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SAINT JOHN, FRIDAY MORNING, JAN. 21, 1910.

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE RAKE-OFF,

Saw-dust
ofticer of

had bought the
market price, an
the minister ‘who bought it got busy with a contractor
who cheerfully certified that
Thereupon it seems

After the Government

wharf at seven times the

in the department,
the geven-fold price was
that the contractor got more contracts. Doubtless the
middleman who got the six hundred per cent. profits,
will at any time be willing to certify that the con-
tractor is not too well paid for his work. All of them
a first class certificate from the jour-
ging contractor, and by the middle-
rake-off from one public works

same

moderate,

are dead sure of
a dre

nal owned by

man who gol §
contraet,

It is also interesting to mnote that the participants
of the $35,933 rake-off are In full cry after Mr. O. 8. Crock-

et, who in the public interest has done something to bring
details to light, There is no doubt they can
bring plenty of persons to say that a wharf which the
owner could not sell for $1,000 and which he did sell
for $700 was worth $5,000. 1 it had suited the gov
and the campaign funds to wmake the price
$10.000 or $20,000, it would be possible for Mr. Pugs-
ley to find his department to justify the
purchase, contractors to say that he had made a great
contractors and middlemen to say
was too low.

these

ernment
officers in
bargain, and other

through their newspapers that the price
When the government paid $13,500 for land at Monc-

= |poisoning has evidently grown ito one of the greatest

“lis a subdued and tolerant member.

“public affalrs are belng administered, and Wl :
“Is well or il served by ‘those to'whom he must perforce
“entrust the guardianship of ‘his interests. ~ And
“that of all the corrupt acts of the government, all |
“the signs of the degradation and debasement of public

“opinfon which are everywherc‘mmﬂelt. there is not
“one sign so fraught with evil consequences, bot one
“sign so significant of degradation, as the manner in
“which the public press has beon openly and systematic-
“ally debauched year after year, with the full knowledge
“and apparently the full approbation of almost every
“cluss of the well to do supporters of the government, and
“with very' few evidences of any great disapproval even
“on the part of those who were not supporters.”

At the time when Sir Richard made this declaration,
the government was paying $42,713 to the press for ad-
vertising. It is now paying $282,538.

It was then paying $189,320 for printing and litho-
graphing.  Last year's bill was $944 423,

There was paid last year to the government organ in
Ottawa, right under Sir Richard Cartwright's eyes, more
than $33,000 for government advertising and printing.
There was paid to the Montreal Herald, English organ
of the government in Montreal, the vast sum of $72,500.
ke St. John Suw, which was the government organ in
St. John during the fiscal year, received $13,896. The
Sun itself is our authority for the statement that when
it began to express an independent opinion, this patrons
age was withdrawn, and that it has received intimation
that the favor will be restored when criticism ceases,
The Moncton Transeript got $12,610 and did not criticise,
To the three journals mentioned, the government last
year paid more than half the total sum paid by the
late government in 1896 to all the newspaper offices, all
the private printing establishments, and all the litho-
graphing concerns in and out of Canada. The well-

activities of the administration of which Sir Richard

MR. CHAMBERLAIN.

Mr. Chamberlain’s day may be nearing its sunset,
but the great tariff reform leader has been spared to
see the cause which he has advocated on the way to
victory. He seen the Unionist leaders, who at
first rejected his message, either adopt the platform or
disappear from positions of influence in the party. The
Unionist party is today not more united on any question
than on the tariff issue. Mr. Chamberlain was the
statesman who brought this question into the sphere
of practical polities, He has lived to see it the prin-
cipal issue in a general election, and the one issue on
which he and his friends have made gains,

The Kingdom of England is declaring for tariff re-
form. Ou this question Greater London has changed
sides, giving a Unionist majority of six instead of a
Liberal majority of fourteen, and showing a tariff reform
majority of more than 57,000 in place of the Liberal ma-

has

jority of 16,000 in 1906, Liverpool is nearly
solid for Mr, Chamberlain's programme, and
of the score of ridings in and near Bjrmingham,
nearly every one is with Birmingham's

favorite son. A majority of the large cities, a majority
of the small cities, and a vast majority of the counties
in England are for tariff reform. Scotland is slower to
change, Wales is against the Church of England and
the Lords, and Ireland is for Home Rule. But the

just been bought in the open market at

ton which had
as shown that the department got the Jand |

$5,000, it was
for less than it was worth.

