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BATILE OF BAGE.

ral Isadoro Fernandez De-

Gené
feated by Federals.

'WE FOUGHT TO THE LAST CARfRIDGE

gcorning Gen. Tavares' Command
: that He Surrender.

mored That Gaptured Officers Were
Butchered in Cold Blood— Three
Hundred Castilhigtas Were Slain in
Battle—Peixoto’s Naval Commanders

Dismissed.

Ru

Montevideo, Dec. 2.—News from: Rio
is to the -effect that the federal v1ctc3ry
in Rio Grande do Sul, news of which
wad sent yesterday, is fully confirmed.
Thé combat .took place on ’l‘uef;day near
Bage, on the southern f-goqtler,_ and
General, Isadoro Fernandez; with his staff
of dfficers and a Castilhista prigade com-
panded by Colonel Pedroo, 900 to 1,600
qrong, were taken prisoners by the fed-
al forces under Colonels Cabedo and
finha. Of the Castilhistas, 200 were
killed, ‘including many officers. Of the
federals 80 were killed. The reported
massacre of prisoners is not conﬁx_'mel.
Engagements have. also ogcun'ed o the
parana frontier, but reliable data can-
10t vet be’ obtained about them here.

The-commanders of Peixoto’s vesgels
have again been dismissed for tampering
«ith official correspondence. -

Additional details received here of the
pattle near Bage state that General Isa-
doro is among the prisoners.

Fighting began on November 27th,-and
lasted all that day and the next. On
e evening of November 28th Tavares
.alled on Isadoro to surrender, but the
latter rephed that She would surrendgr
only when his last shot was fired. This
actually happened the same evening, aml
«nly then were Tavares’ well-supplied
mrops able  to make yield - tl:'Ae
men who had not a cartridge to put b
their rifles. “The prisoners number 700.
One rumor . has it that many officers
were put to death after being captured,
among whom are placed Colonels’ Bau-
deo, Garcia, Pedrozo, two sons and three
trothers of Pedrozo and 31 officers, An-
other report has it that Isadoro fled bef_ore
Tavares, who informed Silvirio Martina,
the secretary of state of the provisional
covernment, of the flight, and says Bage
i« now besieged by 1,500 men. ¢ :

The Lehigh Strike, = ¢

Buffaddy N Xy New: 2eFheta gy no
naterial ehamge in - the Lehigh strilce sit:
1ation at this-end. Federation 'gien are-
much encouraged and a hope'fpl‘_‘wew is
raken by Grand Master ‘Sargeant. There
is 0o sign of a break. ~Sargeant left for
Sayre this morning. . He says the com-
pany canmnot afford to continue the. fight
much longer, as the rolling stock is be-
roming badly crippled through incompe-
tency. ?

.Tiisey" City, N. J., Dec. 2.—Lehigh
Valley  railroad. officials at this e}xd of
the line claim that trains are moving as
usual and the strike is a thing of the
past. . The strikers on the other hand
are confident. * They are receiving wages
weekly from . the Brotherhood, and can
hold out for some time. They say the
business of «the company is paralyzed.
that the road canno afford to keep up
the strike, and that the nuimerous wrecks
mused by “green” hands, causing freight
and passenger traffic to drop off, will.
they say, bring the compan® to terms at
an eanly date.

Intends to Surrender.

New York, Dec. 2.—It:was repouted in
the distriet attorney’s office .this mors-
ing that W. W. Wetmore Cryder, who
was president of the Madison Square
hank in 1891, is new-in:New:. Xork, and
will surrender himself and give bail on
Monday. It is said ex-President Cry-
Jer has been indicted with the other bank
oficdials by the November grand jury.

Believes in Religious Libertv,

St. Paul, Minn., Deec. 2.—Archbishop
Ireland said to-day regarding the reso-
ution of the Jesuits in Germany: “I am
i strong advoeate of plenary religious lib-
erty int America, and, in fact, the world
wver.” He refused to express himself
further.

Opposed tp Sugar Bounty.

