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incee entirely. Handsome as the 
price is they would hardly consider 
it an inducement for the abandonment 
of their plans for a telephone monop­
oly in central Canada similar to that 
they enjoy and abuse in the eastern 
provinces. The Company is in the 
business of operating telephone sys­
tems, not of selling them; had they 
desired to sell the Manitoba system 
they could have found purchasers 
long ago; that thejr have now sold i". 
is the Company's acknowledgement 
that their plans for a monopoly of 
which it was to be the most profitable 
portion must be given up, and tha. 
they intend to withdraw from centra. 
Canada.

What destroyed the hope of the 
Bell Company of perpetuating a tele 
phone monopoly in central Canada? 
Was it Premier Roblin's policy for i 
provincial system Hardly y The Bel. 
Company have encountered opposition 
before without throwing up theii 
hands; and opposition in the shape 
of telephones and copper wire insteao 
oi the harmless plans and specifioa 
lions with which Premier Roblin has 
tçen juggling for a year or so. Nor 
would opposition in one province only 
have jarred their plans very material­
ly. Perhaps the Premier's threats hat 
a measure of effect; so also had the 
announcement that the Saskatchewan 
Goverenment would build a system in 
that Province; but it was the Govern 
ment of Alberta which inserted the 
thin end of the wedge under the Com 
pany’s calculations—and then drovt. 
tha wedge home vigorously.

The construction of a Government 
telephone system was a slogan o. 
the Rutherford administration in the 
provincial elections ; and when re 
turned to power they lost no time ii 
carrying their plans into execution. 
Men were put on the road erecting 
poles, stringing wire and installing 
telephones ; and while the most need; 
were first served, the Company sooi 
recognized1 that the Government sys 
tem was to be -a competitor, not a foil 
There are now five hundred mile: 
of Government owned telephone linei 
in operation in Alberta, and miles arc 
being added every lawful day. It if 
the first Government telephone sys 
tem in the Dominion of Canada; it 
was also tho first governmental at 
tempt to fight the Bell Company will 
telephone systems instead of will 
talk.

Recognizing what was done in A1 
berta, the Manitoba Government soor 
announced their intention of doiny 
likewise, and the Saskatchewan Gov 
eminent also fell in line. Thu- 
in two years the lead of the Alberti 
Government was being follower 
throughout the three central prov 
inces. It was this parallel move 
ment for government ownership in al 
three provinces that lÿoke the powe 
and destroyed the, plans of the Bel 
Company in the prairie country. Thi 
credit of instituting that movemen 
belongs to the Government of Alberto 
and it is to that Government that tti 
people of Manitoba owe their relie 
from the Bell Telephone monopoly 
If the Rutherford Government ha 
pot led the way for government owner 
ship the Bell Company would -no' 
have parted with the splendidly pro 
fitable Manitoba system, even forth' 
enormous price the Manitoba Govern 
ment appears to have given them.

The Manitoba sale is the beginninj 
of the end of the Boll Company ii 
central Canada ; an eventuality fo 
which the people of three province 
are indebted, to the courage and initia 
live of the Government pi Alberta. .

THE RACE.
Clearly the City of Edmonton and 

the Canadian Machine Telephone Co. 
are indulging in a speed contest; and 
at present the Company seem likely 
to finish a very poor second. About 
a year and a half ago we ordered a 
telephone system to be built—capacity 
700 phones. 8ix months later the sys­
tem was not completed, but as the 
city had been growing the makers 
were asked to provide for 600 more 

'"phones. The system is not yet com­
pleted, but as the city has continued 
to grow we are under the apparent 
necessity of ordering provision for an­
other 600 'phones. - . -

The relation of the city and the 
Company appear to be those of the 
hare and the hound,-the city steadily 
traversing the pathway of progress at 
a speed that puts all our forecasts in 
the background, the Company toiling 
somewhere in the rear, trying to over­
take the city’s growing need of tele­
phone service. Where, when and how 
the pursuit will end is for the proph­
ets and mathematicians, but at pres­
ent the city appears to be making 
about two leaps for the Company’s 
one. A few days ago the Company 
were congratulating themselves that 
the chase"was nearly over. They even 
wrote the city to that effect, and said 
the 1,200 'phone system would be ship­
ped on January 20th. But Alderman 
B eard began to calculate and con­
cluded that the 1,200 'phone. system 
would be about 500 'phones short o' 
the requirements. This will be cruel 
news to the Company. They are con­
fronted with a new task nearly as 
large as the original ; the city has. 
gained another lap as it were.

