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FAITH IN GOD'S ALMIGHTINESS,
—IS8 IT DECLINING ?

Every devout mind must be really
grateful for the extent of the spirit of
prayer in our day. But it is more than
probable, painful as it is to be obliged
to make the confegsion, that underlying
this very general prayerfnlness there is
a sad distrust of the divine power and
willingness to bless, save and rescue.
Within the limit of common wants,
Christian faith is vigorous and confi-
dent enough. When we step outside
the ordinary pale of individual condi-
tions, however, there is a hesitan:y to
accept the unqualified promises of the
Bible. Here the mind balts, throws
out its philosophical pickets, and either
waits for reinforcements or sounds a
retreat. Religion, as it gains 1n ex-
panse, seems to lose in intensity. In
days of great emergency, when believers
were thrust into all kinds of difficult
situations, they found it easy to accept
the most liberal promises of God. In
their estimation, no foe could over-
come, no fire consume, no pestilence
strike down the true believers, if we
may believe the history of religion in
ages long departed, or, indeed, if we
accept the testimony of our own Metho-
distic fathers. It is curious, equally

instructive, to trace the history of re- |

ligious faith, in this respect, from the
beginning. -
All down the Biblical ages, every
form of speech was employed, every
necessary demoastration was made to
impress ppon human minds the illimit-
able power of the Lord Jehovah, and
its free exercise for meeting Luman
necessities, While it was necessary to
teach mankind through their senses,
God revealed Himself in the person of
the Covenant Angel, always in the
character of majesty and eternal
mightiness. Men came to look upon
God through the medium of frequent
stupendous miracles which they wit-
nessed themselves or heard of from the
lips of others. By deluge, by the arrest
of the sun, by the descent of fire, by
earthquake, by the infliction and re-
moval of pestilence, by the translation
of living prophets, by the resurrection
of the dead, men learned God’s power,
and learning, believed. Christ came at
an age when faith in God’s energy was
rapidly declining. This confidence He
signallly revived where hearers or wit-
nesses were willing to be convinced.
From that period of unbounded trust
in God’s ability and willingness to save,
the church went on, gathering great
conquests in faith and obedience,
Again we see the church’s faith in God
declining, except in & generul sense.
It was necessary that'nmew examples
should be produced to show that Jeho-
vah’s right arm was gloriously power-
ful and ever exerted in bebalf of the
trustful. The Reformation g¢pened,
with its amazing displays of Providen-
tial interposition, in return for the peo-
ple’s re-invigorated faith. Believers
lived, prayed, fought as under the im-
mediate eye of the Lord and His suffi-
cient guidance. While this soul-energy
continued, Luther, wrestling with the
Lord for Melancthon’s life one day, and
flinging his_ink-bottle at Satan’s head
the next, was just a type of the pre-
vailing mental simplicity which regard-
ed the latter as a veritable, powerful
devil, and the former as an ever-present
and omnipotent God. There was but
one remedy in those days for trouble—
God’s power to save and help—and
this men as fully trusted in as in the
rising of the sun or the springing of
the grass in its season.

Once more the church’s faith lost
strength. As a general, national pro-
vidence, England never yielded its trust
in Jehovab. That would have been In.
fidehity.: But, beyond its Liturgy, the
confession was seldom made of even
that. Scotland, more stern, and hav-
ing imbibed much of the spirit of the
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idly ; but even Scotland lost that re-
ligious faculty which sees in God a pre-
seat refuge, and an almighty.defence,
though -its hills never ceased to rever-
berate with the echo of His praises.
As to 1reland, it was Jocked up prinei-
pally in Romé&nism ; while surrounding
nations were but neminally Christian or
actually Pagan.

