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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

IMMORAL LITERATURE - Like 
fais every movement for the good 
both temporal and spiritual of the 
.community, the action of His Grace 
Archbishop Brushesi, on the occasion 
of his official visit, last week, to the 
newly-elected Mayor of Montreal, has 
provoked the most favorable com
ment on all sides. Truly he is the 
good pastor, most watchful over 
his flock, and aver careful of each 
one within the fold. His Grace drew 
attention to the deplorable fact that 
bad literature has found its way into 
the city, and that the civic and re
ligious authorities should combine to 
drive out that hydra of moral cor
ruption from our midst. As a prac
tical result of His Grace’s represen
tations, a bill will be introduced dur
ing the coming session of the Le
gislature dealing with this matten in 
the sense indicated by the Arch
bishop.

It may not be known to any of 
our readers, and we hope that it is 
not, that in certain bookstores —ge
nerally small newsdealers—of this 
city are to be found some of the 
most debasing and corrupt volumes 
that have ever been penned. These 
are the germs of a moral plague 
that is worse than any physical 
plague that ever came from the 
heart of Asia. And yet these books 
«re publicly exposed for sale, and 
are so advertised that tha general 
public is not aware of all the abo
minations hidden under apparently 
indifferent titles. Some time ago 
the writer had occasion to go down 
town on an early morning car. Just 
in front of him sat a young girl 
of about seventeen. She was read
ing a book, that had the appearance 
of a paper-covered novel. She took 
great precautions to hide the cover, 
and she glanced timidly around her 
as if afraid that any one should no
tice what she was reading. The wri
ter would never have paid any .atten
tion to her, or her book, had it 
not been for her evident anxiety to 
hide even the head-lines of the 
pages. His curiosity being thus 
awakened, before Craig street w.as 
reached ha got an opportunity of 
seeing the cover. It was only a 
glance, but that glance revealed the 1 
name of the author. That was 
enough. That young girl was on 
her way to work in some departmen
tal store, or in some such like place 
of employment, and she was utilizing 
the few moments of spare time 
that she had in saturating her soul 
with the most infernal poison that 
the brain of perverted man ever dis
tilled. It was quite easy to see the 
«ud. Unless by some veritable mi- 
racle, that young girl is doomed. 
Bad companions are evil, but such 
* b°ok as that is a million times

Where did she get that work ? She 
fot it here in Montreal. We could 
Almost tell you the store, the street, 
the number. It is this class of li
terature that His Grace aims at, and 
in order to wipe it out, he desires 
that the iron hand of the law should 
fall upon the dealers who import 
and such infamous literature.

It is not necessary that we should 
dictate a sermon upon the evil ef
fects of immoral literature. It affects 

1 8ectione of the community. None 
cre are who can afford to tamper 

*th it. It is a matter that con-
m every honest citizen—Catholic 

“d Protectant, Jew and Gentile—for 
„ “to bound to respect the com- 
.... morDl law end to protect their 
children against a poison that is 
«re to bring them moral death- a 

Of corruption in this world and 
“ of damnation in the next.

British politics - The

tion in Great Britain to-day is not 
unlike that experienced in Canada 
during the early part of this winter: 
the question is, “will there, or will 
there not be a dissolution of Parlia
ment ?" Some pretend that before 
two months the present Parliament 
will be dissolved, to be followed by 
general elections almost at once. 
Othdrs, equally important person
ages, believe that Mr. Balfour will 
hang on as long as he has a com
fortable working majority. Al
though on a recent vote of want of 
confidence the Government had only 
fifty-one of a majority, and despite 
the fact that some recent bye-elec
tions have gone against the admin
istration, still there would seem to 
be a majority of about one hundred 
and twenty in... the House. On a 
small issuev^gst Week the Government 
had only fourteen, anti a turn over 
of only eight votes would have plac
ed in a minority. But that does 
not affect the grand total of the re
presentation in the House to-day. It 
must also be remembered that in the 
vote on Mr. Morley’s amendment, 
quite a large number of the Gov
ernment’s normal supporters voted 
against it.

