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Departmnftal Case@
Bay O. HENRY.

for the operator instea.d of making

à'''taxee the Pa.tience of
th :ho e.i fe. Thieway
ýý8T0ý,rpOeelted -by rmost c§

Rtange&. -.The,.reason:
some Ranges have «only"
a Broiler Door, others have
a contrivance like t h a t a
Illustrated in top amali Anorner Way

dra.wîng; both of which enjoy the distinction
of tiring the arm that holde the broiler and
tiring -the eye tha.t directe the arm.

ILouis., Trmto, moutreal, wluni"et Vamcov uvelion, lamllton C aliary

WALL P'LASTER

'I'he "Emnpire" Brands of Plaster

are superior toalal other Plaster

inaterial an the market.

Shall we send you our bookiet

an Plaster ?

The Manitoba (iypsum Co., Ltd.
LWinnipeg, Ofce'd liManitoba.

IN Txasyou MaY tra- Statistics and History carried no greatNTexa'tsa miles hef t of the burden of state. Its main

- in a straight line. work was the regulatmix of the business

If your course is done ini the State by foreign insurance.

a crooked one, it is ;campaflies, and the letter of the law
likely that bath the1 was its giude. As for statistics-.well
distance and your' you wrÔte letters ta, county officers, and

rateof pee ma bescissared other people's reports, and~
rat ofspedsat se each year you gat out a report of youw

vastly increascd. Clouds there alsr own about the corn crop and the cottor,
enely against the wind. The *hiPoor 1 crop and pecans and pigs and black and4
will delivers -its discousolate CrY with white population, and a great manz
the notes exacty reversed from those columns of figures headed 'bushels'
of its No rtheru brother. Given a and "acres" and "square mniles," etc.
drought and a subseqUently lhvely raim, -and there yau were. History? The
and lot from a glazed and stouy soit brandi was purely a receptive one.
wilt spring in a single night blassomed Old ladies interested in the science
iilies, miraculouslY fair., Tom Green bothered yau somne with long reports
County was orce thc standard of meas- of proceedings of their bistorical so-

urement. I have forgotteli haw many cieties. Some twenty or thirty people
iew jerseys and Rhode Islands it was would write you ecd year that they
that could have'been stowed away and had secured Sain oso'snce

lost in its chaparral. But the legisiative knife or Santa Anna's whisky-flask or

ax has slashed Tomn Green into a hand-& Davy Crockett's rifle-ail absoutely
fui of courtie ar> -re ta u- authClticated-and demanded legzisla-

rapan ingoms Th lgislature con- tive appropriation to purchase. Most
venes at Austin, near the centre te of the w norkien thoe stoy ba.
State; and, while thc representativewetut ionals

fro Uc ia radecontry is gather- Oesizzing August aftern(?on the
îng is ali-leaf fan and his linen dust- Cmisoirrcie iibsofc

er tosetpat frccaiati.Pn chair, with his feet upon the long,
handie stoutor wndsh iamffleanv officiâl table cavered with green bil-
waebutto indsvrcats u kicks be liard cloth. The cammissioner was
snw fram his woelrcasead kboostsesmoking a cigar, and dreamily re-

sno frm. îs.ellgresedboos radygarding the quiveriug landscape, fraai-
for the saine j ourney. AUl this nxerely ed by the window that looked upoit
ta hint Uiat the big ex-republic of thc the treeless capital grounds. Penbaps
Southwest forms a sizable star an the le was tbinking' of the rough and
fiag, and ta prepare for the corollary ready life hie had led, of the aid days
that tbings somnetimes happen there un-1 of breathless adveuture and move-
cut ta pattern and unfettered by the, ment, of the the coinrades. who uow
metes and bounds.i trod other paths or had ceased to

The Commissiailer af Insurance, Sta-j trcad any, of the changes civilizatid;n
tistics and History of the State of and peace bad brought, and, maybe,
Texas was an official of no very great1 complacently, of the snug and coin-
or very sinail importance. The past fortable camp pitched for him under
tense is used, for now hie is a Commis- the dame of the capital of the State
sianer of Insurance alone. Statistics an'd that had nat forgotten bis services.

