5! e caliber and un

L, s
{ ‘m3o out and find me another Mordecai
&own and I will give the discoverer §10,-

,”” epid Charles W. Murphy, the owner
Jof the Chicago Cubs, : the middle of last
'season when his famous old machine be-
'gan to crumble and he eaw that he could
wﬂy win the pennant withovt ad-

i pitchers. Mr. Murphy was. ad-
‘dressing his scouts, three or four of them,
one of hig favorite pastinmies

being ad-
‘dressing.

Did these men dash for the coat room
of the cafe in which the conference was
‘being held, shove their hat checks at the
boys who are ever eager for the dime and
hurry for the railroad station to beat the

‘bushes in the hope of getting the re-f
"ward? No, they simply-laughed, and gome’

' one ordered another drink. Then said
one of the ecouts:

“T¢ can’t be done. There ain’t any such
fellow.”

Fans may marvel at the ealary figures
which players command in these modern
‘days of baseball, but if they realized the
‘meal and care exercised in going over the
gountry in search ¢f talent they would
&:eciate the scarcity of men of big

erstand why a play-
&demandn o much money when he has
{become a star.
| Different methods are adopted by the
{@lifferent clubs in looking for recruite
“ayhich are essential to the perpetuation of

1§ winning team. ‘As one man begifis to

Because they act so gently (no
purging or griping) yet so
thoroughly

'"NA-DRU-CO
LAXATIVES

are best for the children as well as
the grown-ups, 25c. & bex at
your druggist's.

 @ans Wagaer, The Great Shortstop of The Pitsburgh Pirates, Who Siipped
: Into The Big League on a Trail of Banana Skins

age and slow up, the manager must have
}youth at hand to fill ‘the gap, and the
youth must be trained in the ways of the
big league, which are vastly different from
those of the minor circuits. It is as neces-
sary for the championship clubs to Jhave
scoute out as it is for the tail-enders, and
it has béen the smug feeling of satisfac-
tion which has suffugsed so many managers
that has resulted in the corrosion and de-
cay of a great team all at once. Then the
leader has the job of building up a new
club on his hands instead of being called
upon to fill only one or two gaps.

The Scouting System

Some club ‘owners employ, throughout
the season, three or four ~ high-salaried
scouts, who roam about from one place
to another trying to dig up stars and
greatly increase the income ‘of railroads.
They associate with baseball men in the
small centers and listen to all the gossip
of ball players, hoping that, in this way,
they may get wind of a future star. These
scouts often find it wise to use an alias in
traveling and pose as book agents or
grtlxlmmers with a great interest in base-

gl

This is done for two reasons: If the local
magnates learn that a man is a bjg leagne
scout, they. try o eell him all the players
they own, for it is out of the sale of play-
ers to the big leagues that most of the
profits of minor league clubs come. If ‘a
scout has one man in mind, he does mot
care to be bothered with an owner preach-
ing the virtues of his entire team. Then,
again, these bush-whackers, occasionally
have to dieplay some of the perspicuity of
William J. Burps. If a man hears of a
promising youngster eomewhere and jour-
neys far to look at him, he does not care
to haye three-6r four rival scouts rushing
in to bid against him. If they hear that
& seéarcher for etars is in a gertain neigh-
borhood with eome one man in mind, to
whom he has been tipped off, they are
fikely to hasten to get a look at the
youngster themselves. hus the scout
wants to eliminate competition as far as
possible by covering up his identity and
business. :

Many of the clubs nowadays prefer to
bujld up a “wireless system” of scouting,
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ankles. They free the joints of
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which has turned out to be very effective.
“Clonnie” Mack was the discoverer of this
method. “Connie” made it his business
to enlist old ball players ase his friends.
This was easily accomplished, as Mr. Mack
started the system in'the days when form-
er baseball stars frequently were not ex-
amples of optlence. Whenever an - old
player would come to Mack with a Te-
quest for a little aesistance in the matter
of negotiating a loan. *Connie” would
elip him a substantial sum and urge him
to keep it for old times’ sake.

“And if you see anything thas
promising up your way, tip me off,’
would say to his friend.

