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~ THE CITY COUNCIL

Council Favors Considering the Sale of the Street Railway Franchise—
Alderman Picard Strongly Advocates sale—Alderman Walker is
Opposed—8pecial Meeting Will be Held Thursday to Consider
Terms of Sale—Isolation Hospital Bungle Further Considered.

From Wednesday’s Bulletin.

Moved by Ald. Picard, seconded by
Ald. Manuel, that this council is in
favor of eonsidering a proposition to
dispose of the street railway franchise
provided satisfactory terms can be se-
cured.

This motion was carried at the regu-
lar meeting of the city eouncil Tues-
day evening, and with it the munigi-
pal owrership propaganda insofar as
it relates to the construction and op-
eration of a street railway, dissolved
in air.

The aldermen voting in favor of the
motion were Ald. Manson, Smith, Pic-
ard and Manuel, and.those against
Ald. Gariepy, Anderspn and Walker.
Subsequently another motion was sub '
mitted and carried on the same di-
vision, providing for the holding of
a special meeting of the council Thurs-
day evening to.consider the terms
upon whiéh the ‘cowncil ‘will agfee to
consider the sale of the franchise and
the submission’ of the question to the
ratepayers of the city for endorsment.

By the adoption of the first resolu-
tion the principle of private owner
ship of the street railway was rati-
fied. Ald. "Walker alone opposed the
motion on the ground of principle,
declaring that he still retained faith
in municipal ownership. Ald. Gar-
iepy’s attitude was a protest agaiust
the method of procedure. He ob’ect-
ed to the council undertaking ‘o c::.-
mit- itself to the sale“of the railway
before knowing thg proposition: of P;
Cronin, the repgesentative of George
3alfour, the English capitalist, whaose
application for the purchase of the
franchise was placed before the coun-
cil at its last meeting. Ald. Anderson
did- not explain his “position; neither
did Mayor Griesbach. His worship,
who has been one of the strongest ad-
vocates of municipal ownership, ‘fail-
ed to, express any. opinion, his silence
being considered a tacit endorsation
of the proposal to sell. Ald. Daly was
not present.

Justice Beck’s Statement.

The question was introduced by a
statement from Mr. Justice Beck, whe
until his ‘appeintment to the Supreme
Court of this province, was city soli-
citor and who has been connected with
this department of the city’s admin-
istration since the inauguration of Ed-
monton as a town, eighteen years ago.
In view of the fact that his service
will no longer be available to the city
the opportunity to secure an outline
of the city’s position in regard to the
street railway franchise and the street
railway charter, was given by Judge
Beck voluntarily a review of the his-
tory of the negotiations,

Judge Beck stated that he was a
relative of 1, Cronin, the, Canéidian
representative of Geo. Balfour, the
English capitalist, who had offered to
purchase the street railway franchise
from the city. He did not know who
3alfour was, except from seeing his
authorization to Mr. Cronin to pur-
cliase the street railway franchise. He
had advised Mr. Cronin to secure the
Strathgona charter and purchase a
franchise in EKdmonton.

Charter Valueless,

he Dominion charter which the
city held. Judge Beck said, was o1
little value insofar as its rights out-
side the city were concerned. This
was hig opinion several years ago, and
was still, even though some ratepay-
ers might not agree with him on the
point. The reason for the impotence
of .the Dominion charter was due to
the faet that to obtain amendments
to it it required application to the
Federal government, and to secure
any amendment it would be necessary
to fight a'l the “steam railway com-
panies of the country. Some time ago
an effort was made to secure an ex-
tension of the powers of the charter
from the right to build within a 10-
mile radius of the centre of the city to
50; miles, but without succéss. This
w8 one reason that a provincial char-
ter was of much more value.

it had been claimed that under the
Doeminion charter the power was im-
pased on the city to construct a line
on_any highway. This was true in
part, but the charter was so framed
that it must not conflict” with any leg-
islation passed by the provincial leg-
islature, and, in.conosequence, if the
Alberta legislature undertook to say
that the highways should not be used
without compensation, there was no-
thing for it but to comply.

“The Dominion charter which the
city holds, is valueless,” said Judge
Beck, “and ¥ thigk fio.company would
want it. I may sa¥.there is a wide
difference between ¢harter and fran-
chigse., The valuable thing te a com-
pany is a franchisé, and Edmonton
now has absolute control of its streets,
Neither Tretheway or Inglis has any
rights under the franchise granted the
former in 1904.”

Ald. Gariepy’s Motion.

When Judge Beck finished his re-
view of the present status of the city
in-reference to its charter, Ald. Ger-
iepy made a motion to the effect that
Mer. Cronin be invited to meet the
comnecil to present his proposition.

