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A Few Worps A
1ay oats make the best icd 1
that are obliged to worx nuvd
regularly. If the huy is cui
oatg bruised or ground, inc

% and moistened, the hovse will
cams rations quicker, digest hem
sooner, and thus have more fime 1‘«:1-}
resting and renowing hi~ power for
labor. Farmers’ horses that work
little during winter may be kept
cheaper by catting and mixing brigbt
straw and bay in equal guantities,
and adding a ration of steamed
potatoes of raw carrots. CUolts should |
be fed liberally on good hay—=brighi
clover is best—and biuired oats; give
them a roomy box stall in stormy
weather and during nights. Litter
freely, and do not Jet the manme

-accumulate under thom. Sawdust or
spent tan makes good and convenient
bedding; in cities and villages they
are often cheaper than straw. Groom
horses well, and let them have exercise
every day,a run in the yard is excel-
lent. See that stable floors over base-
ment's are good and strong. Arrange
the feeding racks so that the dust and
hay seed will not fall into horses’
manes or eyes ; some horsemon build
their mangers too high, thus forcine
the animal to take an unnatural and
painful position when eating. Farm
horses that are not working should
Lave their shoes tuken off, .and those
that are driven on the road should be
kept well shod.

£t

e

nd |

ps
nd the
Winne
|
|
|

—r ———— -

Without a free use of whitewash no
poultry breeder can expect to ke.p
his fowls healthy for any length of
time, and' to a neglect of this can be
attributed many of the disappoint-
ments and much of the loss experienccd
by amateurs, who do not realiz-,
they have paid dearly for th
perience, that cleanliness is onc of the
fir-t principles of success in poultiy
keeping, and that lime, in diticren
forms_igan savaluable agent i
A’zﬁoting cleanless in giout vy Toms
“and amongst’E\sz..’f.'S er
done, without too much expuse,
would advise persons, n
their poultry houles, to wso luned
boards—-at least, planed Paw sl
—in preference to reugih oy
is far easier to keep the jinvl :
clean when smooth boards zve u cd,
while«the lice aud other vers,
not =0 readily find a fo o7
As a preveutive is cheaj.
than a cure, we wonld
who build a poultry hou-e !
good white-washivg, botl inside and
out, before the fowls
To nake the whitewash sull more
dis "ateful to the vermin which have
sudh a funcy for poultry, mix a small
quantity of carbolic acil with the
wash, stir if well till it dis~olves. and
. apply. It is met jnjarivus to the
owls, but it is to vermin, and at the
same time is a deodorizer and disin-
fectant.—N. Y. Independent.
e @ oo
A TumBLER GGARDEN.—A writer in
the Chicago Tribune thus describes it:
A charming object for the Lreakfust
table on a winter moraing isa tumbler
garden. Can you get an old ‘“cast
away” table castor? Ifso, you will
have a most superb garden ; but if not,
you can mi.ke a real beauty by placing
several tumblers on a dish (three in a
soup plate; with a broken goblet stood
in the centre, upon their inner edges,
ds very pretty.) ‘Thea gil both dish
and glassed with water. Put round
pieces of cotton batting to fit "each
tumbler, and sprinkle sand in thedish;
then lay the cotton on top of the
Zlasses so0 that it just touches the
Wate; now on one piece scutter canary
seck,; ou another hemp, on the next
flax, then water er esy, and on the sand
Iny moss, with some cattings of
moneywort, if’ you cun get it, or a few
peas pressed in here and theve. Put
it into & dark place for a day or two,
and in a few days the tiny speirs
:gras: of various kinds will - begin
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:app«y-’\und soon the \?'{u:‘.:
1.‘\5 of Invely green, inlong,
plumes; and if «n Ciirfstmas yon take
seme pulty, or wax, Orceven wou it
and roll it into Jittle Latis

Waving
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dlender wire stems in ex
them in melted white
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| fu 'y the horse can parceive them the

sier st

As for other scarecrows
thit comc behind, they are mostly
ilinr to the animal, and tie more

znother
fion

nore quictly does he submit to their
iporoach. Then it is such a pity to
cover up one of the most brilliant
features ot this most brilliant creature,
The horse has borne such a hand in
iha  eivilization of this rough-and
tumble world, that it seoms not so
much a cruelty as a disconrtesy, as
well as disgrace to hide his form with
cthibarrassing toggery. No wonder
we estimate the force in the world as
horse power ; no wonder the Romans
and Germans, each in their own lan-
gunage, designated their aristocracy as
rviders ; no wonder their descendants
made chifalry a synonym for their
bighest virtues. Lot the horse be
given his due,and unblinded.—-English
Journal.
——————- 0 A 2o O

The Best Time and Method of Ap-
plying Lime to Land.

