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faultse and omissions of the last
three years had slipped from his
shoulders, leaving him care free and
happy as an innocent child, How
easy he had found it, after all, and
how kind and fatherly, how under-
standing and sympathetic the white
haired old priest had been! ‘And
how foolish he himself had been to
delay so long over a matter so very
easy in the end, and which had
brought that strange, wonderful,
beautiful feeling of new-found grace
and goodness into his heart.

John Donovan was a man who,
though careless in many ways, yet
had beent:greatly beloved from boy-
hood upwards for his unfailing kind-
ness and good nature towards all
men. And in even a more special
way towards all women and children,
whom he never failed to treat with
an old-world chivalry and tender
ness too often found absent in these
degenerate days.

Today, if possible, he felt more
imbued than ever before with the
spirit of universal kindness and
goodness. A blind beggar at a street
corner received from him a douceur
out of all proportion to his expecta-
tions. A few moments later he
might be seen helping a feeble old
woman through the crowded traffic
of the street, carrying her heavily

loaded market-basket for her, and |

depositing it and her gafely amidst

the old creature’s voluble thanks on |

the footpath on the other side.
And when, just as he turned into
the railroad station on his way
home, his ears were suddenly
assailed with the frightened cry of a

tiny girl whose mother had momen- |

tarily lost her in the hurried throng
of passers-by, it was John Donovan
who came first to the rescue, com
forting the child, and succe eding
after a very short search in restoring
her to her much alarmed mother,

Having done eo, he turned with
uplifted hat from the lady, and was
about to recross the road hurriedly
to the station—for his train must be
very nearly due—when a startled
shout from behind him brought him
to a sudden standstill. Not a
moment too soon either, for hardly
had he time to look about him when
he was struck by the side of a motor
car which had crept up behind him
unheeded.

Had he advanced one step further
or disregarded for a second that
warning shout, he was probably no
more, for the car was bound to go
clean over him. As it was, he felt a
sudden jar of both legs, and was
barely able to throw himself free of
the car ere it was brought to a stop.

In those few moments of doubt
and terror, with the memory of the
mangled face and form of that recent
poor victim of modern rush and
hurry before his eyes, his first
thought was a prayer for Mollie and
the little ones at home, perhaps now
to be left husbandless and fatherless
forever. His second was a great up
lifting of his art to God in grati
tude that, if he were to be taken, it
was in the state of grace and newly-
shriven that he would go before his
Lord and Maker.

Was it not for this very reason,
indeed, that Mollie, in the providence
of God, had prayed and pleaded with

him so earnestly this morning ? If |

he must be taken from her, how
much better now than yesterday or
a year ago, with all his faults and
sins lying heavy and unforgiven on
his soul !

But he was not to be taken after
all. The car, which had ®happily
begun to slow down ere it struck
him, soon came to a standstill, and
John Donovan presently found him
self with nothing worse than a pair
of badly bruised shins and some tora
and mud bespattered clothing, the
centre of a cfowd of sympathisers,
half of them filled with concern for
his safety, the other half equally
indignant and denunciatory of the
reckless driving of the man who had
86 nearly run him down.

“'Tis the mercy of God you were

not killed,” one of them said, “and |

are you quite sure you got no bones
broken ?” asked one anxious on-
looker.

“Quite sure,”” John Donovan |

answered with a smile. He was
feeling badly bruised, and suffering
from shock, yet it seemed quite

natural that now, as always, he |

should show a happy and smiling
front to all. Perhaps it was because
it is always the lookers-on who see
most of the game, and he himself
had had hardly time to realize his
great danger when it was already over

and pasy. But of the crowd of|

anxious, excited or indignant people
about him, it is safe to say that he
was the one most cool and collected
of them all,

“Ay, it was a pretty close shave
indeed,” he admitted to those who

congratulated him on his narrow |

escape. "And I might as well have

been killed, almost. Well, I suppose, |

I wasn't good enough to go yet

awhile, boys—though, praise be to |

God, things might have been worse

than they are with me. An’ to think |

a body could so easily walk into a
motor car like that, and go to one's
grave without word or warning 1” *

“Sure, poor Mollie was right after

all,” he reflected inwardly ; “an’ one |
can never hl‘ﬁ(ll't‘ ()f Hu' moment one |

may be teken. If it was herself or
one of the childher was in it now
and a spasm crossed his face. “‘It

shows us how well prepared we |

ought to be at all times and in all
places, glory be to God !"

