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view of things, but there is nothing that so moulds the character of 
nations and determines their destiny as ideas, and the idea that we 
are part and parcel of one of the greatest historical Churches of the 
Reformation is an idea that ought to be potent in the hearts of Scotch- 
men, however far removed from their native land. The Church of 
„"?land has acknowledged the strength of such an idea, and wherever 

is established, there she provides religious ordinances by 
establishing churches vitally connected with the mother church ; and 
wherever an Englishman goes, he can worship in a church, which he
H?n^!han.d,i5ee-a 10 ^ lhe natlonal Church of England ; and who will 
deny that this idea has been of immense service to religion, as well as 
to the Church of England ? And why should it not be so with the na
tional Church of Scotland ? The duty is equally binding to make her 
ecclesiastical machinery co-extensive with the British empire, so that 
Scotchmen may have, everywhere, the opportunity of worshipping in 
the Church of their fathers. It is to be regretted, that a closer bond w as 
not established between the branches in the colonies and the mother 
Church. The connection has been, in some cases, so loose, that it was 
broken on the slightest emergency. It is, besides, important for the 
cause of religion generally, that there should be at least one Church in 
this country forming part and parcel of the Presbyterianism of Scotland. 
If a Church is entirely cut off from the bodies at home the probability 
is, that it will assume a type alien to the Presbyterianism of Scotland 
But it is far from desirable that this should be the case, when, for a long 
time to come, the stream of emigration from Scotland to this country 
will probably continue. It is, therefore, highly desirable, that there 
should be one body, at least, which shall form a centre of union for all 
purely Scotch feelings and sympathies in religious matters ; so that 
the settler, when he lands here, may feel that he is in the atmosphere 
of the good old Presbyterianism of Scotland. It may be that a better 
type of Presbyterianism may be devised on this side of the Atlantic, but 
the mission of this Church will be a sufficiently important one, if it only 
perpetuate the venerable Presbyterianism of the Church of Scotland. 
Though we shall derive the chief benefit from a closer connection with 
the Church of Scotland, still the Parent Church will be a gainer. She 
will gain in moral prestige and influence at home, when her services 
are enjojçd, her name reverenced, and her history remembered ab.oad.

1 shall now mention the difficulties which have been started, but 
started chiefly in this country, v.

It has been supposed, fllat the church as an established church, could 
not recognize our ücentmtes as licentiates of the Church of Scotland. 
,.a.’ Y ber constitution, she has the sole power of determining the con- 
ditions of license, and she can, therefore recognize, if she sees fit, the 
licentiates of this Church as those of the Church of Scotland.

The chief difficulty lies in the course of study. Here, the course is 
three years in arts, and these years in theology, whereas at home the 
course is four years'in arts, and four in theology. There is, however, a 
growing feeling at home, that a change ought to be made, the time being 
too long for most students.- In the Scottish Colleges, the degree of M.A. 
can now be taken in three years ; and it has been proposed that gradu
ates sbouULbe entitled to enter the Hall after their three years’ course, and 
the-probability is that this will be carried. A four years course will now be

j •» l those only who enter-college ignorant of the elements of Greek 
and Mathematics. This will make the arts course at home coincide 
with that .n Queen’s College. In all Canadian Universities, the entrance 
of matnculative examination, is much more rigid than it was formerly 
in the Scottish Universities. It corresponds to the examination now 
required of those who mean to take only a three years’ course. As to

ii

ml

>

t

■W
i

55
5

■p
i

'^
25

K
39

5
-