Lime has been said to be improperly
classed as a fertilizer, not really add-
ing any fertility to the soil. Whether
this theory be correct or not, there
can be no doubt of the increased pro-
ductiveness that has been found in
almost evary instance in which it has
been used to increase the productive-
ness of the soil. The least that can
be said in its favor is that.it renders
available inert plant-food that would,
were it not for the application of lime,
remain in the land dormant, as it had
long lain. This chemical action is
very beneficial. Not only is it necos-
sary that the clements of fertility be
in the soil ; these elements must be in
such a state as to be available for the
growth’'and maturity of plants in their
ery stage. Lime also enters, more
0+ less, into the composition of all
more especially wheat and

e

plauts,

¢lover, and for the successful caltiva-
tion ‘of these, more than for- other
fant

s it is necessary that there be

!i.credient, or applied as a fertilizer.

Lime has been sometimes said to im-
It is a powerful
stimulant, and under its influence the
suil yields up for the maiatenance of
lantegrowth gore food than it would
| wore.there no application of it.  This
| i~ what the fertility of soil is good fors
| =i the benefit expected from every
imulant. A large produce at once
! instead of a much less produce, slowly
| yiclding year after year. Lime is
| most beaeficial on strong clay and
| 7¢h low lands; it has no effeet on wot
undrained soils, but on no_othez lands
is its effect greater and more marked
than such land when drained. The
uatritive properties that were  almost
wholly inoperative in consequence of
tio pent.up poisonous water are at
once purged of these sour qualities o
injurious to plant life and by the
chemichl action of lime transformed
into: waplgsome plant.food. Lime
should be appiied fp the surface, as
its tendency is tosink in the soil, and
if borried deep it in a short time gets
beyond the rep ch of the roots of young
plants. Our mode of gpplicalion was
to spread it on the surface from the
cart with u shovel. evenly, at the
time of sowing the s¢ad and harrow
it in with the seed. We applied it
to each division of the farm avery
seven years, fresh slacked from the
limekilns, thirty lime barrels, or about
thirty bushels to the acre. Wo never
mixed it with barn-yard manure as it

| poverish the soil

i
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| lime libacatly.

le most valuable constitagnta of thg
5 composts of muck, eavth

| What to Eat with our Bread.

| —_—

A good deal was said, last summer,
about “ bread and water” as food for
‘ laboring man. I eould not help
| thinking & few people eat bread
[ that is really: good and nourishing,
land how aifiicult it is at presen

the

ad

ilo
supply ourrelves with pure water.
The Lrgad that most people eat, can

mote their growth and vigor.
wuca
lements of thie grain needed for our

‘¢ nourishinent, it can not aloue satisfy

the demands of a healthy appetite

Sophmo=pil ceither ogn wafurall

would set free the gmmgnia, one of

{rom beadiands, §¢ , wg 3l ways mi.\'cd’

LEvenywacly rapidly.
our bread contaios all the|cook« the ews.

man” and his family, nor in pirched |

supplies that taste of the coppers they
cost for anybody
and I, and ali of us. coald go, when we

I wish that yon

are hungry, to a wuble bountifully

supplied with a great variety of nu-

tritious and delicions kinds of food,
perfectly prepared and beautifully
arranged.  And you should take a
bunch of grapes and I a cracker, or I
a cup of milk, and you a sandwich, or
you a bit of beef steak and I a plate of
soup, just as we feltinciined. But for
mwost of us this is simply impossible

Mary, who wrote to me for alvice
about cheap living, is trying to econ-
omize in every reasonable way in
order that she and lher Jobn
may ere Jong thave a home of
their own. Some of the rest of us
live under the shadow uf unpaid taxes,
or interest on mortgages most difficult
to raise. ~ For a]l of us, economy is a
good thing, but those of us who are
poor, are often driven to pinch our-
selves. So we will not now say a
word about canned fruit, or a supply
of the most tempting articles of food
to be fyund in the market. Just here
we will only consider what inexpen-
sive dishes we can eat with our bread
to make a good meal, besides meat or
batter, or milk' or tea, or coffec.
Amoung vegetables, first comes the
potato. But if simply boiled or baked,
it becomes itself only a part of ‘the
back-grouad (so to speak) of the me:l,
and it also nceds something—meat,
butter, or milk—to go “with it.”
When warmed over, and seasoned
with butter or cream, and salt, it will
do for a kind-of kauce; ulso, whén
mashed; and well . soasoned, or when
made into potato pudding. Indeed,
the potateo seems aimost indispnesable

as a part of a warm for all of

1
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hefore it is vowsily safe to set plants

iy the ‘open wround;
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n opens in any
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it these *“ Notes

|the emmriter e sensa
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‘A.l.x Leoy I.

vr Feliru " of last year, the matter
was teeated in Sl deétail Our space
now willallow ofonly a brief summary.

