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@rved as ‘a wholesome and salufary dis-
ﬁ:lme to ‘thie Cohservatives, It ought to
afforded’ tlxem time for medftatlon,

'qy, for: the purging of the “party, und

gblic judgnient. Orie would ‘4t least have
&ppdcd that they, emergmg s6 recently
a~ long regnme
ould have played the part. of 2 model op:
osition, an  opposition

]xoceedmgs of parliament .on a lugh
ne, free yfrom -the bitterness and un-

rie dm¢ hardness which it had been com-

ain ed by t;hem were the drawbacks “of
Indeed in, vt‘g,y many respects |
y have had rare opportumt'es for be-

B useful 1o the couﬂtry and of regaining

preshze ._,\vl'.uch di appean’:d‘ in’ ‘the

st

""’ homr, a.t'e"tﬂie rcﬂalts and: the’

e wﬁevdq By the Cénséfvahvés “dur-
g these foum: ‘M’ivmﬁ m opposmon'
We-fear that motone awho desires to- -be

-and canafd 1 will Ehy‘ﬂla.t ‘the" ‘Yories

ve helped tﬁe. d;gm Y., of pﬂ!’ﬁnme’nt on.

e contrary;the:fadt, is .made more con-
ei‘;b dlyw they are ‘\\llhng-
o

ugus év

n Jh,,domg, ihey.p-qn.

\ured durmg exgl‘;teen yéan of

a'Fveritable 'bear - garden. *

G

dpply harsh standaldu of " criticism.

ible. .~

+ sides
ected ‘their ‘organization, their plans,

ﬁld their p?hqy w8 'a party? Inthe first [
genuoned regard they are weaker than
the mantle of responslblhty and
rity ’passed to othé*r sHoulders. No {
jne would, at least, say they were stiong-
v, They have not gained’in numerical
the
! of " the party in parliament,
hey do ‘net work together with greater
they are not
‘Lhey
gre still® depemlent upon ‘Sir_Charles ‘Tup-
ﬁer, withdnt' & mad’ in sight who could’
Sir- Charles- has many |
pomt‘ of a.tu-actlveness, and his vigor i&
!emarkable, but there is probably no one
vho fancih he is .a- moie capable leader.
t'79 than he was at 75; that he has ad-
c::;d in pupuhr esteem, or is ‘more’
le of discharging the duties ‘Which

He -has' certainly
iot done anyt‘hmg which would create
h the pﬂblxc mp.d a; stmng slesu‘e to Eee

. hen

; nﬂ.h. “they have nob, improved
ne‘h“

ony: or carnestness,
cing “headway in any. direction..

« id:e his place. *

attach to his poextxon

displace - --Sir ~W«|I£nd Lzumu:
premier, oftha douumou,,. e
¢ ‘At the end of four Jc.u'e, de must be
an optimist and a pamsan who would
iuy that the Conscrvatwes have succeeded

h formulating an attractive. and promis-
policy, Thw ‘have mot even adherﬁd

ith comsistency to the pelicy which. they.
hd THey  have ‘vacillited 'a - great deal:
bver the, essential ¢lements of protection
as aga-mab a-revenue tariff.In 1897 . Sir
kharles Tupper thundered’ agamst the new

%ariff as a thing which had * a!ready pro-

VOkcd the wail of prostrated industry, and
was calculated to eause widespread dexdla-
tion over the dolmnion but when it turn-
ed out that the \\mlaro-'e from a solitary |
r factory in- Montreal; and’ that every
gther industry in the land was- launched
a period of unprecedented prosperity,

For two
ars he wcnt &bou‘t the country, as also
Mr Foswr, télhnz the people that
‘chked Grits-had: stolen the National
Policy. Where is bz toddy? He is raising
;bhe battlecry of pr(’btcnt;on, and asserting |
with all the’ vehomence at his. command
ﬂmt the mdustnes «of the country are in:
§eopau'd5' He is back at the point where
he heard the wail. of the Montreal ciger

m he’ changed ° ‘his tattics.”

fastory.