Washington, Dec. 2.—A . prominent
wuthern. senator said this morning that
a vigorous fight will be made on the
sugar -sehedule, as reported by the
ways and means committee, when the
bill comes -before the senate, From
what he said it can be assumed that the
senators from sugar states will oppose
»ndorsement of ‘the bounty system and
will fight t@ the bitter end the tariff
that has been fixed upon sugar. The
senator stated that an effort . would he
made in the senate to change this so
he bounty feature could be elimigated
and a tax-of ‘not less-than.o6ne and
hreeeighths - cents placed upon refined
‘ugar and .ope .and three-guarter .cents
ipon raw sugar.

Defend Their Inferior Gbods.

San Francisco, Dee. 2.—The associat-
e wholesale grocers of California and
he San Francisco board of trade have
declared war on .the new Wilson tariff
hill, as prepared by the committee on
ways and means. Resolutions protest-
Ing most vigorously against - the - pro-
rosed reduction of ome cent a pound :n
the duties on foreign raisins and prunes
were yesterday - unanimously adopted.
Prominent fruit growers assert that the
reduction’ contemplated in the bill means
Absolute destruction of ‘the prune and
raisin industries “of California, and all
Parties interested  ape ' earnestly  asked
fo co-operate with the wholesale grocers
nd the board of trade in fighting the ob’
Noxious proposals.

Hgs LEFT RIO.

s

'| Disappearance of Admiral- Mello From

~+ . the Insurgent Fieet. .

Washington, Dec. 1.—News of the. de-
parture.of ;Admiral Mello reached Wash-
ington to-day in the shape of a cablegram
from United States Minister Thompson,
at Rio, as follows: ‘“Admiral Mello left
the Bay this morning on the Aquidaban,
going south.” .~ Probably the high tariif
on cable messages from Brazil caused the
minister to confine his news to this mea-
gre statement, 'so the officials are in ig-
norance ‘as to the reasons-for the rebel

-admiral’s intentioms, and the strength of

the naval force he left behind him. It
is, however, surmised that he bas taken
his flagship towards Desterro td join
forces with the revolutionists in thiit wi-
cinity, leaving the partial siege of Rio ¢
be prosecuted by the ‘vessels remainin__g
in that port. - There has been a supposi-

tion . entertained here that the admiral |-
ment was | ;-

h e

when: he left Rio, which
i b Ject: o

o L

Nictherey, lately Cid. It is thought that
probably ‘in that case, the light unarmed
cruiser would fall an easy prey to the
ironclad with her heavy rifled ‘guns, but
the fact that Mello has gone south gives
eolor to-the story that his vessel ‘is in
bad condition, and’ unfitted to cope with
the -fleet cruiser. It is probable also
that “the hull of the ‘warship is so foul
from. long exposure to the quiet waters of
Rio bay, that the commander has found
it absolutely necessary to go to som»
safe place where her bottom may be
cleaned. Meanwhile' the further move-
ments of the Aqgunidaban are the objects
of great solicitude ‘in official circles here,
and it is expected that when she next ap-
pears in port, the nearest United States
diplomatic consular officer will promptly
report the faet.

Washington, Dec. 1.—The Niectheroy Is
awaiting at the West Indies the arrival
of her consort the America. The two
steamers will .start together for  Rio,
which they are expected to reach in aboat
seven. days. Minister Mendoca  says:
I' do not put any confidence in the report
that Mello has left port and is going
south. I do not believe hé has left the
bay at all. Tt is possible some vessels
outside Rio will attempt to check the ad-
vance of the Nictherey and America, but
as the fastest vessel Mello has’outside the
bay eannot make 14 knots an hour we
do not anticipate any trouble, because sur
ships are much faster. .

London, Dec. 1.—The Times publishes
the following, giving Rio de Jameiro ad-’
vices to November 26: The artillery fire
of the forts continues, ' Insurgent Gen-
eral Saraiva, with 8000 irregular cavalry,
is reported 80 miles south of San. Paulo.
The . government ordered the - national
gnard of the state of San Paulo to pro-
ceed .south to meet the insurgents. The
national guard refused to comply with-
the order, and the government will sond
1200 men from Rio against the enemy.
The, Aquidaban i3 at Rie awaiting the
rendezvous; of -the Awrors, Balia and:

-Tiradentes, ‘and will then proceed {0 az:'}

tack. Admiral Gama states p()_sltivel;v“
that he will not bombhard the city unless
the city fires upon  his ships. Eight
thousand men are awaiting at Desterro,
ready to march against the government
forces. Peolitical arrests econtinue in Rio
and 1500 persons are now in prison,

President Peixoto has become alienated

from all sympathy of decent people, and
stands alone with his army., Many per-
sons join the insurgents daily. Lhe
states of Bahia and Para favor the in

surgents.

