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MADEB8 CROSS SWORDS OVER 
«QUESTION OF GENERAL ELEC- 

TION AND COALITION — MANY 
MISTAKES IN THE ESTIMATES.

. Yesterday afternoon's sitting of the 
House of Assembly was the longest yet 
this session and some tot sceneedwere 
enacted.

ready a large and splendidly assorted stock ofWe have just received and now

IS ALWAYS GOOD
_____  The Prime Minister. and

feeder of the Opposition had some 
stiff passages-at-arms whilst strange 

*- wn me say, the Finance Minister1'and F. P. 
9- were left to play minor roles.

When the House went into Commit­
tee on the Estimates Mr. CMft rose and 
said it was not proper tà proceed with 
this business until all reports and 
necessary information urere tabled, 
from the various Government Depart­
ments. The increase of salariesy pro­
vided for civil servants dld\ not com­
mend themselves to him and he would 
like to know the basis they were made 
upon. It seemed that the matter had 
been dealt with hurriedly bf the Gov­
ernment and with a stroke of the pen 
.certain percentages were granted to 
certain officials who had salaries less 
than $1,200 a year. He though it mani­
festly unfair to increase a salary of 
$200 by 50 per cent., whilst a $500 sti­
pend only got 20 per cent., and he did 
not believe that there was any official 
Supporting a wife and family out of 
$2dO a year, as stated by the Finance 
Minister. And even if such was the 
case ft would be absurd now to expect 
him to maintain -his family on $300 In 
these troublous times. On being in­
formed by the Finance Minister that it 
was the intention of giving the great­
est advance to the poorest paid of­
ficials, Mr. Clift said he did not agree 
with that principle, as it would not 
tend towards the efficiency of the pub- 
'fi^He considered that this 
"lâÈifil ..groping in the dark would
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down by the Finance Minister.

The Finance Minister.—"Hold on, 
don’t lose your temper; you’ll get an 
explanation.*’

The Leader of the Opposition.— “I 
think it is you that are losing your 
temper.”

The Finance Minister, 
is a pair pf us.”

The Leader of the Opposition. — 
"There may be many pairs and two of 
a kind.” Continuing, another matter 
outside the (scale and still within it 
was the salaries of the cod oil experts, 
Messrs. Simonsek and Coyell. Their 
present salaries-'tiere $1,000 to be In­
creased, as shown in the estimates, to 
$1,200.

The Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies (Mr. Piceott) replied that these 
men were never paid $1,000. They 
were always paid $1,200 by Minute of 
Council.

The Leader of the Opposition—“But, 
sir, the man who had to know all 
about it, the Auditor General, points 
out that these salaries were paid out 
of general contingencies and increased 
without Legislative authority and on 
Executive responsibility.”

The Minister of Marine and Fisher­
ies thought it a mistake on the part of 
the Auditor General.

The Leader of the Opposition con­
tended that this was not helping to 
clear up the situation, but on the con­
trary making it more ludicrious. .

The Minister of Marine and {jftier- 
ies—“The Auditor General Is not In­
fallible.”

The Leader of the Opposition.—"The 
infallibility is on the other side and
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outstanding items are the advance 
from Messines, of the success of 
which its continuation is the best 
evidence, and tbe news from Greece,; 
the herald, let us hope, of better news, 
lo come from that quarter. On the 
debit side we must put the abomin­
able air raid over East London, of not, 
military value except to the Allies as- 
a recruiting agent, and the serious 
increase in the weekly list of shipping 
losses. . -

A sense of proportion is always 
necessary in reading these messages. 
The favourable turn of events to 
Greece, treated scantily in a parS- 
graph or two, is worth all the a*, 
raids Germany can carry out till the 
end of the war. This latest butchery 
is bound to donvert many mpre a mop g 
the English to the policy of reprisals, 
and we do not blame them. Only, 
the reprisals must be vigorous 
enough. A German city laid in smok­
ing ruins is the proper prescription 
for this form of dementia. Incident­
ally, we .advise everyone to read care­
fully the account of the destruction 
of the schoolhouse by one of these 
bombs and the massacre of the help­
less infants inside it. Thousands of 
mothers in Newfoundland restrain 
their sons from going to the front. 
What would they say to the mothers 
of these slaughtered and mangled lit­
tle ones? For assuredly every man 
added to the ranks will hasten the 
day when crimes like these will be j 
impossible; every man- withheld 
makes their repetition easier. Mes­
sages like these should make all talk 
about conscription beside the point," 
for they should make conscription it­
self unnecessary.

The shipping losses have increased 
materially, 32 merchantmen being 
sunk as against 18 the week previ-. 
ous. A week is, however, too short 
a period for a criterion ; the general 
average should be considered. The 
subs will have many hits to their 
credit yet before their innings is 
closed, but though the situation, to 
grave enough, and every sinking 
creates further embarrassment, thé 
critical stage may be said to law 
been passed. 1