" This may scem like a. mthcr one-sided

;nctnm; Perhaps it is. If there is an-

i'ther side, the suppmters of  the opposl-

!lon will probably ‘present’ it. They cer:

h.nly will .be unable to disprove what has.
geen said above. Nor can they deny that,

voiced by their leader, the -Conserva-
fﬁves haye stood for ultra-lmperialism and
anti-lmperial
for

m ‘now' leading in the
move:nent that they have argued

efercntml trade and-are-now -opposing
; that they charged the government with
i‘iulmc to lessen taxation, and are now
itterly “hostile to the reduction which |-
) bsen made; that they have returned
B old- gtound of ‘pretsction,” with- et

‘chiéfly -centéred; ’howevep, in lieir
e > : tllnﬁhf*d'- theq, 19 2PNAULCS G EBIOUTATLS
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ibility *t8 " cpedte a‘*ﬁrﬁutﬁce“’l@z

P i . s o, heer . 4 domie g

Are

vellmg lagexlt for the D:llly

. FOUR YEARS OF DISCIPLINE. . "

[
iFour years m opposition ought to have

v thoughtful study of the lessons of the
for *-reonzat*on of - their forces,
v ﬂle developmentt “of attrachve linés of

r i:he improvement- of the‘r status ¢ in

of responsxbmu )

which should

. helpful  in the work of = par
fameht, ‘patiept. and dignified. Theirs

an’ exeepﬁonal chance’ to place-

wqund and hmder
the ministers who aveiin' charge of public

Insbead of usmg the ‘ experience |
ad-

'to block' tl?e ch‘rse of legulataon., to
nory ‘their pppopenu and to. make the
House: + 'Fheir
"wledge 'f -the " diffiétlties and’ incon-
eniences of offigial hfe have not made
jhem either toler&nb .or less disposed to|
‘In
L word, they-hive {npled to make the:Jot |

- the mmters, alregdy a hgrd and trying
pue, as duhgreeable and unsnpportnble as

B&aimch for the dlstmcb!w parlmmep,tr
‘How _have these four years

see that they represent the opposition hav-

cipline through which it has been their
prxv;lege to paea x :

THE POLICY OF INUENDO.

It is reﬂariled by the opposition as one
of " their most }ugh‘y pr:zed prerogatx\es
‘| to imply a eouup motive to everything
done by their opponents, and it is a cur-
ious commientary on the cxje'dl:lity of those
| who share ‘their political views that these,
tlnn"s ate- senous]y received.’ The* hoii-
orable course :in w imitter suggestmg doubL
i§ to either make a dll'ect clmge or 1o bé’
sﬂent fqr the good. name of a mlmstcr of |
the _crown”is’just as déar’ to him as it is:
to ahv,ntl!er man. This latter view 3ecms
“hével to be ifi’ the minds of those ° “ bo’ so
ruthlessly and: unwarrantedly bandy abput
their inuchdoes and slurs, although it s
to. be obsérved that they entertain h‘ig]x
et}ncal notions thh rcgar(l to- thexr own
mnufmtmns

| These renrarks are nnmedmtcly suggest-
fd. by, the.course of our morning: contem-
porary- froln day to day, “hxch deals \\hth
Liberals in a. most lll’lfdll‘ a,ml reprehen
ml;le spirit. Two mecnmens fxom its col<
umns will suffice: - *

“Mr. Davis filled in the aftemoon \\"ll.h
a ‘wild and woolly’ discussion after his’|
kind;. Mr. davis being rather ‘rude in
spcech and also in knowledge. Towards
‘the béginning of his.‘address he. offered
some :reflections upon Mr. Davin’s busi-
‘ness relations, which led the latter to
suggest that the course was ot conducive
‘to proper debe'te or to the peace of mind
of gentlemen on- the  treasury - benches.
‘Shall: we go into.your:private business?’
1 sisked “Mri Davin. ‘Shall: I forinstance,
“inquire into “the' private busmess of ‘the

statement made to me that- a man has
‘gone into a bank in this town' and placed
to.the éredit of the ml"l“‘;l $40,000 and |
marched out"".”‘

The" whole."'lmracter of {liis muendo is”

‘which. would impel t:he Sun to repeat. the
slander ‘involved.” “Ta- the first -place, no:
sich deposit may ‘ever have been made to
Mr. Sifton’s credit. Phé man who told
‘Mr. Davin about it may have been’ lying.
Mr. Davin may have invented the story
1 himself. 1t a deposit was made at all; it
may have been of a much smaller amdunt

On . the. other hand, it is a matter of
daily occurrence that sums are deposited
in banks to the credit of ministers. Undér
the Jaw' all tenders must ' be’ accompamed
by a. marked cheque made payable to the
order of the minister dispensing the con-
tract, and thousands of these cheques .are
deposxted at Ottawa every year. ‘The
‘lalv was the same dudtlg ‘the ODnsem
tive .regime and enox‘mous deposnts were
moade to the credxt of miinisters .at the
baan, yet no one ever hinted at any-

may be that it was snchi a-deposit as this |
whichk Mr. Davin’s eav resdropping infor-
mant: dxawvu-e& ,.Is,,,xsnmore prabable,

duct of M. Davms ﬁond and pre)udxc.od
m;gmntmn

The second example belongs to a less
harmful class of slanders. It follows close-
Jy after the Davin romance:

“ALappier man is Mr. Connors of ‘Buf-’
falo. He . has made a. great foltune in a
few months with the help,_ of Mr. Tarte.
Two ~years ago the minister of public.
works declared with. emphasig that no
_private company should own eclevaiors in
Montreal. ‘The harbor board. controlled
the situation, and the minister of public
“works controlled - the harbor board, but
wwhen My. Counors appearcd on the scene,
-backed, up by a few Outglno .and Mon-
treal nolltlcal capitalists, M Tarte took
a.sharp turn. Mr. Connors got all he
wanted, the right to build elevators in
Montréal, the franchises - at Port Col-
Dborne,; and all the l'eqmred monopoly
privileges.”

*This stntement is concencd in’ “gtich &’
palpab.le spirit, of pre]ud.\ce and hosuhty
that, ity m\utnéally.carues its own antidote
w;th it. It fairly illustrates: the . pohq .
]mwc.ver:, Which, we .u-e hcre CthlLllelg;
and it must bt,uke fhe Iau-'xumded readet

‘wé iepe&f are undeniable, ahd we cannot

ing profitted by the -four years of dis-

ministers of the interior and:go:into thet

vort.‘h obseumg, as. \\ell as the’ motne <

thing dlshonolable in that conneetion. It

lLiowever,: that thewhele yars 4s the;pro-f.

as some\vhah remarkable that. in {ihis
jaunty: air of - confidence the Sun is able to |

POOR DOCUMENT

i MI'SLLADIRG__‘AA"I’q m'{? aipl

The Ottawa correspondence of the Sum,
which is written by the editor of that
paper, Mr. S. D. Scott, contains the fol-
lowing extraordinary statement:

"The five great spending departments at
present. are the public works, the, railways,
the interior, the militia and - the post
office. After them come the marine and
fisheries, the. penitentiarics, the mounted
police. Tor a’ month the House hag been
discussing the budget, which is or ought
to be o statement of the financial opera-
tions of the govermnent ds a whole and
of the various'departments.  But ‘not-one
of thése ‘departinénts ‘has yet brought
down a report -of' the operation of .the
s year that ended last:June. The House
has been asked to wote supply for the
|: year beginning next July without know-,
| ing ‘what was.done with the money \'oted
for the same departm nt two years ago.'
' ThiS s sxmply a gcapda The like ‘of* it
‘has not béen seen sihce the union of the
olonies. Undoubtedly: this is the poorest
business adlmmatranon that Canada’ bas
3etseent"" SR

‘Any,qne reading lhe above would :na,tm-
| ally. conclide., thaf; ‘the representatnes of
tlle people sxttmg in. the House of ‘Com-
mona liad 1o means of learning how’ thé
money- voted by .them had.been spent.
As-iMe. . Scott has in his' possession .the:
‘auditor - general’s. report which contains
every item ‘of -expenditure: in ihe most
minute detail we_tan only anclude -that
the' - paragraph ~ containing - so absurdly
false a statement’ was written in *‘a mo-
ment of weakness.”” Mr.
will lose his reputation for veracity.if:he
keeps oh writing such fairy tales. - The
“auditor gencm.l’s report was issued at the,
begmnmg of the'session and every' mem-
ber..of the House iof Commons. c4n. learn
from it how'"évery ddllar lias been ex-
pemled dhl

Mr. bcott; cﬂ'orts at decephon, ho“-
ever, dt:tI not end W ith his’ sta.tement Jn re-
gard ‘01 thé !xpendxtuw Hc goeg on to
say.

The heads of tvm of these depnrtments
am.mt;df.the country.
militia depdrtment. might alimost * as “well
be away, consxglenng the' amourit Wwhich
he does niot know when" he is’present.Lhe
postmaster, general puts in'a fleeting ap:
pear'\rice ‘gecasionally, but though he . has
Mr. b.I.a.x'tpt; depar’omnnt in addition, to
" hig o»zn, he is seldom in his place to an:
swer’, questmna When Mr. Tarte was in
Ottawa! € Fa¥“Pretty regular in: his: até
tendamce 'bu very tmreliable in his ‘state-
ments. Sir Richard was .unsually present
in ‘the = afternoons,  but .nobody .ever
thqugbt of asking him “anything. Mr. Tarte
in Canada gives-his attention to *‘business
is business” questions, such #s the bargain
with Mr, Connors.- The rest of “his time
he dev tes to ‘an appeal to the people of
Quebeczt@ af.and by him in resisting the
blgotry of thee “Qrangists.”, .

