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Consequently the participating States have declared the following:

REFRAINING FROM THE-THREAT OR USE OF FORCE

The participating States. recalling their obligation to refrain, in their mutual relations as well
as in their international relations in general, from the threat or use of foree against the territorial
integrity or political independence of any State. or in any other manner inconsistent with the
purposes of the United Nations, accordingly reatfirm their commitment to respect and put into
practice the principle of refraining from the threat or use of foree., as laid down in the Final Act.

No consideration may be invoked to serve 1o warrant resort to the threat or use of foree in
contravention of this principle.

They recall the inherent right of individual or collective sclf-defence if an armed attack occurs,
as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations.

They will refrain from any manifestation of force for the purpose of inducing any other State to
renounce the full exercise of its sovereign rights.

As set forth in the Final Act, no occupation or acquisition of territory resulting from the threat
or use of force in contravention of international law, will be recognized as legal.

They recognize their commitment to peace and sceurity. Accordingly they reaffirm that they
will refrain from any usc of armed forces inconsistent with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and the provisions of the Declaration on Principles Guiding
Relations between Participating States. against another participating State, in particular from
invasion of or attack on its territory.

They will abide by their commitment to refrain from the threat or use of force in their relations
with any State. regardiess of that State’s political, social, cconomic or cultural system and
irrespective of whether or not they maintain with that State relations of alliance.

They stress that non-compliance with the obligation of refraining from the threat or use of
force. as recalled above, constitutes a violation of international law.

They stress their commitment to the principle of peaceful settlement of disputes as contained
in the Final Act. convinced that it is an essential complement to the duty of States to refrain from
the threat or use of force. both being essential factors for the maintenance and consolidation of
peace and security. They recall their determination and the necessity to reinforce and toimprove
the methaods at their disposal for the peaceful settlement of disputes. They reaffirm their resolve
to make every cffort to sctile exclusively by peaceful means any dispute between them.

The participating States stress their commitment to the Final Act and the need for full
implementation of all its provisions. which will further the process of improving security and
developing co-operation in Europe. thereby contributing to international peace and security in
the world as a whole,

They emphasize their commitment to all the principles of the Declaration on Principles
Guiding Relations between Participating States and declare their determination to respect and
put them into practice irrespective of their political. cconomic or social systems as well as of their
size. geographical location or level of economic development.