When the same department paid $45,400 for land in
Halifax just bought by the $18,500, wit

middleman for ‘
were found to suy that the government had m:nd«-‘
|

nesses
f great bargain,

When the government required land at Winnipeg,
and after waiting for the middlemen to buy at sw,suo,l
them $222,000, before they had fairly
completed their purchase, it was proved by government |
witnesses that the land was worth more than the gov-|
paid. l
If this statement is correct we are forced to a singu- |

cheerfully paid

erome

far conclusion, It would seem that when the govern- |
ment wants to buy land the owner, if he is a Mx‘uugwr;
to the machine, is suddenly seized with a malady which |
takes his He becomes willing to sell
his property for fraction of Thus |
Mr. O'Leary, who is usually re garded as a good busines |
lost his reason at a critical moment and sold his|
'f to a middleman for one-seventh of its value. |
ral men were simultaneously smitten in
the same way, and with one accord threw away their
Before and after

away gment.

a mere its value,

man,

S Moncton

land to Mr. Lodge for a mere trifle,
the oceurrence they appeared to be sane, but at the
critical moment they lost all sense of values, Likewise
five or six nominally keen busin men of Halifax were
at one time afflicted with a mania for wasting their pos-
sessions. In this period of aberraiion, one of them sold
$27,000 worth of property for $7,000. Again, Finley .\lu(‘-‘
jutosh and the members of the Arctic lce Company, all
business men who had previously taken good care of
themselves, suddenly became possessed of some demon
which prompted them to sell for $125 an acre several |
guarter sections of land which- were worth $280. In
all these cases the sufferers never knew of their malady
until the government had bought the land at its fair
Vilwe, L

Land holders are not the only people who -are
exposed to this judicial blindness. A Montreal house
has been steadily selling to a middleman and to the
public also, certain engines for $265, which the rake-off
operator turned over to the government at $550 at the
place where he himself bought them. Other eéngines
bought for $335 in the open market were sold to the
government for $960. Whole light-house outfits were
turned over on such margins, and officers of the depart-
ment were found to certify in the records and to testify
to-the committee that the price paid by the government
was a fair one. The srange thing is that the regular
traders continue to sell the goods regularly to the public
ot halt or less than half the price which the gov-
ernment has paid. Every inquiry into these matters
was reported by the contractors’ organs as a triumph
for the department, and confusion for the critics, down
to the time that a royal commission reported the facts.

But why does not the government sometimes by some
chance buy land or goods at the absurdly low prices
l!ut the original vendors make to other people who buy
from them? After all there is the plain question why
the government should not have bought the Sawdust
wharf from Mr. O'Leary for $700 instead of from Mr.
Murrny at $5,000,

POISONERS AT LARGE.

~ The industry of “poisoning the wells,” which Sir
Richard Cartwright was wont to attack in other days, is
SN in active operation. Volume two of the Auditor
Genéral’s report just received, shows that the govern-
mient’ payments last year to the press for advertising
ere $282,538. 'The bills for printing and lithographing

| were $944,423, the whole showing an increase of some
12 per cent, over the previous year. ; YA

- “There is one act,” said Sir Richard, “which even

savages and barbarians is looked npon as inhu-

‘exigencies of war, and that is the poisoning of the

i i

apostie of tariff reform has had success enough for
one campaign.

A BAD DAY FOR THE LIBERALS.

Tt begins to look like a majority of less than a
hundred for the Asquith government. A Conservative
gain of thirteen county seats in the first fifty or sixty
polls, without a single gain for the government, indicates
a great ative sweep in the rural ridings of
ngland. There is no longer any doubt that the gov-
ernment will come out of England in a minority, so
that the rebuke to the Lords will come from Scottish
Liberals, Welsh friends of Lloyd-George and Irish
Nationalists. These have the same right as Englishmen
to administer such a rebuke, but it was in England that
mast of the fiery attacks on the Lords were made, and
to Englishmen that they were addressed. The London
populace called so often to Hyde Park and Trafalgar
Square to be told how to vent their indignation, have

Conserv

done it by giving a majority for the offender. The
sacred rights of the people that have been violated
do not appear to be valued by the majority of the

Even in Wales two ridings
have deserted Mr. Lioyd-George. This may not be a
strong indication of anything in particular. The Stan-
dard remarked some days ago that a solid Wales would
not occur twice. Perhaps more than two will secede
and we may then conclude that the Welsh non-conforme
ists felt more strongly on the school guestion than on
the budget and the Lords,

people who owned them.