“1 think we should just hear Mr.
Cronin’s offer before déciding the
question of whether or not the city
approves of the proposition to dis-
pose of its franchise,” he said.

Ald. .Picard was not in sympathy
with this motion and when Ald. Gar-
iepy failed to secure a seconder to
his motion he made the motion which
laid down the principle of favoring the
consideration -‘of disposing of the
franchise.

“My attitude on this question is not
new to me,” he said, “and 1 think
we should go at it right end first. We
must decide whether we want to con-
sider the question of disposing of the
street railway franchise to a private
corporation before we unrlel‘t;lkf‘ to
consider the tarms upon which we
shall dispese of it. I have never

|been in favor of municipal ownership
{of the street railway system, contend-
ing that it is not a civic utility. A
eivic utility is essentially one which
serves the city. To make a street
railway pay it must tap the sur-
rounding districts. angd ibat fact re-
moves it from the  category -of civie
utilities. 1I# iz obvious that if a streetq
railway served-only the same area
as.-that contained -within the city’s
waterworks, sewerage, electric light or
telephone systems, it would not be of
any value at all. It is from the out-
side that the "patronage of a street
railway ‘is to be seeured. Another
point which I think should be consid-
ered is that to gell a franchise to a
private corporation, would mean the
bringing into the city of outside cap-
ital. This is to be desjred. If we in-
sist on maintaining eur repufation for
efusing to permit outside capital to
invest here,:we ‘are not doing the eity
a benefit, . Dut if we allow capital to
come in more will follow. I’m in favor
i ‘disposing of our {ranchise.
Opposed to Disposal.

Ald. Walker expressed himself as
pposed, first, last and always to the
lisposal of the street railway d{ran-
chise.

The street railway franchise is one
of the city’s most valuable assets,”” he
said, “and we should see to it that
we retain it.”’

“It’s all very well to say our fran-
chise -is a valuadle asset,” retorted
Ald, Picard; “a gold mine may be
valuable too, but it isn’t unless it is
:xploited. At present the ecity is not
in.a position to proceed with the con-
struction of a street railway. But ]
lo not want to give away the fran-
chise. I will, of course, insist that
the disposal of it shall be on such
terms as will yield the city a rev-
'nue.”

Alds. Manson, Smith and Mannel
all favored the motion to consider the
disposal of the franchise. Ald. Smith
ffered a motion calling for a special
meecting of the council on Thursday
to consider_the conditions upon whigh
v disposal of the franchise would bc
'ntertained

wiepy declared his intention
to ,ute #»7uinst both motions on the
ground that it was not the logical or
der ‘of procedure. He objected to be
ing asked to give an opinion on the
question oi disposing of the franchise
until he knew what Mr. Cronin was
prepared to offer to purchase it.

Both motions carried.

Congratulations to Judge Beck.

In  appreciative terms, the mayol
referred to the elevation to the bench
f Mr. Beck, who had been the eity
solicitor for fifteen years, and took
occasion to say that the eity had beer
fortunate in having the services of sc
eminent a solicitor. Mr, Beck’s suc
cess, he said, was not alone due tc
his knowledge of law, but to his sym-
pathy and to his knowledge of condi
tions. A motion moved by Alderman
Manson, seconded by Alderman Man
uel, was passed and applauded, con
gratulating him on the honor impos
»d on him, and expressing the satis
faction felt at the work he had done
for the city. Judge Beck thapked the
council.

Ald. Smith Returns.

After an absence of four months iv
Japan, Alderman Smith resumed hi:
seat at the council board Tuesday
night. He was the subject of very
hearty congratulations irom his fellow
aldermen upon the faet that he wa:
now numbered among the benedicts.

The Communications.

The Douglas Co. renewed the claim
for '$125.64 for damages caused by an
overflow” of the sewer a year ago. The
communication was referred to the
commissioners for investigation,

C. F. Newell, of Newell & Beck,
made application for the city so}lcipor»
ship vacaney. The communication
was laid on the table. )

Malcolm Groat asked the pertineni
questions to west enders: ““When are
we to have our sidewalk irom Eigh
teenth- street to Edward, and when
are the electric lights to be placed at
Eighteenth -and Twenty-First streets,
also when is Jasper avenue west from
Eighteenth - street to. be repaired?’
Alderman Manuel gathered the appeal
from the Groat estate people, a_nd
moved that the commissioners be in
structed to lay the sidewalk and' pro
vide electric light connections.: The
mayvor stated that the wherewithal
was the point to be considered. Whern
meoney was fortheoming, and he took
occasion to say that there was an ex-
cellent prospect of an immediate salc
of civic debentures, the work would
be done. « :

Mr. Groat addressed the council
stating that the Groat estate people
had never failed to pay their taxes,
but no improvements had been made
He wanted to know what was done
with Groat estate taxes.

