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A DANGEROUS SITUATION.

This morning’s cablegrams from
London show that the relations be-
tween the “British Empire and the
League of Nations have become increas-

ingly "awkward within the last few
weeks, and particularly within the last
few days. A correspondent of the
British United Press, whose despatch
is printed in The Times-Star to-day,
begins by asking: “Shall the League
of Nations or the King rule the British
Rmpire?” He says this question is one
which Imperialists in London are now
asking as an outcome of the attempts
made to cause. the League of Nations
to intervene in Egypt and the firm
refusal of the Baldwin Government
to permit any such interference.
While Mr. Baldwin, his Government,
Great Britain and the overseas Do-
minions are all friends of the cause of

“! peace, they naturally desire that the
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Empire shall not, by reason of its
membership in the League, have any
commitments which would in any way
limit the sovereign powers of the
Empire, or which might tend to pre-
vent the Empire from looking to the
protection of its own vital interests.
Such interests, it is obvious, must not
be endangered by eny effort, however
praiseworthy, to give the world lasting
peace, contentment and justice. It is
now predicted that a long and bitter
conflict between the League and the
Empire will be inevitable, unless it can
he arranged in the immediate future,
and very definitely, how far the League
may presume to advise in Imperial
affairs. Chamberlain’s visit to Rome is
said to be with the intention of having
tifls situation cleared up, with finality.
It is true that the League has seen, and
bas admitted, that it should not inter-
vene in FEgypt, but there are several
pations which are attempting to force
a decision upon this issue, meaning a
decision adverse to the position o
decisively taken by Mr. Baldwin.
London Imperialists are of the opin-
fon that, in the powers of the League,

~+ge-it-now exists, there is some threat
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to the sovereign authority of His Most
Gracious Majesty, and they declare
that the Empire could not tolerate any
such situation. Obviously' they are
correct in this last statement, but it
yet remains to be established beyond
doubt that the powers of the League
as now constituted really do contain
any menace to complete British sove-
reignty and independence of action.
Canada has not yet made plain offici-
_ally its position with regard to the
Geneva protocol. Australia, on the
other hand, has intimated that, inas-

* much as the basis of her policy is a

white Australia, she cannot permit
anything in the way of an agreement
limiting Australia’s complete control
over immigration so long as the Jap-
anese amendments remain an effective
part of the League compact. In other
words, Australia’s position is that she
will leave the League rather than agree
to any limitation of her sovereign pow-
ers with respect to domestic policies.

Within a few weeks this whole situ-
ation must be cleared up or an obvi-
ously dangerous state of affairs will
have arisen; indeed the situation at
this moment has too many sinister pos-
gibilities to be regarded with com-
placency.

 DREAMIS, NOT REALITIES.

The Germans and the French are o

. such colon'zers as the English, in the

opinion of the Boston Post, vehicl:

seemingly objects to any country bhav-
+Ing colonies. The Post says:—

Ap echo of Germany’s great struggle
for “a ‘place in the sun” .appears in a

.short news item. Former German
colony lands seized in England after

“the war have been put up at auction.
The bids. were very few and very dis-
appointing. Plentation lands brought

* $2.50 to $5 an acre, and one $1,250,000
estate brought $850,000.

The efforts of Germeny and France
to build up colonial empires in the last
fifty years were not the least of the
causes which led up to the world war.
Eng¥and wes not at all pleased with
thedr actisities in Africa, and yet after
all the pother it appears that Germans

_ were allowed to buy back these colo-
nial domains, if they chose, at a few
osuts on the dollar actually spent in

* {levelopment.

Even before the war, however, it
was clear that the German and French
colonial developments were not proving
successful. Germany spent millions of
dollars and thousands of men in get-
ting possesslon of these territories.
Every inducement was then offered
German nationals to settle in the colo-
nies. But after years of intensive
cffort there were more Germans in
Miiwaukee than in all the African

¢ colonies put together. The experience

of France was, if anything, less suc-

L5 cessful.

It might be said that France did get

. some military aid from her colonies.

But on the other hand if she didn't
have the colonies she might never have
needed this aid.

