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Christ's miracles on the sabrai h 

DAT

*' In it lawful to heal on thi' Sabbath Day f" 
(Luke xiv. 1.1

There was a very special motive 
In our Blessed Lord's acting 
contrary to the Jewish law, in 
working cures on the Sabbath day. 
It was a rebuke to that spirit of 
keeping the letter of the law in 
such a hard and uncharitable way. 
Moreover, it was to show for all 
time the love and mercy that man­
kind could hope to receive on 
Sabbath days in the Church that He 
was to establish.

There are no less than seven 
occasions recorded in the gospel on 
which our Saviour worked miracles 
on the Sabbath. Tne first occurred 
in the synagogue at Capharnaum.

There was a man, who had an 
unclean devil, and he cried out with 
a loud voice, saying, Let us alone, 
what have we to do with Thee, 
Jesus of Nazareth ? Art Thou 
come to destroy us ? I know Thee, 
Who Thou art, the Holy One of 
God. And Jesus rebuked him, 
saying, Hold thy peace and go out 
of him ; and he went out of him 
and hurt him not at all ” (Luke iv. 
88), And immediately Jesus went 
from the synagogue to Simon's 
house. " And Simon’s wife’smother 
was taken with a great fever, and 
they besought Him for her. And 
standing over her. He commanded 
the fever and it left her. And 
immediately rising, she ministered 
to them ” [ibid 88). And at sunset 
—that is, when the Sabbath was 
over—all that had any sick brought 
them to Him and He healed them.

The third event is thus recorded.
“ And there was a man, whose 
right hand was withered. And the 
Scribes and Pharisees watched Him 
if He would heal ou the Sabbath 
day, that they might find an 
accusation against Him. But He 
knew their thoughts ; and said to 
the man who had the withered 
hand : Arise, and stand forth in the 
midst. And rising he stood forth. 
And Jesus said to them ; I ask you, 
if it be lawful on the Sabbath day 
to do good or to do evil ; to save 
life, or to destroy? And looking 
round about on them all, He said to 
the man, Stretch forth thy hand. 
And he stretched it forth, and his 
hand was restored. And they were 
filled with madness, and they talked 
one to another, what they might do 
to Jesus ” (Luke vi. 6). This 
miracle is also recorded by St. 
Matthew (xii. 10) and St. Mark 
(iii. I.)

The fourth cure is thus related by 
St. Luke. “ And He was teaching 
in their synagogue on the Sabbath. 
And behold there was a woman, 
who had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years : and she was bowed 
together, neither could she look 
upwards at all. Whom, when Jesus 
saw, He called her unto Him, and 
said to her : Woman, thou art 
delivered from thy infirmity. And 
He laid His hands upon her, and 
immediately she was made straight, 
and glorified God. And the ruler 
of the synagogue being angry that 
Jesus had nealed on the Sabbath 
day, answering said to the multi­
tude, Six days there are wherein 
you ought to work ; on them there­
fore come and be healed, and not on 
the Sabbath. And the Lord answer­
ing him said : Ye hypocrites, doth 
not every one of you, on the 
Sabbath day, loose his ox or his ass 
from the manger and lead them to 
water ? And ought not this 
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
hath bound these eighteen years, be 
loosed from this bond on the 
Sabbath day? And when He had 
said these things all His adversaries 
were ashamed ; and all the people 
rejoiced for all the things that were 
gloriously done by Him ” (Luke xiii. 
11 18).

The very next chapter of St. 
Luke’s is chosen for this day’s 
gospel. You remember we are told 
that Jesus went into the house of a 
certain Pharisee ; and they watched 
Him. What an invitation, full of 
guile and deceit ! “ And behold 
there was a certain man before 
Him, who had the dropsy.” Jesus 
asked them in the words of the text, 
” Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath 
day? But they held their peace. 
But He, taking him, healed him and 
sent him away ” (Luke xiv. 1). 
And then our Lord rebuked them.

