all the newest designs — 

and colors. Reg. 60c. each for...................... UlC*

Men’s String Ties.
Self colors of Brown, Navy and Crimson 7Qx* 

Reg. 85c. each tor.................... .................~\l vC*

Men’s Velour Hats.
In shades of Grey, Fawn and Mauve; best Eng­

lish Velour; dark Ribbon bands. Reg. $8.75 (7 QA 
each for........................................... ... .. »I.VV

Mai’s Felt Hats.
Winter weight Felt Hats in shades of Brown, Grey 

and Fawn, perfect flttnig sizes ; Leather M 1 P 
sweat bands. Reg. $3,75 each for................ vOelV

Men’s Sleeping Suits.
Made of high grade soft finish Flan­

nelette; Military Coats; with braided 
Frog fasteners; assorted colors and 
stripes; sises 36 to 42. Spec- f9 JA 
lal per suit..................... . > WU.1V
Sweater Coats.

All wool knit in shades of Grey on- 
lyx sizes 36 to 42; shawl or PO QQ 
military collar Special each vW*

Winter
Gloves
in all sizes, 

pair for

Blankets and Comforts
at decided savings 

Wadded Comforts
Filled with high grade Cotton batting; 

cevered with good quality Sateen; as­
sorted colors.
Size 60 x 12. Reg. $9.00 each tor $8.10 
Size 60 x 72. Reg. $9.70 efcch for $8.78

Part Wool Blankets M Woot Blankets
(Part Wool)

Size 60 x 50. Price per pair .. . .$ 6.60
Size 64 x 70. Price per pair .. ..$ &25
Size $0 x 78. Price per pair .. . .$ 7.50
Size 66 x 88. Price per pair .. . .$ 8.75
Size 70 X 88. Çrlee per pair .. . .$10.00

Size '64 x 70. Price per pair .. . .$ 7.50
Size 60 x 78. Price per pair .. . .$ 9.00
Size 66 x 88. Price per pair .. . .$10.50
Size 70 X 88. Price per pair .. . .$12.00
Size 75 x 90. Price per pair .. . .$15.00

Special Footwear Values
Every one of these lines are items of real thrift and should be seen to be fully 

appreciated.___ _
WOMEN’S SPATS—In shades of Grey, Black and Brown; made 

of Felt of excellent quality; stout leather straps $1 OA
and buckles. Regular $2.00 pair for...................... v**00

WOMEN’S ICE CREEPERS—Strong steel spike Creepers; 
adjustable to any size; fixed with leather strap. Q7x*
Special per pair.................................................. .'. ..

WOMEN’S BEDROOM SLIPPERS—Fine Felt in pretty shades 
of Copenhagen Blue; soft soles; strap style; sizes Ç1 CO
3 to 7. Regular $1.80 pair for ................................

WOMEN’S FELT OVERSHOES—Medium toe and 
hqel; Waterproof Felt tops; warm and comfort­
able; sizes 3 tq 7. Reg. $1.30 pair for JJ JJ

MEN’S" MAHOGANY" BOOTS—30 pairs only ; all Lea­
ther Mahogany Boots, finished with Rubber heels; 
sizes 6 to 9%. Reg. $6.20 pair for .. .. JEj JJg

MEN’S HOCKEY' BOOTS—AÎÎ 'ie'ath " Tan Hockey 
Boots; the popular “McBlwain" make; $4 AC
sizes 9 to 10. Reg. $4.60 pair for............ vx«wij

PLUSH HEARTH BUGS—Best Mohair finish; sizes 
27 x 60; colors of CrimsCn, Green and Red; plain 
hemmed ends. Reg. $11.50 .each tor .. £^Q

1

Women’s Driving Gloves.
Extra heavy Tan Kid; pique sewn; 

Regular $2.30

Dent’s Kid Gloves.
Unlined Kid Gloves in shades of Tan; 

2 dome fasteners; perfect fitting sizes.
Reg. $2.20 pair for....................... $1.85
Reg. $2.50 pair for..................... .$2.10

Women’s Suede Gloves.
Fur lined wrist and fur tops; finish­

ed with strap; wool lined; ali ÇÇ CÇ 
sizes. Reg. $6.30 pair for ..
Men’s Tan Kid Gloves.