It was in 1900 that the present 
administration was returned, and it 
has still two years, or rather three 
years, of legal tenure of office. But 
there arc accidents and sudden 
changes that may arise and which 
must be counted with. If you take 
the total vote cast for all the op
position candidates at the bye-elec
tions, held during the past twelve 
months, with the total cast for the 
Ministerialists, we find the former 
much in excess of the latter. The 
reverse was the case in 1900. Should 
corresponding gains be made by the 
Liberals in all the constituencies, 
they might secure a majority of one 
hundred and fifty in tha next Parlia
ment. But in that event, in order 
to secure the stability of their Gov
ernment, the co-operation of the 
Irish Nationalists would be necessary 
That co-operation could only be 
secured by the fulfilment of their for
mer promise to give Ireland Home 
Rule.

Thus, no matter how matters turn, 
whether there is a dissolution or 
not; whether, in case of a dissolu
tion. the Conservatives or the Libe
rals come back to power; whether 
or not their policies are modified^ the 
Irish party, provided it remains unit
ed, has the balance of power in its 
hands. This is the one great hope 
of Redmond and his compact follow
ing. The eecuririg of a Home Rule 
measure, be it from Whig or Tory, 
must be the price of the support that 
either party needs in order to have a 
working majority. The granting of 
that measure will never he an act 
of graceful acknowledgment of a 
right, it will be a concession in face 
of a political necessity. But we do 
not think that the Irish people will 
lose much sleep over the nature of 
the spirit behind such legislation, as 
long as the principle is acknowledg
ed and the legislation is granted. As 
the weeks go past the crisis seems 
to grow mote acute.

PERSONAL.

Mr. James McMahon, well known in 
the ranks of our young Irish Catho
lics, has taken up the business of an 
insurance agent. He is associated 
with the Law, Union and Crown In
surance Company.

Mr. McMahon is active, reliable and 
and deserves to succeed in

■

Ecclesiastical Notes,
OBITUARY—During the month 

that has just elapsed quite a num
ber of rel.gioua have gone to their 
eternal reward, and, as is custom
ary, "La Semaine Religieuse’’ asks 
the faithful to offer up prayers for 
the repose of their souls. Amongst 
other pious and noble souls that 
have gone to their reward are men-

Sister Apalline, (Julia Laurion), of 
the Sisters of Providence, who died 
in Montreal;. Sister Paul Suzuki 
(Melanie Beaudry), of the Sistem of 
the Holy Name, who died at Hocho- 
laga; Sister Marie de la Visitation, 
(Eulalia Ladouceur), of the Sisters 
of Ste. Anne, who died at Lachine; 
Sister Marie-Ethelbert, (Mary Mc
Donald), of the Sisters of Ste. Anne, 
who died at Victoria, B.C.; Sister 
Josephine Dumouchel, of the Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart, who died in 
Montreal; Mother Rachel Turgeon, of 
the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, who died at Sault-au-Recol- 
let; Sister Marie Celina Boucher, 
surnamed Manseau, of the Congrega
tion de Notre Dame, who died in 
Montreal; Sister Sainte Honorate, 
(Marie-Isoade Roy), of the Con
gregation do. Notre Dame, who died 
in Montreal; Sister Sainte aMrie des 
Neigea, (Marie Zelia Dupenre), of 
the Congregation de Notre Dame, 
who died -in Montreal; Sister Marie 
de la Croix, (Delonia Fradette), of 
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, 
who died in Montreal; •

The list is quite a lengthy one, and 
while we know how the live* of 
sacrifice led by these good religious, 
bespeak other lives of happiness here
after, still do they need our prayers 
in their pilgrimage to God, beyond 
the grave.

CONFIRMATIONS —We translate 
from "La Semaine Religieuse" the 
Confirmation itinerary of His Grace 
the Archbishop for the coming spring 
months. It will be well for all those 
interested to note well the dated al>d; 
the hours.

May

St.

The

St.

St.

2— Monday, 3 p.m., St. Gab
riel.

—Monday, 4 p.m., St. Char
les.

—Monday, 7.30 p.m., St.

3— Tuesday, 7.30 a.m., Ho-
chelaga Convent.

—Tuesday, 2.30 p.m., St. 
Bridget’s.

—Tuesday, 4.30 p.m., O. L. 
of Good Counsel.