The sixth and seventh miracles are 
recorded by St. John. The scene is 
at the pool of Bethsaida, “ Where 
lav a great multitude of sick, of 
blind, of lame, of withered, waiting 
for the moving of the water. And 
an angel of the Lord descended at 
certain times into the pond, and the 
water was moved. And he that 
went down first into the pond, after 
the motion of the water, was made 
whole of whatsoever infirmity he 
lay under. And there was a certain 
man there, who had been eight and 
thirty years under his infirmity. 
Him when Jesus had seen lying, and 
knew that he had been there a long 
time, He saith to him, Wilt thou be 
made whole ? The infirm man 
answered, Sir, I have no man to put 
me into the pond, and whilst I am 
coming, another goeth down before 
me. And Jesus said to him : Arise, 
take up thy bed, and walk. Audit 
was the Sabbath that day. There­
fore did the Jews persecute Jesus” 
(John v. 2). « «at&t

The seventh and last miracle took 
place immediately after the Jews 
had, taken up stones to cast at

Jesus. '* But Jesus hid himself, and 
went out of the Temple." And 
passing by He saw a man blind from 
his birth. Persecuted, His life 
sought after, yet the Sacred Heart 
was heedful of the miseries of 
others. You remember our Lord 
said to him, " Go wash in the pool 
of Stloe.” He went, he washed, he 
came back seeing ! Now It was the 
Sabbath when Jesus opened his 
eyes. The Pharisees cross-ques­
tioned the man ; rebuked him and 
cast him out of the synagogue 
because he spoke in defence of 
Jesus. Our Lord meeting him 
afterwards, revealed Himself to 
him as the Son of God, " and falling 
down he adored Him ” (John ix. 1).

In all this manifold revelation of 
the tender love of Christ is there no 
lesson for ourselves ? Yes, indeed: 
Sunday after Sunday are we not 
here present before Him? His 
merciful eyes are looking down 
upon our souls ; ah ! if we saw the 
state of our souls as He sees them, 
should we not recognize ourselves 
amongst those sad cases whom He 
cured on the Sabbath day ? What 
He mercifully dia then, He is 
willing and longing to do now 
during Holy Mass. Let us humbly 
own our infirmities, and beg of Him 
to make us whole, strong to re­
enter His service, strong to per­
severe.

TUTANKHAMON AND 
THE ISRAELITES

Joseph Husslvin, 8. J., in America

Never perhaps did the announce­
ment of antiquarian discoveries so 
awaken the spirit of romance slum­
bering within the heart of every 
man, as when the news of the royal 
treasures brought to light from the 
tomb of Pharaoh Tutenkhamon, in 
the Valley of the Kings, was flashed 
across the wires of the world. The 
outer chamber only had as yet been 
opened by the discoverers, Lord 
Carnarvon and Mr. Howard Carter, 
but what a wealth of riches !

There, with carved and modeled 
figures of the King and Queen, was 
the throne itself on which the 
Pharaoh had sat in all his magnifi­
cent state. There were the splendid 
ceremonial couches of Hathor, the 
Lion and Typhon ; the gilt chair 
sparkling with turquoise, the beds 
designed with all the artist’s and 
the lapidiary's skill to bring happy 
dreams to the monarch s rest. 
There, bright in gilt and rich with 
precious stones, were the four 
chariots in which he rode, often 
drawn perhaps by his attendants. 
From these he viewed the thousands 
of slaves, with backs bare to the 
scorching sun, who toiled beneath 
the rods of their drivers, that with 
the utmost haste they might com­
plete the monuments of their lord’s 
ambition. There even were the 
brilliant robes at whose rustle all 
the court was awed, and the instru­
ments of the musicians who cele­
brated the royal praises in the days 
long ago. There, too, most precious 
of all these precious things, were 
the rolls of papyri, not yet scanned, 
whose secrets would in time be 
revealed to all the world. And then 
to think that beyond this chamber 
there might still be a next, and a 
next, and a next ! No one could tell.

No wonder then that Pharaoh 
Tutankhamon was suddenly raised 
to a posthumous notoriety greater 
than any he had ever established in 
his own days of life. But among 
all these objects one was singled 
out as of special interest by the 
former Inspector General of Anti­
quities for the Egyptian Govern­
ment, Mr. Arthur Weigall, himself 
one of the discoverers of the tombs 
of Yuaa and Tuau, the parents of 
Queen Tiy, as also of the burial 
place of Akhenaton, the father-in- 
law of Tutankhamon. The object 
in question was an elegant foot­
stool, inlaid with a row of figures 
of slaves or captives, some of them 
with pronounced Semitic features. 
Quite possibly, remarks Mr. Weigall, 
these were the “actual Israelites of 
the Exodus,” and lo, forthwith, 
Tutankhamon becomes “the Pha- 
roah of the oppression ” !