Then came the great revival of the
seventeenth century. Like flaming
prophets the evangelists went forth
throughout Great Britian and sped
their way to America, calling on the
multitudes to believe in God’s power
and majesty, as present here and now,
to heal, succour ahd save. Through
that faith the world was brought under
a new era of the Spirit’s grace and
favour. ~ While the simplicity of faith
endured, men could believe of God any-
thing that was good. They only won-
dered that signal mercy bad not follow-
ed the world all through. If sickness
came, God possessed balm ; if sorrow,

He had ways. of bringing comfort; if
crosses, He could give strength ; if
danger he could rescue. So God hon-
oured faith by saving from sin and
healing diseases in instances so mars
vellous that sceptics could onmly dis-
prove by persistent denial,

Where are we to-day ? . We. heard a
doctor in divinity recently appeal in a
public assembly to angthe® divine in
support of an incident which he related.
A helpless invalid, during the great Chi-
cago fire, heard her neice describing
with awful terror, the rapidity and
force of the destroying element as it
came down upon her dwelling, What
could they do ? No living aid was near,
for all had fled. Throwing herself on
her knees, the aged Christian cried—
“0 God, if you are going to save us,
you must do it right now.” It was a
homely prayer, and surely simple
enough. But it prevailed. Opening
about the widow’s house, like the calm
sometimes seen in the heart of a tem-
pest at sea, the fire swept round it, knit
on the opposite side, and went its
frightful'way. The lowly house stands
there as a token of God’s power and
mercy to this day. It means farjmore
than Bunker Hill Monument. '

But instances like this are almost as
solitary as the house and women saved
by miracle. Our religion, if it means
anything of value, teaches that God is
great, sufficient, willingto save, If Hel
be not all this, our object of worship
falls far below perfection. The world
He made is under his government. Its
laws he holds in His hands perpetually.
Yet all our preaching will not fully con-
vince those who hear us of the reality.
Is this because of our superior know-
ledge? Quite the reverse. Our know-
ledge has reference to almost every
subject but this. Wise men are, but
in relation to God’s character, very 1g-
norant. The world by wisdom knows
not God, and needs greatly that it
should return to the first lessons of
His faithfulness, goodness and power.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF Nova
Scoria has been dismissed. When the
election of the Attorney-General came
up in Guysboro,” though under consid-
erable pressure from different quarters,
—this paper, simply because it was ad-
mitted as a religions organ into families
on both sides of politics, was silent on
the questions at issue. The subject
has ceased now to be a political one, and
takes rank with others of a purely
moral colouring. Knowing this much
we consider it our duty to say that the
Government which found it had made
a very serious mistake in taking this
man to its couneils, deserves great credit
for its determination now to respect
the moral couvictions of the people,
May the day be very far distant when
any of our Provinces will again be ask-
ed to accept as their first legal officer a
man whose private life will not bear
strict investigation. Governments owe
it to the country to consult their sense
of right atid decency -before docking to
add a very questionable strength - to
theif own “administeation, by.calling to

ted to & level with the first gentlemen
in the land. !
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Wesrzzx _Goop Wir.—By infor-
mation reeently .u.ﬁ e l{h $hat
some members of the Central Board
who visited the East for the first time

Reformation, declined in faith less rap-
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in October, aro heastily plessed ,with
ﬂnmdﬁiﬂphﬁo&

| seed, would not have been borne on the
Westerly breezes. More and yet more | achieved, and should 1 see that we cannot | gop o missionary odes a

théiraid pereons whe, caunat be adudits | some xepding, and viceversa. People
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time 'Provincéf ‘Without at all intend-
ing it, we havecaptivated good Brethren.
There must have been very genial inter-
course as well, or-the gemerqus words

' which now return, Tike blossoms of good |

' of this fraternity will help us all. l

Youxe Mex's WEEk, Providenoe!
| has been’ doing much for the youth of ’
' christian lands during the last ten or |
| fifteen years. After the agency of the |
Sabbath School has completed its work |
—that marvelous work which has at- |
tained to almost scientific excellency-— |
‘our young people are followed into |
| public life with much sympathy and |
| practical watchfulness. Young Men's |
Christian Associations have just held |

the objects of their special care and de-
fence. Many pulpits have—last Sab-
| bath—spoken out words of eloquent
cheer, instruction and warning, in re-
Jsponse to the call of the Executive
| Committee. It is good to think that
God is thus throwing around the first
| element in society a shield of protection
—opening up to our yoiing men a per-
petual well-spring of bappiness. In
Cities, particularly, all this is needed.
Here are their principal dangers, and
here they ought to meet the strongest
helpful influence. A letter from some
thoughtful friend to a member of the
Association in the vicinity to which a
young man is to remove, might often
secure for him consideration, when
otherwise he might wander and perish.