Molly was naturally much shocked
when she heard of the danger her
husband had run, even though he

himself dil his best tc make it seem |

trifling and unimportant, But one
good thing came of it which was to
prove of vast help and consolation

to her in the years to come. It was }

that John had been so impressed by
the warning of that day that ever
after he was determined and
carried out his determination—"to
be for ever and ®lways,” as he
expressed it, “ready, as far as lay in
poor mortal power, to go before the
Lord.”—Nora Tynan O Mahony.
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COWARDICE OR
CAUTION ?

Sir Bertram C, A, Windle, M. A, M. D., in
America

against Catholic men of science by
anti-Catholic writers the most ser
ious is that of concealing their real
opinions on scientific matters, and
even of professing views which they

fear of ecclesiastical denunciations.
The attitude which permits of such
| an accusation is hardly courteous, but
stripped of its verbiage, that is the
accusation as it is made. Now, as
there are usually at least some
smouldering embers of fire where
there is smoke, there is just one
small item of truth behind all this
pother. No Catholic, scientific man
| or otherwise, who really honors his
faith would desire wilfully to ad
vance theories apparently hostile to
its teaching, Further, even if he
were convinced of the truth of facts
which might appear—it could only
be " appear "—to conflict with that
teaching he would in expounding
them either show how they could be

he were wise, would treat his facts
from a severely scientific point of
view and leave other considerations
to the theologians trained in direc
tions almost invariably unexplored
by scientific men. Perhaps the mem
ory of old, far-off unhappy events
should not be recalled, but it is per
tinent to remark that the troubles in
connection with a man whose name
once stood for all that was stalwart
in Catholicism, did not originate in,
nor were they connected with, any
of the scientific books and papers
of which the late Professor Mivart
was the author, but with those
theological essays which all his
friends must regret that he should
ever have written.

It may not be waste of time briefly
to consider two of the instances
commonly brought up as examples
when the allegation with which we
are dealing is under consideration

First of all let us consider the case
of Gabriel Fallopius who lived t is
very important to note the date
15¢ »2; a Catholic and a church
man. Now 1t is gravely asserted
that Fallopius committed himself to
| misleading views, views which he
| knew to be misleading, because he
thought that he was thereby serving
the interests of the Church. What
he said concerned fossils then be-
ginning to puzzle the scientific
| world of the day. Confronted with
| these objects and living, as he did. in
an unscientific age, when the seven
days of creation were interpreted as
| periods of twenty-four hours each
and the universality of the Noachian
deluge was accepted by everybody, it
| would have been something like a
miracle if he hsd at once fathomed

| the true meaning of the shark's

teeth, elephant’s bones and other
fossil remains which came under his
notice. His idea was that all these
| things were mere concretions * gen
erated by fermentation in the spots
where they were found,” as he very
quaintly and even absurdly put it.
The accusation, however, is not that
Fallopius made a mistake—as many
another man has done—but that he
deliberately expressed an opinion
which he did not hold and did so
| from religious motives. Of course,
| this includes the idea that he knew
| what the real explanation was, for
had he not known it, he could not
| have been guilty of making a false
| statement. There is no evidence
whatever that Fallopius ever had so
much as a suspicion of the real
explanation, nor, it may be added,
had any other man of science for the
century which followed his death.
Then there arose another Catholic

|
|

I churchman, Nicolaus Stensen (1631- | : -
g | too bold hypothesis of the origin of all
| species from a single one, is proof

1686,) who, by the way, ended his
days as a bishop, who did solve the
riddle, giving the answer which we
accept today as correct, and on
whom was conferred by his breth-
ren two hundred years later the
title of “ The Father of Geology.” It
is a little difficult to understand how
the ' unchanging Church ” should
have welcomed, or at least in no way
objected to, Stensen's views when
| the mere entertainment of them by
Fallopius is supposed to have terri-
fied him into silence. But when the

story of Fallopius is mistold, as |

| indicated above, it need hardly be
said that the story of Stensen is
never so much as alluded to. The
real facts of the case are these ;

| Fallopius was one of the most dis-

acquainted with his name because it

is attached to two parts of the

| human body which he first described.,
He made a mistake about fossils, and

that is the plain truth—as we mow |

know, a most absurd mistake, but

| i8 very far from being the only scien
tific man who has made a mistake,
Huxley had a very bad fall over

admit that he was wrong. Curiously
| enough what Huxley thought a liv

ing (thing really w a eoncretion, |

just as what Fallopius thought a
| concretion had been a living thing
Another extremely curious fact is
| that another distinguished man of
!‘_H(:ivn('v-, who lived three hundred
years later than Fallopius and had
all the knowledge which had accu

