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March 17, 19003« Douglas MeCurdy started out this morninge
with the intention of making a sixteen mile flight teo ahew

that he eould 4o the distanee roquired as & minisum to win

the Scientifie American Trophy., The morning secred to be
ideal but the engine was not, He nover had a more aggravating
daye He put in sovaral good flights du every time, after
flying a few miles, the cngime lost power and we have cor
$0 the comclusien that it is rather « feortunate thing that
we had decided not to try for the Trophy under the new
conditions impesed by the Acre Cludb, ¥hilec we Peliowe the
the machine iteelf is capadle of flying an indefinite die-
tance for an indefinite time or oo long as the engine and
fusl will held out it is very predlematical what the result
would be with the present engine we have, If Curtisgs could
only db¢ hare I have no doubt that he could easily arrange
the engine 80 that 1t ghould run for the required time te
make the required distance bdbut in ocur hands, unassisted by
Curtiss, it is a mere toss~up whether we could get the en=
gine te de it,

I was not present on the ige to~day to witnoss the
experiments but I watched the machine frem the Peint through
a pair of ficld glasses, rounding the four mile mark sbout
a mile beyend Stony Island in 58, Patriek’s Channecl and kept
her in sight until sho dissppeared dehind Kidston’s Island,
On this ocoasiom she did not reappear at the other cnd of T
island and I could mo longer hear the whirl of the propeller