bistary are no longer praper nouns m The business of the departinent was
the goverumneut records. lax. Insurance was easy. Statistics

In the year 188- the goveruior ap-1 were not in demand. History was
pointed Luke Coonrod Standifer ta be dead. Old Kauffman, the efficient and
head of this departmcent. Standifer perpetual clerk, bad requested an.iii-
was then fifty-five years of age, and a frequent half-holiday, incited ta the
Texan ta the core. His father had been unusual dissipation by the joy of hav-
ane of thc State's earliest settiers and ing successfully twisted the tait of a

1pioneers. Standifer himself had served Connecticut insurance company that
the commonwealth as Indian fighter, was trying ta do business contrary ta
soldier, ranger and legislator. Much the edicts of the great Lone Star
learnîng he did nat daim, but he had State.
drank pretty, deep of the spring of ex- The office was very still. A f ew sub-
periencç.gous dued noises trickled in thraugh the

If othergrud were less abundant, open door froin the other depart-
Texas should be well up in the lists, of ments-a duli, tinkliug crash from the
glary as the grateful republic. For bath treasurer's office adjoining, as a
-s Republic and State, it bas busily clerk tossed a bag of silver ta the
l'eaped honors and solid rewards upan floor of the vaut-the vague, inter-
its sons who rescu.ed it froin the wilder- mîtteut clatter of a dîlatory typewrit-
ness. er--a dulI tapping from the state

Wberefore and therefore, Luke Coon- geologist's quarters as if sonie wood-
rod Standifer, son of Ezra Standifer, e,- pecker had flown in ta bore for its
Terry ranger, siman-pure Democrat and prey in the cool of the massive build-
lucky dweller in an unrepresented por- ing-and then a faint rustke and the
tioin of the politico-geographical map I1îh hfln f h elwr he

wasappintd Cmmisioer f Isur alo ng the hall, the sounds ceasing at
auce, Statistics and Historv. the door toward which the commis'

Standifer accepted the honor with sioners lethargic back was presented.
somedout asto he atur oftheFollowing this, the sound of a gentle

office he was ta fil and his c-ipacity for th oîe sin wrs uninelgietadr
filling it-but he accepted, and by w*te omisonrs oewa1dr
He immediately set out fro-n the littlc """nt comprehension, but giving evi-

dence of bewildermnent and besitation.
country town where he mairtained (an 1 The voice was femninine; the coin -
was scarcelv mnaintained by) a somnol- missioner waa of the race of cavaliers
C ut and ui-fruitful office of surveving wîo make salaamn before the trail of
:-nd mnap-drawing. Before departing he a skirt withotit considering the quali-
l::îd looked up) und,,r the I's S's 'ani oftsloh
H's in the "EncyclopSedia Brit-i7nic-i" tyThf s ltoo nth or ae

w -at information anid preparation to- woma, e ofi the numerous siser

\vards hiý; official (111'; t î¾-e hood of the unhappy. She was dress-
weighty volumes afforded. A few weeks cd aIl in black-poverty's perpetual
of incumbency diiniished the new c )n- mourning for lost joys. Her face had

rnîssioner's awe of thegatndi- e contours of twenty and the lifles
portant office he had been called upofl of forty. She may have lived that in-
to conduct. An inicrcasin'ý fanilir'tz tervening score of years in a twelve-
I with its workiing- so, m reslored him 'to n:onth. There was about ber yet ain
lîs accustomied plaëd course of life. 1*1-,trtim of indignant unappeased, pro-
his office waq an eld, srecacled clerk teqting youth that shone faintly
-a consecatcd, informned, able machine, throtigh the premnature veil of unearfl-
who held hi,; kreadls of change, cd decline.
of adminstrative 1

i*~<,I Kaffruaýn "I'beg your pardon, ma'arn," said
instructed his iwv- , " a in the the commissioner, gaining bis feet tO
knowledgue of the -withnuit. the accomrianiment of a great creak,
eemning to do 3ù. ano -heels ing and sliding of bis chair.

revolving z ' "Are you the governor, sir?" 9*
Inded, hc ~r'n ;i~ h u:aceed the vision of melanchol.y.
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