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PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT. |
From the S1. James's Chronicle, dug. 20,

This being the day appointed for pro-
rc guing parhiament, His Majesty went in
state from St. James’s Palace to the House
of Lords. His Majesty wore the dress of an
Admiral, and was loudly cheered on his go-
ing to the house and on his return.

HOUSE OF LORDS.

Shortly after 12 o'clock the doors were
thrown open to those who had obtased tick-
efs of admission from the Lord Chamber-
lain. The gallery was instantly filled, and
in the body of the house there were a great
number of ‘peeresses and ladies in full court
dresses.

At half-past 1 o'clock the Lord Chaacel- |
lor entered the house, when prayers werc,

~read by the Right Rey. the Bishop of Ely.—!

The attendance of peers was not punierovs,
but those present were aitired iu their state
robes. The benches appropriated to the Jo-
reign Ambassadors and Miunisters were near-

ly filled, most of those distinguished person-

ages being present.

s v e B
the Lord Chaucellor, aud
Ministers, left, to nect tiie hing at ltic ci-

trance to the house, and in a few minutes

afterwards the discharge of cannon ard a |
flourish of trumpets announced his Majesty's |

arrival. A

Shortly after 2 o'clock, his Majesty, at-
tended by Lord Melbourne bearing the
sword of state, Earl Shaftesbury bearirg the
cap of maintenance, and the other great of-
ficers of state and the househeld, entered the

house and touk his seat oo the throne. The |

peers and peeresses, who all rose when the
King entered the house, were desired by his
Majesty to be seated.

FHis Majesty then directed dir Augusius
Clifford, Usher of the Black Rad, to sum

mon the Commons to hear the Royal Speechi |
on the prorogation of Parlian ent. In a few |

minute the Speaker, accompanied by a num-
Yer of members, appeared at the bar.
is Majesty having given his Royal As-
sent to the Consolidated Fund bill, the Lists
of Voters bill, the Kingstown Harbour bill,
the Public Works (Ireland) biil, the Copy
right bill, and several other bills, the Speak-
er addressed his Majesty in a speech of some
length, recapitulating the business of the
session, and assuring his Majesty of the de-
voted layalty of his farthful Commons.
His Majesty then in a firm end audiblo
voice, delivered the follawing most gracious

. SPEECH.
“ My Lords and Gentlemen,

« The state of the public business enables
me, at length, to relieve you from further at-
tendance in parliament; and m terminating
your labours, I have again to acknowledge
the zeal with which you have applied your-
selves to the public business, and the atten-
tion which you have bestowed upon the im-
portant subjects which I brought under
your consideration at the opening of the ses.
sion.

“ The assurances of friendly disposition
which I receive from all Foreign Powers en-
able me to congratulate you upon the pros-
pect thai peace will continue undisturbed.

%I lament deeply that the internal state of
Spain still renders that country the only ex-
ception to the general tranquillity which
prevails in the rest of Europe; and I regret
that the hopes which have been entertained
of the termination of the civil war bave not
hitherto been realised.

“ In fulfilment of the engazements which
I' contracted by the Treaty of Quadruple Al-
liance, I bave afforded the Queen of Spain
the co-operation of a part of my naval force,
and I cortinue to look with unabated solici-
tud’? 10 the restoration of that internal peace
n Spain, which was one of the main objects
of the quadruple treaty, and which is so es-
sential to the interests of all Europe.

“1 am happy to be able t» inform you ‘hat
my enQeavours 1o remove the misunderstand-
ing which had anseti between France and the
United States have been crowned with com-
plete success. The good offices which for
that purpose I tendeved to the two govern-
ments, were accepted by both, in the most
pacific and concihiatory spirit, and the rela-
tions of’friendahip have been re-established’
between them, in a manner satisfactory and
honoralbe to both partivs. e

I trust that this circumstance wiil tend
" to draw still closer the ties which . connect
this country with two great and friendly na-
tions, with which they have so many impor-
tant relations in common. ‘

* I have regarded with interest your deli-
berations upon the reports of the-Commissi-
on appointed to consider the-state of the Di-

octess in England and Wales;~and 1 ‘have |

cheerfully given my assent to the measures
gvhlc:h have been presented to' “me; for carry-:
ing into -effect- some of theit most .impgrtant’
recommiendations. 9 !

* lidgwith no ordinary satisfaction that 1’
have learned that you heve with great labor
brought to maturity_,éxiég'iiﬁe;iténupf{;’zj"‘ the.

iifficult subject of fiths iy Bnghind and-|.