“Remit us our taxes for last year,
and we’ll go ahead and do the work
ourselves. Ald, Picard explained to
Mr. Groat that when there was no
sidewalk or graded street, no :faxes
were collected from the residents, Ior
these improvements were made on the
frontage tax basis. . _

Mr. Groat amplified his complaint
by declaring that the eitizens in this
end of the city had neither a church
nor-a school. -

The communication was referred to
the commissioners with power to act,
Alderman Manuel -~ withdrawing hig
mot on:

Isolation Hospital Case.

City Solicitor Beck reconunendgd
that Isolation Hospital damage claim
and arbitrators’ award be se-ttlw'l at
$650, plus half the costs oi arbitra-
tion, the solicitors for Beaton & Mal-
lett, agreeing to a settlement on this
basis. ‘The matter was laid on the
table until the special meeting Thurs-
day night,

Architect E. €. Hopkins, of the Iso-

lation Hospital, asked that the $308.15,
the balance of his account on the Iso-
lation Hospital contract, be paid. A
special committee, composed of Alder-
man Walker, Smith and Manuel, was
appointed ‘to investigate this account.

The wheale.question of the Isolation

| Hospital bungle was given a particu-

larly good airing.

The history of the affair is briefly:
The cost of the building was $21,000.
The contractors claimed $396 dam-
ages for being retarded in the build-
ing operations. The arbitrators award-
ed $800. The committee which was
appointed to consider the question
recommended settling for $400 or go-
mg to the courts. Further informa-
tion diselosed ‘the fact that the com-
nittec was not in possession. of the
complete [acts in ~spnectionm with the
dla‘m, and in consequence the com-
mittee was prepared to amend its re
commendation,

As To Merry-Go-Round.

The speecial committee appointed to
decide upon a license  iee for merry-
go-rounds, recommended a license of
$100 per year for a company conduct-
ing such enterprises during a year.
This recommendation was approved.

One Report Presented.

The commissioners had only one re
port to present. It was in reference
to the application of R, 8. Scott, chim-
ney sweep, for the enactment of an
ordinance compelling the sweeping of
chimneys. The report was as follows:

““We have taken this matter up with
the fire chief who informs us that the
danger of fire from foul chimneys is
not a serious one in this city, as he
has as yet had no experience of a fire
originating irom this cause. He con-
tributes this very very largely to the
burning of our soft coal, leaving very
little soot or causing corrosion which
follows the use of wood and hard coal,
the fine ash or light-soot deposited by
our coal being largely carried away’
by the draught. In view of this con-
dition, we think that it is unnecessary
to impose any restrictions upon the
householders in this respect, fthe more
especially as the enforcement of re-
strictions would entail considerable
expense in recording the work done.
and issuing cerfificates therefor, and
probably thereby in many cases im-
posing unnecessary expense upon the
householder who may be allowed tc
be the best judge of what is necessary
for his own convenience or advantage
Nor do we think it necessary that
chimney sweeps should be put under
license, but that they should be al-
lowed to prosecute their calling as a
matter of private contract between
them and city residents,

The report was adopted.

The Accounts,

For the first time in months, the
imount of the weekly accounts was
under $30,000. The grist passed Tues
lay night amounted to $24,609.73.
They were as follows:

Bell Telephone Co. .90
Bradburn Stationery S e e .25
The Cameron Co. .00
Canadian Gen. Elec. Co. .... 1,163.1%6
C. N. R. » .52
C. N. R. .32
S A N T e .51
Canadian Oil Co, .96

‘ash accounts—

Tel. department .20

Water department .68

Labor pay sheet—McNaugh-

ton

Labor pay sheet 7.00

Labor pay sheet—McNaugh-

ton 56.00
City Electric Co. .37
Frank B. Cock 9.07
L. Cristall .75
Can. White Co. .v...ccocu0n ,838.9)
R. G. Davidson
Dominion Express .00
Douglas Co. .25
Havier Durocher .00
Edmonton Pressed

Works .00
Gariepy & Lessard .60
Gartshore Thomson
Gorman, Clancey & Grindley 3,584.
Fray & Henderson 80.
Great West Saddley
W. J. Graham
W. H. Harvey & Co. ........ T
0. Higman
W. J. Horner
Huff Grading Co.

