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NATIONAL EXPERIMENTATION
Student guinea pigs at Dal

By JEAN KRYSZEK
Gazette News Writer
Dalhousie freshmen
were guinea pigs in a
nation - wide experi-
ment on Tuesday, Oct-
ober 6. Dalhousie was
one of the six major
Canadian Universities
taking part. The ex-
periment, consisting
of aptitude and achiev-
ement tests, was
sponsored by the Nat-
ional Conference of
Colleges and Univer-
sities of Canada, Some
similiar experiments
had already been car-
ried on at McGill. The
universities were sel-

ected because
provided the best
available cross sec-
tion of Canadian stu-
dents.

Roger H, Black, Dalhousie
Professor of Education, said that
the tests began in the United
States. In 1947, he said, three
American groups (the American
Council on Education, the Car-
negie Institute for the Advance-
ment of Teaching, and the College
Entrance Board) joined, to forma
non-profit organization, the Ed-
ucational Testing Service., A
number of objective tests de-
signed to test both the student’s
aptitude and achievement were
developed, tested, and found ef-
fective.

Now Canada finds herself in a
position similar to that of the
United States in 1947; her univer-
sities are faced with the same
rapidly expanding enrollment.
This means that an effective
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HOW INCO HELPED MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO STORE SUPER-COLD LIQUID OXYGEN
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Liquid oxygen is the main fuel component
for propulsion of some of the giant rockets
that lift satellites and capsules into space.
Liquid oxygen, or LOX, is stored at minus
297°F. Previously, economical storage was
hindered by the lack of a tough, low-cost,
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low-temperature steel. Inco research devel-
oped the 9% nickel steel to answer this re-
quirement. This development was another
example of Inco’s continuing research con-
tribution which, for some sixty years, has
led to improved techniques and products.
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method of screening prospective
students must be found. Up until
now, entrance requirements have
generally been based on marks.
However, matriculation stan-
dards vary considerably from
province to province, The intro-
duction of Student Aptitude and
Achievement Tests will provide
an effective and uniform method
of screening students across
Canada,

Dalhousie students were con-
fronted in the morning withthree
hours of multiple choice ques-
tions in an aptitude test, During
the afternoon, all students wrote

Promote
Science spiril.

Over 150 Science students at-
tended the first meeting of the
Science Society, September 29th,

Khoo Teng Lek, President of
the society, spoke of the objec-
tives which he hoped would pro-
mote ‘‘science spirit’’ — spon-
sorship of social activities, and
the provision for a framework of
scientific extracurricular activi-
ties, The society will establish
and finance clubs, opento all stu-
dents, in the Physics, Chemistry,
and Mathematics Departments.

The annual Science party was
on October the 2nd, Preparations
are now underway forthe Science
Ball to be heldonNovember 13th,
Throughout the termthere will be
seminars, panel discussions and
speakers, The society will pub-
lish a magazine and newsletter,
make tours of local industries and
continue to participate inathletic
activities on campus, It will also
present several films at the next
meeting.

Koo said that he hoped there
would be programs to satisfy the
interests of all the students.

“Of course’, said the Presi-
dent, ‘‘the success or failure of
the society’s programs depends
on the co-operation of its mem-
bers, and upon their making their
interests known to the Executive,

A successful year is assured if
the present spirit prevails dur-
ing the coming seven months’.

multiple choice questions and
two achievement tests: the
English compulsory, and the
other chosen from several
foreign languages, several sci-
ences, and mathematics,

Writing the tests is only the
beginning. Careful note is made
of the individual student’s scores
on the tests, and his actual prog-
ress through college is carefully
watched, 1f students who make
below a certain score on the
tests also do poorly in univer-
sity, that score will be made the
minimum entrance requirements
to college. Then prospective stu-
dents will probably write tests
similar to the American ones
used in the experiments, but ad-
apted to Canadian needs, How-
ever, if the experiment shows that
student’s test scores seldom in-
dicate their college achieve-
ments, or the tests are found
financially unfeasible, then
another standard or requirement
for college entrance will have to
be found,

Some may think that suchtests
will make college entrance “im=
personal’’ . Professor Black in-
sists that the tests are no more
impersonal than the hundreds of
forms that the registrar has to
sort out, He said they at least
provide an efficient and uniform
standard for all students,

Graduate students in Canada
who want to attend university
in the US, must take the U S
Admission Tests, While these-
tests are available at the Dal-
housie Education Department,
they are not necessary for stu-
dents intending to take post-gra-
duate courses at Dalhousie, The
graduate admission tests are not
connected with the experimental
freshman tests,

It looks as though North Amer-
icans will soon be among the
most tried and tested people in
the world.
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Sometimes a man can do in a
minute what in other circum-
stances would take a year,

— William Feather

Welfare, General Administration, Public Relations, Economics,

o w
g CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 3
-

% with the E’,’

= g
% * GOVERNMENT OF CANADA
5 for university graduates of ALL faculties including =
(2 Arts, Economics, Commerce, Science, Law E—
: 5
_%” as &
E JUNIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
g
(<% and

FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS
&
&
z STARTING SALARIES
g $405 to $505 A MONTH
O Depending Upon Qualifications
£ EXAMINATION PROGRAMME
0
£  OCTOBER 21, 7 p.m. - ALL CANDIDATES - Objective Test

written language test,

omputer Programming,

o UNIVERSITY

OCTOBER 22, 7 p.m. -

FOREIGN SERVICE CANDIDATES - Essay paper and,
for those with a knowledge of French, a

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS SEE YOUR
PLACEMENT OFFICER

SpouPIN ¥ uoneziuesip ‘Suturelrl, jjels ‘voneaStww] ‘speay