LEARY TELEGRAPH AND LOGGIE CHEQUE.

Since the days of the Leary telegram, which Leary
did not write, nothing equal to the Loggie offer of $5,500
to Mr. Pugsley for the Sawdust wharf has been contrived.
The marked cheque for the money is a specially fine
touch and thoroughly characteristic,

How natural it all seems. Mr. Loggie would not
buy the whart for $1,000 from the man who had it to sell.
He was eager to buy it for $5,600 from a department that
had bought it to keep. He sent his marked cheque
before he even asked whether the property was for
sale. If that cheque had been kept and the offer ac-
cepted, Mr. Loggie would surely have been the most
gurprised man in New Brunswick.

But there was no such hitch in the programme.
Mr. Pugsley, with fine official gravity, returned the
money, and explained that the government was not sell-
ing wharves, No play follows the rehearsal better
than this did, at least no play since the Leary telegram,
and that was twenty years ago.

Good dredging contracts now for the Loggie firm,
then drop the curtain, and wind up the play with “God
Save The King,” omitting the line “frustrate their knavish
tricks.”

»

CONSERVATIVES GAINING.

At the time of writing 272 elections have been re-
ported out of 670, leaving 298, of which some have been
held but not reported. In the last two days the govern:
ment has ceased to gain seats, while Unionist gains
continue. 'The net opposition gain is 60 seats, or 120
on o division, reducing the government majority to 210,
It is stated that 22 more gains will leave the Nationalists
with the balance of power. It is altogether likely that
this many gains will be reported out of the next hundred
county elections in Bugland. Of the 84 Nationalist seats,
£3 have already been polled. Yet the total majority
of the ailied parties over the Conservatives is 56.. The
opposition, which at the close of the election of 1906
aumbered only 158, already counts 163, while the govern:
ment side numbers 137 Liberals, 29 Labor and 63 Nation-
alists, & total of 219,

One of the great troubles impending for Mr. Asquith
grows' out of the election of “Joe” Martin, as a govern-
ment supporter.  Mr. Martin has been @& meémber of
three other parliaments, and brief leader of one. He
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FERRY VERSUS BRIDGE

To the Editor of The Standard:—

the attention of your readers. Ald
Potts is made to say in a recent issut
of The Standard, that the claim o
saving $29.000 worth of time is ¢
shrewd piece of engineering. Now
unless I am mistaken, it is not con
sidered very good taste to accuse
another of ulterior motives unless one
has some reason for
other than a desire to
other’s claims,

I have skown that a business mar
going to Sand Point and returning via
the proposed bridge, can accomplish
as much in one half hour as he can
via the ferry in a whole hour. But]
two trips, over and back, are reguired
io accomplish this, that is, he saves
onefourth of an hour each trip. As a
matter of fact, you might double the
value of this saving and still be on
the safe side.

8t, John has had a large supply of
amateur '“experts” to direct our
work, though sometimes outside ex-
perts have been called in to help one
faction or the other win their case.
Last year the alderman was an ama
teur expert ferry manager, now he
has added some experience. It would
futerest the writer at least and 1 ra
ther suspect also some of those tax-
payers, whom he is made to say he
wishes to look at the matter square
in the face, to have a straight detall
statement from the ferry chairman
of just what it costs to run the ferry
and how the money is expended. Also
what is received and how. We shall
then have some definite data to work
from. If the town will grow large
enough to support both a bridge and
a ferry, that is just what it seems to
me the citizens want, and the quicker
it is brought about, the better.

As to the past forty vears, the eas

belittle the

largely burned to the ground and re
built in that time. She has
through the transition period

petative control of the trade of thi

petition of Ontario and Quebec a

connection, and still she has held he
own and is beginning to grind.
So if we judge the future by th

of the ruts and have a city fitted t

energy that should now be ready t
accomplish still greater works.

