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. with the fresh joy
s youth. All the world over this
. moment of transition was watched
. for eagerly; and when it came it

world, they

e was a definife

‘ich 1:he short’ day;
began to lengthen, an
, “grim nights to grow
This was at the time
winter solstme in Decem-

o g,
ore briel.
- the sun turns in  its
cpurle:amopg ‘the stars,

seems. 1y to return, with .
‘its *i‘ﬂdhnt light and ' vivifying

Men knew that the power
n ,winter had been broken,
soon would come the
me, thrilling  the . earth

iy with» new lifa, ‘causing the seed

‘swell and the buds to burst,
qnd suffusing - all created things
of vigorous

was welcomed with merry-making’

and with a sort of symbolism
which

onged to the mnature
the primitive peoples

worship
north and. south

—east, west,
alike.:

Yuletide Among the Druids -

" In the remote mnorth, where
winter is. stern and unrelentmg
for many months of the year, the
first token of its decline was
hailed with great joy. In the

2 black Scandinavian forests great

fires. were kindled, fed with
mighty trunks of pine and spruce,
until the flames shot far up into
the heavens, defying the frost
king and hailing his approaching
downfall. Around these roaring
seas of billowy flame gathered the
savage, bearded northmen, bask-
ing in the ruddy warmth, calling

. 'with hoarse . voices wupon ‘their

barbaric gods, and clashing their
rude weapons; for the time was
coming when the ice in the fjords
would melt, when the 'serpent-
shaped boats would again be
launched, and when the vikings
would glide out to slay the mon-

_sters of the sea, or to fight and

plunder and ravage the abodes of

other men. ;
But on the night that was

longest, just before the great

flaming wheel of the sun turned

backward once again, and when
the yule logs were made ready

Ebe ‘¢enési$ »"ot Christmas

women and chil-

; to one another
night “there' were
many w}m mdd‘;x:lli pnt oﬂ their

ﬂn !orest giadel niﬁl 'the ris-
ing of the gun of the mew year.

this belief is seen again the

abol of the trd.mformahon of
}.geason,

t Hyctuiou Ceremonies of Celts

-and Gauls.
Btranga weird and awe-inspir-

.;';!ng was the December ceremonial
«tern

the Celtic peoples of Wes-
urope, and most of all in
the rites of ‘the Britons, who

" observed this period  of their

winter solstice in their great
roofless gardens and temples. In
them forches blazed at night, and
mysterious ceremonies accompan-
ied the cutting of the saered

mlstletoe, which symbolized the g

personal movements and interfer-
ences on earth of their great deit-
ies, Odin, Bercht# and others.
Many . of the beliefs and usages of
the Germans passed over from
heathenism to' christianity and
have partly survived to this day.
‘The ~yule festival like ' the
Satumalm. of the Druids, was the
catest feast of the ancient
ermans. It was  dedicated to
Odin, or Wodan, the greatest god
of the heathen, He ‘was the old
Germans ‘“god of heaven” who
blessed the ﬂelds and gave vietory;.
who was worslupped as the giver
of good things.
In Jewish homes the Nanukah,
eat Festival of Li hts,
spr the glow of the\transxtxon
period ‘into the hearts of Jewish
childret ‘al ost at. the same hour
| Chiristmas sheds’its light and
sets:: a.blaxe ithe tree under the
neighbor’s roof.. Thig is_ to wel-'
come the renewal of light and:heat

from the returning sun, and the

custom . goes back farther than
recorded.“history. |
‘The - Egyptians; celebrgtg the'

A' ﬁanm

g Mm‘g Christmas

. and

Nvtﬁ Year

<%y

continuance of"hfé and of the

~means  of life throughout the

winter, -
But  more wonderful still /was

_the scene among the Gauls on.the

coast of Brittany. Human eyes

have never gazed upon a stranger.

sight than these marvellous sanc-
tuaries, with their thousands of
huge white columns, uncovered
and not enclosed by walls, rearing
their forest of stone up to-the
frosty ‘heavens, Amid all this

-maze of mystic pillars, the flames

of countless fires glared -at night,
as the natives, crowned with chap-
lets of green, moved in their
imposing processional. At a dis-
tance the uninitiated gazed with
awe upon the spectacle, perceiving
on' the eliffs the frantic figures of
the women, their hair streaming
in a. sort of flery mist, as they
‘waved their torches wxldly and
shrieked out cabalistic words and
litanies, while the myriad pillars
schoed to the fearful chanting of
the men.