4— Wednesday, 2.30 p.m., 
Eusebe.

—Wednesday, 4.30 p.m., 
Nativity.

—Wednesday, 7.30 p.m., 
Vincent de Paul.

5— Thursday, 7.30 a.m., 
Anthony’s Academy.

—Thursday, 4 p.m., Sacred 
Heart.

—Thursday, 7.30 p.m., St. 
Peter’s.

6— Friday, 7.20 a.m., Mount
St. Mary.

—Friday, 4 p.m., Notre

—Friday, 7.30 p.m., Ste. 
Helene

7— Saturday, 2.30 p.m., Deaf 
Mutes.

—Saturday, 4 p.m., St. Louis 
de Franca

—Saturday, 7.30 p.m., St.
Grégoire le Thaumaturge.

8— Sunday, 2.30 p.m., N. D. 
de Grace.

—Sunday, 4.30 p.m., N. D. 
des Neiges.

Ireland's Festival 
In

ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY— This 
organization has appointed a com
mittee to make arrangements for the 
celebration of the national festival. 
In thtifvvendng a banquet will be held 
in the Windsor Hotel, when the 
themes, of the orators of the evening 
will be Ireland and Canada. Reports 
indicate that the attendance at the 
banquet will be a large one.

■ST. ANN’S PARISH—The St. 
Ann’s Young Men’s Society will hold 
their celebration in the parish *all 
on Ottawa street. The dramatic sec
tion will stage the patriotic dnama 
of "O’Rourke’s Triumph." Features 
incidental to the performance will be 
Irish music, vocal and instrumental, 
rendered under the able direction of 
Prof. P. J. Shea.

April 7—Thursday, .7.30 a.m.—Villa 
Marie Convent.

(7—Thursday, 5 p.m., Grey 
Nunnery, Guy street.

17—Sunday, 7 a.m., Academy 
of St. Louis de Gonzaque.

—Sunday, 9.30 a.m.. Good 
Shepherds.

—Sunday, 2.30 p.m., Mount 
St. Louis.

—Sunday, 7.30 p.m., St.
Leon of Westmount.

19— Tuesday, 7.30 a.m. —Pen
sionnat Saint Basile.

20— Wednesday, 7.30 a.m., St.
Laurent Convent.

—Wednesday, 11 a.m., Col- j
lege of N.D. des Neiges. j ST. PATRICK’S PARISH—The cld

21— Thursday, 3 p.m. Sacred j parish will commemorate the day
Heart Academy j by holding twe> performances, after-

22— Fridày, 7.30 p.m., Lachine ; noon and evening, in the Windsor
Convent. I Hall. Strikdi g scenes in the histony

24— Sunday, 2.30 p.m., St. Eli > of Ireland will be reproduced by\tho
zabeth. best talent in the parish. The musi-

—Sunday, 4 p.m., St. Henri, j cal arrangements are under the di- 
—Sunday, 7.30 p.m.. St. j rection of Prof. J. A. Fowler. 

Joseph. Rev. Dr. Luke Callaghan, to whom
25— Monday, 3 p.m., N. D. des the pastor has entrusted the manaigc-

Sept Douleurs. | ment of the details» of the célébra-

The War
At the begiining of the Veck the 

repontsi from .Port Arthur stated :
Gen. Stoessel, commander of the 

garrison here, has issued a general 
order directing the attention of the 
troops and inhabitants to the fact 
that the Japanese intend to land 
and seize the fortress. ' The general 
says that the Japanese consider the 
seizure of Port Arthur to be a ques
tion of national honor, and from 
their obstinate attacks and bom
bardments of the forts and bays he 
can only conclude that the Japanese 
will make every effort to capture the 
fortress, failing which they will de
stroy the railroad and withdraw.

"The enemy, however," proceeds 
the general order, "is mistaken. Our 
troops know, and the inhabitants are 
herewith informed by me that we 
will not yield. We must fight to 
the finish, as I, the commandant, will 
never give* an order to surrender. I 
bring this to the notice of those less 
daring, and call on all to become con
vinced of the necessity of lighting to 
the death. Those who leave with
out fighting will nut save thqmselves 
There is no way out. On throe sides 
there is the sen, and on the fourth 
will be the enemy. There is no 
means of escape except by fighting.1’

Notwithstanding the heavy gale 
which is blowing, the lights of Japa
nese scouting vessels were visible in 
the ofling during the night.