It is quite possible the Presidential
election for the United States may have
to be settled through a patient count of
Electoral votes. We hope nothing more
serious will grow out of it, though
certainly we have our fears. Both par-
ties claim the victory, showing how
closely party strength was waged in the
contest. Jf a serutiny were to be or-
dered mow, as in our election disputes,
what a mighty experiment would lie
before the national politicians !

N,

"Prohibition seems to be commending
itself more and -more. A Rev. Mr.

the good cause in Nova Scotia. Is it
not remarkable that countries make
rapid strides in Temperance reform till
they reach just this last stage, and then
some delay comes in to prévent Prohi-
bition. There are subtle questions
underlying the whole subject, or sure-
ly politicians could see their way clear
to try an experiment when petitions
measured by the yard are semt in to
Parliament in favour of it.

The N. York Advocate intimates that
Rev. T. Watson Smith is in that city
¢ delving” in all recesses where there is
hope of reaching historic treasure to
assist him in writing of the Methodism
of our Provinces. “Delving” is the
right word to use of Mr. Smith’s labors.
He toils patiently, and gets to the bot-
tom of things sooner or later. His
first volume would have been out before
this but for the information that addi-
tional light might be thrown on his
pages by American manuscripts to which
he now has access.

The Nashville Advocate diagnosticates a
cass:
“ A preacher has just s in and
told us that omly onieoopt;pgedhken on
the circait to which he has been appoint-
ed.—And in that Circuit next to nothing
has been dome. Of course not—the
Chﬁoh Cll: de%d, or moribund.”

e Chure is a kind of curry-
comb to a Clrp:glet‘.' Every Caval rr‘yn
knows that a horse well-carded keeps
| brisk on balf hay, It saves line upon line
to circulate a Religious Journal. -When
our hist rans down on any work it’s a sign
;fdvdut.h by mange there.—Eichmond

Precisely. Where a good Church
paper has once bad a free circulation,
and is reduced to a few names, it may
be taken for granted that some one (un-
less through special mercy) shall be
ealléd in. o Tead .the funeral service.
We always notice that a good state of
puty setg people to enquiring for whole-

may argue as they please, but that is
what it means—death or indifference.

-

Tax Waz has lulled for a season.
[#We feay it igbyt ) lull. English papers
are pondering gloomily over a speech
recently made by the Czar of ' Russis.

Gales, of Montreal, has been helping |

We quote a concluding sentence or twe
T trom the speech which hydror; it

own meaning to our readers. Russia
has begun tremendous wars before with
similar language.

“In a few days negotiations will com-
mence at Constantinople,- and my most

ardent wish is we may arrive at a general
agreement. Should this however not be

obtain tees necessary for carrying
out what we intended to demand from the
Porte, I am convinced that the whole of
Rusria will respond to my summons,
should I consider it necessary, and if Rus-
sia’s bonor require it Moscow will lead t
van by its example. May God belp ugto
carry out our mission.”

- =

Jou~x MarsuaLL, Esq., the‘fwortby
son of a worthy Methodist Minister of

| the same name, died last week in Hali- |

fax. He had been for many years an
official of great value in the Custom
House of this city. It is believed that

their week of prayer for those who are ! his conscientious devotion to his duties A ful than in former years.

helped to undermine his constitution.
He died of abscess on-the brain.

HALIFAX DISTRICT.

At a Convention of Ministers and Laymen, to
be held in Grafton Strect School Room on Wed-

nesday and Thursday, 22nd and 23rd inst., the fol- |

lowing order of exercises will be observed :—

WEDNESDAY.