In this way, Mack soon had an army
of volunteer scouts spread over the coun-
try, and all were working for him. When-
ever one of these friends saw or heard of
promising material, he tipped Mack off,
and the latter sent a scout or one of the
extra players on his team, as Harry Davis
or “Topsy” Marteel or “Socks” Selbold, to
look over the iprospective find. If the
informer had proved to be a good prophet
and the youngster was approved by the
scout, Mack was careful to eend a check
for two or three hundred dollars, to this
Christopher Columbus, which was an ad-
ditional incentive to stir up more stars.
‘ The result of Mack’s system has been
highly eatisfactory, inasmuch as through
it he has constructed one of the greatest
machines which ever represented a city on
the diamond. His infield is estimated to
be worth $100,000, and it did not cost him
a nickel, except for the comparatively
small amounts which he paid to his volun-
teer scouts. i

Now McGraw has adopted this idea In
all its essential details and depends on
his friends for tips on promising ball
players. He has volunteer scouts scatter-
el all over the country who watch the ris-
ing crop of youngsters for him and keep
him informed. As eoon as he recéives
a reliable tip he eends a man out to look
the prospect over and report to him.
“Dick” Kinsella, a friend of McGraw, has
been very successful in finding players and
“Mac” hus great confidence in him.

It is not hard to enlist volunteer scouts,
but it ie difficult to get 'dependable ones
who “will not boost every busher they see
play. The country is saturated with fans
who are ambitious to discover a star.
Many men pay more attention to search-
ing for ball players than they do to their
business because they hope that perhaps
some day they may be able to say about
a star, “I discovered that guy.”

Finding Tom Hendrix

Most managers are swamped 'with let-
ters from baseball “bugs” who think that
they know where an undiscovered greal

looks
Mack

| player is lurking. Few of the big league

leaders pay much attention’ to these, for
if they did théy would have little time to
do anything else. «There is an interesting
story about the discovery of Tom Hen-
drix, the Pittsburg pitcher, who led the
National League last season, in games
won, ahd who ‘is one of the sensations of
the game. Clarke, the Pirates’ manager,
turned him ‘up purely through luck.

~The health of a Pullman conductor, who
had a regular tuh into Pittsburg, broke
down three or four years ago, and the

company shifted him to' the west, think-’

ing that the change of climate might bene-
fit him, He was' a8 “bug” of the first de-
gree and, while running' into Pittsburg,
went to see the Pirates play at every op-
portunity. Through sunshine and rain he
was one of their' etaunchest rooters. Tt
nearly broke his heart when he had to
go west, and he showed that advanced
symptom of a “bug” by subscribing to all
the Pittsburg papers eo that he could fol-
Jow the percentages and averages and
standing of the Pirates as closely as pos-
sible.

The new activities of the conductor took
him into Cheyenne, Wyo., once in every
so often; and he always laid over there.
At first it was a condescension for him
to go see the bush league team play, he,
who had been a big league rooter for

ears falling for such emall time talent.

hen he was struck by the capabilities of
a young pitcher working for Cheyenne. He
started to write letters to Fred Clarke
about this youth and persistency was his
middle name. The management of the
Pitteburg team had to put an additional
waste-basket in the office to accommo-
date his letters. That Pullman conductor
must have sat down and written Fred
Clarke a letter every time he had a
chance, which was most of the time.

At first, Clarke paid no attention to
these communications, but this did not
discourage the Pullman conductor, of
whom it may be said that he was no quit-
ter. Whenever he was not punching tick-
ets or giving somebody an upper berth,
he was in there writing letters about the
young pitcher in Cheyenne. He must have
spent most of his money in postage. Each
time that his run took him into Cheyenne,
and the team was home, he was at the
game watching his protege pitech. Then
he would again burst forth into a song of
praise and mail it to Clarke. Here is an
extract from one of his letters:

“You are overlooking a grand pitcher if
you do mnot ‘grab this young fellow, Hen-
drix, pitching out here. He has got every-
thing. He uses a world of speed, and the
fast ball has a grand hop on it. His curve
drops like a balloonist when the para-
chute don’t open. I have always wanted
to do something for Pittsburg, and, if
you don’t grab this fellow, you are losing
a chance to get a great player and taking
away from me the opportunity to do
Pittsburg and the Pirates some good.”