Wool lined; one dome fastener; sizes 
8 to 10%.

Reg. $2.00 pair for....................... $1.60
Reg. $3.90 pair for........................$8.20
Reg. $3.50 pair for........................$2.95

Hosiery Specials
Women’s Cashmere Hose.

Heather mixtures; plain Browns, 
Greys and Heathers; spliced fiA- 
feet. Reg. $1.20 pair for .. .. OUC.
Women’s Plain Cash. Hose.

Fashioned leg; spliced feet; colors of 
Grey,, Fawn and Brown; all sizes.

Reg. 95c. pair for............... 86c.
Reg. $1.10 pair for .. .. ..............90c.

Misses’ Cashmere Hose.
In Black only; high grade Black Cash- 

mere; sizes 4, 5 and 6. Regular 7C— 
85c. values tor .... .. • */C.

y J'U ; 1J- -
__________________________
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Squandering Millions.
1 ! A "spouter” oil-well, where the 

petroleum spouts up naturally to 
above1 the ground level without the 
aid of pumping machinery, Is, tor its 
lucky owner, a veritable fountain of 
liquid gold.

Some men so situated Invest their 
wealth wisely and become multi-mil­
lionaires, a typical case in point being 
John D. Rockfoller.

Othere, however, squander it; a 
case of easy come, easy go. A short 
while back there died In a workhouse 
Infirmary at Philadelphia a man 
whose name was once familiar all 
OTtr the United States.

’'Known tar and wide by the sob­
riquet of “Coal-Oil Johnny,” his farm 
toWwhich he paid originally seven 
hundred dollars (normally about 
£140) produced In a few months 
petroleum worth £1,600,000.

Johnny set to work to spend It He 
built himself a beautiful house, the 
chief attraction of which was a pri­
vate bar, stocked with the choicest cf 
wines, spirits and v-.ci/rars. He also 
engaged two bar-tdhdws at a big 
wage to‘dispense refreshment to him­
self and his friends.

Hot content with this exhibition of 
grotesque extravagance, he used to 
drive about the country in a carriage 
and four, preceded by outriders and 
a brass band, and loaded down with 
magnums of champagne, which *ho 
distributed right and left to those who 
chose to curry favour with him.

Thus he succeeded in squandering 
the whole of his suddenly acquired 
wealth in an amazingly short space 
of time, and eventually became a pro­
fessional “hobo,” or tramp.

Children And
Fire Danger.

A tiny glimmer of light left burn­
ing in the married men’s quarters at 
Stirling Castle on Saturday evening, 
December 30, 1911, led to a tragic and 
lamentable occurrence, no fewer than 
three little victims being claimed by 
suffocation. They were the children 
of a private in the Argyll and Suther­
land Highlanders, who lived with his 
wife at the married quarters. On Sat­
urday, the boy aged seven, paid them 
a New Year visit, and about eight o’­
clock in the evening the elder people 
went Into the town, leaving the three 
lfttle girls, aged six years, four years, 
and 21 months in bed, along with 
their little cousin. A glimmer of gas 

: was left and the door was locked. On 
the party reftifning at 9.Z0'the house1*! ' 
was on fire, the boy alone living, the j ~ 
three little girls being dead in their 
beds. The Castle Eire Brigade was 
called out and the flames extinguish­
ed. From the confession of the ter­
rified boy it transpired that the dis­
tressing affair was due to his trying 
to turn up the gas. While endeavour­
ing to do he turned it out, and then 
went to the kitchen and lighted a 
piece of paper with the intention of 
relighting the gas in the bedroom. 
Finding that he could not reach the 
bracket, he scrambled on to the chil­
dren’s bed, but as the paper burnt 
his hand the little fellow let it drop, 
with the result that the bed and cur­
tains were speedily in a blaze. The 
children had evidently died from suf­
focation, and the bodies been burnt 
afterwards. The features were calm 
and untouched by the flames. The lit­
tle boy .had saved himself by gqing 
from the bedroom into the lobby, 
where he was found when the house 
was entered. A good many families 
resided In the married quarters, but 
no one appeared to have noticed the 
outbreak. The funeral of the three 
little girls took place from the Mili­
tary Hospital, to which the bodies 
had been removed. The garrison at 

] the Castle turned out, and detach- 
! ments were present from a number 
of military stations, the funeral being 

^ witnessed by a large and sympathetic 
crowd.