A dispatch to the Exchange Telegraph
Company  from Rio de Janeiro stares
that the insurgent admiral, Mello, has
finally succeeded in foreing a passaege
through the forts guarding. the emtrance
of the bay of Rio de Janeiro, and that
his flagship, the Aquidaban, is now on
the high seas. - The passage was not
effected until desperate fighting had tak-
en place. .The entrance is guarded by
Fort San Juan and the water battery on
the strip of land extending northeast from
the Sugar TLoaf, Fort Lage, Fort Santa
Cirux and Fort Pico. . Advices from an-
other-source state that when-the Aquida-
bin was seen approaching the forts, a
heavy fire was directed against her. She
replied briskly and the fight was kept
up until she had run past the forts «nd
was out of range. It was seen that some
of the shots from the fort took effect,
and it is believed that the Aquidaban
sustained considerable damage. The
government forces, particularly the
troops manning the batteries suffered se-
verely from the effects of the rapid firing
guns on board the warship. Consider-
able damage 18 said to have been done
to the forts by the big guns of the Aqui-
daban, which appear to have been well
served. The government forees suffered
severely. -After the Aquidaban weat out
of range she stood away for the south.
It is conjeetured at Rio de Janeiro thax
she will effect repairs as rapidly as pos-
sible at sea, and then cruise in the rvi-
cinity of Cape St. Roque to intercept ~he
Nictherey and America, the improvised
warships now on their way from New
York to reinforce Peixoto. ~The Aquida-
ban was accompanied by an. armed mer-
chantman. “The British commander sent
the British warship Beagle after them to
ascertain the ‘course whiech they took.

In the House of Commons this evening,
a member said -he had heard that Presi-
dent Peixoto of Brazil had been assassin-
ated, and asked if the government had
any such information. Sir Edward
Grey, parliamentary secretary of the for-
eign office, replied that the government
had ‘received no.word concerning any at-
tempt upon Peixoto’s life.

Buenos Ayres, Dec. 1.—The insurgents
in Rio €&rande do Sul have been victori-
ous in a battle with the government for-
ces near Bage.  General Isidor, of the
government forces, was taken prisoper.
Both sides suffered "heavy loss. The
government forces at Rio continue  to
cannonade the insurgent warships. The
transport Magicia was set on fire by the
explosion of shells from the forts, and
the¥Aquidaban, the most powerful ves-.
sel of the insurgent fleet, seriously dam-
aged. ; X

Montevideo, Dec. 1.—A ' doubtful ru-
mor is current that President Peixoto of
Brazil has beéen assassinated.

London, Nov. 30.—The ‘Rife mine own-
ors “have ~agreed-‘to ‘concdde: six and .2
quarter -percentage advance in Wales -to
their men. ~This concession will probably
end. the dispute atsthel mines in.o. Toife

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL

The President of the "United
States Sends Congress :

HIS  YEARLY OFFICIAL MESSACE.

He Reports Peace, Progress and
Prosperity at Home.

The Retton Pension System Penounced—
The Navy is Flourishing—A Plea for
Cléaner Courts of Law—Foreign Re-
lations are Exceltent—Better Times
!nj\l'in-._nclal Matters C: ming Seon:

e
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Washington, D. C., Dec. 4.—The fol-
lowing is. a synopsis of the president’s
message to congress:

It is hardly necessary for me to state
that the questions arising from our rela-
tions with Hawaii have caused 'serious
embarrassment.  Just prior to the in-
stallment of the present administration,
the existing government of Hawaii had

of annexation had been negotiated be-
tween the provisional government of the
islands and the United States and sub-
mitted to the senate for ratification. This
treaty I withdrew for examination and
dispatched Hon. James H. Blount of
Georgia to Henolulu, as a special com-
missioner to make an ‘impartial investi-
gation of the circumstances attending the
change of government, and of all. the
conditions bearing upon the subject - of
the treaty. After a thorough and’ ex-
haustive examination Mr. Blount sub-
mitted 7to me his rteport, showing be-
yond all question that the constitutional
government of Hawaii had been sub-
verted with the active aid of our repre-
sentative to that government, and
through the intimidation -caused by the
preserice’ of an armed nagal force of the
United States, which was ~ land-
ed . for - that - “purpose at the
instance of our minister. Upon learning
the facts as developed, it seemed .that
the only honorable course for -our govern-
ment to pursue was to undo. what had
been done by those representing us, and
to restore as far as practicable the stat-
us existing at the time of our forcible
intervention. @~ With a view of accom-
plishing this result. within the constitu-

[tiona] limits of our executive power, and

recognizing all our obligations and re-
spongibilities growing otut of any changed
conditions brought about by our unjus-
tifiable interference, our present minister
at Honolulu has received appropriate in-
strugtions 'to that end. . Thus far no in-*
1y o of the: aplishment of any
jefinite results-has -been: received - from
him, AQditioNal gavices dré Soen expect-
ed.  When receéived they will be prompt-
ly ‘sent to comgress, fogacher with. all
other information at hand, acéomparied
by a special’ executive message fully de-
tailing all the facts necessary to 4 com-
plete understanding of the caseé and pre-
senting a history of all material events
leading up to the .present’ situation.

While our foreign relations have net
during the past year been entirely free
from perplexity, no embarrassing situa-
tion remains that will not yield to- the
spirit of fairness and love of justice,
which, joined with consistent firmness,
characterize a truly American foreign
policy.

The outbreak of domestic hostilities in
the republic of Brazil found the United
States alert to watch the interests of
their citizens in that country, with which
we carry on an important commerce.
Several vessels of our new navy are now
and for some.time have been stationed
at Rio de Janeiro. The trouble be-'
tween the established government, which
controls the machinery of administration,
and -with-which we maintained’ friendly.
relations, and certdin officers of the navy,
employing the vessels of their cémmand
in an attack upon the national ¢apital
and chief sea port, and lacking, as it
does, the elements of undivided adminis-
tration, I have failed to see that the
insurgents can reasonably claim recogni-
tion as belligerents. In continuation of
our fixed policy of partial, neutrality in
such a state of affairs as now exists,
T deemed it necessary to disavow in a
manner not to be misunderstood the un-
authorized action of our late naval com-
mander in those waters in saluting the
revolted Brazilian admiral

The legislation of last year, known as
the Geary law, requiring the registration
of all Chinese laborers entitled to . resi-
dence in the United States, and the de-
portation of “all not complying
with the !  provisions of the
act within the time prescribed, met with
much ‘ opposition from the Chinamen in
this country.
of eminent counsel that the law was un-
constitutional, the great mass of Chinese
laborers, pending judicial inquiries to its
validity in good faith declined to' apply
for the certificates required by its pro
visions. It is believed that under the
recent amendment of the act extending
the time for registration, Chinese laborers
thereto entitled who desire to reside in
this country will now avail themselves
of the renewed privilege.

Our relations with the French republic
continue to be intimate and cordial. 1
. sincerely hope that the extradition
treaty with that country, as amended by
the senate, will soon be operative.

While occasional questions affecting
our naturalized ecitizens returning to
the land of their birth have arisen in our
intercourse with Germany, our relations
with that country continue satisfactory.

The questions affecting our relations

a spirit of friendliness. Negotiations are
In progress between the two governments
thh'a view to 'such concurrent action
as will make the award and regulations
.agreed upon by the Behring Sea tribun-
al of arbitration practically effective,
and it is not doubted that Great Britain
will co-operate freely, with this coun-
-try for the accomplishment of that pur
-pose. ;

3 Tt_:e dispute growing out of the discrim-
inating tolls imposed in the Welland can-

‘al upon- cargoes of cereals bound to and

Sebeltion. o

from the lake ports of the Ynited States
was adjusted by the substitution of a
more equitable schedule of . charges,

-+ arid my predecessor thereupon suspended
1 his proclamation imposing discriminating

tolls .apon .-British transit through our
canalg - A request for additions to the
list of extraditable offences covered by
the existing treaty between the two coun-
tries’ is under consideration.:

Our relations with Mexico continue to
be of that close and -friendly nature
which should always characterize . the
intercourse of two neighboring nations.