10 o’clock a:m. Prayer Meeting and addresscs
on the objects of the Convention. ~Conducted by
the Chairman of the District.

2.30 p. m. Consideration of Divine promises in
regard to the results of Ministerial and_general
Christian work. Addresses by Revs. R. Brecken,
Ggﬁ.lJohnson and others. ¢ tha Thaiy B

e nce and power of the pirit as
emntini to the fulfilment of the promx’;es. £ad-
gthems by Reve. E B. Moore, J. Strothard and

Ts.

7.30. g m. Sermon by Rev. J. Coffin, to be

fc:}llowe by addresses from Rev. C. Parker and
others.

THURSDAY.

10 8. m. Personal Consecration. Addresses b,
Revs. G. Shore, G. F. Day and others. :
How best to reach the Individual Conscience,

by J. B. Morrow, Esq.
2.30 p. ng Service. Addresses
E. Lloyd, Esq., Revs. J
W ~

7.30 p. m. The best means of conducting re-
ggious services and oting Christian work.

0 be introduced . 8. F. Hues:is.

The public are invited to attend. It is hoped
that dlwﬂloomemsrgﬂhlndmt
spirit. » NICOLSON,

ORairman.

S S —

As will be seen by our English Let-
ter, great good is resulting at home
from District Conventions assembled to
consider and prepare for the work of
reviva. A movement among our-
selves, in the same direction, is yet but
in its infancy.

i o -

Taere are but few who know the
extent to which our Methodist minis-
ters and their wives in theze lower Pro-
viuces, bave contributed to the litera-
ture of the day. We are sure of, at
least, siz good volumes from this source
within the last year or two. Yet not
one of the books carries the real name
of the author.

B e

WE greatly regret to learn that the
new Parsonage at Wallace has been
totally consamed by fire. The fire, it
appears, began in the barn adjoining
the house, Rev. A. Morton, the Pas-
tor, was absent in Pictou at the time.
This was a fine building, just finished
within a year or two. We have not
heard whether there was any insurance.

il ¢ o

Tax Boox Room has received its
Fall SKP%; of Books and Stationery,
for bo bolesale and Retail trade,
equal to any assorvment in the country.
Full Catalogues will shortly be issued.
The sales, we are glad to say, keep up
wonderfully considering the times. A
good, fresh, cheap article continues to
command patronage, and this the
managers are determined to keep in
supply. For winter reading, home
decoration, Christmas snd New Years’
presents, there is no better chance than
is furnished here. See advertisement
of periodicals this week.

OUR ENGLISH

N P

METHODISM AT ALDERSHOT.

Dzar M=z. Eprror,—~Our work has
greatly extended and pros at this
great centre of military life. It is but
a few years since it was , and now
it can be compared favorably with al.
most mtv. recent extemsion of Metho-
dism. many forms it makes provis-
ion for: the temporal and spiritual
necessities of the soldiers. The results
have been visible in sound con-
versions, ard the diffusion of gracious
influences which, as the troops are re-
moved, are felt far and wide, almost to
the ends of the earth. Last week wit-
nessed the dedication of a new and
beautiful chapel for the use of the sol-
diers-at Aldershos. - Its cost has been
about £10,000, and is nearly paid for.
Ith-;ﬁnt;menoridyindow, to com-
memorate Q;a-neaa"' 8 to the church and
to the cause of God inthe army of the

window was ﬁvﬂ‘by(}mds;
sermon

S
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A MODEL MTSSIONARY | Mmwrryg®* 2
| has again been beld in . 4
| bebalf of the two London ekl in
We referred to thi o, ricts.
‘  this gathering last yeqy
| and would again direct attention 1, b
i enlistment of the services of the ch'tl "
ren who filled the spa.ciogs gallerv, ;l(xici
‘ n s o
| great beauty and spirit. Thg?mnlsnmth
| Hall was crowded, and the opegkeen?e
ada.ghng themselves to the vo“rs -
portion of the audience, suc?(;ede:;ger
“ admu.fatlon in delighting everybod tg
securing a time of great e.nthu);'!m
and liberality. Revs. G, T, Perksmls)m
Punshon, W. O. Simpson angd Jac’k -
Wray were the famous men wh, o
| 80 successful in their addresse
| excellent meeting.