Any one who says the ferry is

suitable means of communication be

has some personal reason for makin

uated as to giye the matter seriou
thought.

As to the question of the definit
location of the proposed bridge,
hardly appreciate the force of thi
remark unless “none so blind as thos
that will not see.”

As to the alderman's fifty thousan

as though he were starting out as a
amateur in another direction.
Yours,
F. W. HOLT.
St. John, N. B, Jan. 19, 1910,

PUENSNISERE----

AT THE HOTELS

Royal.

Fredericton;

Atchingon,

tor:

Ft. William l-‘ I:‘uul

1. Beanett, Sackville;
Liverpool, Eng.; L.
Sumner,
fax; H,
Sackville,

Victeria.

Worcester; *J. A. Bell, Frederi

Sir,—Pardon me for asking more of

hig statement |

‘After the Holidays’
“We are now MARKING TIME,
especially on watches, clocks and|
jewelry,”” that | am MARKING
DOWN to almost cost prices, and
they must go te make room for
{ other lines soon coming in.
L A SPLENDID LINE OF

-} GENTS’ WATCHES
of most reliable makes, in SOLID
GOLD, GOLD FILLED, Silver and
GUN METAL cases.

A fine assortment of Ladies’

. aline Cases and also Wristlet

84 Prince William Street, - -

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

Barnes & Co’s., Special Pens

They excel all others in smoothness and durabilty.

BARNES & (0., Ltd., - Stationers and Printers,

- ST. JOHN, N. B.

EDGECOMBE

|
1 latest styles Hunting, Open Chat.

—

Watches now so popular every-

where. ®

Call and see goods and get prices.
Special personal attention given

to all repair work on the premises

and satisfaction guaranteed.

W. Tremain Gard,

HIGH-

104 KING STREET

GGes TAILORS

Importers of High-Grade Cloths for Gentlemen's Wear.

& CHAISSON,

TRINITY * BLOCK

Goldsmith, J ler and Optici
NO. 77 CHARLOTTE STREET,

KELLEYS WITNESS 1

THROWN INTD JAiL

United States Authorities Un-

earth Charges Upon The
Strength of "Which Smugg-
ling Case Witness is Jailed .

side of the city of St. John has been

gone
from
one of the leading shipbuilding and
shipowning cities of the world to a
mercantile city; from having a pres-
tige that gave her an almost uncom-

province, and the adjacent shores of
her sister province unlooked for com-

brought about by improved railway

past it is time to get to work, get out

properly give scope to the dormant

tween the east and west sides either

the statement or has not been so sit-

dollar assessment it looks very much

C. Blake Robertson, Ottawa; Geo.
L. Sheppherd, Montreal; John E. Fran-
cis, Halifax; A, F. Street, W. P. Boyd,
T. Beresford, Toronto;
Mrs, F. 8. Nelson, Picton; G. B. Astell,
Man-
: R F. dolph, Fredericton;
D. Gallagher, Montreal; F. P. Grant,
Boston; P. 8. Archibald, Moncton; A.
Fred Dyke,
C. Burpee, F. W.
Moncton; W. R. Lugar, Hali-
B. Gould, Sussex; F. B. Black,

A. M. Dann, Hampton: James Wat-

DeBee, Jan. 20.—Since the trial at
Portland, Me., of Wm. Kelley, who
t|is supposed to have been kidnapped
in this side of the boundary, public
interest in the case has somewhat
subsided but the parties most inter-
ested have not let their interest wane.
Two events have transpired since Mr.
Kelley's trial which may tend to have
an influence upon his fate, viz:

Some parties who are desirous of
seeing Kelley detained by the U, S.
authorities and sentenced, have had
the man who made a sworn statement
to the fact that he witnessed the ar-
rest and that it was illegal, arrested
and lodged in Portland jail. The ar-
rest was made for an offence commit-
ted some time ago, and influential par-
ties here who have watched the case
with interest state that it is their be-
lief that the arrest was made in this
particular time in order to lessen the
influence of the sworn statement and
to make the case appear as bad as
possible.

Kelly’s friends have not been slum-
bering the while, for a gentleman of
this locality who is particularly inter-
ested in the case, has taken occasion
& to do a little travelling in Maine and
1| #tates that he has been able to locate
the Mr, Black, who decoyed Kelley
to the boundary.