W. G. Ibbotson

Illinois Elec. Co.
Imperial Oil Co.

no. Inglis & Co.
Jackson & Aitkin
Kirkpatrick & Pate
Latta & Lyvons

Lurdy & MecLeod

W. H. Martin & Co.
J. H. Morris & Co,
McCallum & Westbrook
MclLean Publishing Co.
Mc(Coll Bros,

N. W. Electric Co.
Packard Elec. Co.
Postmaster

Poiter & McDougall
Revilloh Bros. ...y i60e0000d
Ross Bros.

Roth Bros.

Bisters oi Charity

R. F. Williams

White Stdr Coal Co. .........

.76

$24,609.73

GAS COMPANY TO EXPEND
$300.

,000.
(Moonday’s Balletin.)

Cyrus S. Eaton, western business
panager of the International Heating
and Lighting company, of Cleveland
Ohio, the company to which a 30-year
artificial gas franchise was granted by
the city in June, has returned here
to complete the preliminary work coun-
nec'ed with the installation of the
plant for Edmonton and Strathcona.
He will purchase a site for the gas
works and let contracts for the erec-
tion of the  bnildings.

The buildings and plant of the gas
company will cost $100,000. The cost
of installing mains will approach
$200,000. making a total expenditure
of $300,000. Over 30 miles of mains
will be laid in the two cities.

Undar the terms of the franchise
granted. last June work on the instal-
lation of the plant must commence
within six months from that date.
Consequently, with the inauguration
f construction work within the next
few weeks the company will be well
within the time limit.

“When will your company. be in:a
position -to .supply Edmaonton and

973

Strathcona with gas?
asked.

“Next summer,” he replied,

The material for the plant was ord-
:red July 1st, but it will be a month
and a hali before any of this order
is delivered in Edmonton. The Am-
erican manufacturers are so rushed
with work that they are experiencing
Jhe greatest difficulty in keeping up
with their orders. Practically all _the
material for the plant in Edmonton
will be secured from the old country.

Not a great deal of work will be
done this fall in laying mains, but
with the opening of spring a gang- of
200 men will bz put on to lay the 30
miles.

“l am glad that not many of the
jity streets are as yet permanently
improved,” said Mr. Eaton, “for the
frenching which we must do in lay-
ing the mains will make the thorough-
farez. lock like the Panama canal.
According to our practice, we are, of
course compelled to leave the streets
in as good or better condition than
that in which we found them.”

Mr. Eaton states that the gas will be
:ntirely manufactured here from
traw, This produce is a great gas
groducer and a ton of straw will pro-
luce over fifty per cent. more gas
han the same weight of coal, when
reated by their patented process. In
3eatrice; Neb., and Mitchell, N.D.,and
athir points in the United States,
where the International Lighting and
Heating company have plants, was is
made from corncobs largely and the
result is highly successful. The pro-
cess, which is practically a new in-
vention, has attracted world-wide at-
tention. The gas can be produced
more cheaply than it is possible from
coal and it has heen pronounced by
spme of the most eminent chemists

A
Mr, Eaton was

in America to contain higher heating

and illuminating properties than that
obtained from ecoal.

Speaking of the financial stringency
Mr. Eaton took occasion to say that
he West had no reason fo reproach
itself .on this score—the difficulty of
>btaining money is universal,

Few of the large institutions im the
United States are able to secure
money except at a high rate of inter-
2st.

Mr. Eaton will remain in Edmonton
hree weeks.

o

LABOR DISPUTES ACT ENDORSED
From Tuesday’s Bulletin.

The delegates representing the
[rades and Labor . Council, the
Brotherhood of Carpent2rs and Plum-
jers’ union of this city at the Domin-
ion Trades Congress held in Winnipeg
ast week have returned to the city.

Over 150 dzlegates, representing the
sarious labor organizations from Hali-
ax to Victoria, were present. - Ed-
nonton, outside of Winnipeg and To-
‘onto, had the largest number of re-
wesentatives in attendanca.. Frater-
1al delegates from the Society of
Bquity of Alberta, the American
“ederation of Labor and the Western
Federation of Mincrs were present.
Che delegate representing the latter
Yody was Honore J. Jaxon, who was
‘ormerly a lieutenant for Louis Riel
in 1885.

The chief topice that engrossed the
wiention of the delegates were the
\siatic invasion, especially the im-
yortation of Japanese laborers, the
[ndustrial Disputes Act -and its
peration and the platform of the In-
iependent Labor party.