It wc%uld be difficult to pen a paragraph
| 1oore, false, 1a.nt.‘l misledding than the above
The onlys truthfal: statements. in: it are
‘that Mr_Tarte apd Mr. Sifton are qut of
the countrys The reasons for. their absence

isen 41114

laht.lc l g s'the  nieanbime their depm‘.‘t-
ment,s iaf' ﬁemg well looked after. “Mr.
uthexlumf «svho has. charge of Mr. ®if-
ton’s deff@Ftment is-always on'‘hand and
is ready to answer any . question. Mr.
\{ulocl{ atténds to Mt. ‘Tarte’s department
and 8 1£a'r from’ being “seldom in‘ his
plaqe answer queshons is always there
wherb ?ntcd Mr. \rIulocL has answeréd
miore-questions this session than any ether
member of the government. The state-
ment that Dr. Borden is not well informed
in regard to the affairs of the militia de-
partment is almost too absurd for senous
attention: - We challengc Mr. Scott to
naine 6né,’,q\l’estxou in connection with the
militia department which the minister has
been ungble’ to answer. The managing
director qf the Sun, Licut. Colonel Mark-
lmm, has stated that Dr. Borden is- the
beehfmmwter of militia Canada ever had
aud thexe! cannot.be a . doubt that thxs
new & cdrrev,t fe has beeri an officer of
the; nuhfm for many years and there is
nuﬂmg in commeetion—with~the- details of
‘miltkia business that-he dpes nob:thorough-
Jy understand

Scott, we fear, |

/The head of the.|:

ane Well ‘hnéh 'n; they are attending to pub-|
ke 'Bﬂ‘slnppslon the other side of the At- &

annoufice’ thé fact that Mr. - Conness.“‘has.
‘made ja great fortune in a few months
)\1t.h the help of, Mr. l«ute;. 4

. Haw does the Sun l\now that ‘\Ir Con-
nors Has 1uade a great, fortunc’ Ml “Con*
nors* Entelpllse is  vet m thc prxmary
stagcs, and the makmg of any moncy out
of . it must neLensarl]y be a ‘matter of un-
certainty. Jt will, at a.ll events, be a mat-
ter of years of tlme "And as to Mr:
“Tarte’s “help, the minister may have as-
sisted Mr. Connors; buf he did not do so
unmvoperlv- The whole {ransaction was
carried out in the light of day, every de-
tail of it having been pubhshed and- dis-
cussed for months bLfore the ‘contract was
signed. - The contract was not with M.

of Moutxcal There " was inothing* wrong
about the matter; nor was it ever sug-
gested by anyone in Montreal . that the
condutt of Mr. Tarte was open to censure.
It rcmams for the Sun tu do s0 by im-
plu,atiou

/. Tt will probably ntnl;n the people of St,,
John that: this ‘gratuitous slur.-on: the
Lonnors “¢ontract ‘is in exceedingly bad '
taste uu ihe pa,rt of the Sun. Unless one
is, w«hmnted in proceeding on. tll\e as-.
sumphon that ever"thlng done. b\ the gov
ermncnt iy open to que»tlon, this .was. & -
transaction worthy of lngh Lommcndation
—partu,u‘larly from the winter polt stand-
“point, Under the Conuors_ contract, 35,-
000,000 bushels of grain is to be bwught
to the port of Montreal annually, and in
that fact there are large possibilities for
‘St. ‘John.. In the very nature of thmgs
the grain will not all be exported during
the Montreal season of nuwgaiwn,a.nd in
thé handling of what'is left over St.’Joln
‘has every reason to expect a fair ghare.
The Sun kmows this; but ‘ealousy plays
stich a lavge-part in. itd treatsentrol; poli-
'tival oppaenents that:it. prifets to.uttge:

fack. .

oy gn- SRC SIS "A-W .‘:#':"5'

We regret to have to say ‘that réckless

Tarte, but' with-the harbor commissioners |

= ,u\ i1, vesultifg.in 35,000,

statements, without any basis ‘of ‘trath to
support them, luvc bccqme bo comnon in
the Sun @as.-no longer to: -exgite rcmaak
1f this i "*‘the  poorest ¢ ‘business “adminis-
tmtlon that Canada 'has yet seen’ what
‘¢hall we ‘say of an administration that hdd
l{aggmt for minister of nulvsays and Mon-
tague | “for minister of agriculture. 'Lhere
is no qucstlon that this is the best busi-
ness admxmﬂtmbmn that Canada has ever
had although “business iy business’”, is not’
its motto when dcalmg with Great Britain
and British mtcrests “That ‘distinction is
x'eaervcd for the ll'esalan leader of the op-
positipn, Sir Charles Tupper.