Led by a desire to compose differences
and contribute to the restoration of or-
der in Samoa, the United States, de=
parting from its policy entered four
years ago into the treaty of Berlin, there-
by becoming jointly bound with England
‘and Germany to establish and maintain
Malietoa Laupepa as king of Samoa.
Early in the life of this triple protector-
ate, the native dissensions. it was _de-

513 B}
~ “Quite
lately, at the request of other powers.
and in fulfilment of its treaty obligation,
this government agréed to unite in 2
joint' military movement of stich dimen-
sions as would probably secure the sur-
render of the insurgents without blood-
shed. - Mataafa was defeated and .a
namber of his men killed.” The chief
and ten of his principal supporters were

Leen suddenly overturned, and a treaty ] deported to a German island of the Mar-

shall group, where they are held as pris-
-oners under the joint responsibilities and
cost ‘of the three powers. This ineident
and the events leading up to it signally
illustrate the impolicy of entangling alli-
ances with foreign powers.

‘Since the pa e of the act of March
3rd, 1893, authorizing the president to
raisé the grade of our envoys te corre-
spond with the rank in which foreign
countries accredit their agents here,
Great ' Britain, France, Italy and Ger-
many have conferred upon their repre-
sentiitives at this capital the title of
ambassador, and I have responded by ac-
crediting the agents of the United States
.in those countries with the same" title.
A like elevation of mission is announced
by Russia, and when made will be simi-
larly met. This step fittingly comports
‘with the-position the United States holds
in the -family of nations. :

Upon proof that the legislation of Den-
mark secures copyright to American eiti:
zens on egual footing with its own, the
privileges of our copyright laws. have
beén extended by proclamation to sub-
jects-of that country.

Inihis  reference to the report of the
secretary of the treasury the president
says: “The recent repeal of the provision
of the law requiring the purchase of sil-
ver ‘bullion by the government as a feat-
ure:pf.our monetary scheme, has made an
entire ichange in.the complexion of  our
currency affairs. I do not doubt that
the witimate result of this action. will be
most salutary and fav reaching. In the

ehange, or: what, if any, supplementary
legislation may, in the light of such con-
ditions; appear to be essential or ex-
pedient. Of course, after the recent finan-
cial: perturbation time iS necessary for
the ‘ire-establishment of business confl-
dence. When, however, .through this
restored confidencé the money which has
been frightened into hoarding places has
been returned to trade'and enterprise, a
survey of the situation will probably
disclose a safe path leading te a per-
manently sound . currency abundantly
sufficient to meet- every requirement of
our-ijne-easing population and business.
In: pursuit of this object, we should
resolutely turn away from alluring and
temporary expedients, determined to be
content with nothing less than a lasting
and comprehensive financial plan. In
these circumstances I am convinced that
a reasonable delay in dealing with this
subject, instead of being injurious, will
increase the probability of wise action.
_The admonitions of .the last two years
touching .our publie heglth:-and the dem-
omstration. of the danger of the introduc-
tigi: of . eontagious. diseases from foreign
ports -has invested the subject of na-
tional quarantine mwith increased inter-
est. A more general and harmonious
system than now exists, acting promptly
and. directly everywhere, and constantly
operating by preventive means to shield
our country from the invasion of disease
and at the same time having due regard
to the rights and duties of local agencies,
would, I believe, add greatly to the safety
of . our people. y
‘“The secretary of war reports-that the
strength of the army on the 30th day of
September last was 25,778 enlisted men
and 2,144 officers. Neither Indian out-
breaks nor #@omestic violence have call-
ed the army inte serviee during the year,
and the only active military duty requir-
ed of it has been in the department of
Texas, where violations of the meutrality
laws of the United States and Mexico
were promptly and efficiently dealt with

Acting upon the advice | by ‘the troops, eliciting the warm approval

of the civil and military authorities of
both countries. The operation of wise
laws and the influences of ecivilization
lconstamly tending to relieve the country
from the dangers of Indian hostilities, to-
gether- with the increasing ability of the
states through the efficiency of the na-
tional guard organizations to proteet
their citizens from domestic violence, lead
to - the suggestion that the time is
fast approaching when there should be
a re-organization of our army on the
lines. of the present necessities’ of the
country.

