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right eye iii his lens and using it so much. Or
possibly-by Jove! a diamond cutter! Queer, isn't

"Decidedly. But they seemn to be sure enough
of their position here. They're as well received as
the other guests."

"There's something awry. I wish I could get it.
:lt's ail there in my brain, but I haven't time to, think
it out, now and here. Neyer mind! Only wait, and
.be ready! Corne, we'll go in. l'Il talk to, you later.
Here's Mrs. Selwyn now."

Their hostess sailed past on a young man's arm,
-and, holding out a band, carried Astro in with her
to a seat at the end of the room. Valeska was
promptly annexed by Selwyn, a short, puffy littie
Man with muttoncliop whiskers and a big stomacli.
He had the air of not being at ail at home in bis
own bouse. Nobody could seem SO harmless and
timid as this cbubby, round-faced bost. He miglit
have been an awkward servant, in his endeavours
to, efface himself. At seeing Valeska left alone, he
offered. his arm in a sudden access of'courage. She
was not like the others, and apparently lie was not
afraid of 'her.

"Infer 'nal humbug, ail this sort of thing 1" lie
grumbled.

"Wliy, what do you mean ?" she answered, a littie
surprised.

"Having this fool palm reader here, and al
that. Boh

Valeska could scarcely repress a titter. But
Selwyn was evidently quite serious about it. Seeing
that lie had no idea who she was, she liumoured
him.

"It is nonsense, of course," she said gravely; "but
I think that Mr. Astro is quite modest about it, don't
don't you?"

"Oh, he's ail riglt-he lias to, make a living, 1
suppose-but the womnen make sucli fools of tliem-
selves about humn. I miglit as well give a monkey
dinner and be done witb it!"

Muttering thus, in an inconsequent, petulantway,
lie led lier into the diniing room, where she was îm-
mediately surrounded by inen wlio offered lier chairs,
plates, and refresliments, Selwyn, more' than cver
disgruntled, retired to tlie wall, against whicli lie
flattened himself, and gloomily regarded the crowd.
Valeska, besieged as slie was, tlirew him a smile and
a remark occasionally, pitying his discomfort and
lis timidity.

Meanwhule. lier eyes were busy in the room. Once
slie cauglit siglit of the green-eyed Countess talking
witli the pompadoure1 nan, and she noted a certain
surreptitious liaste in their encounter. It was
furtive, suggestive, or did shie merely fancy it? From
them, lier glance wandered to the group of wliicli
Astro, with Mrs. Selwyn, was the centre. The
Countess joined it, sparkling, vivid, keen. A lieavy,
soggy dowager in black silk, witli an extraordinarily
low cut dress, plump, round neck and inmumerable
curîs in 'lier gray hai, was absorbed in Astro's con-
versation. A debutante, as fresli as a lily, ingenuous,
eager, briglit-eyed withi curiosity, leaned over bis
slfoulder, holding out lier band for him to read.
Valeska lieard littie gusbes of laugliter wlienever lie
spoke. She lad neyer before seen liim in sucli a

rnnnnA ;t aiazed bier to see liow lie domi-.

pretty women, each perfect, finished, poised, yet
animated and merry. Their littie aigrets nodded as
tbey talked and laughed. Selwyn, bis liands in lis
pockets, moodily effaced himself behind the piano in
the corner. Every time he saw Valeska, lie beamed.

As she stood near tlie great hall doors, new men
were 'continually brouglit up to ber to be introduced,
eacli with a new compliment or a flippant remark
or a joke, each sliowing a friendly rivalry with the
others. Valeska enjoyed it ahl excitedly. She
could recognise the nervous pitcli in lier voice, as
she shot bier frivolous retorts; but tbe newness of
it ail stimulated ber. For the moment she lost siglit
of the pompadoured man. She was gazing across
the roomn to where Mrs. Selwyn stood, wben-

Suddenly the liglits in the two chiandeliers went
out! The room for an instant seemed as black as
niglit. Several women cried out in friglit, and then
a liglit cborus of laugliter rippled round the room
liysterically. In the instantaneous cessation of talk,
a sbuffling of feet was for a moment ail tliat was
beard.

