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It is very gratifying for mie to have the honour and pleasure
)f meeting such a representative gethering of patriotic Canadians
's are assemb]ed here to-day in the commercial Capital of British, Olumbia, for I look upon the work undertaken by the Canadian
1'orestry Association as patriotism of the highest quality. Your
vork, gentlemen, as it presents itself to my mmnd, is essentially a
abour of love, in which self interest bas no place, vour sole aim
>eing the protection and perpetuation of the forests of Canada
Or the use anid benefit of future generations. Prior to the
Oindation of your Association, a few individuals, scattered
lirOughout our broad Dominion, devoted their time and energy
1) the subject of forestry, but it was only after many dishearten-
ng failures that these enthusiasts succeeded in arousing public
Iiterest, and were at length rewarded by witnessing the crystaliz-
'tioni of their ideas in the birth of the Canadian Forestry As-
Ociation. It is unnecessary for me to trace the progress of ther
ýssciation or to enlarge upon the good work which it has ac-
'UtPlished, for the results proclaim themselves fromn the pages
f the statutes of every Province from the Atlantic to the Pacifie.
le eamnestness, patience, and pertinacity shewnl by the As-
'cation throughout its campaign for reformi in the laws relating
0 fore'stry, and the methods of lumbering, cannot be too highly
oltimended. The task undertaken is a gigantic one-the
'wakening of a whole people to the realization of a danger
'liich, to the thoughtless majority, seemns so reinote as to be
tiagnay-an like ail great movements for the betterment of
, linianity, complete success can only be achieved by such cease-
'ss and. untiring effort as will win the weight of public opinion,
'Id the symipathy and co-operation of the whole population of
allada, to the objects of the Association.

l I ave alluded to those enthusiasts on the suhject of forest-y~
rio ade it a study long before forestry becamne a live issue in

'l Public mind of Canada, and my tlhouhts are drawn to, a cen-
'ý1 figure in the agitation -which resulted in the formation of
"is Association and the subsequexit good work acconlplished-