The congress was a unit in denounc-
ng the Asiatic peril. The question
was brought before the delegates by
the British Columbia represcatatives,
wnd in a very lengthy telegram to Sir
Wilfrid Laurier the congress called
for the - annulment of the Anglo-
Tapanese alliance as far as Canada 1s
oncerned. Sir Wilfrid Laurier re-
lied in a lengthy telegram which fail-
»d to satisfy the rigorous demands of
he congress.

With respect to the Industrial Dis-
nutes” Act, which has been passed
dince the meeting of the congress in
1906 in Vietoria, and which the execu-
‘ive of the congress had endorsed, the
3rotherhood - of Locomotive En-
ringers and the miners of Southern
Alb>rta strongly objected to the prin-
siple and the text of the bill. The
>ther trades unions concerned in the
peration of the act conéurred with
the aims and principle of the new
‘aw. The Brotherhood of Engincers
md the miners declared that this ac-
*fon of the congress was imposing
ipon the engineers and miners condi-
‘iops. which they did not want and
which the other labor unions not at
oresent under the scope of the act
were not willing to place upon them-
selves.. As a result of this position.
1 motion was introduced and passed
afte- the fullest discussion section by
section, asking that the act be amend-
ad to apply equally to all labor dis-
putes. This motion was brought for-
ward by the delegate of the miners of
Southern Alberta. )

The original platform of the Inde-
pendent Labor party was maintainad
after an attempt by _the . Socialistic
wing of the congress to effect a com-
promise.

The vice-president and exeeutive
Sfficials for the provinee of Alberta
were salected by the Alberta delegates
in committee, and the congress elect-
»d thos= nominated by the provincial
delegates, as follows: J. F. Leheney
(vice-president), \Coleman; T. R. Wes-
man, - Edmonton; W. M. TLeonard,
Edmonton: J. Dunlop; Calgary.

The delegates were hospitably enter-
tained by the citizens of Winnipeg,
receiving an official welcome from a
representative of Mayor “Ashdown.
Premier Roblin ‘also address the con-
aress-and attended several eof the
sessions as a visitor ‘along with mem-
bers ‘of his cabinet.

Two ‘or three resolutions were sub-
mitted ‘By the Edmonton delegates to
the congress and were adopted, in-
cluding one by the plumbers’ dele-
gate asking for the examination and
registration of plumbats and steam-
fitters by the provineial authorities.

BACK FROM TRIP TO THE
ORIENT.

Alderman Sam H. and Mrs. Smith
returned yesterday from a four months
trip to Japan. While in the Flowery
Kingdom, they visited Yokohama,
Tokio, Nikko, Kobe, the Inland Sea,
the Sacred Island and many other
places of equal note.

The Beauty of the Orient.

When interviewed, M=, Smith said:

“The Inland Sea, lying to the south-
western part of Nypen, the largest
island of ‘the group, has a world-
wide reputation for its beauty. The
gorgeous blossoms of the flowers and
the rich green foliage, on the sur-
rounding shores with the clear blue
sky overhead, makes a picture to be
seen nowhere else, In the centre
of this sea is the Sacred Island the
most beautiful spot of all, where no
person can die or be born.”
Japs Are Progressive.

“The Japs a very progressive na-
tion, clever and industrious, Their
work in metals is unsurpassed by any
workmanship in the world. The rea-
son is their industrious ways and gift
of detail.”

An Interesting Souvenir.

The alderman showed the represen-
tative of The Bulletin a crab, model-
led in bronze, which he had brought
home among his souvenirs. It could
be easily placed in the palm oi the
hand, and yet there were some thirty
invisible joints in this ornament. It
had ten legs, two claws and two horns
that would move. Each limb was the

exact reproduction of the insect while

alive, and was placed in its natural
position. ‘““Now, that is a fair sam-
ple of their ingenuity,” said the alder-
man. )

Utilize Every Inch of Land.

“They utilize every inch of land
for farming that is possible; the prin-
cipal product being rice. Where a
Canadian farmer will let from three
to four feet go to waste around his
field near the fence, the Japs will
cultivate every bit of it.
go to the mountains and you’ll find
they have -terraced them right up.
making little fields of one half or one
quarter of an acre, and getting a
good crop from them too. Our guide,
while we were going through tha
farming country, pointed out the mod-
ern way of planting the seed, that is,
in rows, the way we plant corn. ‘It’s
only- been in use six hundred years,’
he said.”

The alderman and Mrs, Smith vis-
ited an ancient castle. There were
many moats around it; and a huge
wall that slanted out from the ground.
Used in the construction of this wall,
were stones weighing from 1,500 1lbs.
to a ton. “How they ever got them
there is a mystery to me,” said Mr.
Smith.

Sturdy, Powerful Race.