Tlie picture in Valeska's view remaîned for a
moment in bier eyes as clear as a pliotograpli against
tlie darkness: Mrs. Selwyn, merry, jubilant, taiking
to, a fat old man; behind lier tlie dowager, the debu-
tante, tlie pale youtli, ail talking together; and a
little aloof, tlie Countess, witli a strange expression,
and lier fan pressed t, lier lips, looking in Valeska's
direction-as if slie was giving a sign 1 Tlien the
picture faded; a babble of voices arose. Then,

"Now who was nicar you, Betty ?"
"Oh, 1 don't remember exactly," she answered

hysterically. "Ail I know is that wlien the liglits
went out some one came up to, me and I felt a
snatch at my corsage-see wbere the lace is tom!t
Somebody stole it. It's preposterous !"

"Searcli everybody !" someébody called out.
"No, no 1" cried others.*
«See if it liasn't dropped on the floor !"
For a moment everyone spoke at once, and the

confusion was maddening. Then, suddenly clapping
bis hands for silence, and speaking as sliarply as an
officer commanding bis soldiers, Astro's voice rose
over the tumult. He liad sprung upon a chair, and
bis fine bead appeared above the throng.

*'Mr. Selwyn, let me find the broocli. There
will be no trouble, no unpleasantness for anyone.
Let everyone keep bis place until I've finished, and
Il promise to discover the emerald."

A clapping of hands ail over the room responded
to, lis speech. Instantly the mood of the 'company
relaxed from its nervous strain of uncomfortable
embarrassment and suspicion to an almused interest.

But Selwyn sliook lis head savagely. "No in-
deed!1 None of your parlour tricks, tliank you! I
will send for the police immediately. Meanwile,
everyone in tliis room is my prisoner. Those who
object must necessarily be regarded witli suspicion."

"Oh, George 1" Mrs. Selwyn pleaded, "do let
Astro try it! I'm sure lie'll be abli to do it. He's
so clever, and lie bas done sucli marvellous things !"

"Yes, yes!1 Let him try it ! came from everyone.
Selwyn hesitated, Iooking lialf-contemptuously

at tlie palmist. "How do you propose to, flnd it?"
lie asked finally.

Astro put bis liand to bis liead and drew bis
brows together. "I already feel an influence dis-
turbing tlie gathering," lie said. "I shall be drawn
inevitably toward the person wlio committed tlie
thef t, as if by a mnagnet. Or at least I shahl be
drawn to tlie emerald," lie added.

"Bosli!" Selwyn exclaimed. <'That's ail poppy-
cock! What 1 want is a good detective and a police
officer or two to searcli every man and woman in
thie room."

At this there came an indignant chorus of pro-
test; the guests stirred uneasily.

"Mr. Selwyn, do you believe in tlie X ray?"
Astro asked.

The littie man gi unted. "Yes, I do; but tliis
is no time for a lecture !"

"One moment, please, liowever!1 Nobody knows
in just wbat part of the spectrum the X rays lie,
except that tbey are beyond the ultraviolet. Tliey
are visible only witli tlie fluoroscope. Nobody knows
just where tlie so called actinic rays lie, eitber.

eare invisible also; but tliey react upon a plate
sen si tised witli nitrate of silver. Wliere are tlie
N rays, wliicli ernanate fromn the buman -body?
Nobody knows; but I tell you, Mr. Selwyn, tliat
tliey are registered in the gray matter of my brain.
I arn sensitive to them, as no one. else lias been,
consciously, for centuries. And it is that sensitive-
ness that 1 propose to utilise. No thought'can exist
without modifying the molecular structure, of the
brain cehîs in the thinker. 'That change acts upon
the ether, and is transmitted iii vibratory form. Is
it not possible that those ether waves can react.upon
the moiecules in My brain and set up a correspond-
îng change to that mnade by the original thouglit?
Mr. Selwyn, PUI prove itl1

Astro's voice liad risen to a strident tone, com-
peliing and incisive. ]Zveryone looked at bimn eager-
ly. Tere was a liusb. Thlen a volley of exclama-
tions broke out like a storm, and Selwyn's last objec-
tions were swept away.

At last the liost, overborne, and himself piqued
witli curiosity, gave a gesture of acquiescence. Astro
stepped down from the chair, witb a flxed look in
his eyes, and gazed eagerly to right and left. Hie
paused one moment, standing witb bis liand to bis
foreliead, bis little finger pointed upward. Valeslca
saw and i-ead the signal.