“It is gratifying to note that we have
begn to attain completed results in the
comprehensive scheme of seacoast ‘de
fence and fortification entered ' upon
eight years ago. A large sum has been
already expended, but the cost of main-
tenance will be inconsiderable as - com-
pared with the expense of constmuction

with Great Britain have been treated iB: and ordnance. At the end of the cnr-

rent calendar year the war department
will have twenty 9 1-2 inch guns, twenty
10-inch and 34 eight-inch guns ready to
be mounted on gun lifts and carriages;
and 75 12-inch ‘mortars.

“The work of locating and preserving
the lines of battle at the Gettysburg bat-
tlefield is making satisfactory progress
on the plans directed by the last con-
gress. - : !

“The meports of the military academy
at . West ‘Point and the several schools
fot.special instruction of officers . showw

signed 'to quell, revived. Maiaafa, - an |

bl i e m,“ t, American interests
Bla o know:at- this. time  precisely: what| gentina & Brazil, while the' cendition |
condition  will' be brought about by - thed of ‘affairs in Honolulu has required the

marked advance in the education of the
army and & ~commendable ambition
among: its officers-to excel in the mili-
tary profession and to fit themselves
for the highest ‘service to the gountry.
‘““The report of the attorney-general
contains’ the usual summary of the af-
‘fairs and proceedings of the department
.of justice for the past year, - togéther
with eertain recommendations as to need-
ed legislation on various subjects. I can
not too hedrtily endorse the proposition
that the fee system, as applicable to the
compensation of United States attorneys,
marshals, clerks of federal ecourts, and
United States -commissioners shouid ' be
abolished with as little delay as possi-
ble. It is clearly in the interest of the
community that the business of the
courts, both civil and criminal, shall be
as Small and as inexpensively transacted
as the ends of justice will allow. The.
system . is therefore thoroughly . viciouns
‘which makes the compensation of court
i , the' velume of such
a m_ifgt

and private gain which cannot fail to bé
dangerous to the rights and freedom of
the citizen and the irresistible ~tempta-
;tion to the ‘unjustifiable expenditure of.
public funds..  If in adidtion to this, re-
form - another was inagugurated which
would' give to the United States com-
missioners the prosecution of petty
fenders within the grade of misdemean-
ors, - especially those coming under e
internal revenue laws, a great advallce
would be made :towards a more decent
administration of the criminal law. It
is - therefore apparent that the reasons
given :in: 1885 for a change in the man-
.ner of enféréing the federal criminal law
have gained cogency and strength A by
lapse of time. :

“The report of the postmaster-general
contains a detailed statement of the
operations of the postal department dur-
ing -the Jlast fiscal year and much inter-
esting information touching this import-
ant branch of the public service. The
business of the mails indicates with-ab-
solute  certainty the condition of the
‘business of the country, and depression
"in finandial -affairs inevifably ‘and quick-
ly ‘reduces the postal revenués., There-
fore a.larger diserepancy -than usual be-
tween the postoffice receipts and.expendi-
‘tures 'is the;wexpected: and -unavoidable:
result of the distressing stringency which
has prevailed: thronghout the country dur-
ing .much of the time covered by the
postmaster-general’s report. At a date
when better times were expected it” was
estimated by his predecessor that -the
deficiency on the 30th day of June, 1893,
be only a little over a million and a half
dollars. It amounted, however, to more
than five millions. i

““The report of the secretary of-the navy
exhibits a most gratifying condition of
the personnel of. our navy. During the
past: six months the demands for cruising
vessels have been many.. There have
- been  revolutions ecalling for vessels: to

T

eonstant presence of sneé or more ships.
Progress in the construetion of new ves-
sels has not been as rapid as was expect-
ed.  There have been delays in the
completion of unarmed vessels, but for
the most part they have been such as
are constantly occurring even in countries
having the largest experience in - ship
building. The most serious delays, how-
ever, have been in the work upon ar-
mored ships. The trouble has been in
the failure of contractors to deliver ar-
mor as agreed. The difficulties seem
however, to have been all overcome, As
a result of the experience acquired by
shipbuilders and designers and material
men it 1is believed that the dates
when vessels will be completed
can now be estimated with reasonable ac-
curacy. Great guns, rapid firing guns,
torpedoes and powder are being prompt-
ly supplied. While I am distinetly in
favor' of consistently pursuing the peliey
we have inaugurated of building up a
,thorough ‘and efficient navy, I cannot re-
frain from' the. suggestien-that -congress
should carefully take into account the
number of unfinished vessels on our hands
and the deplorable condition of the treas-
ury in considering the propriety of an
appropriation at this time.

