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were sent, uot to the leglslatni'o. but to the

courts, aud the Judicial Conuuittee of the

Privy Couucil.

Mr SPROUl.K. 1 read the discussion a ;

fo'w days ago. The couteiuioii is that the
;

courts of justice oiler uo redress aud, there-

Um\ the people have lo come here tor re-

dress, aud Ihat the British North America

\ct couteuiplated that we should coiue here

for rcdriss. But the uuderslaudiug, as ex-

pressed by Sir Johu Macdonald, was that

YOU uiust go baclv to your own legislature,

aid if v.)u do uot obtain relict there, tlicu

appeal to the electors, because they can put

out the mendjers of the legislature ;
but, m

Sir .lohu Macdouald's opinion, we haU no

right to interfere. I read the debate iu tins

wav, and I am in the judgment of those who

have read it as v\'ell as myself.
.„ , „.

Will Manitoba settle this question if lett

•done ' I believe, if Manitoba Vv-ere left

alone Fhe would ultimately settle it ;
per-

h'lps llie minority would not got all they

expect or claim, but the province would

=otile it as satisfactorily as it was settled

ill New Bruuswiclv, Prince Edward Island.

Nova Scotia, and the other provijices. I

iiave sulli''ient respect for the judgment and

f-iirnes'^i of the people of that great conn-

trv niaiiv nf whom went there from On-

tnrio aud Ouobec, to believe that they do

not want to act unfairly to any of the peo-

ple there, and If left alone they would set-

tle the question in a way that would be

satisfactory to the minority after a time.

'VhK minority are talcing advantagi> of the

law wliich exists there to-day. and I find

tliev arc bringing the schools uiidin- the con-

trol of the law in increasing numbers every

year. I have, therefore, the right to assume

that not very great dissatisfaction exists

tliere.
, , , „ ,

Who are clamouring for this law .' Are

the people of Manitoba clamouring for it V

It is true that a largely signed petition has

been sent here asking for the change, and

I cannot shut my eyes to that fact ; but it

was got up. I am credibly informed, by the

lii(M'archv. and was signed by people who
were asked to sign it, and tliey sent down
the pelltion. This was ; n right. But the

greater clamour comes from tlie province of

Ouebec, mtiny of whose people know little

ot the situation, whether separate schools

joined with national schools can be work-

ed or not. They are forcing the issue, and
they are the party who are forcing the figlit

on tlie situation to-day. I do not believe.

If thev knew the situation as well as the

people there do, if they knew the dilttculties

that Manitoba has to contend with, they

would fight strongly and Insist so vigor-

ouslv in forcing on an unwilling people a

measure that is not desired there, and

compel them to restore the school system

which was abolished because it did not suit

them. . ,,

,

. .

There are some features of this contest

that attract my attention at the present

time, and which must attract public atten-

tion. One is the voice of the bishops aud

clergy on the question. We all understand

that it is a serious ofCence to interfere with

the rights of a member of Parliament In

the discliarge of his legislative duties or- to

intimidate him. Tliose of us who know any-

thing about the Roman Catholic religion,

are aware that it is a very serious thing to

take away from any member of that church

the rights of the church, to tell a man who
believes that through that church alone he

can find salvation, tliat the ecclesiastical

authorities will taiie away from him the

i-i"lits of the church. I believe it to be a

ve'rv serious threat when you tell any man
discharging his duties as a member of I ar-

liament. or is about to go back to the elect-

ors for endorsation or otherwise, that if

vou do so and so the church will declare you

to be no longer a Roman Catholic. I have

here a slatement which was put out a few

davs ago. and it seems to me a very serious

matter with respect to Roman Catholics In

this House. I am sorry to mention it. and

I do uot do it for the purpose of creating

any feeling, because 1 know it may make

some lion, members who are Roman Catho-

lics feel that I am doing what I should not,

as a Protestant do, iu speaking of it. But

I 'only speak of it because of the sentimejits

enunciated bv t. - leader of the Opposition

the other night. That hon. gentleman said:

U'l'ile 1 love my church and revere my
church, and respect my church, yet in

the discharge of my duty as a I^ilierai

in this House, following the principles

of Liberalism as enunciated, known

and carried out by the great Reformers of

tlie British Empire, 1 refuse to be control-

led in the discharge of my duty even by my
church, because i regard it as the first duty

of a member of Parliament to do his duty

to the state, and while 1 am unwilling to

come into conflict with my church, I be-

lieve I know tlio situation better than they

do • I do not regard it as offensive liecause

tlie'v imagine they ra-c right in doing so ;

and I think they are rather objects tor

sympathy than otherwise. Father La-

combe a very respectable missionary—I do

not blame him for his- utterance, because

he thouglit he was doing riglit. and doing

what he conceived to be his duty-declared

that no man who opposed this Remedial

Bill would be regarded as a Catholic. He
said :

If, which may God not grant, you do not be-

lieve It to bo your duty to accede to our just

demands, and that tlie Government, which is

anxious to give us the promised law, be beaten

aud overthrown while keeping firm to the end ol

the struggle, I Inform you, with regret, that the

Episcopacy, like one man, united to the clergy,

will rise to support those who may have fallen

to defend us.

Archbishop Langevln of St. Boniface

, has stated his views In these words :

It has been said, falsely, that the Cathollo

hierarchy in this Dominion of ours Is to settle