Liauyang, Manchuria, February 29 
—Foreigners living at Yingkow say 
that the Japanese fleet, has received 
orders to attack and capture Port 
Arthur on March 1 at all costs.

Gen. Mishtchenko, with a detach
ment of mounted Cossacks, has reach
ed Kasnnja, Korea, and is expected 
to arrive at Ichio Yang to-dtiy. Ilis 
men and horses are in good condit ion 
and lie is well supplied with provi
sions. The Korean officials are flee
ing from the places traversed and 
are informing the Japanese of the 
approach of the Russians. The Cos
sacks have seized the telegraph line 
in Northern Korea.

A Japanese Major, Togo Tazusiro, 
and five men, who were captured by 
Cossacks at Wiju, have been brought 
to Liauyang.

The concentration of Chinese troops 
westward of Mukden, in the district 
of Gubantsa, is not relished by the 
Russians. Wat* material Is being 
brought up. and the militia posts 
have been strengthened. It is doubt
ed whether the attitude of the popu
lation can be relied upon. The peo
ple at several points refuse to sell 
produce to the Russians.

Snowstorms are raging here and 
the frost is intense. The railroad is 
working perfectly, and troops are ar
riving uninterruptdly. Thair health 
and spirits ore excellent.

boat Sivautch has been cut off; this 
would indicate that she is baing dis
mantled, but otherwise she would 
appear to be clearing for action.

On account of the impossibility of 
defending the coast of New Chwang 
until such time as a thaw permits 
the construction of entrenchments 
and forts, the Russians have prepar
ed to retire up the main railroad 
line. There are practically no de
fences here, and alt hough the shifting 
and reshifting of troops and artillery 
to the small forts at the mouth of 
the Liao river has an appearance of 
an intention to defend New Chwang, 
the military authorities depend upon 
an island engagement to put a stop 
to the Japanese advance.

As far as is yet kmown, the only 
plans decided upon are, fVrst, that 
General Kuropatkin’s headquarters 
ore to be at Mukden; Viceroy Alex- 
ielT proposes to remain at Mukden in
definitely, as that city is the centre 
of the Chinese administration, and 
has a vice-royal bureau; Second, that 
the plain west of Tashihschiao, which 
is almost impossible to defend, will 
be held if possible on account of the 
railway connecting with Port Ar
thur; thirdly, llai-Cliing and Liao- 
Yang arc the extreme limits to which 
troops will be withdrawn, on ac
count of the exposure of the rail
road at these points.

That the Japanese will arrive be
fore a thaw permits the construct!ort 
of defences is thought here to be prac
tically certain. It would appear 
also that the authorities expect Port 
Arthur to be besieged.

Sir Robert Hart, director of Chi
nese Imperial maritime customs, aften 
sounding Russian opinion in the mat
ter. has ordered the Chinese customs 
lightship and the channel buoy to bo 
placed at the river mouth ns usual. 
This stop, however, has no effect 
upon the neutralization of New- 
Chwang.

May

—Monday, 3 p.m., Con. of 
St. Paul.

26— Tuesday, 3 p.m., St. Val
ler.

—Tuesday, 4.30 p.m., St. 
Michel.

—Tuesday, 7.10 p.m., St. 
Jean-Bap tiste.

27— Wednesday, 3 p.m., St. 
Jacques.

—Wednesday, 5 p.m., Refor
matory.

—Wednesday, 7.30 p.m., St. 
Patrick’s.

28— Thursday, 4 p.m., St. Cu- 
negonde.

—Thursday, 7.30 p.m., St. 
Anthony’s.

29— Friday, 3 p.m., St. John 
of the Cross.

—Friday, 4.80 p.m., N. D.
du Saint Rosario.

—Friday, 7.10 p.m., St. Ed. 
ward.

80—Saturday, 8.30 a.m., Holy 
Name of Jesus.

—Saturday, 11 a.m., Lon- 
gueuil.

