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Woman and the Home
Cheorlng Voices romn Many Lands

(Translated by Lydia M. Millard)

A soul, blue-bird, that always sees
Some sunshine in the dar,

Can ever find somne beavenly breeze
To belp its trembling bark.

-Fromn the Swedisb.

Bear witb ail thy bravest power,
AU that heaven bath sent ta, thee;

Now a grave and now a bower,
Ever mortal lot must be.

-From the Spanish.

Thougb sorrow hover round thee no,
Joy may be con2rng soon;

Not àlways bends Apollo's bow-
Ilis silent lyre may tune.

-From the Latin.

Reclaination of the Home
By Cecil Stark

In this period of convulsion and re-
f ormation, we are slowly beginning to)
learu that reformative work ta, be most
effective must g o back ta the sources of
prevailing weakcness and decay mnstead
ofjkuggling with the products of wrong
methods used in the institutions of a
people. However, we have yet ta be
convinced of the fact that the fountain
bead of ail institutions, whether industrial,.
social,' 'religlous or governmental, la the
horne ie o a people. It is there that the
leaven of sweetness and purity mnuat
be set working. When the home ,1f e
of a people begins ta decay, then the

the homes of the poor aid the rich
wbich we find Iargely in our cities.

In the poorer familles, the reclaiming
must be almost altogether a matter of
education, because these familles, the
bulk of thern being foreigners of a low
clame, do not have the ide"l of pure
home life. They corne from countries
where the home relations are lax. Then
on the other band, their condition of

fverty qualifies their home relations.
no many cases father and mother are both

working and bilidren are tbrown on their
own responsibility witbout any guiding;
band to regulate the responsbilhty; conse-
quqptly, it means shifting for themselves.
In this case the industrWÀ question is
one that 7Jl have to be reckoned with
before we can hope to reclaim the poor
homes. The one solution ýhere ia to
train the cbildren of these homes, and
so educate them that they will make
better parents, better homes, and in
turu bring their children Up ta be better
parents. It is with the children that
the reformer must begin te work. Our
social settiements are domng this by putting
right things first in the minda of these
people, and by giving thein ide"l of
right living.

»We have said that the poverty-stricken
homes and those of the low cas of
foreigners must be reclalmed by educa-
tion. The homes of the rich, whicb
perbaps confront us with a greater
problem, must be reclaimed by conviction
-the conviction of their filnta con-
tribute their share of -rsponsibility to the
social mass; the conviction that they are
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Society of a people begins ta decay,
aud *lhen tbe socety begins ta decay,
then the nation begins ta decay. There-
fore, in order ta save our nation and
ta make it strong'and virile from with-
out, we must purge it frorn withip1 .
burning the fiarne of purity upon the
altars of our bornes. We must reclaim
the bornes of our nation in order to
save aur nation.

The home, wbicb la a God-rnade in-
stitution, upon wbich ail man-made
institutions are built rigbt be cailed the
factory for the production of tbe social
and national unit. It is tbere that the
«vork of obedience, reverence and social
purity mnust be put in the loom, and

la tbere that the shuttles of industry
1 rift, and responsibiity must first

weave ini and out.
If we were displeased witb sorne every-

day comrnodîty of life, sucb as a piece of
eloth, e buld know that the retailer

was notaogether responsible ,for the

flaws in the lotb,"nor the jobber, nor the
wholesale dealer, but the factory where
the cloth was made. So, in a similar way
the institutions of a nation, state, or local
commuiiity are not altogether respônsible
for tbe social unit, but the bomne wbere
the units are produced.'

t is 'during ýhe formation period of
life that tbe virtues and, vices get their
hold on the individual. Therefore, the
borne should be an attractive, whole-.
sorne place, so fulfilling its mission as
an institution, that all other institutions

springing from it would be permeated
with truth, wisdom and love. It la
because these conditions do not generaily
exist, that we must talk about reclairing
the homes of aur land.

The great fields ta be reclairned are

failing in the productivity of theBsocia
unit; the conviction that their homes are
not schools where children are taugbt
responsibiity, obedience aud reverence-
the conviction that their lives, steeped
in luxury and extravagance, are making
stagnant the clear, refreshing waters o
wbolesome, dlean livmng.

I have in mind a rich family iu a
suburb of Chicago in wbicb imaterial
conditions are ideal for a beautiful
home 11e, but the spirit and idealsarem
not there. Thernother and father are
selfishly ambitious for their children,
expressing their love for them by satisfy-
ing ail their desires and makiug life as
ens y as possible for them. The mother
realizes that ber children are lak*
in true manly and womraly qualitiesan
yet she la too indolent ta exert herseif
to enforce those things whiqh would
give strengtb of character. She openly
admitted that it was too much trouble
to sec that bier daugbter carry little home
responsibilities. The daugbter is blase
at fif teen. A caretaker la eployed .ta
do the work the boys bould be doing
while thcy are loafing in dru g stores, or
runuing at lage in an automobile. Boys
and girls wbo grow up baviug every little
whim and notion catered to, will, when
grown, isia n their mature desires and

pasionýs being satisfied.Living near this family, in the saine
suburb, is another family that bas built
a true home. These parents are loving
their children wisely by making them
obedient, responsible, social units. Eacb
child bas daily tasks ta perforrn, and the
mother la neyer too absorbed in out8ide
thingat see that these taska are done.
The boy la kept busy outaide of school
hours, tending the furnace, the garden
or lawn. The daughter la the rnother's
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