Germans, Jews and Egyptians had
Winter Festivals

At the winter -solstice the
Germans held their great yule-
feast in commemoration of the
return of the fiery sun-wheel; and
believed that, during the twelve
nights from December 25 to
January 6, they could trace the

" with grace and beauty;

same season, and it is a, eurious
and interesting . fact that they
chose for ‘its ' symbol a new-born
child, since' at that time anether
year was born. It was also the
period when nature began to give
birth to new plants and grains.

Sanctification of Heathen
. Festivities

Thesé were, indeed, an awful
precursor -of the Christmas that we

know—a heathen Christmas, kept

by ‘ tall, “skin-clad = savages, on
whose voleanic . passions a check
was placed only by the reputed

. magic powers of their mysterious

priests.  The Saturnalia, the
Juvenalia, and the Brumalia of
Italy were transmuted into and
sanctified by the establishment of
‘the Christian cycle of Christmas
observance. The superstition  of
the Egyptians, the savagery of the
northern people, and the frantic
and bloody practises of the Druids,
have all been purified and touched
so that
there remains a festival of harm-
less mirth, of light and color, of
song and melody, of good-will and
peace, and through it all the happy
innocence of children’s laughter.
The Church must be credxted
with the effort so to use the pagan
customs which she felt constrained
to adopt as to make them profit-
able to the souls of the people.
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The festivals, it has trans-
pired, were called “unconscious
prophecies” of the law and divine -
promise. The Church sought: to
combat and banish the deep rooted -
_heathen feeling by adding, for the .
purification of the heathen feasts
‘and -customs which she retained,
her grandly devised liturgy, be-
sides dramatio representations of,
the birth of Christ and the first
events of His life. G

So it was that manger-songs
‘arose, and a multitude of Christ- "
'mas_ carols, 88 well as dramas, .:
‘which sometxmes ‘degenerated into
farces or fools’ feasts. And so!

arose also the Christ- trees, or .

Christmas trees, present glvmg,
and ~ Christmas dishes.

Christmas . became a . umversal
‘social festival for young: and-old,

Thus ..

hxgh and low, as no: other, Chris--

tian festival could have become._ 3

Why We: Celebrate December 25

Nobody . knows whether.: Becem-~

ber * 25th s i-the. expet daté’ on :

which Christ was horn, or. wha‘.t ‘f

‘people; first eelébrated" that - date.
It may have been in April, or in’
October, but unlikely in Decem-
ber, judging by some of the atten-
dant circumstances.

. But: if heathenism was to he
undeérstood and- conquered some of

" its* established ‘institutional a.nd

festive ways must.be adopted and"
-reformed; and filled ‘with a new .
meaning in ‘accord :with. the.new :.
thought and hope:then beginning’
strangely to move ‘the“hearts ‘of
men. 'And this was the very thing:
> that happened. « After the triumph -
of Christianity, -the prejudice  of:
the early Christians against the"
celebration “of 'birthdays’ ab
heathenish died out.

Some time between 337 and 352
Pope Julius directed Saint Cyril to
ascertain the correct date of the
Nativity. He reported that the
Western churches observed it on
December 25, although other
«churches kept the day in January,

April, May, March, and September.
_ Pope Julius was so satisfied with
‘Saint Cyril’s report that he set
December 25 as Christmas Day,
and our observance of that date
has come down to us from that
decision.

The observance of the festival
of the Nativity was from the be-
ginning called Christmas or Christ
Mass, because a special mass was
celebrated on that day. The pure
glow of the spiritual festival dissi-.
pated the dark clouds of licentious
and wicked ceremonies that marked
the: notorious Roman Saturnalia;
but the Christian observance,
while exterminating |the evils of
the heathen festival which it dis-
placed, permitted many of the
pleasing and innocent features
to remajn. Among these are
customs which survive at
the present day — the decorat-
ing with evergreens, holly and
laurel; the burning of the yule
log and singing of Christmas
carols, which are the evolution of
the ancient hymns of praise to
Saturn and Bacchus and ether
heathen gods.
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