Cold frame-

same iu ol

il

Jee

ot beds are the
thut the
wtter is ‘wiwrmen by a layer of fer-
menting manure. Cold frames are
used for keeping cubbages, lettuce,
and other nearly bavdy plauts; through
tre winter, and to forward plants
Besides these, the {rame may be used
for sowing seeds, 2nd, though the re-
sults will ro: be so early asin a hot
By
expesure to the sun during the day,
and covering the sashes before the
beat declines in theafiernoon, the in-
terior can be kept quite warm. For
a hot bed, sashes, frame, and manure
are needed. The usual size of sash,
3x0 feet, with five rows of 6x8 glass,
set in rabbited bars, which run length-
wise—there being no cross bars, but
the glass is inpped about one-fourth
inch, without putty at the lap. These
sashes are sold at the factories, glazed
or unglazed. The fiame is built in &
pit, 2} feet deeyp, 6 feet wide, and of &
length to hold the number of sashes,
The pit is lined with rough boards,
nailed to posts, and which extend
above the suriace of the ground a foot
at the rear, and -t to 6 inches at front.
Slats should be provided from front to
rear, where each pair of sashes meet,
to gaide the sa=Les, an:t to hold them
wien pusted part way down.

iore ~, 8Sav

bed, some weeks may be gained.

The manare may be all stable
manure, or mxol with one-half, more
e G teaves Tt should bein a

heaving siato, and

put, into the pit

verela h

damner
the other Ag rather
better when a ~tmpl®ittie potato Foes
with them. Someiimes this every-day
vegetable must be omitted.  Mashed |
turnips or squash, cabbage chu]';ped.
and cooked v.ith milk, ouions boiled |
En——liohvl'E»I‘Lﬁac:ﬁtgul:) “with a milk
or creamn gravy made with them after
tho waler is pourcd ofi, or onions
sliced and coolked Tor half an hour or
moroe in a eovered fiying pan, with a
tablespoonful of butter und
salt, sulsify cooked with ercam gravy,
and parsnips cooked toe same, or i
other waye—all of the-e, ard otler
vegetables, v to make up a whole-
somo variety, using only ouc or two
at the sume family-meal. Bat every
one of them must be thoroughly
cooked, und then not one will sit hard
on the stomach, or tend to an pudue
production of gas, Sweet corn, both
fresh and dried, belps well to fill the
bill of fire. We must not forget
beans, which abound so in nourixh-
ment.  But they must be very
thoroughly eooked. IFor soup they
should be boiled about five hours.
Seasgoned then with eream, or butter,
and with salt, they ought to be relish-
ed by overybody. However I may
have seasoned this soup, my children
glygys wish to add milk apon their
plates. Baked bsans must eilher be
boiled until very soft before baking,
or must be baked a long time—fron
three to six hours, if not previously
very iendgr—with gaod deal of
liquid in the jar, or pan. ‘Fhosg wno
use pork at gll, usually put a piece of
fat sait pork in tha dish of ,bpqns,prp.
pared for baking.

G

or butter. Split-peasoup, or ecommon
unsplit dried peas, boiled five or six
hours without meat, is very nutritious,
and wuch il by many. T season
it with sa'*, 20d ereawm oy milk if ]
+h
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! bave it—tho more the botteyr—o
{ wise with buatter.

variety in the Topics as well as in car

present.

A good dish for an invalid, warrant-
ed not to injars the well : Cramb
|

Lerackers into a bow! - more or less,

The boiling water
*| diseretion, with salt,
lor butter —Cor. 4

pepper, eream
Agriculturist,

KI1re

v . - P, | - - 5 o
i ST We must have something with it, tg| IIElT ANL MARKET
ok & SOC- It tvo o1 2 : | GARD®N,
We never could rce viiint vice or o variety, and to give that con-| o 7_" 2
deformity lay iu a bor-o's eye that| el condition to the stomueh ol v disicniiice in kecnine storc
should make it necessuiv o cover up Sot- | b

shat out its owner !