1—Sunday, 8 a.m., Cathedral. 
—Sunday, 2.30 p.m., St.

Denis.
—Sunday, 4.80 p.m., Infant

Jesus.

tion, is sparing no effort to make it 
a grand success.

ST. MARY’S PARISH—This pa
rish will hold an entertainment in 
the evening. Arrangements are now 
in progress.

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH — The 
young people of the parish will hold 

! their first annual celebration this 
! year. v

INCOME OF CLERGY.

A Roman paper states that a cir
cular has been sent from the Vicari
ate to all the priests in Rome re
quiring them to state their ago, resi
dence, native diocese, occupation and 
income. It is reported that the Pope 
has decided that no priest’s revenue 
is to exceed £240 annually, and that 
these provisions are but the prelude 
to a most important announcement 
which will affect the clergy of the 
whole world .—Liverpool Catholic 
Times.

Chefoo, Feb. 20—The Twe twenty 
ninth Japanese Infantry, occupying 
Ping Yang, midway between Seoul 
and the Y’alu River, on Sunday, met 
a body of Russian cavalry scouts to 
the north of Ping Yang and drove 
them back.

It is estimated that 60,000 Japa
nese troops have landed at Chemul
po. The transports are now not 
escorted by war vessels.

The Japanese sailors who manned 
the merchant vessels which were sunk 
at Port Arthur, on landing here 
shaved their heads as a mark of the 
disgrace they felt at the failure of 
the project. The crew of the J insen 
Maru wrote their names on the fore
most flag, which remained above 
water when the ship went down.

A despatch from New Chwang, pub
lished in the Gazette on Friday, in 
referring to the plans of Russians to 
meet the enemy, says :

The Russo-Chinese Bank is closing 
preparatory to removing to Mukden. 
Women and children are preparing to 
leave here in anticipation of the ar
rival of the Japanese fleet, which is 
expected when the river opens, pro
bably a fortnight hence#.

The United States gunboat Helena 
and the British cruiser Espiegle are 
making preparations to leave the 
drydocks in a week's time.

The main mast of the Russian gun-

St. Petersburg, March 3.—Since tho 
disappearance of tho Japanese fleet 
fvom before Port Arthur the Russians 
have been awaiting anxiously for the 
next move oi the Japanese on sea. 
There is an inclination here to be
lieve that the Japanese have been 
discouraged by tho failure of their 
attacks, and perhaps by losses they 
have not announced.

It is evident even from the meagre 
information regarding the Russian 
dispositions in Northern Corea that 
tho plan for checking the Japanese 
land advance is perfected, and that 
heavy reserves are being brought up 
to the Y’alu river.

Every energy of the authorities is 
now directed to prevent a blockade 
on the Siberian railroad. Twenty 
now sidings, each of 2200 feet, aro 
being erected. . Owing to the heavy 
movement of rolling stock, carrying 
reinforcements, war munitions and 
commissary stores eastward, there is 
great danger that in bringing back 
the empty cans the whole line may 
be stopped. With the sidinjgs now 
building the authorities hope to be 
able to keep the line cleaY, and to 
send (down trains in each direction 
(foily.

Mail advices from Siberia say that 
the army reserve men from the rural 
districts scorn to be much more anxi
ous to go to tho front tlian the 
townsmen. Many of the latter are 
presenting physicians' certificates of 
illness.

Tho Government bank balance of 
March 1 showed a decrease of only 
$4,000,000. The gold in hand 
amounted to $456,000.000.

THE PROFESSOR'S DILEMMA,
Chicago professorships pay well, 

but they are not entirely beds of 
roses. Bernis had to go, and he al
ways insisted that it,was on account 
of his attacks on corporations, the 
sources of Rockefeller’s greatness. 
Triggs will have to go in July, and 
he is the man who declared Rock», 
feller to be greater than Shakes
peare. What is the professor to do 
if the men who flatter the founder 
aiw those who attack his business 
are in equal danger ? If these re* 
movals shall suggest to the members 
of the faculty the propriety of con
fining thçmsclves- to their duties and 
mixing common sense with the.r j 
learning, they will have a good ef
fect on the University.—Philadelphia,, - 
Record. f