It is to be hoped the Company’s 
disappointment will not deepen into 
discouragement, for though the pres­
ent seems unpromising, all things are 
possible to the resolute ; and who 
knows but that some day the Com­
pany may have accumulated enough 
telephone appliances to meet the city’s 
immediate needs? Then they will 
have a fresh start with no handicap ; 
their whole problem will be to manu­
facture as fast as the demand in­
creases ; and they need not fear that 
we shall hold them too rigidly to this 
small duty, for people who have sub 
sisted so long on promise will be 
grateful for almost any kind of per­
formance.

Meantime the telephone users o! 
the city and those who would be such 
incy hope that when—when—the pros­
pective system becomes1 an operative 
reality, the service it will provide 
wi'l be somewhat more speedy than 
the process of its construction.

HON. MR. Lcountry. There is no sign at all that 
Mr. Lemieux has failed. The Japan­
ese government stands where it has 
always stood, and where it must ne­
cessarily stand, on its claim to equal 
dignity with other peoples. Indeed, 
if dignity of demeanor is in question, 
Japan has told us that she will make 
ho treaty empowering foreign coun­
tries to exclude her people. She,how- 
ever, recognizes that with certain clas­
ses heir people are unwelcome. She 
has no desire that her people should 
migrate to America, or come home 
thence Americanized. She wants her 
star of empire to move westward to 
the peoplinig oi Corea and Manchuria. 
She empowered Mr. NoSsc to say that 
she was herself, and of course for her 
own good home reasons, limiting mi­
gration to a nominal number. Our 
government, in sending Mr. Lemieux, 
could not have any expectation of get­
ting anything more than Ijhat, or even 
of getting that into the form of an in­
ternational undertaking. 'All that was 
open to him was to represent that 
Japan’s intentions were being frus­
trated, chiefly by way of Hawaii, a 
representation which without any bar­
gain might well be expected to have 
practical results. So far as appears 
his mission in this respect has been 
as successful as Japanese good will 
and zeal for lier own regulations could 
make it.

ded the “blue ruin” cry has been.
Many have been holding on to their 

money, no doubt thinking that some­
thing awful w,as goipg to happen. If 
any serious consequences were to be 
the result of the so-called United 
States panic, we would have felt it 
long ago. As a matter of fact it is 
being now found out that the fears 
and tremblings were but the result 
of a “scare” for which there was no 
cause but the general nervousness that 
seemed to exist.

It is the duty of the banks to re­
new confidence, and they should lose 
no time in doing so. Their annual 
reports have been very satisfactory ; 
in fact more favorable than tile peo­
ple generally looked lor. Their pol­
icy of loan curtailing has been shown 
by their larger reserves, when many 
were under the impression that tlrey 
would be -much smaller. Every bank 
manager should now advise his branch 
managers that money will now be 
much easier, and thus start the pro­
verbial “ball” rolling. Let the man 
in legitimate business have what 
funds he requires- Let him turn the 
wheels again ! Business is going to 
be good ,and every line made in this 
country is going to be in good de­
mand. It js much bettor for the busi­
ness of the country to keep the money 
from the stock market gamblers, and 
to let it go into channels that will 
bring profit and benefit to this coun­
try as a whole.

CORESPONDENCE
Canada’s Special Comt 

ada Admires Thei: 
ization. Mr. Leu

The complete text uf t 
the banquet to Hon. 
mieux by the 
men of Tokio, 
ber, has just 
mail- Botli M 
T. R. Preston wer 
the Japan Times.

The dinner .wa 
Baron Shibusawu

ON THE SIDE.
With the colon bacillus in the city 

water Toronto concluded that it,could 
not also stand for Doc. Nesbitt in the 
city hall.
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THE DELINQUENT.