THE OTTAWA FIRE.

The! disaster which has overtaken Ottawa
is one which appeals strongly to the sym-
pathies of the people of St._John who have
liemselves ‘passed through a similar or-
deal. I We know wlat it is to be houseless
an humclcs.s, to'be’furned o the street’
wnth our boods dn(l qlmtf.elb and to 'see
them dcstwyed before -our faees, for few.,
‘cities lmve :ever paszed-through such-a tea-
von of tmuble as St. John did as a résult
of the il;e of 1877 ‘and no city ever ‘had
a4 n@re, generous response than that which
came to its aid as a result of that fire.
Long. before the ashes were cold helping
hands were extended to us, not only from
this continent, but from Europe and our
friends in the United States were partic-
ularly forward in sending their contribu-
tions to assist the sufferers by the terrible
conflagration which had laid the cit} low.
We can therefore appreciate more readily
the terrible misfortune which has over-
la...eu the city. of Otlawa and its suburb,
ersong -peing
éd_m ot do:u:,\apdm.. t, diaiht, Gt

living, for the mills and factories where
they worked have also gone up in the
flames. We are sure that, the people of
St. John will respond most heartily to any
appeal that is made to them for assistance
as individuals and . the community of St.
John..in 'its corporate eapacity will also
contribute to the relief of the Ottawa and
ITull ‘sufferers, -and the gives doubly who
gives dt ontce.
taken for the forwarding of funds to Ot-
tawa tlw better, and this c1ty must do its
sl;are to“ragds relieving it. -The Telegraph
will be glad to receive and forward any
. subscriptions that may be:sent: to. this of«
Jfice for that purpose.

ATHE LESSQNS OF THE OTTAWA [FIRE.

\Ve sare always learning lessons from
 fires and’ other disasters, but unfortunately
these lessons are o6nly learned after the
amisehicf ‘,‘lms been wrought, so that it be-
comhes’ ‘frequently a -case of locking the
stable door after the steed is stolen. Every-
bedy now '_car'x tell why the fire ‘which re-
cently. devasted Hull and Ottawa proved
so umnanageable and extended over so
widé an arca, The whole place was a

mass of \luﬂflmmable material. Quantities
of dry lumber were stored there piled in
such & fashion for .drying .purposes that

dible. Near them" were mills of inflam-
mable. material with wooden roofs to in-
vite-destruction by, their combustible char-
acter..
covered swith frame houses, most of them
with shmgle ‘roofs, a | style of bmldmg

.}.and’ avhich: in fact burnt up- in"* bundreds,
‘it bemg 1xnpos=xble for any serious effort
to be made to saye them. We know from

a wobden city catches firc and the wind is
high, - the sparks will -fly ‘for half a mile
fire ‘is safe, The very same course was’
so well in cohnection with the fire in St.
John, for when it once got going every-
thing in its path was destroyed. One might
have suppoeed that as Hull was burnt over
twenty 'years ago and ‘the people of that
‘place’and Ottawa had also'the example of
the great ‘St. John fire before them, they
would have endeavored to guard against
such an overwhelming disaster as the re-
cent | conflagration, but' we are not apt
to learn much from the experiénce of others
especially” when the lesson.to be learned
is one that is likely to cost us some money
or ihconvenience. - The ‘people of Hull and
of thit portion of’ Ottli.wa wbxch was’ de-
stroyed: found ;it cheaper and’ easier to
blnld inflammable wooden structures than
to erect buildings of a'less perishable char-
acter: and'so the lessotrof our conflagra-
tion “and of all similigr, disasters was
.thramn, away. ,31.“. 1.4