Whether either of these events will
a materially effect Kelley’s prospects
vet remain to be seen. That Kelley
has many warm friends in this local-
ity who sympathize with him in his
present difficulty, is evidenced by the
fact that more than $200 has been
collected by popular subseription in
order to defray the necessary expenses
of his trial, ete.

LUNENBURE SCHOONER
REPORTED IN DISTRESS

Digby Fisherman Supplies Lilla
B. Hirth with Provisions off
Seal Island --- Stamer Un-
mindful of Distress Signals.
Digby, N. S..—:Vrn._m).—-'l‘he Digby

fishing schooner Albert K. Lutz, Cap-

tain John Apt, which arrived at Low-

er Bast Pubino on Tuesday night, re-
ports falling in with the schooner
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RECORD STEVEOORING
FENT AGCOMPLISHED

Ten Thousand Tons of Cargo
Discharged and Loaded
From Canadian at Boston
in Four Days.

i Boston, Mass., Jan., 20.—A splendid
feat of stevedoring has been done
on the Leyland liner Canadian, which
thereby will be able to depart for Liv-
erpool at four o'clock tomorrow after-
noon. The Canadian arrived from Liv-
erpool Sunday with 4500 tons of car-
go, the largest car®o from Liverpool
to Boston on record. Her hatches
were broken open Sunday afternoon
and work begun on discharging the
large quantity of merchandise stored
in her holds. Even while some qf the
cargo was still being removed, commo-
dities for the’outward voyage were be-
ing taken aboard, and as there was
about 5,500 to 6,000 tons dead: weight
to be shipped, the total amount which
will have been handled in four days
by the ’longshoremen will be 10,000
tons in round figures,

AMHERST TENEMENT 13
GUTTED BY FLAMES

Remarkable Escapes in Fire
Which Yesterday Destroyed
Building Owned By C. C.
Hewson of Amherst.

Amherst, N. 8, Jan. 20.—A bad fire
broke out at 8 o'clock this morning in
the wooden building owned by C. C.
Hewson on Victoria street and occup-
fed by J. C. Reid and Son, as a
tailoring establish t and upstairs
by Ives Pipes, ex-chief of police, and
others as tenements. The building is
gituated between a stone block occupi-
ed by the Canadian Pacific Railway
Co. and & i1di pied
by the Cumberland Drug Co. The
building was completely gutted, but
no damage was done to either side.

The fire is supposed to have orit
ginated from a defective flue in the
kitchen of Mr. Pipes’ tenement. It had
gained great headway when the fire
men were* called out, and after an
bhour's hard work in the dense smoke
the fire was got under control.

Some remarkable escapes were
made through windows by the in-
mates above. The well known lawyer,
J. T. Smith, who occupled rooms, was
taken out of the window by the fire-
men along with the Pipes family. Fred
Cameron, the well known runner, was

son, el Lilla B, Hirtle, Captain Gildert, from
Bom, e t. * MeAdat: W. LSt Martins, West lodies, bound tof Siso, Compeltd 10 RN mother Wit
o ae M. D., Vaniceboro; M. F. Keith,| Lunenburg, her home port, with a|3tte’ L o i o gy
Moncton; N. J. Porter, Moose Jaw;|cargo of salt. She was flying signals dow, where WY Waken Care On oo
N OStott, . Griffiths, Winnipeg; J. W.| of distress and was aBiout thirty miles R ik it :
D cou” . 4. Btevens, Halifax; J. A.|south southwest from Seal island. | E10O% . yad-lompodrrsendoss 3 the o
Huntley, Moncton; Id J. Chap-| The captain says he hove to and|§™'cy R:d.t;'bn' e :,m e::-
man, London. waited for her to come up. Captain| g Cr 3H¢ S0
- ‘ Gildert reported e bad been out of| SO, % iter 1t is wnderstood
? provisions for four days, The Lutz by BUS WHO. . ered
PUBLIC NOTICE e hina. with peovisions aad Oil.| L) SerUien concerned i Sovared By
so— The weather thick he did not | surance. 5
The Board of License ¢ care to h the harbor. R A S A
ers for the County of 8t. John, under itidert sighted Cape Sable
the Liquor License  Act, 1896, and |)ight on the 14th inst, and had to put £
amendments thereto, have fixed the |to sea again s a gule was coming on.
‘wenty-fifth day of fanuary, He broke his main boom and fore his ;
at 2.30 o'clock. in the afternoon, mainsail badly. When the gale abat- ;
office of the Chief Inspector, 42 Prin-|ed he was on Georges in seventeen Hr
”W&mumﬁmﬁ“' rmam.on::lmum. ' ;
as time 2 he a steamer provisions e i
for licenses under said |put ‘steamer paid

