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REVIEW SECTION.

L—USES OF SCIENTIFIC STUDIES TO THE PREACHER.
By Cuarces F. Deems, D.D., Pastor or Tue CHURCH OF THE
STRANGERS, NEW YORK

BeForE materials are selected it is important to have a clear idea
of what is to bé built. Defore discussing the value to the preacher
of any particular kind of study it seems proper to make for ourselves
a clear idea of what the real functions of a Christian preacher are,

Perhaps we shall agree upon this: The office of a preacher of the
Gospel is to set before his hearers, in such ways as shall be persuasive
of their authoritative truth, the doctrines of the Holy Scriptures, so
that those doctrines shall become to his hearers a sure basis of spirit-
ual experience and moral living. In order to do this in a truly manly
end eflicient way, the preacher must have for himself a profound con-
viction of the truth and value of these doctrines. That presupposes a
knowledge of those doctrines. But knowledge is the persuasion of
the truth of any proposition upon proper evidence. The ordinary
Christian may be happy and useful in the belief of many a truth
which he cannot teach. He may be a blessed disciple without being
a useful apostle. But the preacher is sent forth to “disciple afl na-
tions.” It is not sufficient that he has the conscious experience of
being able to see the glory of God shining in the face of Jesus; but
he must be able to turn the eyes of his fellow-men toward that glory,
8o that they may partake of the splendid vision,

Science is knowledge systematized. Nothing can be claimed as
science which is not known. Belief is one thing; knowledge is an-
other. Any one smallest fact in the universe can be as well known
as any number of the most important truths. But science has no field
until there exists an amount of knowledge sufficient to be made into
a system. The apostles knew the fact of the crucifixion of their