® thirds of his ric .
vision. | The pocts say ti
looks backward, bot wo 0w
of suclr an idiosyneracy ciiu
horses. -The:theory tin
loss apt 10 be frightened when shu

i hopse i

out from everything behi 1 him, we |, consider a good deal in workin

T suspeatto be a fullacy, cl-e saddie
horses aud \l
blindea, . W very horse ise fa
with bis own carnsgoansdih bis ow

- - " *

horse-

wilia

wsl

| nevessary for perfact nutrition.

people will supply themselves witl

‘=4 tliese at they are able—let us think of |

‘1 some simple inexpensive dishes whicl
on

'l 1ay make our good bread go d
#{ more casily; and set worecomfortabl

Ui than it would alone. I havg lad thi

Y Jrinks were used, and where
1| was seldom at band,

ing aside meat and butter—{or mosg

8| proper winiering.
o myself and the children, in theinl
Nl "“U“P«_-.—.x.lmr‘s abseflce, where no warm|

i '
meat oa
el weng,

thas prevailed have bgen aliyded to
11 This we:
affect plants in cold frames, yhiel

) |
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COWn | gaw days this season, and it has been
Yiglmo:t impo

olg maintajp th
5G neesssary to thei
Bej; ond thoroug
exposure and shuding wh= :

oable. durin

I
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Yidarmanl siuts
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? nothing’ to edunteruct ¢

little |

But some of us!
very much prefer aseasoning of eream

Al'e

according 1o the size of the erackers,
Pour boiling wauter, suthcient 1 soak for cpen  thé
i not alone fariawk such nutriment as!{hem over the erumbs. Break a fresh b

the body (and mind) requirg 10 pro-| gger, and add quickly. stirring the |

Sua son deeording 10 | vy vos. catiidon

roots where. urasually mild weather | poL.
ather must also uuth\'c;'ul;i)'i».!,,r\;,_,”[:,,.‘»;_

have thus far required the ashes but

(g Runny days, the gardener

vi'h ¢ourse wnd tineequally distribut-
i, beating the svers down with the
! r:.nn?;)lhe manare
i =»n «ix inches of

cover last ‘fall,)
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‘That Wife of Minc.
CHAPTER VII.

_ (Continued.)
We told - the story of the salted

!
|

bot biscuit was bad for the digestion,

hifa, he was very .glad of the more
wholesome cold hread.
. I bad never seen my good friend
and brother Glonrad in better spirits.
He was really, as Lissa said after-
wards, jolly. Everything pleased him,
and he praised and ate the preserves
extravagantly. ;

Splendid time! Lectured to a large
house—vote of thanks, and fifty
dollars. Meant to bring Lissa some
fruit or flowers; but (bere he played a
little ndrvongly with his fork) he staid
so late.in his  geological researches,
‘that—that it Wasn’t really possible.
Fine country up there, splendid rocks;
reminded him of Germany more than
any place he had been in. Liked the
people—ahem ! that is, he Ladn’t seen
much of the people; ‘and then he en-
quired in a roundabout way if Lissa
had met any of his friends.

¢ Of course you mean Miss Walters,’
laughed Lissa, while Jo put down her
cup bastily.
Miss Walters was the daughter of
the Dean of the University; splendid
girl, not beautiful, but with a face
sufficiently striking to aftract the
attention at once. Here was a lovely
and most lovable character, and in
the German class she invariably
carried off the honors. We thought,
Lissa and I, that Conrad was in love
with her. He watched her lips when
she spoke; there was a certain indefi-
nable tendernoss in the way he pro-
nounced her name, and- the little
germ-hints in lris reveries; sufficiently
strong to give Lissa the clue to his
thoughts. And Miss Walters did not
seem averse 10 his allentions, He

supper with great glee. The professor
laughed merrily, and declared that

and ’ that, for hi- part, though he
always ate it when it was set before

ing—‘spoil me, if you praise
much’

¢ But how do you know
| praising you? Ionly spoke
!lights and shadosws.’

‘Then you didn't think
pretty ' she said naively. It
much like a woma..’

¢ No, I thought it was beautiful,’
wae my response, with a kiss that
nearly put out the candle—for we
used that primitive light when -we
went through the passages, as the
shell of the house was new, and as
yet had no gas-fistures put in.

‘Conrad protested against the trouble,
but ate his cold meat with an appetite.
Suddenly a strange sound saluted our
cars. It wasan infautile scream and
a lusty one.

‘The taby is erying! exclaimed
Lissa, with an expression I feel it
impossible to describe.

¢ The baby ! what baby * and Conrad
laid down bis knife and fork, and it
seemed as if all the colour went out of
his face.

Euter Tiddy, her turban awry, her
face flushed.in that peculiar hue which
denotes trouble in the sable soul, her
neckerchief torn and otherwise dis-
turbed, her forchead and mouth
puckered and quiverine.