Here then a new field of interest 
is thrown wide open to us. The 
fate of the Hebrew workers under 
the Egyptian bondage, and their 
liberation through Moses, are not 
merely incidents of profound relig­
ious importance, they are also 
viewed in our day as one of the 
most striking episodes in the history 
of labor. As such they have long 
engaged the attention of social 
historians as well as of Bible 
students. Unfortunately, through­
out these studies the miraculous 
and the supernatural are commonly 
ignored and implicitly, if not 
openly, denied. What alone is 
accepted as worthy of consideration 
is the historic basis of fact, which 
even the rationalist thinker cannot 
refuse to see. This also is in a 
manner the attitude of Mr. Weigall 
in the special article cabled by him 
to the New York World for Jan­
uary 23.

In the fact that Tutankhamon, 
whose reign began about the year 
1850 B. C., was without a son to 
succeed him, and in the recurrent 
failures of the male line among the 
Pharaohs of this entire period, 
Mr. Weigall sees a confirmation of 
the Scripture account of the death 
of the first-born of the Egyptians 
at the hand of the Lord : “From 
the first-born of the Pharaoh who 
sitteth on his throne even to the 
first-born of the handmaid that is at 
the mill." Not Pharaoh only, but 
the Egyptians as a nation, had 
mocked and afflicted the children of 
Israel and as a nation they were 
also punished. In a similar way
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could not possibly have been of 
long duration. Professor New­
berry of the University of Liver­
pool, long connected with Egyptian 
studies and excavations, believes

IMPOSSIBLE TO
LM Of-1 Irk that "the probability is that he 
ULI 11 L LI LI reigned only six years.” Even
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confirmation of the ten plagues 
narrated in the Scriptures is sought 
nurely in the frequency of plagues 
in the Egypt of this period. We do 
not quarrel with the historic fact 
he cites. We all know such purely 
natural visitations to have been 
common not in the century of 
Tutankhamon only, but in the suc­
ceeding century as well. In refer­
ence to both the subjects just 
mentioned, Mr. Weigall says :

“Biblical students will find herein 
a confirmation of the Exodus story 
of the death of the firstborn, or at 
any rate likely basis for the fact on 
which the tradition grew up. I 
notice too that in the great inscrip­
tion of Tutankhamon, to which 
Horemheb also inscribed his name, 
reference is made to the fact that 
Egypt was overridden with plagues 
and that the gods had neglected the 
land. Egypt indeed was in a bad 
way during that period, and even if 
the biblical story of the plague is 
doubtful we can well understand on 
what that story is based.”

The intelligent Catholic well 
knows that the frequent occurrence 
of plagues, purely natural in their 
origin, in no way conflicts with the 
occurrence also of other plagues, 
perhaps in most instances entirely 
similar although more intense and 
terrible, sent expressly by Almighty 
God as a sign to confound the idol 
worship of the Egyptians and to 
liberate his children from the hands 
of their oppressors. To consider 
these manifestations miraculous it 
suffices that under such circum­
stances they were sent instantly and 
as instantly allayed for no reason, 
except God's command. Yet we 
may add that, because of the fatal 
consequences to the Egyptians, the 
turning of the waters into blood 
could in no way be accounted for 
merely by the natural phenomenon 
known as tne "red Nile.” Those 
who believe in God and in His 
inspired Word find no difficulty in 
the Scripture miracles.

But to return to the Pharaoh 
whom we have left sleeping in his 
Valley of the Kings. Is Tutank­
hamon in reality to be accepted as 
the Pharaoh of the oppression ? The 
conditions pointed out above as 
existing in the period of his reign 
existed also during the reigns of the 
other princes of this period. They 
could not therefore single him out 
alone as the Pharaoh whose oppres­
sive measures finally led in the 
natural order to . the Exodus 
that took place under his suc­
cessor. Neither can the picture of 
the Israelitic captives give us any 
clue, since Tutankhamon was but 
one of a series of Pharaohs who 
lived in an age of religious fanati­
cism which may well have led to 
many and serious troubles with the 
now vast colony of Jews in the 
Gessen district, east of the Delta of 
the Nile.

