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open mind on the subject, and time will tell what
he proposes to do about it, and whether in  his
judgment the service to be rendered would justify

the great expense involved. The ** Farmer’s Ad-

’

vocate believes that the business of the Tostal
Department is not to accumulate surpluses, but
to give the people cheap and efficient mail ser-
vice. Judged by the Indemnity Bill, ete., there
should be no lack of funds for such purposes

Now, there are manv communities in  every
Province receiving but a semi weeklyv or thrice-a
week mail, and in our judgment the surplus would
vo further and do more good, beneliting especially
those whose interests have hitherto been neglect
od, if applied in the direction of providing every
rural post oflice with a regular daily ol rather
than in a half-hecarted attempt at free delivery to
farmers’ homes

While the country will not regard it as a bhad
sign that Mr. Aylesworth is cautious in making
promises, we shall be rather more exacting in
expecting him to keep them, and while in many
respects he will find in his predecessor a worthy
example, 1 others we shall expect hmprovement
and particularly in respect to the notorious star-

vation of the mail service in rural districts

II' YOU WANT T0 SELIL, YOUR FARM, WHY
DON'T YOU LET THE FARMERS OF CANADA
KNOW IT ? OUR ‘“* WANT AND FOR SALE "’
ADS. ARE READ EVERY WEEK IN OVER
30,000 FARM HOMES. THAT MIEANS ABOUT

150,000 READERS. THEY'RE THE BEST
FARMERS IN CANADA, TOO SOME OF

THEM ARE SURE TO BUY IF YOU TELL
THEM ABOUT YOUR FARM. SEE TERMS
UNDER HEADING, “ WANT AND FOR SALI"™
IN THIS PAPER, AND SEND IN YOUR AD-
VERTISEMENT AT ONCE TO THE FARMER'S
ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE, TLONDON

(OON'T,

THRE FARMER'S

HORSES.
Care of Harness and Vehicles.

That the life and appcarance of and the satis-
factory service given by harness and vchicles de-
pend greatly upon the carc and attention they re-

ceive, is a fact that none will deny. At the
same time one is astonished at the utter want of
care these articles receive in many cases. This

want of care is noticed more in the common,
everyday work harness, etc., than in the harness
and rigs of better class that are used only on
special occasions. In order that the best and
most satisfactory service may be got from a set
of harness, whether it be plow, wagon, carriage
or other harness, it is necessary that such be
cared for by some sort of systemn. A periodical
supply of oil must be given, in order to keep
the leather pliable and comfortable for the horses,
as well as for the teamster The oil that is in
the leather when the harness is new soon escapes
and the leather becomes dry and cracks, un
less fresh oil is supplied Harness that is in
dailv use should be oiled at least once in three
months, and the method of oiling should be thor
ough While the application of oil under mostly
any circumstances is better than none at all, the
best results can be obtained only when the leather
1s properly preparcd The harness should be
taken to pieces, every strap unbuckled and put
into a tub of warm water—not hot water, as this
practicallv burns leather and renders it useless
After soaking until all dirt is softened. say an
hour or two, each strap should be well rubbed
with a sponge or cloth, and, if necessary, a dull
knife used to scrape the dirt off, and then hung
up in a moderately warm place to dry. It
should not be hung close to a stove or other arti-
ficial heat where it will dry quickly This proc-
©ss should be slow In warm weather the tem-
nerature of an ordinary building is sufficient, hut
in cold weather it is not When almost dry it
should be given a thorough coat of oil There is
probably no oil more suitable for this purpose
than neat's-foot oil, the addition to which of a
small quantity of lampblack improves the an
pearance of the leather. Oil manufactured for
the purnose. and called harness oil. is kent  for
sale hv most harnessmakers and hardware dealers
This is a composition, and usuallv gives good
satisfaction After being oiled the strans should
be again hung in a moderately warmn place.  and
the oil allowed to gradually penctrate the leather
without evaporation, which will occur if the tem
perature he too high One coat is usuallv sufli
cient for harness that has had nroner attention
but if the leather absorbs it readilvy and  «till
looks drv. a second or even a third coat 1av bhe
necessary After a few hours all unabsorbed oil
should be rubbed off and the harness put toecether
If it is desired to have the harness look well it
shonld now he given a coat of harness dressine
which can he purchased from the dealers men
tioned This rives a eloss to the leather  and
tends to prevent the evanoration of the oil An
other preparation that can be purchased from
harnessmakers. ete., is harness soan This can
he aonlied in a short time with a sponee without
takine the harness to pieces and. if reeulariy
done. sav weeklyv, it keens the harness lookine
well all the time and containing o nereentaoe  of
oil. it keens the Teather nliahle. and harneec that
is soaned rerularlyv does not reanire ol cn ofton
as a set that is not The huekles and all narte
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compartment removed from these influences, !
where this is not expedient a closet (not a duri:
or damp one) should be used, if possible.

