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RETAI ILERS' PROFITS.
Columbia Commercial

been in receipt of &
ions on the subject

he British
raal hav lntterly
nicat

ommu
'41:::: (;:‘dr cribed as the extreme ad-
hee on COSt W hich itis said is the almost
ariable demand of the retail trader,
e and except in the matter of dry goods
which the competition is so keen and

change in styles so frequent that
learing out xales "' at most ridiculously
| @8N, indeed, than “Vib“—pﬂm are
rale and not the exception. Drug-
(s staples and druggisu' sundries are
ed as cases 1N which the pmn“ cannot
described as short of exorbitant, hence
army of drug stores all of which seem
be doing well, closings up among them
ing few and far between.

hen if one looks at the family or rather
¢ prescription trade, a bottle of distilled
ter containing perhaps a drachm of the
ost inexpensive tincture cannot be had
r less than fifty cents, leaving & profit of
least furty cents—some say to be di-
ded between the druggist and the
edical man, who, it is notorious, is accus«
bmed to carry with him prescription
pers bearing the head lines of some
vored drug store, followed invariably by
he symbolical ** R,” and occasionslly by
he direction ** Sig.” Now, is wot the Dr.
customed to be paid by his patient?
by should he then accept, if he does not
taally demand, an honorariu n from the
ispenser in addition to the professional
pe of his pazient ! As for the druggist, he
iskes it his general rule to charge fifty
ents fora tweanty-five cent patent medi-
ine, and for nther packages he ¢inches his
ustomers in about the same proportion.
[his is in addition to the profit - he makes
prer and above the profit derived by sell-
g the article at the price for which it

etrils nearer the place of production,
Bat it is the grocer of whom the con-
umer most frequently cemplains. Taking
wlity into onsideration, tes, though
much vearer its place of growth, is more
ostly than say at Toronto or Montreal.
SUgar, at Lhe present, is about as cheap as
Itisiobe had arywhere else ; but that is
due 10 the competition of Hawailan and
Other descriptions that have been placed
U the market, but not infrequently
8%t white sugar is palmed off upon the
tonsumer at the same price as the harder
vl inuch more economie article that sells
Atthe same price.  Coffee is from 25 to 50
p)«r cent. dcarer than in either of the
Places we have named. Canned and pre-
,I‘)er,i:id rﬂr':t[i: :rre almost infinitely higher.
. e not to be had except at
tXorbitant rates, despite the proximity of
l&le California orchards and gardens.
utter and cheese are away up, and, as for
‘::““W. what is offered is frequently below
la"] ‘tandard. Other staples may be simi-
" 8poken of, while, as for fancy lines—
;‘;L“?lﬁ. condiments, biscuits, ete.~many
mug‘h?i!;r:!hlorced to satisfy their appetites
14, who, after Toobte e thmee o oY
dows of g 0"’; goﬂnk through the win-
P°ried to have ountry cook shop, is re-
mation 7 Rone away with the excla-

hauk God for & good dinner I
Itis claimed that th

%hy in addief ere are two reasons
on to much higher rents cus-
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advance on cost. How much thisamounts
to can readily be seen by any one who has
the opportunity of seeing the wholesale
price lists. In the first place, it is said the
distance that gocds require to be brought
involvea augmented charges for freight,
Supposing that it is $1 per hundred weight
extra that is only one cent per pound, and
not the additional sum that is expected by
the retall storekeeper who, according to
some wholesalers, has only to bear a share
of the difference, the competition in the
distributing houses being such as to com-
pel them not subsequently to assume the
entire burden.

No doubt one reason of the excessive
profits of which we speak i the undue
amount of credit extended to some cus-
tomers, whose neglect to pay is the cause
of an additional imposition on customers
generally. The retailer in consequencé of
the default of those who buy from him is
forced to pay for the additional time dur-
ing which his paper runs. If he placed

this on the shoulders of those who neglect |

to pay in the shape of interest charges,
there would not be so much to complain
of, but, as it is, every one 1s the suffereron
account of these inordinate profits.

While speaking of the complaints of the
wholesalers of these undue profits, it must
be said that among them there are, it is
announced, those who, when they have a
retall customer requiring an extended line
of credit make him pay iu the first place
extra prices for what he buys, duplicatiog
and possibly triplicating their ordin.
ary profits because they know that
the retail dealer is helpless in their hande.
One thing is certain, said a well-known
and highly respected merchant, the other
day, prices to consumers must be brought
down to rock bottom figures, People can-
not afford to pay more. Wages are getting
lower, and there are many who cannot,
even at toe reduction, get sufficient work
to do. The days when cost was no object
are over, and if those who are now in busi-
ness do not take a move in the right di-
rection there are those who will enter the
fleld and acquire the trade which they
have rccklessly driven away.
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A ROYAL HIGHNESS' COSTUME.

1t appears to be not generally known
that the unhippy Libeaguls has, ia his
fight, his royal sister, Nina, with him.
She is. decidedly plump, tremeudously
embonpoint, and her skin is of a coppery
hue. She wears no dress, the only cover-
ing ahout her waist being a number of

pendant. Round her arms are massive
bragzen bracelets. A biue and white Free
Mason’s apron appears in front and looks
strangely anomalous there. though really
not unbecoming. From her waist alvo
there hang down behind a number of
brilliant-colored woolen neck wraps, red
being the predominant color. Under the
apron is a sort of short, black skirt, cover-
ing the thighs, made of wrought ox-hide.
Her legs and feet are invariably bare, but
she wears round her ankies the circlets of
bells worn by the women to make a noise
when

dMlvd:zuy—. small bouquet of arti-
ficial flowers in front and amongst the

tomery are compelled to pay such a large

gilded chalns, some encircling her, some | &

dance. Her headdress is de-
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Ogilvie’s Granular, Greamy Hungarian
HAS NO EQUAL.

Makes 36 pounds more bread
barrel than any other Hard Whpe::
Flour, and 70 pounds more than any
Soft Wheat Flour. : '
DIRECTIONS

We insist upon a greater quantity
of Water being added than you have
been in the habit of doing with soft
ground flour, making the sponge to
the cor¢istency of a THIN batter.

For BAKERS’ BREAD use ¥ to i{ fess
yeast,

HOME-MADE BREAD to 35 less .
than formerly. Keep the dough Mucu
SOFTER THAN USUAL.

DO NOT MAKE IT STIFF.

Salt is a most 'mportant factor in
regulating fomentation, and in Bread-
making during cold weather { to
less salt is necessary than would
during the warmer months. Th's s
due to the difference between artificial
and natural heat.

THEQUEENSTUDIO

50} GOVERNMENT STREET.
A Genuine
CRATON PORTRAIT
Of yourself or friend >
—CHven Free—
With each
DOZEN CABINET PHOTOS.

offer and only for a ted time.
K. FORBES MACKIE, Photographic Artist.

The ¢ riginal Package Tea

Soia by Al xetail Grocers.

GOLD LABEL.......ccive svannians $1 00
YELLOW LABEL.......coooveien o s 70
REEN
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