At long last affairs in Greece ^eçfl}., 
to be thoroughly in hand. Constantine’ 
is gone and with him will go a score 
of pro-German mischief-makers. 
Venizelos is almost certain to be re-" 
instated in possession of the realtor 
supreme power, his immediate adher­
ents will be strengthened and wé 
may trust the volatile Greek nature' 
and the altered aspect of the war to 
effect a rapid transformation——A. 
united pro-Ally Greece should not be 
now a too sanguine expectation. As 
it is, the danger from behind to Sar- 
rail’s army is completely removed. 
Transport difficulties make its ^rein­
forcement almost impossible ait this 
stage, but if it can be provided by 
Greece the results may well be enor­
mous. Constantine and his ehtour- 
age have been the stop-cock tltot has 
blocked the vent of hatred of Bulgar­
ia, which alone may now be effect­
ive to bring the whole of Greece-into 
line. Its army ought easily to suffice 
to turn the scale in Mace^pnja.^At 
looks as if we shall soon have to turn 
once more to the east to find the most 
critical theatre of the war. To sever
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those getting two or five hundred dol­
lars. IJe regarded the civil service as 
the, meet important asset of the coun­
try and it was idle to expect an in-

Îu#Uci*ntly paid servant in a respon- 
$l| position to perform his duties ef- 
cleritiy and well.
The Finance Minister (Mr. Cashin) 

■stud , thc object in making the in-
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the Minister is sceptical: 
with other violations of the principle 
for increases, he noticed that the In­
spector General’s salary of <2,000 plus 
$400 from the Fire Department was 
consolidated at $2,400 without in­
crease, whilst the Deputy Minister of 
Justice, also Secretary of the Lunacy 
Board ; the Superintendent of the 
Lunatic Asylum, also attending physi­
cian of the Poor Asylum ; and the 
physician of the General Hospital (al­
lowed $500 for upkeep of horse) had 
their side lines increased. "Why were 
not these salaries consolidated.” Re­
ferring to the loan to cover war expen­
diture he thought further provision 
should be made. According to the re­
port of the Auditor General, he no­
ticed that several accounts were over­
drawn. Before proceeding with the 
Estimates he would like to have an 
answer from the Premier to the ques­
tion he asked on opening day, namely, 
if it was the intention of the Govern­
ment to hold an election this year or 
if a Biil was to be brought in prolong­
ing the life of Parliament.

The Finance Minister admitted there 
were some discrepancies in the Estim­
ates, as pointed out by Dr. Lloyd, but 
that they were unintentional, but they 
could be corrected. As regards the 
Government Engineer’s increase, he 
«aid, that was done owing to an agree­
ment made by the Bond Government, 
who engaged Mr. Hall to work for a 
certain number of years at a certain 
salary. That period" had expired now. 
He said that $700,000 was anticipated 
this year and, it necessary, could be 
drawn on to help to meet war expendi­
ture.

Mr. Coaker did not agree that the 
estimates were large enough to meet 
war expenditure. He then read to , 
the House a letter from L. C. Thomas 
Higgins, a returned invalided soldier, 
who was only getting $8 a month pen­
sion. He was entirely incapacitated 
and unable to walk, much less work, 
and was the sole support of his father,: 
a paralytic. The letter was then hand-, 
ed tp the Prime Minister on request. 
Continuing, he said the House should 
have a responsible representative on 
the Pension Board, which should not 
have authority for expenditures other­
wise^ He read an article from his 
newspaper, dated August 28th, 1914,

the " difficulties and shoulder the re­
sponsibilities brought about by the 
present government whose term of of­
fice expires this year.

The Finance Minister said he was a 
member of the Pensions Board and as 
regards tl^- man Higgins, his condi­
tion was «ported on in March last 
when he was dicharged by Drs. Fraser. 
Tait, Macpiierson and Burden and 
they allowed a 20 p.c. disability. The 
soldier was found to have large scars 
on his leg but was then able to walk.

made solely on the 
of the doctors. He 

totally disabled 
He thought that
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The pension was 
recommendation 
showed that a man 
was entitled to $40. 
another - examination could be made, vant 

Mr. Stone believed the man was en- ing 
titled to reconsideration. He said that goin 
since he last worked (and that was the 
carrying lumber on his back), his con- mad 
dition had reached a serious stage and no i 
both legs were practically useless to exte 
him. wou

The Prime Minister congratulated Mi 
the Opposition on the good spirit evi- * was 
denced by them. He thought it would or i 
have a bad effect on recruiting if the Migl 
opinion got abroad that someone of- thin 
ficially recognized was not doing what not 
he should, as generally speaking, diet 
there was nothing too good for those tend 
who had gone to defend this country tion 
and Empire. He concurred in the fishe 
suggestion of re-opening the case re- said 
ferred to. As to tha Government’s in- less 
tention regarding an election, he could ed I 
only again say that his party had not cons 
finally determined on the matter, but aftei 
would pass on it at an early date W 
when he would immediately commun!- was 
cate the decision to the House. From mitt 
what he could hear on all sides the peo- Wol 

1 pie were not in favour of plunging the agai 
country into the throes of an election, cont 
He said the press of the country were upoi 
all but unanimous that an election was 
not desirable. He could find no one II 
outside the House with the interest of SQ1 
the country at heart in favoer of an 
election. Unless an Act of Parliament ^or 
Is passed to the contrary, an election 
must take place. n®'

The Leader of the Opposition replied J 
that judging from the Premier’s re- L| 
marks there was nothing left for them wm 
to do but to fight the Government. ture. 

The Prime Minister.—“Then we ac- yJge( 
cept the challenge and give you all the the 
fighting you want.”

Thé Leader of the Opposition.—"Yon fl
will get it.” He said that the Premier’s Bloi 
statement that no one in the country prtx 
who had the interest of the country TÏ

election jun<
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