The decision of the C.P.R. to divert 
cars to the carrying business of the 
United States is one which under 
present circumstances might with pro­
priety be made the subject of Parlia­
mentary consideration, and of Parlia­
mentary action when the time for ef­
fective action arrives.

Under circumstances, as they ought 
to be, it would be the business of the 
C.P.R. and the C.P.is. alone if they 
saw fit to place a large number of 
cars in the business of handling inter­
national trade. Nor would the people 
of Canada offer adverse comment on 
the Company for doing so; on the 
contrary they would commend the 
enterprise of a Canadian company 
which, while efficiently handling the 
business along its home system, reach­
ed out for international traffic in com­
petition with the railways of a for­
eign country.

But circumstances are not .what 
they ought to be, nor reasonably near 
this ideeÙ. The C.P.R. does not han­
dle its home business efficiently, has 
not done so, and apparently has no 
intention of doing so. While admit­
ting that their whole car supply is in­
sufficient to properly handle the Borne 
business, and while claiming that 
they cannot build cars fast enough to 
overtake that business, the Company 
consistently pursues the policy of di­
verting cars from the home trade to 
compete in the international trade.

This is the ground upon which the 
people of Western Canady base their 
grievance. Were our own interests 
properly conserved, or even were they 
not prejudicially affected, we would 
take very proper national pride in the 
expeditions carried into the enemy’s 
country by a Canadian concern. But 
when our interests are slaughtered 
that the C.P.R. may grasp for foreign 
(cade; when our grain is piled in 
heaps on the prairie in mid-winter be­
cause we caiinot get cars to stiip it; 
When a. hundred cars of coal are need­
ed in the prairie towns while C.P.R 
cars laden with Canadian coal are 
rolling southward to Spokane, we 
must he pardoned for failing to recog­
nize the occasion as one for patriotic 
jubilation, and even for considering 
H an opportunity for justifiable 
interference by the State. The war 
against car diversion is a war of self- 
defence. In such contests extraordin­
ary means are legitimate and usually 
necessary.

There is a general impression that 
the first business of a railway

Premier Roblin offers an amend­
ment to the established method of 
celebrating New Year’s. Instead of 
ringing out the wild bells be buys out 
the Bell ring.

In his reply Mr. Le 
the unfailing courtesy 
of the Japanese ami 
thanks oi 
the way 
jeceived.

“Not long 
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from all imperial eonsiJ 
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display of her industrial] 
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Canada’s mint begins business to- 
lay. Another money-making institu­
tion has been successfully launched

financial

which

we in C

in this season of alleged 
stress.

CONCILIATION IN LABOR 
DISPUTES.

Toronto World—Mr. Lloyd George, 
rresident of the British board of trade, 
ias greatly and deservedly increased 
us prestige and reputation by his 
uccessful mediation between the rail- 
vay companies and their employees, 
md in the still more recent dispute 
n one of the chief cotton manufac- 
uring centres. This gives additional 
nterest to the record of the work of 
he board under the Conciliation 
Trade Disputes) act passed in 1896. 
-'hat statute empowered the board of 
rade, when a dispute had arisen or 
■ as apprehended, to enquire into the 
causes of the dispute, to appoint a 
jerson to act as conciliator at the re­
list of either party, and on tile ap­
plication of both parties to appoint 
m arbitrator.

During the ten years the board has 
>een called on to assist in settling 
32 labor disputes and in 168 cases 
vrith success. Of these latter 140 were 
oint applications, 60 came from work- 
leople only and 22 from employers 
mly. Iu the early years of the act 
pplicaiions as a rule were made by 
ne side only, but in later years they 
ave been mainly joint, and this is 
ightly regarded as evidence that the 
alue of official mediation is steadily 
aining recognition. There are 209 
onciliation boards now in existence 
a the United Kingdom and they are 
ngaged all the time in adjusting dif- 
erences affecting the trades they reg- 
late. In 1906 no less than 473 cases 
ere settled through' these boards by 
onciliation and 224 by arbitration, 
tucti evidently may be expected from 
oluntary methods* such as are in op- 
ration both in Britain and Canada.