The Scout’s Subterfuge

“When you are out that way, take a
look at Hendrix,” said Clarke to a scout
who was planning a trip west, to look
over some other material, none of which
ever panned out. “At least, we'll stop
this guy writing to us all the time.”

The scout went and had his look and
was so impressed by the young pitcher’s
style that he feared some other searcher
might hear of him before he could get his
name to a Pittsburg contract. Therefore
he went to work carefully. Playing on the
eame club was a big, rugged first baseman
who could hit the bush league pitching
pretty hard, but only one expert glance
was neceseary for the scout to see that he
was useless for the Big Leagues. He was

lumbering and elow, and he had 2 facility

BEATING THE BUSHES

A STORY OF THE SEARCH FOR THE BIG LEAGUE RECRUIT

By CHRISTY MATHEWSON, of the New York Giants
(Copyright, 1915, by the MoClire Newspaper Syadicate)

» ed. It wouldn’t be such a loss to us if he
replied the

 been with a

did not.” _ ;
“He's .yours-at the price,”

owner, | @ T
That is how Hendrix

His only weakness siace

came to Pittsbur
being in the B

very, young and should
improved greatly  toward the end of la

of a Pullman conductor.
forget him either, and he received a han
gome check from the Pittsburg club. No
¥red paye some attention
this man writes,
less of a writer.
manager is likely to

‘o it is evident that

heard of.
in an oyster. You only hear about.

Discovery of “Dode” Bush

“Dode” Bush, the shortstop of the D
troit
around the lots

start—on the city lots I mean—although

believe that the best

to afford uniforms

|
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for making all plays the wrong end to.
He gave no evidences of quick thinking or

quick action, and apparently there was no,

co-ordination between his brain and his
movements for'a full minute.

“Won’t do,” the scout immediately label-
ed him mentally.

But the club owner thought that the
first basemian was a great player, and the
scout encouraged him in this and led him
to believe that ‘the first baseman: was the
man he sought.

“A gecond Hal Chase,” declared the own-
er enthusiastically, ‘‘He would make a
great  hitter for your club, and Clarke
needs a first baseman bad.”

“He might,”, agreed the scout, “but, if
he is a second Hal Chasé, he is an awful
bad eecond. What would you take for
him ”’

“Another club has offered me $4,000,”
replied the owner, “and I would make
that price to you because Clarke is° a
friend of mine.”

“Well, of course,” said the scout, b -
it i§ going to run'into money like that, 1
would have to consult with Clarke before

taking any steps toWard ‘closing the deal.”

He looks good to &, ‘though.”

"The ‘conversation vedred to other topics.
At last, said thefeot:

“That young pitther, Hendrix, is going
fair today.. What' would you take for
a thousand.” L

“Oh,” he’s erratic,”” replied the owner,
who considered the first baseman his valu-
able jewel. “I’'ll let you bave him for a
thousand.”

Somebody bad tipped the first baseman
off that a Pitteburgh scout was in the
little, low bleachers looking him over, and
he cavorted all over the diamond, forget-
ting what little baseball he ever knew in
his anxiety to make good. Two or three
of the opposing batters: got fouls off Hen-
drix that day, but it was about the limit
of the batting against him. He passed
séveral men and showed a disposition to
be wild. The scout remained for a week
and observed Hendrix ;closely. He 'was
greatly impressed, but did hot announce
it to the club owner.. He pretended that
he had his eye on the first baseman all the
time. Finally he was satisfied with Hen-
drix.

«Your first baseman is high priced, and
perhaps he is worth it,” said the scout.
“I'll have to telk him over with Clarke
before making a deal. Now that young
pitcher might make good, and I would take
a chance on him at the figure you mention-

MUSIC
TAUGHT FREE

Home Instruction
Special Offer To Our Readers

In order to advertise and introduce their
home study music leseons in every local-
ity the “International Institute of Music
of New York will give free to our read-
ers a complete course of ibstruction for
either Piano, Organ, Vielin, Mandolin,
Guitar, Banjo, Cello, Brass Instruments
or Sight Singing.. In refurn they simply
ak that you recommend’ their Institute
to your friends after you learn to play.

