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world mastery in 1942. At the moment, they are aiming at uniting
their forces in a manner which will give them control of the strategic
lines of communication in the whole eastern hemisphere.

Mounting Dangers to Canada from East and West

In the British Commonwealth of Nations, Canada and South
Africa are the only countries not immediately subject to attack.
Does anyone imagine that if the aggressor nations are successful in
the present areas of conflict, they will leave the western hemisphere
alone? Is anyone so blind as to believe that already they have not
cast their covetous eyes upon the vast territory and resources of
our own Dominion? Off our own Atlantic coasts and those of the
United States, enemy U-boats have been destroying shipping at an
alarming rate. There are strong reasons for believing that Germany
hopes, in the course of the next few months, to be able by means of
a great naval offensive on the Atlantic, to cut the sea lanes between
North America and Britain, and to cripple the merchant fleets of
Britain and the United States. Japan has a similar aim on the
Pacific.. These offensives may come at any time. One thing is
perfectly certain. If the enemy is not kept at bay on the oceans,
and defeated beyond the waters of the Atlantic and the Pacific, the
final battles of the world conflict will be fought in the waters and
upon the soil of Canada and the United States.

Here surely is the most powerful of reasons why every effort
should be made, as it is being made, alike by the United States and
Canada, to help the other united nations to engage the enemy and
try to defeat him where he is to be found to-day. We cannot defend
our country and save our homes and families by waiting at home
for the enemy to attack us. Every country that has stood behind
its own defences in this war has sooner or later been attacked. To
remain on the defensive is the surest way to bring the war to Canada.
Of course, we should look to our defences; we should protect our
coasts; we should strengthen our ports and our cities against attack.
But we must also take our full part in the combat; we must go out
to meet the enemy before he reaches our shores; we must, if we can,
defeat him before he attacks us, before our cities are laid waste and
before the women and children of Canada are injured or killed in
our streets and our homes.

Canada Fighting to Preserve Freedom and her own Existence

It is unfortunate that so many have come to think of Canada’s
war effort as aid for other countries. In reality, it is much more
than that. Every sailor, every soldier, every airman in Canada’s
forces, wherever they serve; every ship, every gun, every plane we
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manufacture, regardless of the forces that use them; the food we
supply to our allies; all these may be aid to other countries against a
common enemy, but are equally a contribution to the defence of
Canada. Let no one tell you that Canada is in this war to uphold
any selfish cause of empire. It is not true. We are fighting to
preserve our freedom and our national existence, to defend our homes
and families, from an enemy drawing ever nearer. We would do
well to remember that, against the piratical ambitions of Germany
and Japan alike, the one sure shield of defence is actual combat in
the front line of battle. whether on land, at sea or in the air.

Mutual Defence and Mutual Aid

Here is the strongest of reasons why no excuse should remain
for anyone to say that because of a restriction upon the exercise by
the government of its full powers, Canada’s war effort is not all it
might be. Should the day come—and it may come soon—when
Canada is faced with attack, and we need help from the United States
or Britain or any of the United Nations, how would we feel if we
thought their governments were restricted in their power to aid
Canada? We would do well, I think, not to permit any misunder-
standing to arise in other countries as to our readiness to do our
full part in the struggle we are all fighting together.

Aggression has followed aggression with such speed in so many
parts of the world that no one can now predict what new areas the
war may reach next year, next month or next week. Danger
threatens us from the east and from the west. It is in the face of
this peril that for the defence of our freedom and of our country,
the government asks you to give it a free hand.