Wales, which will, I trust, prove in their

! Lave made pro\'isinu for the fu

Shortly before 2 o’cloek Lo d Maslbourne, |

eperation equitable to ail the interests con-

e
e

cerned, and generally  beneficial in their re-
sults. ‘ . :

¢ The passing ot the acts for Civil Regis-
tration and for Marriages in Engiand has af-
forded me much satisfaction. Their provi-
sions have been framed upon those large
principles of religious freedom wh!ch, with
a due regard to the welfare of the Lstablish-
ed Church in this country, I have always
been desirous of maintaining and promoting:
and they will also coaduce to the greater
certainty of titles and to the stability of pro-
perty.

7t kae been i me a souree of the most
Livelv gratification to cbserve the tranquillity
which has prevailed, and the diminution of
crime which has lately taken place 1n Ire-
land. 1 trust 1hat perseverance in a just
and impartial sy stem of government wil! en-
I disposition, and enable the
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country to Jevelope her great resources.
 Gentlemen or the House of Commons,

i
i
. . L
¢ | thank vou for the ‘.lberahty»wnh which |

vou have voted not oply the ordinary sup-

plies of the-year, but the additional sums re- |
! uired to provide for an increase 10 my na-

val forece, .
1 am also gratified to perceive that you

¢orapensation awarded to the owners of slaves
it 1y colonial possessions, and that the ob-
ligations entered into by the legislature have
ihus Leen strictly fulfilled.

« The increased productiveness of the pub
iie revenue has enabled yow to meet these
charges, and at the same time to r.ep'eal. or
reduce taxes of which some were injurious
in their effects upon my people, ar_)d others
unequal in their pressure upon varous parts
of my dominions abroad.

- The present condition of manufactures

and commerce affords a subject of congratu-

| lation, provided the activity which prevails

be guided by that caution and prudence
which experience has proved to be necessary
to stable prosperity.

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,

¢ The advanced pericd of the year, and
the length of time during which you have

been engaged in public affairs, must render -

you desircus of returning to your respective
counties. You will there resume those du-
ties which are in importance inferior only
to your legislative functious, and your influ-
ence and example will greatly conduce io
the maintenance of tranquility, the encour-
agement of industry, and the confirraation
of those moral and religious habits and piin-
ciples which are essential to the well bLeing
of every community. -
REERESEE PUS
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A nmelancholy accident occured between
Port-DE-GRAVE and Bareneep on Friday
last. A fine young girl, named Faxny His.
cock, while attempting to reach a bunch of
berries which grew on the edge of a preci.
cipice, of approaching which, she had been
just cautioned by her female companion, lost
her ballance and fell a height of about 60
feet, and was killed on the spot.

The following is an extract of a letter
dated,

Western Bay, Sept. 26, 1836.

Sir,—1 herewith transmitto you an ac-
count of a melancholy occurrence which
took place in this neighbourhood, on Sundav
mnorning last, about two hours before day.—
Some persons who were setting up at a wake
on the north side of Northern Bay, where
alarmed at the appearance of a oright fire at
Smooth Cove, a distance of about ore mile
and a half, they immediately hastened to the
spot, giving the alarm as they passed.—
When they reached the place they found the
dwelling house of Davip WarLsu burnt to
the ground, and not a living creature on the
sput ; there are but two inhavited houses in
the place, and they knew the occupyers of
them were away, but had left their children
at home. They then went farther on and
gave the alarm, making enquiries for the
children, whom they learned had all remain-

.ed in the honse during the absence of their

parents. Upon returning- with others to the
ruins, they discovered the bodies of the un-
fortunate childrer burnt to cinders. -

~ It wouid appear from all that I can learn,
to have been accidental. The fathier ana
mother had gone to Low Point for several
days, the woman leaving even ker sucking
infant to the care of the other children, the

~oldest of which was not more than ‘13 years.
-1t 18 supposed that late in the night the .in-

fant waked requiring some refreshment; that,
the sister must have got up, lighted the lamp
and left'it burning in:the.chamber, as- it was
found amongst the ruins in that part, tagethd
er with a small iron epoon avd a"bmkep-?cupf

4 and ‘it seéms from the ‘pesitinn: ot the.chemy

jo’er,' f-’hég all perished ‘in their beds—thred
in each bed, 8s they were. fouud- thiei
el i B i v m‘@‘%
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The Magistrates of this district l'xa1vis;)éh§ni '
tertained some doubts as to the legal con-

&
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stryctions of certain sections ot the Colo-
nial Act 4th W. 1V., cap. 19, for registering
the names of persons entitled to vote at
elections, have lately submitted the same for
the opinion of the Attoroey General ; and
as the subject is one of considerable 1mpor-
tance, we have been kindly permitted, for
the information of our readers, to copy the
reply which has been transmitt(id to them —
The opinion of the Attorney General 18 so
perfectly consistert with souund reasoning,
and so obviously in keeping with the inten-
tion of the Legislature, that we toink it will
carry with it the conviction of every thiok-
ing man.— Lublhe Ledger, Sept. 30.