¢ Ef dis yer chile hasn’t got a small
debble inside o' her, den I ain’t a
baptized Christian,’ said poor Tiddy,
and then stopped breathless. The
change to a brilliant light worked
wonders ; the small woman stopped,
and began looking round outof eyes
rimmed with largesalt water brilliants,
till it seamed as if her glance fastened
itself on the professor. As for him,
his eyes grew large and his forehead
paled and paled.

‘Well,’ he panted, ‘I—I'm sur-
prised. I—I'm astonished. I—I may
say—I1'm haunted,’ he added in g
curiously changed voice, and his hands
trembled as he wiped the perspiration
from his tempies. )

¢ Hy. fessor " exclaimed Tiddy, her
wrinkled brows clearing up a little as

I was
of the

it was
was so0

walked home with her sometimes from

he Sools=The heat of the
violent, and
s~own until it

fied will at
lthe
}

tirat C 160
'

jdecline<;  w the  thermometer
[show o wiont 5074 it will bo safo to
| sow i wiich shounld be in rows
| foue i i an:d :‘un:'.'ing from
| fi o We preter sowing seeds
:i + b wiieh are wooden
. trays & iy anehes deep, with
bottom -+l nides securely nailed.

They are m-d
simiilar pooekon o
make two

from. <nup boxes and
one of which will
Wiere these are

" oinaee

used, only 1w o

hiree inches of soil
the mouyre, and the
are sown,

aro placed on

bexes, in which the seods
are set upon tiis,

Care of the bed must be thorough,
u~ the neglect of a fow hougrs will ruin
i, The temperature should be kept
ns nea 10 = as possible; this is main-
tained by lilling or pushing down the
sash when®too warm, covering on cool
nights ; shading oo hot days. Besides
this care, which wiil be needed each
morning and evening, and oftener in
sudden changes;, the plants must be
watered, the'scii stirred between the
rows, and be thinued, if too fhick.

Window boxes answey nearly all
paPpsses of 8 hat byd fop § family
Y, in which the pymbey of planfs
rcq_uircd is sppall. Jhe boxes, ar tats,
already roferced 1o, or other oone
venient box, will auswer. A kitchen
window is preferable to any other, as
the air is nsuully more moist. Sow
\seeds in such window boxes, and when
[the piants are up, turn the boxes
cve!y{ Yy, b bitnls A”f,“. gppusife side
to the lighy, w=nd’ k_cc-p”'lbcm !'1‘0!1"1

Il—i"'““'i“g to ot:e side.  When the seed-

i

I have said notling shoyt femitilings get two or threp *rough”
sauce, but there is a demand for

leavos, thuse buyuind the spkd lgaves,
rithey should be * pricked out™ or

meals, so I will change the subject at 1 planted in ther similar boxes, setting

| them an iu
I
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i e open rron:
| tn the llkl_l.'

ch or more apart, atcord-
b= ‘oing plants may
ime to put them
Set the box out

> «f every mild day,
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boxes, are cabe
oy antd others of that
le peppers,
last two will daa

s may be started
i lunts coough

. Lux or joursinch
cruare lurge, go4
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.o espeerally whila
increase their

llectexps; aud the. Dean wiras very

particular and precise, and seldom
allowed any one the pleasure of his
daughter’s socioty, for she was his
oniy child and like the very apple of
his eye. ;

‘I mean—any of my friends,’
said the professor cheerfully, ¢ Miss
Walters among them of course,’” and
he blushed a little, and very graciously
offered Miss Jo the bread-plate, which
she declined, as there was no bread
on it. Thero was no use in his beg-
ging pardon; everybody laughed.
though there was a little vexed louok
between my sister's eyebrows, apd I
knew from that moment that she was
no friend ta Miss Walters.

¢ Cbm'ad, do you know, dear, that
this is your foyrth cup?' asked [jjssa,
archly, '

¢ Ah, yos, but I am so thirsty! I
had a hard walk of it to-day—yes, a
very hard walk; and I went without
my dinner too, but that you know
is nothing.’

¢ Without your dinner!" cried Lissa,
* and not a bit of hearty food on the
table. ]l)eml' me! Tiddy myst got some
cold meat immediately. Call Tiddy,
somebody.’

¢ My dear, you forgot that Tiddy is
engaged,' ¥ said in Wy saftest and
slowest topge. A look of annoyance
crossed Lissa'sexprossivenountenanco,
but she was equal to the emergency.
*Ob, yes! I did forget, she
sponded with a significant gesture,
which meant, ¢ Don’t tell Conrad just
yet” ‘ButI know where the meat
is, Come, Charlie. tha icg-ahosy is
for e toe wmuch;: and off I went like
a big bao et Lor huck.

t

‘I don’t know what to speak to
Conrad~-how to explaiy it, I' mear,’
she gaid giavely, as I lifted the heavy
lid, and she defily carved a few thin
slices of cold matton.

men are so much alike !’