You may mot kmow one note from an-
other; yet, by their wonderfully simple
and thorough method, yow can soon learn
to play. - If you are an advanced player
you will receive special imstruction.

The lessons are sent weekly. They are
so simple and easy that they are recom-
mended to eny person or little child who
can read English, Photographs and draw-
ings make everything plain. Under the
Institute’s free tuition offer you will be
asked to pay omly a very small amount
(averaging 14 cents a week}ito cover post
age and the necessary sheet music.

. No one ghould overlook this wonderful
offer. Tell. your friends about it—show
this article 'to them.

The International Institute has success-
fully taught others and can successfully
teach you, even if you know absolutely
nothing ‘whatever about music. The les-
sons make everything clear.

Write today for the free booklet, which
explains everything. It will convince you
and cost you nothing. Address your let-
ter or postal card to Imternational Insti-
tute of Music, 93 Fifth Ave., Dept. 406M,
New York, N, ¥,

dianapolis club. He was

poses, as
signed by
him a .uniform. “Dode” .puzzled over
of the other players. :
“Say,” he. asked, “how do you get In
this?”
got a ball player that needs a valet.”
Bush iz one of the 1
dressers on and off the dlaqxoud

I hear about him.
Finding of Wagner

manner which Hans Wagner,
shortstop of the Pirates, was

ther well known.
negie, Pa., where d
brother, “Al’ Wagner was also quité
ball player. “Al”
little club up in O
ran short of pitchers,
his team.
“T've got
pitch pretty well,” said “Al” Wagner.
this lacomic poatal card” cgme back:
“How much will you pay me?”’
The manager wrote an ;
preparing 1o gend  transportation when
big shouldered, ‘heavily-built man ‘appe

ered with dust and grime and cinders.

ed “Al” Wagner when a layer or two

dust had been rubbed off so he could
identified.

“How did you get
manager.

“Hopped the firet freight,”

ing of speech.

terhoon, and I'll '
“No,” said Honusy “1 want to pitch.
At last the minor league manager,

decided to give the big,
youth a chance to piteh. Honus went
that his catcher, who was
man, later of the Giants, threatened
quit in the third
ter, who

utes,
“What's

«] give him all the signs
up before the game,
head all right and throws fast balls.
on the head, it will
wreaths and pillows and gates ajar.”
have often heard Bowerman tell the sto:
of Wagner’s debut.

Wagner was

ing on
broke,

erson, N. J,,

ner,

‘lA] .’l

“Would not let
plied.

“Don’t want ‘Al’ ¥ came
“John is the man I'm after.”

A Trail of Banana Skins

tional League, then

ful batting. But he then encountered

dom have to overcome. I think Wagn
was

late Wagner’s ambition at all.

“gnd I get all the money that I nee
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League is a lacK of control, but he is still
get over this. He

season. Fred Clarke got a wonderful pit-
cher for a song through the good agency
Clarke did not

to the letters
and he is still more or

get a diamond out of
his. mail any day, but the chances are
very remote. That is the only one I ever
Tt is like trying to find 2 pearl

club ' was discovered playing ball
of Indianapolis, where|
many another Big Leaguer has made his

ball players come
from $he -eoyntry, maybe because I grew
up in the country myself. Bush had never
team that was wealthy enough
until ‘he joined the In-
only a kid of sev-
enteefi-or eighteen them; and he used the
same clothes for social and baseball pur-
did all his erowd. When he was
Indianapolis, - somebody handed

$or a minute, and then went up to one

“Gee, fellows,” laughed the other, “we've

mpst’ meticulous
now. He

is also a considerable player from what

Maybe all fans are not familiar with the
the great
discovered.
The history of Honus’ early career is ra-
He. grew up around Car-
he now lives, and his

ot playing with some
jo, and the manager
He commlt#d with

s brother, John, who can

8o a letter.was written to Honus: an

answer and was
ared | F t0 Louisville, Kentucky,
at the ball park one afternoon much cov-

“That’s my brother John now,” declar-

here*’ inquired the

replied Ho-
nus, as if sending & telegram, ever Bpar-

“Well, you had better rest up this af-
look you over tomorrow.”