THE FIRST.
Toronto Golbe—Tho great merit of 

Liberal finance is that with a lower 
rate of taxation Mr. Fielding is able 
to raise a greatly increased revenue. 
It is, in fact, a revenue-producing tar­
iff. If Mr. Foster say sthe revenue is 
too large he is the first man who ever 
complained because a country’s rev­
enue under a decreased scale of charg­
es show symptoms of healthy buoy­
ancy.

A PRACTICAL IMPERIALIST.
Ottawa Free Press—Mr. R.W. Perks, 

M.P., who has visited Ottawa twice 
within the last year, continues to 
give practical proof of his faith in 
the future of the Dominion. Speak­
ing at a dinner of the Canada club 
in London the other night ihe re­
minded his hearers that he had twice 
crossed the Atlantic to Canada during 
the past few months and that he was 
returning again in a few weeks’ time. 
“Must there not,” he asked, “be some­
thing peculiarly attractive about the 
Dominion to induce a somewhat busy 
Englishman to visit it three times in 
iess than twelve months?” The “Some­
thing” is, of course, the Georgian Bay 
canal scheme, and thinking of the re­
sult of such enterprises in improving 
transport facilities Mr. Perks held out 
to Canada the example of Manchester 
and Buenos Ayres. He had himself 
been connected with the c .nstruoirion 
of the Manchester ship can il and of 
the gigantic harbor works at the capr 
ital of Argentina. The Argentine Re­
public spent ten milli -.is sterling m 
throwing open the port ol Boom s 
Ayres, and '.he resu.t in twenty \i are 
had been to increase the population 
from 250,000 to 1,000,000, and to return 
6 per cent, on the capital invested, 
while reducing the transport rates to 
one-fourtli. It was, he said, manifest

BOOK REVIEWS

BOOK REVIEWS

Satan Sanderson : Bv Hallie Ermine 
Rives (Mrs. Post .Wheeler).

In this new- volume by Miss Rives 
the authoress has given to the reader 
a, story of intense interest, one in 
which the interest is continuous and- 
very pronounced from cover to cover. 
It is undoubtedly a love story, but one 
with altogether a new application. The 
character from which the strange ap­
pellation of the story is derived is a 
young theologian, who, in his college 
days, was the teacher and always to 
the forefront in any villainy perpe­
trated by his class. Among his col­
lege mates was another young man 
oi the same town. There was so much 
of a resemblance in these young men 
that they were frequently mistaken 
one for the other. An event occurring 
previous to his leaving college, Harry 
(Satan) Sanderson, owing to a very 
strong will, throws off the evil influ­
ences and becames a much admired 
rector of the parish church. Far da­
tèrent is the condition of his college 
chtinis, who, instead of rising above 
his failings while at college, sinks to 
further iniquity. Finally he is east 
off by his father, who in order to have 
a comforter for hie- old age",'adopt*; a 
handsome, albeit a blind, young wo­
man. Around this youngtlieroine the 
story is woven. Both men are in love 
with her, and after a series of events, 
which reads like the romance of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, except that in 
this case there are two distinct per­
sonalities, a climax, which the reader 
has been hoping for, is reached. The 
story is well illustrated with colored 
engravings by A. B. Weiizcll. It"'is 
published in Canada by McLeod and 
Alien, Toronto, who seem to be fortu­
nate in securing some of the best stor­
ies of the year, one of which “Half a 
Rogue,” is creating so much interest 
as a serial story in a number of east­
ern papers. “Satan Sanderson” is 
for sale both in paper (75c), and 
cloth ($1.25), by all booksellers.

The department of agriculture of 
Canada have issued a very valuable 
handbook of the various weeds grow­
ing in Canada. It will be of great 
interest to the farmers and gardeners 
of Canada, and particularly of Al­
berta. The various weeds are illustrat­
ed by colored plates, with both Latin 
and English names attached, together 
with a description of each and a 
means oi getting rid of them. We 
understand the edition is limited and 
is only being supplied to schools, col­
leges and farmers’ institutes.