¢ Yes, we are something on
know about the baby?’
syppose, that ho will laugh at me.!
now ?’ said I'triumphantly.

yoy see? Jf it was anybody bu
Conrad, I wouldn't care.’
the platg of meut in one hand, g
had taken ip lhg c:;xu:;p, Boisjng

mado of herself one of the fines

that T hid weel sy, Wure sien-"
than 20y in tue galie=-
v W= -wos of Europe.

&

| 502’ she asked as I stood transfixed.

shadow of your fuce just

\ reply.
* Nonsense !

You "will do wh

Ver|

‘I wish that
thoughtless fellow had got his dinner.
Tiddy saved this for breakfast. You
the
same pattern, [ suppose,’ I rejoined;
¢but why don’t you want tolet Conrad

 Well, simply foy the reason, ]

¢ Abal who is afraid of the world|

She beld|

nd
"

Rembraut paintigs iv tlesh apd biogd | sy o

L eoiLe |

¢TI was only wishing I were an

she_beqan. tasmsmg “tde baby. ¢I's
glad tor see yer home, an so's this
blessed baby, I reckou.’.

* Wha—what? Wher—where did
you get it?" gasped the professor,
rising and steadying himself; then,
catching bimgelf up with a haggard
smile, * It—it's 4 queer sight in this
house.’

¢ Some man’s been done gone sot
dat ar chile on the steps, and den he
flew,” said the old woman with
characteristic gestures, pawing the
air with her unoccupied arm, and
looking like an animated wind-mill,

* How do you knoy it was a man?’
1 askad, eyeing my friond Conrad
with some surprise:  Did you see
him?" Conrad tarned away abruptly.

‘Man must a’ put it day, shoye,
‘cayse man dop't kar what becomes
o' this sopt, gin'ly. Didn't see God
lookin’ right down on him, reckon.’

They were all intent upon the baby,
and it was well. I saw, without seem-
ing to, that Conrad staggered ag he
moved, and his fuce was certainly ai
study.

¢ Copyad, are yousick ' asked Lissa,
sudderly turning round.

¢ Not at all, Lut very tived,) ho rc-
plied quietly. I believe 1|l ga ta wy
room.” She wgat wp to him with a
geod night kiss, and threw ber arms
about his neck.

¢ Would you keep it, Conrad, the

‘Iknow you will suy yes.’

¢ Uf coirse,’ he responded feebly.

‘ You dear old goose!” and there
was a rapturous hug. i

5 Con.m.\_'_!‘ 3&y8 §cs, without an if or
.an and,” said Lissa, turning to me as
ha 1270 the room ; only she eaid it in
the most curiously brekesn language
whigl } yannot render here, her way
of saying it making its chiefest charm.

CHAPIER VIII.
It must have been cleven o'cleck
when Lissa graciously accorded me

ber company that night. For full
two hours she had been trotting be-

| and at last gssyring me that the bab
| was asleep for the night. I hoped
| but doubted it.

A light kyouk a4 the door confirmed
|y feays. Lissa bad retired; but I

0,

¢ But'Conrad is nat the world, don'y fully expegled a message from the

t | infantilg side of the house,

¢ Anie dews ¢

such an angle, yogonspiously, that she ! expression WCANRY.,

‘l
~ar. Is Lissa asleep ?”
* I dou’t think she is," [ replied.

|

| you.' .

* Certaiuly I can come, thow
at | rather late,” I said. ’

me (';0l

poor little forsaken thing ?’ shq asked. |

A baggard face met my gaze: Tt
was Uoprad, in, his dyessing-gown, hig
it at | bajr brasbed fyow his foyehead, bis

gh‘ its|

long.’

~tairs with Courad, and would be back
~oon ; then I followed bim on tiptoe,
warned by Lissa, as I left, not to wale
the baby. Iam afraid I said, ¢Con-
found the baby! with unnccessary
vehemence, even under my breath,
As I passed Jo's room, I kunow 1
knocked over a pyramid consisting of
waiters, cans, and goblets, sufficient
o rouse a whole orphan-asylum; and
that further, the professor’s dressing-
arow, calching in some ofher surrepti-
tious arricle, dragg.d it clattering for
what seemed a mile of drugget, bring-
ing us both up standing, and looking
ateach other with rising’ hair, and
that expression of mingled terror and
malignity which fortunately can be
substituted for something worse.
¢ For out of the mouth of man cometh’
—you know the qaotation—especially
when be is grieved at heart.