who

was short a pitcher for that day anyway,
awkward-looking

and just pitched. His speed: was so great
Frank Bower-

inning. He hit one bat-
did not come to for ten mun-

the matter with that big
Dutchman?”’ complained Bowermen as he
came to the bench after the third inning.
that we fixed
and he just nods his

he ever hits one of those batters square
be time to sen

eventually shifted to the
outfield, his pitching style being too wear-
catchers. At last the club went
and Wagner played around on
various other small clubs. He came to Pat-
in a peculiar manner. The
Paterson manager wired about Hans Wag-
and the boss under whom both the
Wagner boys were playing at that time
misunderstood and thought that the Pat-
‘'erson crowd wanted Wagner’s: brother

‘Al’ Wagner go,’ he re-

the - reply.

It was in Paterson that the late Harry
Pulliam, formerly the secretary of the Na-
with the Louisville
club, heard of Wagner. He went to look
him. over nad was struck by his wonder-

difficulty which scouts of the present sel-

getting $200 a month at that time.
Pulliam offered him $500. It did not stimu-

“Why, I'm satisfied here,” said Honus,

Why should I go to Louisville?” Auto-
mobiles had not been perfected then. Ho-
nus needs all the money he makes now.

Barney Dreyfuss controlled the Louis-
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ville club at that time. It _toék about a
week of persuading before  Pulliam could
induce 'Wagner to go to Louisville. At
last he backed the .great shortstop up
into'a corner and got his signature to &

contract. y

«Tg there anything you would like be-
fore we stdrt?” Pulliam ssked Wagner,
while waiting for the train, desiring to ac
comvmodate his new man. He thought per-
baps the great shortstop might want some
{unch-or perhaps a book.

“Could you get a few bananas?’ asked
Honus. .+

Pulliarh weént out to an Italian fruit
dealer and bought & hand of them. Honus
left & trail into the
by banana gkins. Perhaps it was appro-
priate, e it has been a glippery trail to
follow. Anyway the yellow skins were
flung; out of the train from Paterson, N.
Mr. Dreyfuss
handed a gold

a

3

a

3
thought that be had been
brick when he first looked at the heavy,
awkward-appearing | Wagner. He struck
the Louisville owner as - being muscle
bound.

“Just wait until you see bim bat”’ said
Mr. Pulliam. He waited{ and Mr. Drey-
fuss has been entirely satisfied with the
youngster ever since. s o

Fooled the Spectators

An interesting story is told of the pur-
chase of Russell Blackburn, the young
shortstop for whom the Chicago American
League club paid $10,000, a few years ago.
He has never made good, byt he has some
excuse.  Bince coming into the Big League,
he has suffered greatly from ill health and
has been the victim of many injuries.
However, it does not look mow as Jf he
were ever going to warrant the price paid
for him, although he may. Look at
“Rube” Marquard. Blackburn was a won-
der with the Providence club of the New
England League, and, Comiskey sent one
of his scouts to look the youngster over.
Several teams were eager to grab Black-
burn at that time, and Comiskey’s scout
Was immediately impressed by his playing,
But the high price scared him eo that he
was afraid to take a chance on completing
d lthe deal without Mr. Comiskey's consent.
1 { Therefore he wrote a letter to Mr.' Com-
ry | iskey in Chicago, recommending the play-
er, but declaring that the price was very
high. In the meantime, another scout had
arrived in Providence while the Comiskey
representative was waiting for his answer,
and he was afraid that perhaps the second
man, weighted with more purchasing au-
thority than he had, might steal the prize
from under his nose.

The first scout had made friends with
Blackburn and talked him into believing
that it would be to his great advantage
to go to the White Sox rather than to any
other big league team. So when the sec-
ond secout came to town, the first got a
pair of spectacles and asked Blackburn
to come to the hotel to eee him at nine
o’clock that night wearing the “cheaters.”
Then he went and searched out the other
scout, with whom he had an acquaintance
of long standing.

“How about this fellow, Blackburn?”
asked the second scout. “Thought I'd
look him over.”

“Oh, he looks pretty good, but I think
Tl pass him up,” replied the Comiskey
scout. I expect him up here to see me
about nine tonight, and I'll introduce you
to him if you want to, meet him.”