It is as follows:—

Attorney General's Office,
27th Sept., 1826
GentLEMEN.—I have the hononr to ac-

| quaint you that I have, by his Excellency
' the Governor's directions, with particular

}

[}

l I

Il amount of ' the elecuion -of members of the House of

1

care cotisiderea the case which you bave gub
mitted to me, * Whether a person paying
rent for a field, barn, store, or stail, or hold-
ing the same in fee, although not a house-

| holder, comes within the meaning of tnis

syiovision, and derives thereby a franchise
entitling him to claim Registry as a voter 1n

Assembly 2"—I would ' eg to premise, that
in the endeavour to arrive at a true construc-
tion of the 11th section of the Act, in re-
ference to the question proposed, it is requi-

site, first, to ascertain and consider what the

law was (in pari materia) before the making

' of the Act ;—and secondly, what was the

object and intention of the Legislature in

' making the Act of 4 W. 4 ;—thirdly, that
' all the laws on this subject, in the whole
| and every part, niust be taken together as

if they were one law, 50 that one portion

may B&so construed ir relation -0 ancther

' that the whole, according to the natural and
| genuine exposition of its parts, may. U pos-

sible, be sustained m consisient and harmo-

! nions cperation thronghont its prot 151008,

|

|
|
!

The law o electinn 0f memiers o f ihc‘_
' House of Assembly is originuted by lne

3 2 b - ‘»r "y '
Klng S l)l'(!‘.“.‘l;l;})'{"“ O il 2()'!\ J iV, an

20th September. 1832, and by thems critaln i gy

qualifications of electors of members ot the
House of Assembly are estanlished The
first of those Proclamations prescribes {enter
alia) ** that every man who {or one year
next immediatels precadine the dav of elee
tion, hath vecupiod ¢ dwelling house within
this 1sland, as - wner or tenaot theieof, siiall
be entitled to voie tor the election nf tiem

| bers of the said Assembly 10 and for the dis
{ irict within wnicn thic U-a'll/r.-l'(?t'lv;" hrwoec U op-
| cupied may besituate.

The same Proclamation farther directs that

' ¢ In respect of any dwelling house situate at
| the distance of m.ore than fifteen miles from

the nearest place of election, within any of
the said districts, the vote of any House-
holder as thereinbefore prescribed, may be
given without his personal attendance by
written notice,” &c., the form of which no-
tice is prescribed 1o the Proclamation of the
20th September. ~ The latter Proclamation
promulgates the law for the conduct and pro-
ceedings of Elections, and (mnter alia) pre-
scribes that every elector on tendering his
vote shall declare to the returning officer his
true name, and place where the dwelling
house of his occupation within the district
for which he tenders his vote is situate, be-
fore his vote shall be taken. And among
the interrogataries which the returring offi-
cer is authorizea to require such elector to
answer on oath, are the foliowing :—

Have you as owner or tenant, and n
which character, &e., occupied, &c., a
dwelling house ? &c. Anc at what place
is the dweliing house you have $0 occu-
pied situate, and do you mow occupy
it? :

From the whole tenor of those Proclama
tions, I deduce that every voter must be an

actual occupant, either as owner or lenant

of a dwelling house situate within the dis-
trict for which he offers Lis vote.

A tenant of a freehold, although he holds,
yet he may not necessarily occupy.

And I consider it. therefore conclusive,
that to be an occupier so as to enable him to
vote, thae elector must reside in the dwelling
house by himself or his famity ; and that he
must be a tenant or owner, having the actu
al control of the tenement, and not a lodger
who is but an inmate under the tenant.

1 am also cleatly of opinion that the tene-
ment must be such a dwglling house joined
with such an oecupancy, that, in an indict.
ment for. burglary, the'house might be pro-
perly laid as the dwelling house of the elec-

.tor.