We gained Conrad’s room at last, a
pieasant student’s apariment, bright
and choice booiss, chiefly his German
collection, where his flute-stand and
music-rack, guitar and foils, had each
their appropriate place ; Lissa’s taste
.having contrived a recess for the bed,
which was curtained oft from the rest
of the voom. Conrad geavely shut
the door, locked it earefully, placed
two chairs opposite cach cther, and
gravely beckoned me to seat myself.

With afeeling thatsome dread incan-
tation was about to be inaugurated, I
sat down facing him,

‘ You will be astonished to learn,
he said—the tassel of bLis study-cap
throwing a portentous shadow over
his nose—* that—1 left.that baby upon
your doorstep.’

I don’t think a eanpon-ball passing
within an inch of my left temple
would have more completely stunned
me out of my self-possessian, I could
only draw back in my chair and look
at him. I supposeI szid with some
emphasis—

‘You!

Though I was not really conscious
of having spoken, for he answered,

“Yes; and I count it an almost
miraculous evincidence ; for, I ascure
you, I didn’t mean it.’

¢ But my dear fellow,’ said I, ¢ where
in tho name of wonder did you got
(0

He began to tell his story, and 1
began to laugh. Noteveu the thought
of that sleeping cherub downstairs
restrained me. I saw bim blundering
about without his glasses. I followed
the fortunes of that unbappy Laby
with smothered threes, until he came
to the placo where his courage failed
him, and he wandered about the streets
with which ordinarily he wus familiar,
like a blind man. Then, as Esaw him
deliberqlol__{ plige ti:@ unconscions
Arvab on Lis own doorstep, the eostacy
culminated ; I silontly went down on
my knees, and thon I volled and laugh-
ed, and iaughed and rolled. til} 1
brought down the musjc-stand and all
its accompagirgats, upon wmy béad,
whi's the professor aiuwd protesting
and langhing alternately, declaring
that 1 would walke up the houschold.
and adding, with tears in her gyos,
that he didn't see as it \wazany matter
to be merry Gvet.

A knock at the door which brought
mo to my senses. I opened it, and
there stood Lissa, curiously involved
in her double shawl, and pale as any
;hOSl..

¢ My dear!" I eried,in consternation.

¢T heard such dreadful ncises; and
then I dreamed that you and Conrad
were fghsimg ono of those misorable
Germun duels.  Of course 1 was very
foolish, as I always am, and dread-
fally frightened,’

‘ You sitty child!  The idea of my
fighting with Conrad ! We had 3 little
business together: that was all; I
said, serowing wy moath ; and then 1
turned ta him.

«Not a word, yeta while,” I muttor-
ed in an undertone : ¢ keep your secret
and I will keep mine. Goodnight;’
and we parted. Ileft Lissa at Jo's
door, going just (o lookat vaby ; and 1

: T
didn’t see hgg

light of eyes watching for me,
next moyning.
I did not see mueh of tha *

saby tha
, T 1 - =
?a}' I’lfa :v:uked aerself into a feve
n goweh -

o anurse; and I found my

- self' confrountec :
lady of French extraction, oxtrave

w ask you up ‘into| gantly attired, when I returned from

the office.

« We want u nice looking nurse, you
¢Can you come up for a few know,’ said Lissa: * and so few will
wat are you looking at me for|{moments? I have sémclhing to tell | o oa) the real bonne cap !’
i «What do you give her for her nice
: 1lis mupner was,so earnest ‘\-‘“d‘looks, my love? 1 asked, pleased to
artist, and conld take the light andjsolemn, that I felt = thrill of dread| .o her pleased.
now,’ I made| tingle through my 1herves.

¢ Only twenty dollars a month.’

+Do youknow that is nearly twide,

“onvad failed to do,’ she mid. bluski-' <1 know it, but T won't koep’ you'miush as o give our cook Tiddy?

So I told Lissa I was going up |

gaio that piski, for no
tween my room and Jo's, bringing zeoner did my h2ud touch the pillaw | their childven when they die. No
me accurate reports 6f by sitwation, | then Y was asleep ; and thoaghn I wake | (%
¥ | tolerably late—jasi in time gonerally
to sea my wife putting on the finish- |,
ing touches at the mirror—1I failed to
hear the first rustle, or catch the
thol =

wi

1 by a moon-faced young

¢My child! 1 exclaimed, aghast.|o

¢ Why, I could hardly get her to
come, because we kept not a carriage,’
was Lissa’s reply.

¢ So she expected to be taken for an
airing every day or two, did she?
What that baby will cost us !’

Lissa drew back a little petulantly.

¢If it cannot afforded be, then I will
send her away,’ she said.

