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FOREST FIRE FIGHTING
IN SWEDEN
By G. C. Piché,

-- Chlief o* Quebec Forest Service -

11, Sweden eveîy ail knows how

d1i,ýastrous forest tires are to his coun-

tlry, and by reasoln of his great

love for lus hiomeland it is flot neces-

sary tt) compel any mail by law to

figliht a tire. Wheuever there is a re-

port of a tire, fortliwitli every farmier

iii thec neighbourbood leaves luis work

and offens bis services to tiglit tbe

plague, anid if the local ranger tinds

that lie is flot able to put out the

fire witli the men at his disposai, lie

iiiimediateiy senis a telegram to the

Governor of the Province (Lan)

asking him to send additional help,

anîd as soon as possible tluereafter a

regiment of soldièrs, or more, is sent

by special train to extinguish the

fire. 1 arn of the opinion that the

reason why tlie Swedes are so t;ue-

eessful ini their war on forest tires is

that cveryofle lias a veneration, for

the forest; they know their forest re-

sources are Of 6upreme importance

ai-d that alinîost hiaif the exports frorn

Sweden consist of f orest products.
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DOUGLAS FIR IN OffiATHlE demand fo>r huuber of al
kinds is -deeidedqy on the in-
crease in China and modern

building construction is shOwing a
tremeidous gro-wth. Douglas fir is
the premier wood iinported because
it is well adapted to general construc-
tion purjoses and is superior to the
hand sawn lumber mnade by the

Chinese out of native pine. The
domestie sawmiill production of lum-
ber is small, and this 'also helps the

ever-growing dcnmand for American
timber.

A pTominien't luniber importer es-

timated reeently that Douglas fir was

comiug into Shanghai at the rate of

7,000,000 board f cet per month.Whule
it is impossible to chck this figure,
it is saf e to say that; the importation
andcl consumption of lumber iýs now

back on a normal basis. The demand
foýr lumber of ail kind(s isý inicreasing

rapidly throughout China, due not
only to decided activity in thme build-
ing trades but also to the q~tead1y in-
dustrial development of the cities.

'Doug'Was- fir is, of course. the prem-
cer xvood used for construction pur-

poses in China. It is superior 10 the
native pines bomh in texture and

tensile strength, but the great differ-
ence in price har, sometimes made
buyers turn to the cheap native pille
for certain classes of work. A prQmin-
ent importer of Douglas ÎTr recently
stated that a marked increase in the
importations of comipetitive wvoods
was noticcable in China and the

Douglas fir dealers wîll have to con-
tend with these in thec future. The
reason Chinese pille could not serions-
(y compote before was due 10 the

erudi-, handsaw mfthods uged in ils
manufacture of planks. Recenlly,
however, the Chinese have started
modern saw milis and are makýingl a

ve'y good grade of lumber.


