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MORE people are studying *'the baby question" to-

day than ever before ini the bistory of modern
nations. This study lias several sides an(l many
phases. This year at Berlin, Germany, there was

an international congress on "Infant Mortality," at which
there were representatîves from ail quarters of the globe.
These good people discuss the teaching and training of
Physicians in regard to the care of babies; the teacbing
and training of mnidwives, nurses and social workers; and
the nurnerous features of infant welfare work. There
were niany other meetings this year at wbich the baby
question xvas <iscussed. The baby's food, the baby's cloth-
ing, the baby's physical development, and so on through
the list.

What does ail this mean? Why ail this sudden excite-
mietnt about babies?

Perhaps it wouîd bie saf e to generalize and say that thei
science of human if e is coming to the front. The world
bas long been studying bow to take care of lamubs, calves,
colts, cbickens, and aIl other kinds of young animal life-
and the baby was neglected. Now science and statîstics
and mnedical hcalth officers have discovered that the baby
needs attention sucb as is bestowed upon other youflg
animnais. Indeed tbe baby needs more attention. It îs the
Most belpless of ail newiy born animais and it ils the molst,
valuable.

Moreover, the world is becomink crowded, and this
crow(fing lias affect.ed the health of the baby. The baby
needs fresh îijr, bcùt there is too lîttie fresh air in the big

ciie.The %$aby needs f resh milk and pure food, and
these are liard to get under modemn crowded conditions.
The babies need strong, bealtby mothers, with pienty of
Ieisure-~and sucb motbers are bard to find. These are
some of the additionai reasons why the baby question loomis
large at the present moment.

Away back bebind, the banisb-the-slum movemient, the
back-to-he-land movement, and the model-housing miove-
ment lies the baby question. The cbîld raised in a smra 1

home or flat in a large city is subject to ail sorts of dangers.
If it lîves to rnaturîty it is sinalier and weighs lIess than the
cbild raised in the open country. It is sttbject to both
physicai and moral dangers too numnerous to mention, too
horrible to define.

But enougli.of the dark side. Scl"ence and -humanitarian
studies are doing mucb for tbe bright, smiliirW, angel vÎsÎ-
tors that mal<e marriage boly' and 'the borne a heaven.
Tb'ousands of brainy men and women are working bard to
make human life iess precarîous and more certain. Tbe
future of the race, of ail the races, depends upon the
ieasure of success which çoie-s to these unselfish workers.