were
sat thig

| THE LEEDS ANNIVERSARy

| including Breakfast, sermons, ang ube
| lic meetings, occupied over ap clr:tire
week, and has been even more sycepgs-
. d rs. The wonder.
| ful and gracious excitement, the ep.
 larged hiberality of our people in Ieeq
and its neighborhood, sends a tlri]] osf
| hopefulness throughout all Methodism
|'and it affords sure ground of encoyr.
| agement, that the income of the societ
{ will not in the future be diminish

| but probably augmented.

DISTRICT MISSIONS

and revival eervices on a very large

scale are being organized in almost

every part of the United Kingdom. The

effort will be on a scale of very great

magnitude, and will pfobably touch

every circuit in Methodism. A whole-
day meeting is called in some centra]
towr, and as far as possible the minis.
ters of the District are present, togeth-

er with the office-bearers and others, to
discuss the best ways of doing the
work, and to secure the wider descent
upon all,of the powerof the Holy Spirit.
In future letters, more distinct mention
will be made of some of these important
meetings, and of the revival work in
which as a church we are engaged,

AN UNUSUAL NUMBER

of missionary brethren are at present
departing to their several fields of la-
bour. Some are veteran ministers who
have again and again proved their de-
votion to the cause, a few are men of
good renown in the Home work, whe
tor a season are going abroad, and

are fine hopeful youths, trained st
Richmond, and consecrating their lives
to the Redeemer’s service. In mypre.
sent circuit I am brought into closee
contact with many of those missionary
brethren, and not unfrequently witness
their departure upon their voyages, snd
can testify to the sacrifice made by
many, in parting with children, rels-
tives and friends for long periods éf
years, if not for the whole of life. The
true heroic spirit is still with our breth-
ren, and is constantly called into exer-
cise. :

THE SWORD

is not yet drawn. The past forinight
has been a time of extreme uneasiness
and direful rumors, securities have fall-
en,and confidenceis greatlyshaken. But
war is not declared, and Russia pauses
before taking so terrible a step, as &
declaration of war against Turkey. It
is well known that the Servians are
helped by Russian men and money, but
Turkey t{sre not provoke a quarrel on
that account. The attitude of England
is considered doubtful. Our Govern-
ment intensely dread Russian aggran-
disement in that direction, but the
nation will not sanction a war for the
maintenance of Turkish ‘power, with
its present wretched misrule,and deplor-
able impotence. Qur wishes and opin-
ion do not appear to weigh much in the
&Louncils of the Great Powers at
resent crisis. There is {vet some hope
or a peaceful solution of the problem,
k;xt on the f‘qniet there artfs un po
e signs of preparation for war,
in Engnlsnd. PThp:momant is intensely
critical and from many hearts, the
prayer is going up, “ Give peace 1n our
time O Lord, because there is none other
that fighteth for us, but only thouO
God.” G. B.
Oct. 80, 1876. -

CORRESPONDENCE

A
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TO THE MINISTERS OF THE ¥. 8.
CONFERFNCE,

DEAR BReTHREN :—The period is B0
approaching which it is usual for vs to
employ in special efforts to promote the
revival of the work of God; and there 18
no question of greater importance 0 %
as baving s manifest bearing on the 51¢
ce:s of these efforts, than that of our min-
isterial eficiency.

It is sad to know that the normal stae
of many of our churches is one of 0
heartening indifference to the charch’®
great mission of saving souls. This indif-
ference, growing, as it does, out of SP”
ritual decay, operates as p contagion, sad
surrounded by it on every band, wesre il
great danger of yielding to its influeno®
and relapsing into a mere officisl and per-
functory manner of discharging ‘h’ d?'
ties of our ssored office. We can svoid this
only by seeking and maintaining & +aal
vigorous, mature aud active SpiT
life. =
| 'wodactsshould be ever kept is view !
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