Among the accusations leveled |

do not really hold, out of a craven |

harmonized with his religion, or, if |

t ; |
tinguished men of science of his day.
Every medical student becomes |

that is all. As we hinted above, he |
| Bupport it. But he does not seem to

Bathybius and was man enough to |
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reinforce
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mulated during that prolific period
to assist him, the late Philip Gosse,
fell into the same pit as Fallopius.,
A8 his son tells us, he wrote a book
to prove that when the sudden act of
creation took place the world came
into existence so constructed as to
bear the appearance of a place which
had for aeons been inhabited by liv
ing things, or, as some of his critics
unkindly put it, “ that God hid the
foesils in the rocks in order to tempt
geologists into infidelity.” Gosse
had the real answer uunder his eve
which Fallopius had not, for the
riddle was unread in the latter -~
Yet Gosse's realls unpardon
able mistake was attributed to him
gelf alone and " Plymouth Brethren
18m,” which was the sect to which he
belonged, was not saddled with it,
nor have the brethren been called
obscurantists because of it.

Of course there is a second string
to the accusation we are dealing
with, If the scientific man did
really express new and perhaps
startling opinions, they would have
been much newer and much more
startling had he not held himself ir
for fear of the Church and said only
about half of what he might have
said. It is the half instead of the
whole loaf of the former acc ation,
Thus, in its notice of Stenss n, the
current issue of the “ Encyclopedia
Britannica” says

1

- Cautiously at
first, for fear of offending orthodox
opinion, but afterwards more boldly
he proclaimed his opinion that these
ohjects (viz., fossils) had once been
parts of living animals.’

"One may feel quite certain that if
Stensen had not been a Catholic
ecclesiastic this notice would have
run—and far more truthfully
' Cautiously at first until he felt
that the facts at his disposal made
his position quite secure and then
more boldly, etc., ete.

What in the ordinary man of
science is caution, becomes coward
ice in the Catholic. We shall find
another example of this in the case
of Buffon (1707-(1788) often cited as
that of a man who believed all that
Darwin believed and one hundred
years before Darwin, and yet was
afraid to say it because of the
Church to which he belonged This
mistake is partly due to that lament
able ignorance of Catholic tea hing,
not to say that lamentable inca
pacity for clear thinking, on
these matters, which afflicts some
non-Catholic writers Let us take
an example from an eminently fairly
wrliten book, in whieh, dealing with
Buffon, the author says: * I cannot
agree with those who think that
Buffon was an out and-out evolu-
tionist, who concealed his opinions
for fear of the Church. No doubt he
did trim his sails, the palpably insin
cere Mais non, il est certain parla
revelation que tous les antmawr ont
egalement participe a la grace de la
creation, following hard upon the

of it.” Of course it is nothing of

the kind, for, whatever Buffon may |

| have meant, and none but himself | 1,4 was converted and when a per-

secution broke out, to safeguard the |

could tell us, it is perfectly clear
that whether creation was mediate
(a8 under transformism considered

| from a Christian point of view it

would be) or immediate, every
created thing would participate in

| the grace of creation, which is just
the point which the writer from |
| whom the quotation has been made

has missed.

The same writer furnishes us with
the real explanation of Buffon's atti
tude when he says that Buffon was
“too sane and matter of fact a
thinker to go much beyond his facts,
and his evolution doctrine remained
always tentative.” Buffon, like
many another man, from St. Augus
tine down to his own times, consid
ered the transformiss explanation of
living fnature. He saw that it uni
ified and simplified the conceptions
of species and that there were cer-
tain facts which seemed strongly to

have thought that they were suffi
cient to establish it and he pute for
ward his views in the tientative
manner which has just been sug
gested,

The fact is that those who father
the accusations with which we have
been dealing either do not know
or scrupulously conceal their ¥nowl
edge that what they proclaim to be

scientific cowardice is really scien. |
tific caution, a thing %0 be lmulod‘

and not to be decried.