RINGS

For Christmas Gifts

A handsome ring is always
an acceptable gift for a lady
and a diamond ring is natural-
ly the one most to be desired.
Our stock includes no poor col-
or, badly flawed stones., We buy
only the better grades of fine
white stones.

Solitaire Diamonds, $20, $25,
$30, $40, $45, $50, $56, $60. All
fine white stones very brilliant.
Others up to §300.

Diamond and Rubles.$18 to $4
Diamonds and Pearls. 16 to 50
Diamonds and Emer-

alds.. .. «. 4. .. 20 t0 35
Diamonds and Sap-
phires. . . . . 16to 42

Let us show you these rings.

L.L.Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, 8t. John, N. B

Just a little

Over the

Price of a Postage
Stamp.

Sc. a day In fact will keep your
clothes cleaned and pressed for
a month. Investigate this.

WILBUR & WATTERS.

20 WATERLOO ST. ,

2

Our New Term
Begins Monday, January 3rd.

We thank the public for the liberal
patronage enjoyed throughout 1909.

We will ‘begin 1910 with the accum-
ulated experlence and prestige of 42
successful years, and hope to make
our 43rd vear the best of all,

Send for catalogue.

and up-to-date Soda D hks
‘'with  the latest and nd
flavors and fancies, "

W. HAWKER & SC
m 104 Prince

tp

possesses thesesqualitic
Manitoba Hard Wheat
* milling’ necessary to p
low-grade particles of
Manitoba Hard Wheat

Ottawa’s Future.

Ottawa, Jan, 20.—That
destined to be more than -
of Canada is indicated by t
tion made to the Conserv
mission this morning. Ch
lee, one of the engineers o
gian Bay Canal survey, st
“the power project now be
taken on the Ottawa River
to make the Ottawa Valley
heart of the world.

Two Killed.

Lemans, France, Jan. 20.
sons were Kkilled and sev
seriously injured today, w
senger train toppled from
into a ravine: The accide
to the settling of the rails
which the roadbed had be
by the floods:

Ancther Canard

Moncton, Jan. 20.—The
morning St. John paper il
yardmasters here had beer
in connection with the m
tious of fuel is denied o©
Qeneral Supt. F. P. Brad:
morning stated that ther
truth in the statement an
no suspensions had been
where on the system in
with fuel shortages.

“Undesirables” Depc

Toronto, Jan. 20.—The
Ontario deported 263 "
persons,” during 1908, a
an official report on priso
Jums just issued. The re
is a mystery how some W
our shores can pass any
tem of inspection. The
of boys and girls of distir
fve type should be absolut
nged, it declares.

Protest “Shadowir

Toronto, Jan. 20.—A den
made by representatives
way Brotherhoods when th
general managers of the rc
treal soon, that the pract
owing employes while «
abolished. During the pa
pay days employes while ©
been followed by secret ¢
and if they enter saloons
reported to the divisional
ent. The men say this p
be stoppéd.

Two Killed.
Pittsburg, Pa., Jan. 2
were consumed by the fla)
others are in hospitals s\
pburns received shortly af
this morning when a I
tank exploded in the sc
Walker Bros. on Kerr's 1
miles from this city, on th
The tank was 20 by 10 fee
most full. The explosic
fire that consumed the
drying plant, and it was
that the men lost their
causge of the expirsion is
Will Probates
Boston, Mass., Jan. 2
of the late Mrs. B. M. D
ton, was filed for proba
morning. After making
relatives and charitable
Mrs. Mead made the foll
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Black Cloth, sizes 5
Black Cloth, sizes 8
Tan Cloth, sizes 8 t
Brown Corduroy, size
Gray Corduroy, sizes
| Biue Corduroy, sizes
. Red Corduroy, sizes
White Corduroy, size
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uary and Febr
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