“They are a sturdy, powerful race,
nearly every man being an athlete.
Their diet, of course, has a lot to do
with this, it being chiefly fish and
vegetables, They are always very
courteous, especially to a foreigner,
and in tli®¢ day when we went shop-
ping many of the storekeepers offered
us a cup of tea. - They are very fond
of their children, and try to educate
them to the highest standards as far
as it is possible. Their ruling passion
is to obtain knowledge, particularly
that relating to English and American
ideas and mnethods. Their dress has
at one time been very picturesque, but
is gradually .becoming Americanized.”

Smoke in a Dainty Way.

“They have the smoking habit,”
said the alderman, but do it in a very
dainty way. The pipe they use is a
bamboo stick about as thick as a
pencil, The mouthpiece and tobacco
bowl are of metal generally of silver
but in some cases gold. The tobacco
is a very fine cut weed, and looks
very much like hair. They fill their
pipe, and aiter taking two long draws
the pipe is smoked. Then they re-
peat the process.”

The General Conditions.

In speaking of the conditionz of the
country at large, the alderman said:
“Of course they are heavily taxed,
but the country is so productive that
the ‘nation is in good circumstances.

The Edmonton tourists spent some
time on the Pacific coast in Vancou-
ver and other cities. The coast is
all right in Mr. Smith’s opinion, but
Edmonton is better, and many people
down there are beginning to think the
same.

A BUFFALO ROUND-UP IN THE
DAYS OF LONG AGO.

Apropos of the Pablo buffalo herd
becoming unmanageable, defying the
efforts of fifty cowboys to drive them
to the corrals, comes this story from
an old-timer of - Edmonton, Albert
Tate, He tells the story himself.

“It was in the winter of 186768,
when Edmonton meant the group of
old log buildings which stand nea:
the excavations for the foundation oi
the new parliament buildings on Capi-
tal Hill—mot a single house then,
where the flourishing city now stands
—no school, no ehurch, no ferry, and
only one well defined trail running. to-
wards St. Albert. The white men and
half-breeds who were not in the em-
ploy of the Hudson’s Bay Company
were located at ‘“Big Lake,” as being
less subject to the frequent visits of
the wild Indians of the plains,

Those were the days of the wild and
woolly west, and no mistake about it.
The country was in the possession of
the Indians and buffalo. Although an
ideal country for sport, rarely indeed
was a good rifle to be seen, even
among the white men, and as for the
Indians, the happy possessor of a blue
barrelled flint lock gun was a person
to be envied and loeked up to by his
fellow braves. : :

In these days of repeating magazine
rifles, automatic and quick firing, we
can appreciate the valor oi the hunt-
ers with their antiquated and price-
less weapons, facing the ferocious
grizzly, the mighty buffalo and other
derce animals of the times.

Well do I remember many an em-
bryo hunter, mounted on his gaily
caparisoned “buffalo rumner,” with
pbeaded saddle, highly flowered and
embroidered coronie tastefully orna
mented and figured, shot and powder
pouches, fancy moccasins and buck-
skins, with the indispensable cienture
flechi, as he galloped up to the front
of the little chapel at St. Albert to
divine services on a Sunday morning.

And see his youthful face Hrighten
up with a true celestial smile, as some
less fortunate comrade asked and ob-
tained permission to handle and in
spect his new jewel—a single-barrelled
muzzle-loading percussion gun.

It was his joy, pride and apple of
his eye—aye, his very life at times—
so we will make no comparison be-
tween this young Nimrod and  his
lavely sizfer, who had not yet learned

|

You can!
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The Development of
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Nagle’s Fur Trading Enterprise

Bringing with him from the north
furs totalling in value over one hun-
dred thousand dollars, Ed. Nagle, the
veteran fur dealer, of the firm of His-
lop, has arrived in the city from the
Arctic circle, and will remain here for
some weeks. The furs of which there
are 121 bales, will likely arrive in the
city to-morrow,

Mr. Nagle, in speaking to the Bulle-
tin representative, stated that he had
a glorious trip north last winter.

“The vegetation,” he said, “of the
north has far exceeded the growth
around here.”” Why, at Fort Nor-
mand.” he continued, “within fifteen

miles of the Arctic circle, they had
700 bushels of the finest potatoes you
ever saw. It’s marvellous to see
such a growth up there far exceeding
what it is 1.000 miles to the south.”

Speaking of his Aurs Mr. Nagle said:
‘There is a general falling off of about
one-third the amount. T have some
beautiful marten, red, black and sil-
ver fox, and in iact all my skins are
in_prime condition.”