OF PROTESTANT
BISHOP
REFUTED BY WELL.-KENOWN
MINISTER CONVERT TO
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Bishop D. 8, Tuttle is the Presid

ing Bishop or head of the Protestant
| Episcopal Church in the United
States of America. He resides in St.
| Louis., At a mid day Lenten sery

ice recently, in the Columbia
Theater, Bishop Tuttle told of St.

the year 300, the Bishop declared the
Christian Church existed in_Britain
a8 early as 200, writes Rev. A, M.
Richey in Western Catholic,

“Some say St. Paul visited Britain.

[ 1t is said some of those present at |
the Day of Pentecost went back |

home and told the story of the
Gospel and perhaps just over the

narrow Strait of Dover from Gaul

into Britain the early missionaries
had come. Anyway, Christianity
was introduced into Britain by the
Year 200, Alban's martyrdom came
from his conversion, after he had
sheltered a Christian British priest,
And when, not more than twenty
years after Alban's death, a council
of Christians was held in France,
three British Bishops attended

"A¥ early as 250 there was a
national British Church, with its
own Bishops, its own prayer book,
its own liturgy, its own national
existenee Then, in the time of
Henry VIII, you will find how it was
that the Church in England, and the
Parliament, and the whole people,
said that the Bishop of Rome had no
more right of dictation to England
than any other foreign Bishop. Jor
thirteen hundred years before éver
Henry VIII, lived. England had gone
on with her Bishops and her lergy
and her prayer book. The Church of
England, in its Reformation, became
simply the old, independent, autono
mous church that it was in the time
of

FICTI(

This sounds very extraordinary

St. Alban and the Catholic Church!

the Reformation and the Protest-
ant Episcopal Church |—The same ?
St. Alban a Protestant | piscopalian ?
Good old Bishop Tuttie a Catholic of
pre-Reformation day Oh no !

One might as 1 \
Benedict XV, is a Jew bec wuse St
Peter was a Jew, or that Saul of Tar
Bus was not a Roman because he
persecuted the.Church of God

L]

The great Catholic St. Paul. aft
his conversion, as we know. was a
great missionary He also spent
years in Rome. He was there asso-
ciated with St Peter, and St
Irenmus says: “It is a matter of
necessity that every church should
conform to this Church founded by
the two most glorious Apostles,
Peter and Paul, at Rome, b cause of
her pre-eminent authority.

It is a fact that St. Alban was con
sidered the first martyr of Britain.
The Britons were mo tly pagans and
persecuted the Church in those days
whenever they could put their hands
on, 1t, much as the British persecuted
the Church in Ireland a hui ired
vears ago, forbidding priests to enter
the country, celebrate Mass or teach
the children they \
martyred some whom they found

nd
doing 80 no more than a bhundred
years ago. And it was the £
the sacrificing priest —in the one
case as in the other, though fifteen
hundred years apart,

Do you think, dear Bishop Tuttle,
that St. Alban and the priest owed
his life to him, St. Patrick and other
British and Celtic Christians of
those early centuries were the same

sort that went over to Ireland not |

many years since and protested
against everything Catholie, forbade
the people to hear Mags, punished
those who taught the children their
catechism and even slew the priest

| whom they discovered offering the

Sacrifice of the Mass ? No, Bishop
Tuttle, you do rot really think that
ancient Catholics and modern Pro-
testants are the same thing.

St. Alban had also been a pagan

priest, as Bede, the early English
historian tells us, Alban disguised
himself in the priest's cloak and

| was apprehended in his stead. He
| was dragged before the judge, |

scourged, and, when he would not
deny his new faith, was condemned
to death, much as some Irish priests
were some years ago by British
authority, Why ? Because these
were Catholic and sacrificing priests
and the others were Protestants who

rebelled against thé very idea of sac- |

rificing priests.

And Bishop Tuttle asks us to

believe that the Protestant Episco
pal Church, or “the Protestant
Church of England established by
law in its Reformation, became
simply the old independent, autono-
mous church that it was in th'e time
of St. Alban.”

