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the reader. In brief, it was arranged that the 
valid rights of each seigneur should be trans­
lated by special commissioners into an annual 
money rental, and that the habitants should pay 
this annual sum. The seigneur was required 
to pay no quit-rent to the public treasury. 
What he would have paid, by reason of getting 
his own lands into freehold, was applied pro 
rata to the reduction of the annual rentals 
payable by the habitants. It was arranged, 
furthermore, that any habitant might com­
mute this yearly rental by paying his seigneur 
a lump sum such as would represent his rent 
capitalized at the rate of six per cent.

The whole undertaking was difficult and 
complicated. A great many perplexing ques­
tions arose, and a special court had to be 
created to deal with them.1 On the whole, 
however, the commissioners performed their 
tasks carefully and without causing undue 
friction. Class prejudice was strong, and by 
most of the seigneurs the whole scheme was

1 This court was constituted of four judges of the Court of the 
Queen's Bench and nine judges of the Superior Court of Lower 
Canada, as follows : Sir Louis H. La Fontaine, Chief Justice ; 
Justices Duval, Aylwin, and Caron of the Court of the Queen’s 
Bench ; the Hon. Edward Bowen, Chief Justice ; Justices Morin, 
Mondelet, Vanfelson, Day, Smith, Meredith, Short, and Badgley 
of the Superior Court.