His estimate of the value is between
$110,000 and $125,000, but of course
the exact value of the skins cannot
be ascertained until the sale next
week,

History of the Firm.

The trading firm of Hislop & Nagle
is_ one of the most widely known of
the Northwest, Established in 1890.
it has grown steadily, opening up new
districts further north each year. It
has now posts all along the line from
Edmonton to Fort McPherson, a point
about 250 miles inside the Arctic cir-
cle.- and about 2,000 miles from Ed-
monton.

Among the posts are those at Atha
basca Landing. Forts Smith and Re-
solution on the Slave river, Fort Rac
on the Great Slave Lake, Fort Pro
vidence at the head of the Mackenzic
river, Fort Wrigley, Norman, Good
Hope, Red River and McPherson anc
Forts Land and Nelson in British Col
umbia.

At each post there is a white mar
in charge with a number of chore
men to help him, and at the head-
quarters of the business, Fort Resolu
tion, there are two clerks, two engin
eers, and a competent corps of chore
men, The firm regularly employs
irom sixty to one hundred men.

At Fort Resolution, there are ma
chine shops fitted with all the latest
machinery, and also a sawmill and :
blacksmith shop. The firm has dog
teams, boats and every other neces
sary appliance.

Nagle a Native of Quebec.

Ed. Nagle is a native of the Prov
ince of Quebec. His father Josept
Nagle was superintendent of Public
Works for five years, during the Bald
win and Lafontaine government, anc
built "the first lumber slides on th.
Ottawa river. After these works werc
completed, he was given the Crow:
tmber agency for the province of Que
bec; a position which he filled accep
tably for twenty-eight years.

Ed. Nagle, as hig friends call him
was educated at §t. Lawrence Collegc
near, Montreal. He pegan life as_
farmer at Rock Forest in Quebeec, bu
not liking the work, took up milling
This was more to his taste, and fo
three years he worked in the mill
around Rock Forrest. Then he cam.
west. He reached Winnipeg and stay
2d there all winter, and in the spring
went to Lake Dauphin, 200 miles west
ofi Winnipeg with oxen to hunt. He

was about nineteen years of age at
this time. He stayed at the lake for
two years, and then made the trip to
Calgary alone on horses, along the
C. P. R. railroad surveys. He stay-
ed a short time in Calgary, -but not
finding what he wanted there, came to
Edmonton. This was in 1883.

His First Trip North. %5

For three years he worked as‘a mill-
wright for D. R. Fraser & Co., and
then in 1887 went north for the first
time with his present partner, James
Hislop, on a fur trading expedition.
They purchased large quantities of
furs and made the return trip the
next year. In 1890 they made another
and very successful trip, and this
time established a post at Fort Chip-
ewyan on Lake Athabasca.

As they were coming on their re-
turn trip they met Richard Secord at
Fort Smith, and to him  they sold
their business, but they conducted it
for him for a year.

In 1891, Mr. Nagle returned with
his dog train to Edmonton to pur-
chase supplies for another trip. Mr.
Hislop and he started out again, and
since have been actively engaged in
the business, with a steadily inecreas-
ing ra-ge of tenitory and volume of
trade.

Many Thrilling Adventures.

In conduecting this always interest-
ing, and often hazardous, business,
Mr. Nagle has had many thrilling ex-
periences, He is a erack shot, and
has killed many buffaldes in his time.
For some ycars he has served as a
justice of the peace, and is postmaster
at Fort Resolution. His firm now
does a business oi from $125,000 to
$150,000 a vear. As one of the old
residents of the west, he is a promi-
nent member o: the Old Timers club
»f Edmonton, :

In the Riel Rebellion.

During the Fenian raid he volun-
:eered for active service, and again
when Riel’s rebellion broke out, he
again entered the“service in the capa-
sity of chief scout- As he knew the
country well, he was able to render
valuable assistance. He knew a
Zreat deal about the Indians, and
nany of his own ideas were used to
keep them in subjection during that
dme. Two years ago on the solicita-
sion of Lord Dundonald, he had the
pleasure of a personal interview with
hat gentleman.

An Old Employee.

Working for the firm for twelve
sears, during which time he never
ourneyed to outer civilization, Geo.
3later has come to be regarded as one
f their most trusted and valued em-
oloyees. Mr. Slater was only a -boy
vhen he started, and has learned the
»usiness from start to finish. He
speaks the ‘danguage of the Eskimo
ind Indian 4@€h the same flugney that
1e does English. At Fort Good Hope,
vhere he has been in charge for eight
sears, Mr. Nagle says he has a model
yost. He is a most faithful worker,
1s one example narrated by Mr. Nagle
yimself will show clearly. He was
roing along a trail with a basket of
rrockery on his back hung by a-head
trap. The strap slipped to his throat
ind started to choke him.. Mr, Nagle,
iappenng to come at this moment,
aid: “Why, George, you are chok-
ng.”” When he had relieved Slater,
he angwer came: “Well, I made up
ny mind to choke before 1I'd break
hat crockery.” Mr. Slater has come
rom the north this trip, and purposes
naking a tour of eastern: Canada and
the States.

t
was scarce.