“The report of the secrgtary of the in-
terior has the supervision of so many
important subjects that it is of especial
value and interest. On the 30th day of
June, 1893, there were on the pension
rolls 996,012 names, or an increase of
19.946 over the number on the rolls
on June 30th, 1892. The discovery hav-
ing been made that many names had
been put upon the roll by means of
wholesale and gigantic frauds, the com-
missioner suspended payments upon a
number of pensions’which seemed to be
fraudulent or unauthorized pending a
complete examination, giving notice to
the pensioners in order that they might
have an opportunity to establish if possi-
ble the justice of their claims notwith-
standing apparent imvalidity. 1 am un-
able to understand why frauds in the
pension -department should not be ex-
posed amnd corrected with thoroughness
and vigor. Every name fraudulently
put upon these rolls is a wicked imposi-
tion upon the kindly sentiment in which
pensions have their origin. Every fraud-
ulent pensionér has become a bad -citi-
zen; every false odath in support of a
pension has made perjury more common,
and false and undeserving pensioners
rob the people not only of their money
but “of their patriotic sentiment, which
the ‘survivors ‘of a. war, fought for the
preservation of the uniom; ought ‘to in-
spire. Thousands-of neighborhoods have
their well-known fraudulent pensioners,
and recent developments by the bureau’
establish appalling conspiracies to = ae
complish pension frauds. By no means
the least wrong done is to drivé away
deserving pensioners, who certainly ought
not to be condemned to such association.
Those who attempt in the line of duty to
rectify these wrongs should not be ac-
cused of emnity or indifference to' the
cdaims of the honest veter. .

T 4“The condition of the Indians and
their ultimate fate are syjects which are
relegated as a sacred duty to the gov-
ernment and which strongly appeal -to
the sense of justice and the sympathy
of our people. Our Indians number
aboint-248,000; most of ‘them are located
on 161 reserves containing - 86,116,531

“Fddians have, to a large degree, adopted

Nicaragua,

acres of land. About 110,000 of these |.

¥

civilized -customs; lands in severalty have
been allotted to- many’ of them. I am
sure that secular education and moral

.And religious learning mrust be important

factors in any effort’ to save the Indi-
and and lead them to eivilization. I be-
lieve, too, the relinquishment of tribal re-
lations and the holding of land in sev-
eralty may, in favorable conditions, aid
this consummation. ' The solution of
the Indian problem depends very largely
upon good'administration. personal
ﬁtpgss of their agents and their adapt-
ability to the preliminary duty of caring
for their wards is of the utmost import-
ance. ‘The law providing that, except
In especial cases, army officers shall be
detailed as Indian agents it is hoped will »
prove & successful experiment.

I especially commend to the attention
of congress the statements contained -in
the seeretary’s report concerning for-
estry. The time has come : when = offi-

cient measnte:‘ shpnidgbe taken for the -

'The e

5
he report of the secretary of agriculture

wxll_ be found exceedingly interesting, es-

pecially to that large part of our citi-

Zens intimately concerned in agricultural

occupations. ,

“The continued intelligent operation of
the-civil service law-and the increasing
approval by the people of its workings
are most gratifying.  The recent exten-
:ﬁn of lns .hmutatgg:: and regulations to