Something 
Good from 

“THE LAND 
O’CAKES.”

Real Scotch Bannocks. 
“Nairn’s” Rutherglen. 

Oatcakesk
“Hubbard’s” Rusks. 
Scotch Beef Ham. 

Ayrshire Roll Bacon. 
Loch Fyne Red Herring.

Finnan Baddies.

Naples Walnuts.
Soft Shell Almonds. 
Fresh Brazil Nuts. 

Eleme Figs.
Tunis Dates.

Dessert Raisins. 
Palermo Lemons.

“Savory’s”
Cigarettes.

Brussels Sprouts. 
Cauliflower. 
Artichokes. 

Fresh Tomatoes. 
Cucumbers. 

Lettuce.
Ripe Bananas. 
Green Grapes. 
Red Grapes.

ELUS SCO’Y.
LIMITED,

203 WATER STREET.

THE

LONDON DIRECTORY
with Provincial A Foreign Sections,

inables traders to communicate direct 
v with

MANUFACTURERS A DEALERS
In London and in the Provincial 
Towns and Industrial Centres of the 
bnited Kingdom and the Continent of 
Europe. The names, addresses and 
other details are classified under 
Bore than 2000 trade headings, in­
cluding

EXPORT MERCHANTS 
with detailed partiivlar; of the Goods 
'hipped and the Colonial and Foreign 
Markets supplied:

STEAMSHIP LINES
arranged under the Ports to which 
they sail, and indicating the approxi­
mate Sailings.

Dne-inch BUSINESS CARDS of Fir - s 
desiring to extend V eir connections, 
or Trade Cards of

DEALERS SEEKING AGENCIES 
can be printed at a cost of 8 dollars 
tor each trade headiu> under which 
they are Inserted. Larger advertise­
ments from 10 to 80 dollars.
A. copy of the directory will be 
bj parcel post for 10 dollars, 
cash with order.
THE LONDON DIRECTORY 

LTD-

sent
nett

CO.

I Printing Silent Letters 
Gists Much Money.

1 LONDON.—French Is known to be a 
language replete with letters silent 
so far as pronounclation Is concern- 
ed; English also has a goodly num­
ber of examples of lettering regarded 
in some quarters as wasteful. Strike 
out every letter and symbol not essen­
tial in each language, and the total 
of the yearly printing bills in both 
countries could be reduced by $40,- 
000,000. This computation has been 
made by French and English statistic­
ians with time on their hands and an ! 
interest In the bizarre. In the period

Si- Abchurcli Lane, London, E.C.l, 
England.

BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 10T 
YEARS.

iu mo uieerre. in me penuu- _ _ _ _ _____
published in France it was found THERE IS NO BEAUTY

at 108,000,000,000 letters are used •
rly whereof 13 percent are useless. I ®r *7®®, ,heaRh without good 
ting these aside would reduce teeth. It is our profession and 
nch printing costs by $8,600,000. P*3l.SU5u *° P^Y1^6 With

English periodicals it was estimât-1 both, through the medium of 
that 12 percent of the printed let- ■ 8T°od Sound teeth and good ap- 

and symbols are unnecessary, and ! pearing teeth. Let US examine 
the space consumed on printed ■ your mouth and tell you what is

by these unused letters costs 
$37,600,000 a year.

IILING SCHEDULE.—The follow- 
; açe the anticipated sailings of the 

Canadian Sapper, leaving Hali- 
; for St John's during the winter 

Dec. 80th, Jen. 11th, 23rd, 
4th, 16; 1

■ " 1 —1 • ■ j ■ icnucu u
UNIMENT FOB WABÎ8. —decl6,eod,K

required.

DR. LEHR,
Dwtist 329 Water Street.

_ and pressing still at- 
tehded to b, the same reliable 
way by Hickey at Spnrrell The 
Tailor, Water Street. Vhone 
574 ml have your clothes ai­

led to for the holiday Sea-

.