"Autonomous Church !" That's

the crux, is it 2—That the focus of |

the grand St. Louis pageant !
Autonomous. Kvery parish is

| autonomous in certain ways, but
suhject to the diocesan Every |
diocese is autonomous within its |

prescribed bounds, but subject to the
Archbishop or Metropolitan Every

Catholic nation or the Catholic |
| hierarchy in each nation are within
prescribed limits autonomous, but |
always subject to the Supreme |
Pontiff at Rome who today as much |

as in the days of Irenmus is looked

} REMARKAI LK CLAIM [ upon as representing the “pre-emin

| ent authority

| There is no doubt that the Catho
i]“' religion wus ' introduced into

Briton at an early date, “some time |

before the martyrdom of St, Alban,”
a8 Bishop Tuttle very logically
| states,
| ISOLATION

It is also true that on acc ount of

‘ the severity of the persecutions they
| Buffered those early English Catho
| lice were compelled to flee to the
1 mountaing When the rule regulat

!lng Easter was fixed in 3927 on |

20,

| account of their isolation they knew |
| Alban and the Church of England, |
| Tracing St, Alban's martyrdom for |
| the Christian faith in England, in

vothing about it, but when St

| those isolated Catholics conformed
| to the established customs of the
Universal Church and were one in
every respect with the Center of
Unity from which they had been
isolated through circumstances over
which they had no control,

THE REAL QUESTION

| But what has all this to do with

|
the Reformation and the l'rnlvhtunti

Episcopal Church ?
These early British were Catholics,
not Protestants ; they had sa rificing
priests, not ministers who protested
against the Sacrifice of the Mass ;
they acknowledged obedience to
Rome, instead of refus ing that obedi
ence—and yet Bishop Tuttle tells us
"The Church of England, in its
Reformation, became simply the old,
independent, autonomous church
that it was in the time of St, Alban.,
It is as difficult for an Episcopal
ian to read history traight as it is
for him to think logic ally or submit
his thought to the guidance of tradi
tion and authority, He is so given
to private Interpretation and  the
influences of preference and preju
dice that he interprets known facts
out of their ‘established relationship
to meet his wishes and private
theories
If one were to question and cross
tion Bishop Tuttle on this
ter as one feels inclined, and
brought in St. Patrick, St. Brig St
Columba and a few other
Saints of the British Isles
X it is quite conceivable
d get the good Bishop s
confused.
But what can one do
There are people who love their
llusions too muech to part with
them,
THE CONVERSION OF ENGLAND

Although there were Christians
and missionaries in pagan Britain
just as there were in pagan Germany

before St. Boniface undertoolk the
great task set him, yet in the one
case as in the other the more prima
uive efforts were abortive and unsuc
cessful, and the conversion of Eng
land dates from the Mission of St.
ugustine and his forty monks in
997 just as the conversion of Ger.
many dates from the Mission of St.
Boniface.

St. Augustine found but very few
Christians in Britain, owing to their
isolation on account of persecution
they had not only been unable to
keep in touch with Christians across
the channel, but had failed to make
any impression on the inhabitants of
Britain.

The few, scattered, disorganized
and persecuted Christians of Brit uin
before St. Augustine’s time could
not be called a National Church in
any sense of the word. To find an
analogy one must transport himself
to the heart of China fifty years ago.
l'here he w see a few isolated
Catholic priests and pe ople cut off
from the great hody of the Faithful
and persecuted unto death. Could
they be called a National Chur h ?
Even today, with nearly two million
Catholics in China, there is scarcely
a national character to the Church
in China such as is to be found in

France, Belgium, Italy, Austria or |

Ireland.
WORK OF ST. AUGUSTINE

of the few early scattered Catholics

of Britain as a National Church. |

They had no national organization,
When St. Augustine arrived in Eng

land they were scattered to the tops |

of mountains for the most part in
| fear of their lives. It was St.
| Augustine who gathered them
| together, enlightened their ignorance
| about Easter and many other matters
‘uud gathered them under his wing,

converting the country in a system-
atic way.

One must distinguish * The

| Church” from the physical property
of the Church. The property of the
| Catholic Church was stolen by Pro

| testants at the Reformation. The

| England is the same as the ancient

church of Britain will never make |
that robbery right nor a falsehood |
the truth, Protestants are not |

Catholics.—Michigan Catholic.
s i

MARY'S BEADS

| There is one harp that any hand can

play,

And from its strings what harmonies |

arise !

There is one song that any mouth
[ can say
| A song that lingers when all singing
dies.

| When on their beads our Mother’s |

children pray,
Immodrtal music charms the grateful
skies,

—Joyce KiLmer
————

The doctrine that enters only into
| the ear is like the repast one takes
in a dream.—Chinese,
Words do ten times more to irri
tate penple than the strongest asts.
Cardinal Manning,
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