- employees at delivery postoffices
which ha.s been honestly andpopmmptl;
aceomplished by {che commission with the
hearty Co-eperation of the postmaster-
general, is an jmimensely important - ad-
vance in, the usefuiness of the system.
I. am, if possible, morge than ever con-
vinoed. of the incalcullable  benefits con-
fer?ed by the civil service law, not only
in ‘its effects upon the public service, but
also what is even more important, in its
e_lfect in elevating the tone of political
life generally. The course of  ecivil -
serviee  reform; in this country instruots
ively' and interestingly illustrates how
strong a hold a movement gains upon
our people which has been undertaken
in a sentiment of justice amd right, and
whxc.h: at’ the same tine promises better
admipistration of government, It seems to
be dirgctl‘y inconsistent with the character
of this reform as well as with its best
‘enforcemient’ to oblige ‘the commission to
rely ‘upon the ‘clerks for details from
other departments; I earnestly urge
that the clerkg nesessary to carry on the
work of the commission be regularly put
apon its roster and the system- of oblig:
ing the commissioner to rely upon * the
services of clerks. belonging to ‘other de-
partments be discontinued,

“Heonomy in publie expenditure is a
duty'that-eannot consistently be neglected
by-these entrusted with control of money
drawn- from . the public: for public “uses.
After a hard struggle taniff reform is di-
rectly before us: Nothing so jmportant
g oty ) el

LY. pre a8 - both ai: o
tuplity. and aaduty; sn. bl :
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repeated professions and
::lnmate of the people,

ssion our co en
favor of thés rl;ntnymm andha
fided their work and its accomn plishment
to the hands of those who are-solemnly
Dledged to it. - Nothing should intervene
to dnstract. our attention or distarb our
efﬁox't' until »this reform is accomplished
by wise and- careful legislation. While
we should staunecniy adhere to the princi-
ple ‘that only the necessity of revenue
justifies fhe impesition of tarif  dues
and other federal taxation, and that they
should be limited by ‘strict economy, we
cannot close our eyes to the fact  that
oon'dm:o_ns bdive grown up amongst us
vsjluc!] in j.ustice and fairness call for
dx_scmmnmmng eare ' in the dis-
trict upon which duties and - tax-
ation as the emergencies of our
i:(wg;nment actually demand. Manifest-
Y, I we are .to aid the people di 'k
thrqugh tariff reform, one OI; itglri(;;g
9bv10us features should bs a reducti(;u
in present tariff charges upon the neces-
saries of life.” 'No less elosely related to
our people’s safety and well-being is the
pgmoval of restrictions upon the importa-
-tion of raw materials necessary to our
manufactures. The world should be open
to our national ingenuity and enterprise.
This' cannot. be while federal legislation
through the imposition of a high tariff.
forbids to American manufacturers as
chegtp materials as those used by their com
petitors. ' It is quite obvious that the en-
hancement of prices of our manufactured
products within our own borders is not
only to the direct disadvantage of gur
manufacturers, but also inereases ' their
cost to our eitizens. The interests of la-
bor are certainly, though indireetly, in-
cluded in this feature of the tariff Sys-
tem. ‘The sharp competition and struggle
among our manufactarers to snpply tha
limited demand for their goods soon fili
the narrow market -to which they are
confined; then follows a suspension of
work in mills and factories, a diseharge
of employes, and distress in the homes
of our werkingmen. Even if the often
disproved assertion could be made good
that a lower rate of wages would result
from free raw materials and low tariff
duties, the intelligence ‘of our working-
mer leads themr quickly to discover that
their steady employment, permitted by
free raw materials, is the most important
factor in their relation to tariff  legisla-
tion. A measure has been prepared by
the eongressional committee embodying
tariff reform on the lines herein suggest-
ed, which will be promptly submitted for
legislative gction.. It -is the result of
.much pafriotic” and “unselfish work, and
I Lbelieve it ‘deals with  this’ subjeet con-
sistently andl as thoroughly as existing
conditions permit. I am satisfied that
the reduced tariff duties provided for in
the proposed legislgtion,” added to exist-
ing international revenue taxation, will,
in the near future, though perhaps
directly, produce sufficient reyenue to
meet the needs of the government. -

“In_conelusion, my intense feeling of
responsibility impelled me fo inyoke for
the.manifest interests of a generous and
confiding people the most scrupulous.care, '
and to pledge my willing suppart to every
legislative effort for the advancemsnt of

the .greatness and prosperity. of -our be: ...

loved. country. ; :
“(Signed). GROVER CLEVELAND.
“Fxeogtive Mansion, Washington, D.
C., 1898 -
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