A brochure, very tastefully arrang­
ed and printed, has been issued by 
Mr. James E. Caldwell, of City View, 
near Ottawa. The contents are made 
up of a drama, “The Yellow Bag,” 
very interestingly woven around the 
times previous to the outbreak of the 
Spanish-American war in Cuba; also 
a number of poems written by Mr. 
Caldwell, who some few years ago also 
published a volume of poems of his 
own composition. One of Mr. Cald­
well’s efforts, contained in the latest 
volume,' being appropriate to the pres­
ent season, is here reproduced :—

A New Year Greeting.
A glad New ■ Year to thee and thine ! 
A year of friendships most benign, 
Filled to the brim with truth and 

trust,
And honest strivings for the just; 
Graced with all sweet amenities— 
Visions such as the poet sees 
Bound by the common bond of life,
To wage immortal war on strife.
And draw from each soul’s hidden 

keys
Most sweet and undreamt harmonies.
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Ayres in population and industrial 
progress.
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"HE TRANSPORTATION QUESTION
Toronto Globa—Consumers are pay- 

,ig as much as forty cents and fifty 
ents a peck for apples in Toronto.

few miles, ffom the city a crop is 
ieing left on the. ..trees or on. tho 
round be causa thé railways are un- 
ble to handle it. With this business 

\eglected the railways are laying off 
oèn and complaining that in the 
■resent depression there is no work 
or them. It would seem the part of 
ood management to put these men to 
ork handling tho apple crop, thus 

■roviding a market,for fruit growers 
nd relieving the consumers of what 
lay be called famine prices. There 
i evidently room for similar railway 
nterprisc between the cast and the 
• est. Every day brings complains 
rom western points about unreason- 
ble delays in the shipment of goods, 
irafts are being refused on account 
f non-arrival of goods that should 
ave been on the merchants shelves 
>r weeks, but are somewhere along 
he road.

$175.00
By way of explanation, would say 

that in the first instance the titles 
were taken out in the names of Chas. 
M ay, and. q the re. ,Atid t&e- iofd ty;o 
items were paid when the transfers to 
the City by Mr. May, wele registered.

Yours truly,
J. H. PICARD.

(Signed) Emery, Newell & Bolton.

JUSTICE WITHOUT DELAY.
Lethbridge Herald—The value of the 

district court has been amply shown 
during the present session- ' The par­
ticular instance is that of Pafey Mur­
phy who on Tuesday afternoon was 
arrested for smashing a window at 
the Balmoral hotel. He was brought 
before Magistrate Humphries that 
night, committed for trial, and tried 
before Judge Winters yesterday, re­
ceiving his sentence within three days 
of the offence. Without the district 
court Patsy would have been kept in 
durance vile until the next sitting of 
the Supreme court before knowing his 
fate. The district court will be known 
as the speedy trial court.

rallying 
dom with order and ,uj 
spect for law,, together w 
respect for the rights oi 
the very essence of ideal] 

“That there

AS TO LOCAL
IMPROVEMENT WORK.

Editor Bulletin.
Sir,—The writer lias been asked if 

the local improvement districts as wi­
ll ave them are a success. Although I 
have lived in one for three years I 
cannot say they are. In fact, the 
condition of our roads in this particu­
lar locality would indicate that local 
improvement districts are' decidedly a 
failure.

If the taxes collected were sufficient 
to carry on the work, then all well and 
good, but after our local money is ex­
pended we must turn at once to the 
government and ask for more. This 
being the case, why not pay all our 
taxes into the government and then 
ask for its expenditure in the usual 
way.

Since our government is centrally 
located at Edmonton, railways and 
telephones are bringing members in 
closer touch with their Constituencies, 
and they, with the aid of say a super­
visor in each township, should be 
able to expend the public money in a 
far less expensive way.

It appears to me that all brusli 
work, grading and culvert building 
should be let by tender and contrac­
tors required to complete their work 
to the satisfaction of a government in­
spector before such work is paid for.