As regards vehicles, they, of course, should i
kept under cover when not in use. They shouiid
be kept as clean as possible, as the paint is iy
jured by allowing mud or other dirt to remain
on them for a long time. They should be ki
well painted, not only that they may look bett
but they last much longer, as the paint prevints
the admission of water into the joints, hubs, ris
runners, etc., etc. The owners can purchase piro
pared paint, prepared especially for the purpo-..
from the hardware merchant and apply it himself
to his common vehicles once everv year It g
probable he will want a better job made on his
bueev or carriage, and if so he should get his
carriage-builder to do it. So far as practical
purposes are concerned, probably his own ioh is
lust as good, but does not look so well: hut
cither should be done regularly, possibly not
vearly in all cases, but so soon as the wood on
any part of the vehicle begins to show.

Wheeled rigs should, of course, be oiled reon
larlv The ordinary method of oiling rigs. viz
taking the wheel partiallv or wholly off the arm
putting a more or less plentiful supnlyv of oil or
grease on and replacing the wheel, is hoth dirty
and slovenly It pavs to take a little more time
at this job. The axle should be iacked up. the
wheel removed, and, with a cloth, all oil or egrease
should be rubbed off the arm and axle. if anv he
there The same should be done to the huh and
the nut in fact, all old grease, no matter where
it is.should be removed, then a little fresh ap
plied—a little is as good as a pint—and the wheel
put on. If this care is taken, there will never
be an accumulation of dirtv, hlack oil or orease,
mixed with dust, hay seeds and other dirt. on the
hub, to soil anv and everv thing that comes in
contact with it, as is so often seen. not onlv on
heavy wacons, but on bueeies and carriaces  The
hubs. nuts, ete.. of a vehicle should at all fimes
be free from such an accumulation. and it re
ouires little time and attention to keep them so
Of course, in licht rigs it is necessarv 1o keep
the arms and nuts supnlied with washers  of the
nroper size. and to keen all nuts well tiehtened
In order to vrevent noise or rattle and keen the
ric from going to pieces “WHIP

Scarcitv of Draft Mares.
Anoexpert dealer havine a commission to pur
chase a score of heavv-draft
vears old

mares four to six
after scouring the countrv for hun

drede of miles. writeg -

I found that there is a great  scarcitv  of
mares of the aces most desirable for immediate
ee—four. five  and six-vear-olds—and that there
IS a noticeable lack of size evervwhere Two

and three-vear-olds  there were in plentv, and
anite a few aged horses - vearlinegs, also. were
mueh in evidence, but if the svstem of workine
voungsters is carried out there will be a still
creater scarcitv of sound ones bv the time these
oet to a  serviceable age Qualitv is another
thine that is verv scarce. and in all my trips T
did not see a dozen (or anv six) that were high
class. and of these three were in one stahble, pre
sided over bv a man who is prominentlv  con
nected with the show-ring husiness

There ap-
nears to he more

_ “class " and qualitv among
the stallions than the mares. and it would take

considerabhle time to buv a bhand of a dazon
mares. fonr to seven vears old. sound of hieh
crade and  good  color bavs or hrowne The
present searcitv of voune mares means that the
"Wao o and three-vear-olds now in the country xwill
lve s in as soon as thev come to a corvieeahle
Ve and there apnears ta he A sure market  at
coad  mrices fope hicrh-analityv  haorees for several

1" taor come i is virtnallv imnnecihle to eet
it hine ot all. unlese it is auite old or un=ound

National Horse Records.
Wi have recoived the fn]]n\\'ing from the office

of the Canadian National Live-stock Records, Ot

fawa Seercvtary Tlenry Wade, of the Cana-
dicen Haorse-hreedorg” Association has been re-
anested by the Canadian T.ive-stog k Commissioner
i M‘H‘Y A reaister for Thoroughhred, Trotting
nd Pacineg hopa Mro Wade’s idea is to work
Vith the Ameriean Studhook and the Trotting and
\| e Yearhool Tn other words he does not
\" y Y‘\{\ 'v! up a Canadian 4\'\‘1”!””\4»[\ for
b ' it will <tart a register for them
I Teche hoped that Mr. Wade will hoe supported
1l aven for hrine it to as successful  an
.M had olreade done with the registra-
i ’v‘ orn. Avrechire and other hreeds of
“» "\'; { ,( Ivde. Shire and  Tlackney
( throneh Seerctary Frazer
o “Prre s rewister of foals in Ontario
’K" IR to embrace a wider area
1 vl f Canada Tt is a very
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