The period of internal disturb­
ances began with the reign of 
Akhenaton, who sought to change 
the religion of the Egyptians by 
turning them from the cul t of their 
godAmon to the worship of Aton, 
or the Sun’s Disk. He overthrew 
the monuments sacred to Amon or 
erased his name. His son-in-law and 
former courtier Tutankhamon came 
to the throne in the backwash of 
all these troubles. This is plain 
from the fact long familiar to 
Egyptologists that, probably under 
popular pressure, he had changed 
his own name from Tutankhaton, 
“ the live image of Aton,” to the 
form by which now we know it, 
signifying “ the live image of 
Amon.” In the same way his wife, 
one of the daughters of the old 
Pharaoh, altered her name from 
Ankhnespaaton,” “ she lives by 
Aton," to Ankhnesamon, “ she lives 
by Amon.”

" A plague on both your gods!” 
was naturally the Jewish attitude 
towards these contentions. We 
may well believe, too, that the 
Egyptian Know-Nothing movement 
which was to become so pronounced 
against all foreigners had already 
broken out. TheSemitic foreigners, 
moreover, were not merely hated 
but also feared because of the aid 
they might give to any Asiatic 
invader against the tyrannical 
kings. They occupied a strategic 
position.

But there is one reason why 
Tutankhamon cannot possibly have 
been the Pharaoh of the oppression, 
and that is the brevity of his reign. 
The exact length of this is not 
known to us, but the dates of sub­
sequent reigns make clear that it

were his reign found to have been 
much longer It could not attain to 
the length required for the Pharaoh 
from whose wrath Moses fled after 
slaying the Egyptian. Probably 
forty years elapsed between this 
event and the appearance of Moses 
as the messenger of God before 
Pharaoh. If moreover we take the 
Pharaoh of the infanticide as 
identical with the Pharaoh from 
whom Moses fled as a grown man, a 
claim which is made by our com­
mentators, the duration of his 
reign was enormous. " Now after 
a long time,” says the Scripture, 
" the king of Egypt died."

In the history of this period there 
is one Pharaoh who, for this and for 
many other reasons, has by modern 
scholars been generally accepted as 
the Pharaoh of the oppression, and 
this is Rameses II., who reigned for 
sixty-seven years and lived to be 
about eighty-four years old. He 
was succeeded, about 1225 B. C„ by 
his son, Mineptah I., who would 
thus be the Pharaoh of the Exodus, 
before whom Moses and Aaron 
appeared. On the gigantic statue 
of this king, too, it is noted that his 
eldest son had been associated with 
him and died before him. Nothing 
of course is said in the Scripture 
that would require us to assume 
that the Pharaoh of the Exodus 
had perished in the waters of the 
Red Sea.

The difficulty alleged in this con­
nection is the inscription found on 
the famous stele of Mineptah f., 
that : “ Israel is desolate, her seed 
is not.” Yet this might readily 
refer to a small remnant of Israel­
ites exterminated by him after his 
own disaster, which we would not 
expect to find recorded among his 
achievements. Those who know the 
methods of the monarchs in the 
valley of the Nile would not look 
for such records. Mineptah’s reign, 
we may add, began more than a 
century after the death of Tutank­
hamon.

The question of the oppression 
and the Exodus is too vast to dis­
cuss here, save for the few remarks 
already made. Our knowledge of 
dates and rulers, too, is still so 
vague and uncertain that it would 
be rash to speak with positive 
assurance on these events. Egypt­
ology itself is still at its dawn, but 
there need be no dread that the 
biblical narrative will be in any 
way reversed by the discoveries of 
Egyptian antiquities.

DAILY MASS
"Every day, sweet son, hear Holy 

Mass !" So spake the father to his 
son in the days of chivalry. It was 
the usual custom in those days, 
Leon Gautier tells us in his beauti­
ful book on that period.

Good Christians are eager to hear 
Holy Mass every morning. Like 
the mother of St. Augustine who 
says himself, that she never failed 
to assist daily at the altar, they 
neglect nothing in order thus to 
sanctify the beginning of their day. 
Had they numerous occupations, 
they rose earlier, thus rendering 
their action more meritorious.

During his stay at Laghouat, 
General Sonis, of whom Gallifet 
says : "No one knew better than 
he both how to command and how 
to obey,” never failed to assist at 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
“At six end half, 6r seven,” 
wrote one of his attaches, he went 
to [church in silence. I used to 
accompany him.” This habit never 
interfered with the discharge of the 
important duties of his position. 
On the contrary, he found himself 
better disposed to fulfill them, as 
is always the case when one has 
peace of conscience and joy of heart,

“The best way to economize 
time,” wrote Ozanam, “is to lose 
about half an hour every morning 
at Holy Mass. How much dissipa­
tion does not this half an hour con­
scientiously lost during the rest of 
the day ?”