1t must be confessed, however, that the
quesuon of ﬁres is becomihg d very seri-
ous oné in'Canadd dnd it istone to which
the people will have to appl¥: themselves
thoughtfully and seriously- at no distant
date.: Therc is -a continual tendency on
the  part: of ‘eéveryone’ to meglect such rea-
sonable prcumtxonu as’ have been shown
to be nq.ccgsary and ﬁ Ls ‘only when ‘we
see a square. mile of a city destroy ed in a,
few hours that we realize what a terrible
danger we are ‘in" by not giving more at-
tention fo precauhons against fire. After
the St: John fire Jaws were enacted limit-
ing the area over which wooden buildings
could be erected and making it imperative
to: put gravel roofs on all structures, and
this undoubtedlv lld.s lxad a good cffect
and has saved us from a repetition of the

same time there is a tendency on the part
of the pnbhc ‘to rela*{ the precautions
ugamst fire and .to imagine 'that we are
now. am)a,xently secu:e from ‘all  danger.
There cbuld net be.a

fight a fire is to prevent a fire, Lo have
the applmnces for attacLiug it near -at
hand and so abundant’ that 1t can be in-
stantly put out.
extend iteelf over two or three acres the
question of stopping it is often a problem
that cannot be solved. There is no doubt
‘that the ()Lta\m fire ‘would
more destructive than it was and would
"possibly have swept away the whole of
that’ city had it not been for the change
of the wind which drove the flames away
from the parliament buildings and other
costly structures. It would not have been
pleasant for us to contemplate. the fact
that the beautiful parliament buildings of
Ottawa, the home of our government and
of our legislature had been dc»tw)‘ed be-
cause the pecple of that ut) had neglected
all reasonable precautions for its safety
against five. Yet it is altog gcther pmbdb]e
that these buildings would have been de-
stroyed if the wind had: lltld the same
direction during. the whole day that it
had wiien the fire began.
the Ottaswd five are léssens which should
be taken deeply. to heart by the residents
ql Canada. - ! /
§ o
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RIFLE SHOOTING.
. B el 5 * 0

The present -war .in  South, Africa. has
demonstrated that the chief qualification
of a soldier is to Be a-good sliot, for it-has
been slm\sn that a man who is cool and
brave who is a good shot and who knows
his right hand from his left is likely to
be as good a soldier as one who has been
drilled fox three \edrs under the strictest
mlhtdly discipline. It therefore appeais
¢lear that any eountry-that wishes to have
an efficient force of soldiers or militia
should devote the greater part of its ex-
perlditm:e in that line to the perfecting

‘p:operty being dgstroyadc ﬁe .gf-.tlu,

The sooner measures” are |

the flames had the best opportunity pos--

The:rest of the area devasted was -

‘whiely. is parﬁ.xcularly ﬁtted to catch fire, |

our own'experiedce ‘in §t. John that.when |,

or ‘mote;and nothing to the  legward of the :

followed in Ottdwa, that we all remember |

great conflagration of "1877. But at the |

graVer unséaKe Al
experiences show that the plopel way Lo":

If the fire is allowed to'!

have bcen;

The lessens of |

4 rica.

of their’ .al‘l\lb dnd’ in’ teathmgthe men to |
| mon “hd rega:rds Paul Kruger's nligarchyr] degre

worst eﬂecta ofb ﬂm ‘;,1,; 4 t‘w . ! o e
llﬁ\ﬁ‘ﬁ inot only ronhw T g gople’ ‘ ll l ; i :::,
less, but has' faKen awiy their ieans of' .

2y (d ey i Eveaninn @) B anend

CLOTHING FOR BOYS OF 310 20
AND BVERY AGE BETWEEN.

- ‘where.

sort we sell.

showing of
Cheviots, made up swell as you

$2.50 to $6.00.

ternsin Tweeds,
steds, - .-

beauty.

Serges. -

ng Street;
Corner Germam.

SHE B LSS ol

that of our garments

'VESTEE SUITS for hoys 3 to 9 years, A splendid
Vestee Suits in Serges and Fancy

TWO - PIECE  PLEATED SUITS.
These are all-around favorites for
“the lads until they round the 12-
year mark. Immense line of pat-

BOYS’ BLOUSE SUITS, ages 3 to
12 years. Weare showing alarge
stock -of -Blouse Suits in many
different stylesyand- every one a

You will find Checks,|..

Plaids and Stripes, and Blue

ever saw them,

Serges anth Wor-

$1.50 to $5.00.
appearance.