Blackburn appeared at nine ' o’clock,
wearing the spectacles, The three men
talked for a little while, and then Black-
burn left.

“Why that guy wears
the second scout.

“That's why I did not like him,” answer-
ed the Comiskey man. ‘“Hie eyes must be
bad.” That is the most damning indict-
ment of a ball player. The other scout
left town next day, and Comiskey’s seek-
er of stars got Blackburn through the sub-
terfuge of the glasses, which were made
out of common window glass. But the man
never turned out to be a find, and the
second scout, who was fooled by the
glasses, is now enjoying the last laugh.
He heard the story of the spectacles soon
after Blackburn signed.

The Kick That Won

I, myself, got my chance to go into the
Big League in a peculiar way. I was play-
ng with the Norfolk team of the Virginia
lcague in the summer of 1900. This club
was managed by “Phenom John” Smith,
who was one of the most important friends

of
be
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‘cheaters’, said
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I bad in my early career. It was he who
brought me to Norfolk in.a manner that is
worth the telling.

When at Bucknell college. I was playing
on the football team, and we cime down
to Philadelphia to play Pennsylvania i
the fall of 1899. The summer previgus~F
had been with Taunton in the New Eng-
land Leagne, and  ‘“Phenom John” had
been managing the Portland club in the
same Jeague. The Taunton team bad not
done very well financially, and several of
us had lost some of the salary due to us.
“Phenom John” met me in the hotel ab
Philadelphia before the football game and
told me that he had arranged to manage
the Norfolk club mext season,

‘%Vant to ];:omethwith me?’:’ he asked.

“How.much is there in it?”’ B

“I1l give ym:" $75 a montZ," ﬁdﬁplied.
“] know you were getting. ninety with
the Taunton club, but you would rather
get the seventyfive than the promise of
ninety.” i

I accepted the terms and signed the cifo
tract. Then I went out that {
(not to boast) and kicked two goals from
the field, the only score which was made
against Pennsylvania by our team. We
were only beaten by the score of 12 to 10,
which was much smaller than the usual
annual score, A, goal from: the field counted
five then. Hudson, the Indian, was the
only man who had performed the feat of
two goals in one afternoon et that time.
When I was getting. dressed.in the hotel
after the game, “Phenom John” came in.
He was a great football fan.

“That was nice work out there today,™

he said.

Then he uced the signed contraet,
and, with fountain pen, crossed out tZa
seventy-five and made it ninety dollars s
'month, the same salary which I bad. re-
|ceived or was supposed to bave received -
in Taunton.

“T have decided to raise your salary,”
he said, “on account of those two goals.”
«T don’t see how that is going to hel

me to pitch any,” I replied, very mu
pleased and not knowing much what to
say. It looked like all the money in the
world to me then.

In the middle of the season. I.had a
chance to go to either the Philadelphia
club or the New York club. “Phenom
John” told me he had an opportunity to
' gell me to either one. He said I could take
my choice. I looked over the list of pitsh-
ers with each of these two teams and
ifound that the Giants were sadly lackiug
in that department. I concluded that if X
‘went to New York, I would have a bet-
ter chance to pitch and selected the Giants
How I was received and my experience in
breaking in will be told in another story
of this series.

Let me close with this poignant para-
graph, If a ball player gets through the
meshes drawn tightly around a Big League
career and lasts for a year with a team,
whether he spends it on the bench or not,
there is no doubt that he has some merit.
Take it from any of wiose who have made
good. b

Flowers are one and a half degrees
warmer than the surrounding air.

oy
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The loose statements, that al
Cough and Cold cures are loadec
with dope, do not apply to Dr
Humphreys’ Seventy-seven,’
which is strictly Homeopathie anc
ig free from all so called dop€ o
habit forming drugs.

It acts through the nerve cen
| tres, directly on the sick parts
| without disturbing the rest of th
system, and it acts quickly.

¢ Seventy-seven ’’ breaks u
hard stubborn Colds that hang o1
It is a small vial of pleasant pe
lets, fits the vest pocket. ‘At you

Druggist, 25e., or mailed.
Humphrey's Homeo. Medicine Co., I
William St., New York—Advertisement