‘It shall be afforded, mine vrow, if
it pleases you,” Isaid.’ It is to be’
presumed that ihis young lady will
maturo as fust as others of her species :
that is, that all traces of childhood
will bave vanished by the time she
attains her fifth year, and she will
begin to attitpdinize for the benefit of
the young gentlemen hereabouts.’

‘You do make everything into fun,’
she said, her face still clouded.

¢ Not yeu, my darling ; I never make
fun of you, whatever you do.’

‘And—and you won’tscold, if I tell
you there is something else ?*

¢ Of course not. Whatis it—a new
bib and tncker ¥

¢ A—a baby-carriage.’

‘Ob!"and visions of new and ex-
pensive nursery furniture floated in
blue and gold throngh myimagination.

¢ Yes; I went up to Locke’s, because
that you told me never to go but to
the very best places; and it is such n
beaunty !’

‘L dare say,’ Trosponded gravely.

¢ With the dearest little white satin
curtains, that draw at the back, and
don’t not let the sun in at the least.”

‘Do not, my dear, I corrected.

‘ Yes, do not let no sun in at all.’

¢ Dou’t let any sun in.’

¢ Yes, don’t let not any sun in: that
is what I meant to_say,’ she went on
excitedly, her eyes sparkling, and her
cheeks brightening, sa that I entirely
forgot my sarprise in contemplating
her beauty.

‘And what did the carriage cost?’

¢ Why, T thiok,” and she scrutinized
the carpet—* I thinlk he said he would
take under ten dollars for cash.’

¢ Ah! you mean take off.

‘ Yes, yes; take off, and let me have
it for scventy-jive dollars.

It was ruther steep, conaidering I
walunwilliagly salled upon to do the
duty oi’a step-father; bat I kept my
temper, apd mused in silence for the
space of a minute and a half.

¢ And then'—she broke the silones—
a dead pause again—* I got the bath-
ing tub.

¢ My dear,’ said Iexplosively, ¢ there
are bathing-tubs in the house, ex-
tromely fine ones, that cost me & mint
of money.’

¢ But not bathing-tubs for a baby,*
she said guickly.

Oh, that wife of mine !

‘No; that is very trume,’ I said
quietly. ‘I didn’t allow for the baby
when I put them in.’

¢ Besides, if wo are going to have &
nursery, we must have things a little
suitable to it. Aud so I bought =
chaiv, und some jingles, and rubber for
it5 teeth to gnawon like a little mouse ;
but they will all be here in a short,
small time, then you shall see them."

I put on a pair of mental spectacles
of ihe largest magnifying power, and
took my wife by the hand.

*You are tho most charming woman
in the world,’ I said ; ¢ but at the same
time, atlow me the liberty of adding,
the completest little fraud that ever a
good-natured man was humbugged
by;” and 1 surveyed her with my
sweciost smile.

‘ I'rod,” she ejacnlated. ‘ What's &
frodl):‘! Charlie, are yon making fan at
me!

*No, my dear. Iam not making
fun =t you, or of you; but I wish you
jto look at this matter ina light of
sober common sense. This is not our
child. No amount of dressing, or
caring for, or spending, will make is
our chiid.’

‘It 1s God’s child,” she said in 8
quavering, solemn little voice.

¢ Ahem ! well, that may be,’ I said,
clearing my throat. ¢ Undoubtediy
there is some truth in your assertion,
if not more; but at the same time it in
only thrown upon our hands for the
present, Don’t you see, it may be
| clgisned by somebody,” -

[ Ske shook her hoad,

«The child's motber may b living.'

¢Qh, a9, na! Mothers only leave

i
{
!
1

i

3

inzr mother could do so

¢ We dou't know : there may have
been wveusous, powerful reasons—
anger, distress.”

‘I would die with it, then! I would
dio with it she cried passionately.
What wsuld you have done, reader,
t* hat wife of mine—that is, if she
had beon your wife? Actually the
words stuek in my throat, and, with
«ome other indefinable sensation, pro-
duced such a choking that I lot silence
do duty for specch for a considerab'e

L
*

period. 1 dou’t mind saying that
-|things danced about somewhat.
through the mist that happened in my

.Pg" 2 .
eyes just at that peried, mgludmg
Lissa, who seemed indulging in a re-
markable kind of polka, now here,
now there. At last—I hated to deit,
but tears running down & man's Noxe.
yoa know, have a ridiculous effect—
and so I took out my handl:erchies,
a0d, protending to sneeze, rabbed my

dry. Ry
oy?iis?:a,’ gaid T, looking seriqus wit
ut the least offort, and speaking w.
sditorinl brevity, ¢ that baby is your
1 givo yon carte blanche to any extent
save absoluto ruin. Amen,

»

as