$1,25 to $5:25

e

R

. It is a queer complamt to hear —* Can't Wear his clothes out and -

hes tnrecl of them -—Yet we've heard more than one mother say '
But it ism't a fault. thats common every ﬁ: :

Clothes that-mll wear and wear- untll your . boy 1s wearv
of the sught of them are pretty well put together. And thats the._ ‘

BOYS’ SINGLE BREASTED SACK
SUITS, for ages 9 to 16 years, in a
splendid variety of newand sea-
sonable spring woollens in fancy -
effects and plain colors. They are
carefully and well made and will
stand any amount of “pulling .and.
haulmg wnthout losing. their neat

YOUNG MEN'S SUITS, for ages 17

t0-20,” These suits are “fashioned -
" to meet the speclal requirements .-
of . the young men, in Tweeds and  °
Serges. - - %5. 00 to $15.00.

- $3.00 to $8 00

GREATER OAK HALL_,

~SCOVIL BROM.

&GO

ST ]OHN N. B.

fy i e
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ficiéntly trained as shots and to a certain
extent the same compjaint may l)c made
in regaid to the militia of-Canada. The
system 'which  has’ been pursued in times
past for the purpose of making the militia
good marksmen has ‘been -ealculated to

shots and’ te-leave the vast majority 'of
the militia:‘without any training at all, or
with a training in rifle shooting which is
quite insufficient. ‘We are glad to see
{hat this matter is now receiving the at-
tention of men who take an interest in
our wmilitia affairs.
Provincial Rifle Association meetings and
a Dominion Rifle Association, meeting at
a large.cost is be'ng attacked and not
without good reason for we see ‘the same
names of marksmen at these meetmgs
v year after year and the whole number of

up one strong battalion:

There are neatly 40,000 militia mep’
Lanada and’ every man.in the force ought
to be a fairly ‘good’ marksman. . This re-
sult’ can only be abtained :by having prac-
_tice_ ap the docal ranges and by . giving
cvery member of every .corps an oppor-
tunity of using his rifle frequently in the
‘course; of the year. Wedo' not want a
few score of pot shooters in” Canada, men
who go to the meeting of the Rifle Asso-
¢iation for the 1)urpow of w inning money
prizes, but we want 40,000 good average
shots, men who can handle a rifle effici-
ently under all circumstances, and who if
they may not attain the very highest
standard of marksmanship are at all events
sufficiently well up in the business of
rifle shooting to make it dangerous for an
enemy to approach them in the open. This
is a matter which ought to engage thc at-
tention of the mlhtm authorities at once,
because if a change is to be in the present
system, the sooner it is made the better.

in’

GOLDWIN SMITHZON THE WAR.'.
i ‘e
Pl.Oie:SOl‘ “Goldwin Smith has given a
‘long ml.ervtew to the, I\ew York Hcmld

|| ‘on the.subject of the war in-South. At-

It is almost needless to say that he
is ‘opposed to the war, _Goldwin ‘Smith
‘has” that kind of a uund which scems to
gravitate to the negative view of all-ques-
tions. Wealthy, in poor health, cynical
and independent, he invariably chamgmons
_the side of the minority, and the wea=er
the  case the stronger are his opinions.
This leaves him in a somcwhat lonely po-
sition, although an anti-British view of
the war will probably have a sympathetic
du:cytdnce in the United States.

A weakness in Dr. Smith’s argument is
his reiteration of the statement that. the
Transvaal is' a republic. ~This discloscs
either a_blind prejudice on his part or a
bupcrhual study of the situation. ‘I'he

[ nuing’ bt {he Uhited” Staded
LA i v

waile n;s,de ggfect m‘dnu were 5ot sufa;hwt always 3 iad a8 3 EaLE. g

make a -fow favored persons excellent

The plan of having .

persons who .attend them would. not ‘make.

‘ comparative purposes, has little to com-
mend his judgment. Starting, however,
with the assumption that the Transvaal
is a republic, it is an easy step to regard
the war as a struggle for freedom, and to
‘ picture in vwd colors the battle of the
weak against the strong. Tlus is the line
Goldwin Smith has followe(l(m his news-
paper statement. He e\eli goes so far as
to lay the responsibility at the door of
Cecil Rhodes, which is precxsely what Paul
‘Kruger himself has done. Such observa-
_tions rob the mterv1ew of the judicial
bearing which -one would _expect from a
scholar of Dr Smith’s standmg .
“Nobody seems to care what wrong is
done to the weak,” says,l’zqfessor blp_lth
It would be more. to his credit if he show-
ed an equally strong appremdt.on of the
wrongs of -the Outlanders, but on that
. subject lie 'is silent. « his “shows thdt he
lcxther ignores, the foundatxon *6f the whole
“trouble, or is lgnomnt “of it.
i native i3, haldly probable Pl,ofeaeor Smith
‘ought to see that the freedom’ that Paul
lxmger is fighting for is the freedom to
oppress, to tax w1thout confenmg c‘ltlzen-
ship, to do wrong aud deny redress, to
rule with despotic and corrupt power, and
to drive the British from South Africa.
No one who has approaehed the matter
with an, open mind doubt: thxs But Dr.
Smith would scarcely - introduce mat-
ter into his interview which would de-
stroy its force, or which would not be ac-
ceptable to the American palat‘e.