It was well that this was done, for
no sooner had we reached the “buffalo
line,”” than the migration to the sguth
hegan. In a few weeks hardly a buf-
falo would be seen north oi the Bat-
tle river, The white men and half-
breeds:conceded to the request of the
Indians, who had iriferior horses and
zuns, to build a “pound”’—or Pee-tee
quanan—and drive the buffalo in, and
each share up alike.

A pound was accordingly built in a
natural hollow or vatley, with the
walls of young poplar and willow
orush, teepee poles and buffalo rugs,
in a circle on the highet edge, so that
the buffalo, when driven in, were at
1 disadvantage, should they attempt
to leap, being on a lower level.

The entrance to the pound was ar-

ranged according to the nature of the’

surrounding codntry, always taking
into consideration the migratory
movements of the buffalo, which was
south in this particular oceasion. The
ntrance was ‘therefore placed in the
wall facing the north. A rough line of
fence was run for about half a mile or
more from each side of the gateway,
gradually widening out to the east and
west respectively.

These lines were continued by liv-
to pin a watch to her left shoulder.

Among the Indians, the bow and ar-
rows were still in use. As a matter
of fact, I myseli was on this occasion
armed with bow and quiver, my dear
and respected governor having seen
fit to loan my shooting iron to some
sther hunter whose prowess in the
chase was established and less open
to remark.

I have seen time and again an In-
dian on his bare-backed cayuse, race
ap to a herd of buffalo, manoeuvre a
moment for position, then string his
arrow, and all in a flash of time, ping,
pang, whizz, the arrow disappeared
into the side and ribs of a fat buffalo,
and protrude six inches or more on
the other side.

When I get started on these old
times—‘Kah-vas -long ago,””—I am

apt to deviate, and so will ask you to

excuse me, and will commence over
wgain by saying it was in the winter
of 1867-68 that the buffalo had been
reported as decidedly uneasy in their
movements, with a strong tendency for
more southern pastures. So it was de-
»ided to organize a large hunting
party to lay up a store of meat and
provision before the buffalo moved
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into the prairies beyond the Battle
and Red Deer rivers, where firewood
ing posts, boys on ponies, with the
writer in charge oi this squad, and
the lines still extending, were made
up of young men on good ponies until
«c the last the “wings” were made up
o. wull armed hunters on fast horses,
ready to give chase and kill should
the buffalo break through the lines.
Others there were whose special dity
it was to “watch, wait and signal,”
thus enabling the “living lines” to
remain discreetly “out of sight and
wind”’ to the last and crucial moment.

The driving of a wild herd of any
kind of animals .into a pound is al-
ways an undertaking fraught with
many difficulties, and not the least of
which is that the herd may be twenty,
thirty or even fifty miles away. To
do this successfully was the dream
of every young hunter—as the nation
at large owed him their thanks and
gratitude, and he was supposed to have
covered himself with glory enough to
last an ordinary lifetime.

One or two having been chosen, the
fortunate and envied hunters rode out
amid the good wishes of all in the
camp ‘“‘to bring the herd home.”
Theirs was no ordinary duty, and they
realized their responsibilities.

Having located the herd, they took
their hearings, along their proposed
route towards the wings of the
pound. Every range of hills was fully
noted; every valley, stream or bluff,
in each and every shifting of the wind
and its effect on the herd, which dur-
ing this time was never “‘startled.”

Waiting for favorable wind, time
and place, often occupied days and
nights of exposure to rain and snow.
From whatever point north, south,
east or west, the herd might be “‘start-
led,” they must eventually be hrought
up many miles noith of the pound,
and then, only then, allow them scope
to follow their instinetive southern
movement, merely guiding them by
cautious exposures, first to the west
ot to the east as the case might be.
towards those invisible, but watchful
“wings” already mentioned.

Slowly, very slowly at first, the bui-
falo were “induced” to go southwards.
The slightest mistake in judgment on
the part oi the two principal actors
—“Natch-ch€ Pa-hah”’—meant failute,
starvation and disgrace. Nothing too
trivial for the notice of these human

(Continued on Page Six))
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