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' bursts out in some deserip-

Bs
Ellen Lundberg-Nyblom.

In Sweden, as elsewhere,

there is gt the moment a vo-

gue for the writing of me-
moirs. Thera seems to be al-
most a feverish desire, even
on the part of illitercte per-
8ons, to give the pnublie giimp-
ses of their private lives,
which too often are not par-
ticularly interesting. But now
and then a name comes to the
fore which has real literary
gignificance, and then it is
always highly interesting to
trace the growth and develop-
ment of the author's persona-
lity back of the events and ex-
periences. which he narrates.
Such a man is Carl Gustaf
Laurin. He published at
Christmas, 1929, the first vol-
ume of his Memoirs. Carl Lau-
rin stands, as to his age, on
the frontier of the older ge-
" peration, and his name has
for more than twenty-five
Years beéen an important ane
in our literary world. He has
never been a writer of fiction.
From his earliest ycuth his
interest has centered in the
history of eivilization ‘and of
art, including the theater,
which last has become one of
the chief fields for his writ-
ing. In the course of time he
has achieved a prominent plu-
ce as one of the most cultiva-
. ted and distirguished convois-
seurs of art in every fovm, and
his literary preduction con-
stitutes an admirable collec-
tion of well known and wide-
1y read works. His Histery of
Art, which has gone through
nine editions, is used
scheols and colleges and has
won a richly merited success
as a most enlightening work,
written in a style at.once bril-
liant and readable, The splen-
didly illustrated Jubilee Edi-
tion (published last vear to
celebrate the author’s sixticth
birthday) in three gorgeous
volumes, is. a gem of printing
and bookbinding, a credit to
the publisher, P. A. Norstedt.
The world of beauty is here
presented in a way that often
gives the interpretations a
shimmer of persoral charm
and fine originality which
helps to fix the various sub-
jects in one’s memory. Among
his other works, Kinsmen is
a very clever analyticai stu-
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is Nationalistic and_Revolu-
tionary Movements in France
During the Latter Half of the

Nineteenth Century. It treats;

of several important and tra-

gic historical events. But what.
is most impressive in the bouk:

.is Laurin’s quiet and master-
lv interpretation of the legal

proceeding meéntioned above,
that dreadful political intri-|
gue which shook the civilized|

world during many years, In

task to give it a vital and fa- |

scinating literary form. With
his many excellent qualities
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speaks it is worth while to
listen. :

To be continued.
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as a writer, Carl Laurin is|j
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this book Carl Laurin has| Ap empty stomach is not|
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life has, ia ¢'most every re- ~ » {
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