Under the present system of engag­
ing inexperienced foremen and allow­
ing them inexperienced crews, we are 
simply getting nothing for our money. 
The roads tliroguhout the country will 
prove this statement to be nearly cor­
rect. It seems high time this relic of 
territorial legislation was laid aside, 
and the work of expending the public 
money placed more directly 'in the 
hands of the Department of Public 
Works, where it would not cost one 
dollar to expend ten.—Yours trulv,

- KITSCOTY.
Kitscoty, Dec, 30.

____ ihottl'd'.q
Canada and Japan rol] 
most friendly nature is | 
Under the guidance o| 
the emperor, Japan has 
a constitution which in 
is similar to the British 
that everlasting model d 
dom—upon which the ] 
tem of government is 1| 
with an admirable ala] 
only adopted herself t] 
atandard:

THE RATE OF TAXATION.
Toronto Globe—The question for the 

people of Canada is, what is the rate 
of taxation? Mr. Foster avoids this 
issue, because he knows it would put 
him dut of court. Of every hundred 
dollars worth of goods sold when Mr. 
Foster was finance minister $18.28 re­
presented the taxation which the gov­
ernment exacted from the purchaser. 
At the present time tht taxation on 
a hundred dollars’ worth of goods is 
represented by $15.56, and the rate is 
steadily falling, so that it may con­
fidently be predicted that the rate of 
taxation will be $3 less per hundred 
dollars than it was under Mr. Foster. 
That is not a matter of opinion, but 
of arithmetic.

com­
pany is to build and operate a rail­
way. This at any rate was the theory 
on which the C-P.R. company came 
into being. For this purpose they 
were endowed with enormous franch­
ises and powers, were enriched with 
subsidies, dowered with land and fa­
vored with twenty years of monopoly. 
But if the subsequent behaviour of the 
Company is to be considered as fulfill­
ing the obligations of its creation, the 
notion must be abandoned that one 
of those obligations was the efficient 
operation of their railway system. If 
this was the expectation in which we 
lavished subsidies and land grants on 
them we were badly mistaken.

A railway company owes a duty 
to the people from whom it draws its 
dividends, particularly when the

, but in her an 
been able to reveal to 
treasures pf an ancien 
which as regards art aid 
be surpassed. Her an 
have, on more than one I 
put to severe tests an<J 
results we know 
compiled from 
digests, wl«Ll-

HA YASHI PROPOSED RESTRIC­
TION.

Toronto Globe—It must not be for- 
otten or overlooked that the under- 
iking to adopt a restrictive policy in 
he matter of Japanese emigration to 
■anada and the United States was 
rat promulgated in the form of a 
eply by Foreign Minister Hayashi 
j a deputation representing certain 
apancse companies organized to pro- 
lote emigration to both of these coun­
ties, and that Viscount Hayashi is a 
tatesman of long and varied ex- 
srience in the field of diplomacy. His 
ist report, an extremely delicate and 
ifficult one, was that of ambassador 
) Great Britain. His assurance, 
herefore, is not that oi either a dip- 
rmatic tyro or a purely hometrained 
lOlitician ; it is the word of one of 
he most eminent, versatile and high 
linded diplomatists and statesmen of 
he present day. It goes without say- 
■lg—for nothing escapes the Japan- 
■se—that the quasi autonomy, of Can- 
ida within the British empire is per- 
jctly understood by the Japanese 
ninisters, and that they know the 
anger to Japan from any treatment 

if Canada in the matter of emigration 
hat would justify her in repudiating 
he Anglo-Japanese treaty.
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American continent, bu 
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Development of
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is above all to cultivj 
peace, to develop the d 
resources of our vast 
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fast steamers plying b] 
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A CORRECTION.
A representative of the Dominioi 

Securities Limited requests the Bulle 
tin to correct a statement made ii 
these columns some time since. Ir 
effect it was said that we had sold s 
block of debentures to a firm who bar 
not the money to pay for them and 
had been forced to wait until they se 
cured the money.

The correction we are asked to makt 
is that the Corporation had the money 
because they intended to borrow it 
from the bank, and that we had tc 
wait for payment because the bant 
would not advance the money until 
the debentures were printed and exe­
cuted.