THE CAMPAIGN IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The British people are generally becom-
ing somewhat impatient at the slow pro-
gress of the British campaign in South
Africa. They think that more should be
done with the forces at the disposal of
Lord ].ubens and that the ability of
| sinall bodies of Boers to resist large bodies
_of British troops is not creditabie to the

erts has now with him in South Africa
about 900,000 mien, a larger force than has

of Xeérxes; «far larger force than was
employed in the ‘peninsular war. under.

as the- British force 4n the campaign of
Watcrloo.  1f-a- few Boers who are not
goldiers but peasants -can resist 200,000
British troops for an indefinite period
then we may as well conclude that the
training of militia is of no value and that
the lestons of war will have to be learn-
ed over again. 1t seemed probable that
as soon as Kimberly was relieved a force
would be sent north. to relieve Mafeking,
but it does not appear that this is the
case. To allow that similarly beleaguered
little towns to fall, .would be to the highest

F d;s.xed;table and get tb.e prmpeet.,
lggﬁ : relief appsar rather<emote..

The alter:]

management of the campdign. Lord Rob-

ever bech sent across the sea by thie-Brit-
ish nation or any other sinve tie .days

Lord {Wellington' and. six times as' large }

Iy \&a], General Bu.].g. i%‘to Mye, Wh “M“QOP-

doné nothing since the relief of Ladysmith,

‘although his army must be stfonger than
‘that of the Boers.

Perhaps ‘this lack of
energy on the part of the British com-
munity is but the prelude to a great move-
ment on a large scale, which will crush the
Boers outright or envelope them hopeless-
ly in its toils, but we have learned to look
with a good deal of fear on stmtegxc
combinations which heve for their ob)ect
the capture of the Boers. Therefore: it
can be said that the present aspect of
affairs is viewed with very little satisfac-
tion by anyone. No doubt the army has
suffered from lack of terminal facilities
and from the fact that there is only a
single line available for the purpose of
bringing up troops and supplineé, yet the
Boers seem to move about without regard

to the rgilway and arc found everywhere.

We trust that the present, week will see
a dmnge Ain ‘the aspect of affairs.in bouth

Aﬁrua and*that. before it closed we mey .

be- dl)l@ to chronicle a substantial - suceess

| for the Bntlsh arms,

INTERFERENCE, NOT PREFERENCE

At B:Iuntreel Sir Charles Tupper made

strenuous efforts to have it clearly under- .

stood that his policy of a wmutual prefer-
cnce. was: based upon the conviction that
such a method was the best possible way
of solidifying the Empire. Sir Charles may
be right in this, or he may be wrong; but
it is clearly a matter which should he l‘eft-

very largely to the judgment of the Erit-

ish people. If they think it is in ‘the in-
terests of the Empire, and will tend to im-
prove its unity and strength, they will
adopt it; but it would be unbecoming ¢n
our part to insist on it or to endeavor
to obtain it on the threat of withhelding
our preference. Human nature. is pretly
much the same the world over, and while
men are free and- selfrespecting they are
not'apt to yield ander pressure what they
would! not grant ultder persuasxon and the

 force of ‘reason.

It is not fair to assume that the Lib-
erals are opposed to England giving us a
preference simply becauke tiey ‘are not
fdllowing the couise outlinedl by Sir
Charles Tupper. If, at the outcet, they
had made such a proposition as the Con-
scrvative leader now ¢lings to, it is quite
certain that he would have Leen the first
to oppose it _He would have said at once:
“Just see what these disloyal Grits are
doing. They are taking England by the
throat and insisting on their pound of
flesh before doing their plain duty.” One
can easily imagine how Sir Charles, with
apoplectic indignation, would hav; run
the changes on such a mt‘uatmn It woulg
have harmonized finely with the race and
disloyalty cry which he was then shout-
ing. It is a fortunate thing for the c¢oun-

try that we have at tlie head of afuirs
Iyen who  are capable of tdk'ng lnrge \mws :

and whow actiony tbe pcc;
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