I now pfocéed to consider the object and
operation of the Act 4 W. 4. c. 15, entitled
“An Act for registering the names of per-

sons entitled to vote at elections.” »

The preamble of the Act sets forth the in-
ducement, intent, and purport of the Legis-
lature in these words :—* Whereas it would
greatly condnee ta the prrity and conveni-
enta.of elenfions fue nb",';h(:rs iy Reré "

1 :hecCommens’ Honse of Ass 1E

{ niraes of all porsous eninded voie at such |

i clections were registered,”  The Act ther |

S oy e :
proceeds through seleven. sgeticns (o pie

| sceibe the rules, proceediugs, and forms of

registraticn, and the eleventh section runs
thus :—*“ And Ye it further enacted that ho

more than one person shali be registered as a
person entitled to vote for or 1m respect of
the occupation of any one d-w:e/lm_.q k'ause :
Provided that for the purposes of this 4ct
any tenement shall be deemed a dwelling
house for which the occupier pays rent by
the vear, and of which he has the exclusice
//().W.S('SS;.O?I. . ,

I have catefully examined this Act
throughout, but cannot discover by any 1In-
tention expressed, or to be reasonably im-
plied from any part of it, that the Legislature
contemplated the object of extending, dimin-
ishing, or altering the qualiﬁcatinns extab-
lished as regards electors.

Under the proviso_ in tlie section now re-
cited, ] am given to understand that several
persons claim registration as voters under
the term * Tenement”’ as therein used ; and
assame that such word is meant to compre-
hend, and does comprehend, land, a barn,

store, stall, &c., in common with dwelling
house.

The word tenements is held to signify pro-
perty, its limited sense, a house, or .ho'me-
stall; but in and in its larger sense it is a
comprehensive word, whereby not only
houses, but all lands and inheritances which
may be held pass. Anything that may be
holden of a corporeal and permament nature
is comprehended in 1ts exsensive meaning,
in which are included rent charge, an cffice,
commons, a peerage, and other incorporeal
possessions.*

The question then that arises on this as-
sumption is, whether the word tenement 1s
employed in this Act, in its limited, or i
its extensive sense? If inits hmited sense,
then, according to my comprehension. tene-
ment, in its natural and genuine signification
taken 1n this instauce, as it vught to be In
conjunctioa with the former part of the sec-
tion, simply means anry building or portion
of a building eccupied as a dwelling house,
ard held 1n the exclusive possession of the
eloctor or person claiming to be registered
as a voter

R:aiing shels of this section with at-
ferigon, it B | cnoeeive, he plainly inter-
L1 ihar chero &n ol an €vil b0 £G oL OF thay
i) Licon enlenge was anticipated which it
was intendged by the Legislaure to prevent,
by the eaacimeal that No more than one
poreon shull be iegisiered, &e., for, or in re-
spect of the vecupation of any one dwelling
Louse ;7 providing at the same time thet,

Jor the purposes of this Aet, namely the

-egistration of all persons eutitted to vote at
.uch elections, ** any tenement shall be deem-
ed a dwelling house for which the occupier
paye rent by the year, and of which he has
the exclusive possession.’

1t is notoriously known that in this colonvy
(he instances are numerous and commois
wherein, within one building or dwelling

house, several, and sometimes many tene-

ments or dwellings are comprized ;—all un-
der the same roof, but so imperfectly sepa-
rated, as to constitute in the whole strictly
speaking, no more than one dwelling house.
It is equally well known that joint 1nhabi-
tants ot the same dwelling house have on
past cccasions all claimed a right to vote by
virtue of inhabiting, in divers character, the
same dwelling house. For remedies of which
errors and inconveniences I think it is plaiu
to be inferred that this section of the Act
was framed. Nor do I comprehend how it
can be reasonably regarded in any other
sense, or ¢ nsirued to any other import.

Under this view I feel no hesitation in
submitting it as my hLumble opinion that
« Tenement,” as it is used in this section of
the Act, is intended {0 mean, and does mean
a house or homestall, and no other thing.

If to the word lenement its extensive siz-
nification were to be applied, then this aﬁ-
surdity must ensue {rom such construction,
ihat by mere intendment, without any ea-
press enactieent to such effect, the prinei-
ples established by his Majesty’s Proclama-
tion in regard to the qualifications of house-
holder electors would be repealed, and the
rules prescribed by the same authority for
the conduct of elections would be to an im-
portant extent rendered absurd or inopera-
tive. -

I am threfore of opininion that a man oc-

cupying either as owner or tenant, a field,
barn, store, or stall, does not acquire therebv
a qualification to vote at elections, and has
no right therefore to claim registration as a
voter ;—and that none but kowsekolders n
the actual occupancy of a dwelling house,
in which they reside either as owner or te.
nant within the district for which they offer
their vote, are entitled by law to vote at elec-
tions of members of the House of Assem-
bly ;—the franchise being distinctly, accord-
ing to my best opinion, a purely householder
franchise.

I have the honour to be
- Gentlemen, ~
Your most obedient
Humble Servant,
JAMES SIMMS,
H M. Atty. Geni.
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At Bay Roberts, on Friday evening last,

after a shert illness, which she bore with re-
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