The correction is cheerfully made in 
the sincere hope that some ingenious 
reader may be able to discover the es­
sential difference between the Bulle 
tin’s statement, and the explanatier 
offered by the representative of thr 
Corporation. In thb meantime, should 
any wayfaring man fail to see why a 
firm who had the money should be 
forced to borrow it, we can only sav 
that these be the ways of high fin 
ance. Should he wonder that a pur­
chaser who has the money available 
should have to delay paying for his 
purchase until some one would lend 
him the price, we can only admit that 
it is a mystery. Should he refuse tc 
believe that intending to borrow 
money in the future is the sami 
thing as having the monej 
at present we must assure him that

JUSTIFIED BY RESULTS.
Ottawa Free Press—Hon. Frank Oli­

ver made it quite clear in his speech 
in the House of Com mois on Tuesday 
that the government liad been justi­
fied in .its immigration policy by the 
results.

It is interesting, however, to note, 
in addition to the figures supplied by 
the minister, that Canada is yearly 
lessening the size of the mesh of the 
immigration net, or that, in other 
words, the bars arc being strength­
ened against ihe unfit,

SOMETH I N<5 IN A NAME.
Calgary Albertan—The Edmonton 

Bulletin is urging that the . three 
prairie provinces be called "the Cen­
tral provinces pf .Canada, instead of 
the west, as . at * present designated. 
It is not so long ago that we were 
complaining because outsiders refer­
red to Alberta ; land Saskatchewan as 
the Northwest. But now, the north 
part of the name has been eliminated, 
and4 reference is made to - the Great 
Canadian west,the “Last Great West.”

It is urged that really we are not 
“the west,” for there is a “west” be­
yond us. But as the (Western States 
in the republic to the south ate the 
states bordering to the east of the 
Rockies, so the Canadian West is like­
ly to be for all time the provinces be­
tween the Great Lakes and the Rock­
ies. To the west is the coast. The 
far east is the East, and the other

com­
pany has induced the people to settle 
in the country traversed by its lines. 
Hundreds of thousands of settlers 
have been drawn to the prairies by 
the advertisements and representa­
tions of the C.P.R.; the foremost of 
all these advertisements has been that 
the C.P.R. lines traversed the coun­
try and would afford efficient ship­
ping facilities. How has this under­
taking been fulfilled? Let the farm­
er answer whose wheat is lying in the 
fields, and the coal merchant whose 
orders are unfilled, and whose cus­
tomers are clamoring for fuel while 
the Company’s cars are carrying the 
product of Canadian mines into the 
State of Washington.

Eventually competition will bring 
relief from this grievance, but it 
must be many years before competi-’ 
tion can be secured throughout the 
entire territory now occupied by the 
C.P.R. In the meantime Parliament 
might be able to bring a wholesome 
pressure to bear on the delinquent 
Company. The powers of the Railway 
Commission might be broadened to 
give that body a restraining grip on 
the matter of car distribution and di­
version. This failing. Parliament 
might deal directly with the Company 
When next they go to Ottawa for legis­
lation.

THE FINANCIAL SITUATION.
Winnipeg Commercial—Reports from 
he east, and fdr that matter reports 
.rom the west, indicate that the fin­
ancial situation is clearing up rapid­
ly. " There is much more confidence 
generally than there was a week or 
Lwo ago The trend of affairs at pres- 
:nt indicates that after the first oi the 
/ear the banks will begin to let out

PRIME MINISTER IS IMPROVED
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Decrease In Entriee.

Ottawa, Jan. I.—The number of home­
stead entries for ten months to October 
31 was 25,305 a decrease of 12,339 as com­
pared with same period a year ago. This 
decrease is explained as owing in part 
to the fact that incomers were buying 
land outright instead of homesteading.

More Chinese Railweye. *
Amoy, China, Jan. 1. — Active con­

struction work has begun on the tele­
phone lines which are to connect Amoy 
with the two other cities of this pre­
fecture, Theunjoufu, fifty miles to the 
north and Changehou Fu, thirty miles 
to the west ; the construction and op­
eration of these tines is entirely Under 
thé control of the Chinese government

known

prov-