La Roche Jaquelein, expressing 
the same thought in his military 
language said : “When I have lost 
my morning Mass, I live on a lower 
level all the rest of the dav.”

The illustrious Daniel O’Connell, 
in spite of his busy life, was con­
stantly faithful to this pious habit; 
and the Dominican, Father Burke, 
declares that what greatly contrib­
uted to his entering the priest­
hood was the devout attitude of the 
great Irish orator during Holy 
Mass.—Southern Cross.
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OIL LIGHT BEATS
ELECTRIC OR GAS
BURNS 94% AIR

A new oil lamp that gives an amaz­
ingly brilliant, soft, white light, even 
better than gas or electricity, has 
been tested by the U. S. Government 
and 86 leading universities and found 
to be superior to 10 ordinary oil 
lamps. It burns without odor, smoke 
or noise — no pumping up, is simple, 
clean, safe. Burns 94% air and 6% 
common kerosene (coal oil).

The inventor, T. T. Johnson, 246 
Craig St. W., Montreal, is offering to 
send a lamp on 10 day's FREE trial, 
or even to give one FREE to the first 
user in each locality who will him 
introduce it. Write him to day for 
full particulars. Also ask him to 
explain how you can get the agency, 
and without experience or money 
make $260 to $500 per month.
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velop serious infection if it is not 
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Lifebuoy Health Soap provides a 
safe antiseptic cleansing lather that 
removes all impurities, goes deep 
into the pores, and leaves your skin 
vibrant with health—and safe.
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vanishes in a few seconds—the 
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GAS IN THE STOMACH 
IS DANGEROUS

Recommend. Dally Use of Magneele 
To Overoome Trouble Caused by 

Fermenting Food end Acid 
Indigestion

Goa and wind in the stomach accompanied 
by that full, bloated feeling uHer eating are 
almost certain evidence of the prencnce of 
exfOHHlve hydrochloric acid in the stomach, 
creating so-called “acid indigeHtlotn”

Acid stomachs are dangt rouH, because too 
much acid irritates the delirate lining of the 
stomach, often leading to gash ills accom­
panied by Kiomuch ulcers. Food ferments and 
sours, creating the di dressing gas which dis­
tends the stomach and hampers the normal 
functions of the vital Internal organs, often 
affecting the heart.

It is the worst of folly to neglect such a 
serious condition or to treat with ordinary 
digestive aids which have no neutraliKing 
effect on the stomach acids. Instead get from 
any druggist a few ounces of Disunited Mag­
nesia ( in powder or tablet form — never liquid 
or milk) is harmless to the stomach, inexpen­
sive to take and the best form of magnesia for 
stomach purposes. It is used by thousands of 
people who enjoy their meals with to more 
fear of indigestion.

1000 Eggs 
in Every Hen

New System Of Poultry Keeping —Get 
Dollar A Dczon Eggs This Winter- 

Famous Poultryman

TELLS HOW
“The great trouble with the poultry business 

has always been that the laying life of a 
hen was too short" says Henry Trafford, Inter­
national Poultry Expert and Breeder, for 
nearly eighteen years Editor of Poultry Suc-

The average pullet lays 160 eggs. If kept 
the second year, she may lay 100 more. Then 
she goes to market. Yet, it has been scientific­
ally established that every pullet is boro or 
hatched with over one thousand minute egg 
germs in her system—and will lay them on 
a highly profitable basis over a period of four 
to six years' time if given proper care.

How to work to get 1,000 eggs from every 
hen; how to get pullets laying early; how to 
make the old hens lay like pullets ; how to keep 
up heavy egg production all through cold 
winter months when eggs are highest ; triple 
egg production ; make slacker hens hustle ; 
$5.00 profit from every hen in six winter 
months. These and many other money mak­
ing poultry secrets are contained in Mr. Traf- 
ford’s "1,000 EGG HEN" system of poultry 
raising, one copy of which will be sent ab­
solutely free to any reader of this paper who 
keeps six hens or more. Eggs should go to a 
dollar or more a dozen this winter. Thi» 
means big profit to the poultry keeper who 
gets the eggs. Mr. Trafford tells how, if you 
keep chickens and want them to make money 
for you, cut out this ad and send it with your 
name and address to Henry Trafford, Suit» 
462B Herald Bldg.. Bingham pton. N. Y., and 
a free copy of "THE 1,000 EGG HEIN" will be 
sent by return mail.
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