There are few nations with the true
colonizing genius nowadays. The Eng-
Ush have it, and they are about the

only one who do. Italy has had ter-
rible experiences in Africa, and most
of Spain’s political troubles have come
from her attempts to colonize a pa:t
of the southern shore of the Mediter-
ranean. The Dutch do pretty well in
the East Indies. But, all in all, most
of the countries of Europe would be
petter off if they had “nary” a
colony.
m————c
FOR A BETTER BRITAIN,

The Spectator, or rather St. Loe
Strachey, which rejoiced mightily over
the Conservative victory in Great
Britain, has made a very keen analysis
of the meaning of the Baldwin victory,
and offers the Prime Minister and the
party some sage and penetrating ad-
vice as to future action. In the course
of his remarks Mr. Strachey says that
the electors made a firm and clear de-
cision. He points out that the people
felt that what they wanted could be
obtained only by a plain non-vote-
sp'itting fight, and they acted accord-
ingly. “Since sweeping the country
meant sweeping away the Liberals, the
sacrifice had to be made” In the
course of his comment and suggestions
the writer says: At present the Union-
ist leaders seem content to know that
che will of the majority is dead against
Socialism. With a negligence almos!
amounting to crime they make no effort
to insure that the wlill of the majority
shall prevail in action. People tolerate
with fatuous complacency a representa-
tive system which rejects all safeguards
against minority rule. Yet the acci-
dents of three-cornered fights, or of the
mal-distribution of voting power—acci-
dents against which there are no ap-
peals and no safeguards—may at any
time allow a minority at the polls to
obtain an all-powerful majority in the
Commons! In such a case the Consti-
tution as at present organized can give

Parliamentary majority based on a
minority of votes a power so absolute
that they could extend their term of
office, squander the resources of the
nation, destroy the national defences,
and embroil the Empire in ruin, with-
out there being any legal or non-revo-
lutionary method of preventing those
unspeakable evils. h

If we are not to fit the car-of-state
with a safety control gear, at any rate
we may regard the decision of the
clectors as a mandate to sweep up
the loose dynamite at present left
handy for the use of the Socialists, and
so free ourselves from the danger of
explosion. There are not enough prop-
erty-owners, especially of landowners|
and houseowners and national and
local debt holders, for the country to
he sate, Therefore, we must increase
ownership by every legitimate means.
The man divorced from ownership, the
true Proletarian—the citizen whose one
possession is proles or offspring—is
Socialism’s .opportunity., Let us see to
it that he, like his more fortunate fel-
lows, has a ticket in life’s lottery and
may dream, like the capitalist of nar-
row means, the dreams of success.
There is nothing easier than to get a
moral and political dividend in this
matter of ownership. Yet the matter
is one habijtually avoided by our so-
called leaders and guides. They seem
afraid to proclaim that property and
ownership are the vantage-ground of
Freedom.

Having dealt with the non-owning
and the disinherited citiven and swept
his grievances away as cleanly as
human nature will allow, let us ruth-
lessly apply the broom of ‘common
sense to sweeping away the Poor Law—
that disreputable, cyni¢al, demoraliz-
ing, pauperizing remnant of Tudor
Socialism with which we are encumb-
ered. Remember that if we do not kill
the Poor Law—Rates 80c. in the £, and
Indiscriminate outdoor relief at £2 a
week—it will kill us. As it happens,
we can kill the Poor Law in a way
which will be very popular with the
workers, though not with the Labour
caucuses. Universal contributory “All-
in” Insurance is ready to our hand.

Next, let us kill unemployment of
the employablke as we can by extirpa-
tion of deflation, i.e., the artificial con-
traction and desiccation of the media
of exchange, We want no inflation of
credit, We want only to see the bene-
fits of credit extended. Men can have
a credit extended to thern based upon
their capacity to use a bucsiness brain.
Why should not credit be similarly ex-
tended t® a man or a group of men on
bodily capacity and skill? Finally, why
«<hould we not boldly assert wherever

{we have for good or ill set up Social-

§stic instruments—i. e, in the roads,
in the Post Office ip all its many func-
tions, and in certain kinds of trans-
port—that we mean to make them
function for alb they are worth?

Our King Demos has said he does
not want Socialism, That is good, but
this does not mean that we can ge
comfortably off to sleep and practise
“Nobility and tranquility” carried to
the point of stagnation. We have got
to use our victory as well as win it, if
we are not to prove unprofitable ser-
vants.

A very unusual and  somewhat
startling state of affairs is that the

\

Britigh Prime Minister, and the mem-
bers of the Cabinet, together with
other state officials, are to-day accom-
panied by bodyguards as they go about
thelr duties. The precautions are taken
by orders from the Home Secretary
because of threats of violence by Egyp-
tian sympathizers. The London authori-
ties have actually discovered plots
agalnst many high personages in Eng-
land. As a result of discoveries made
in Cairo, the British Government has
learned that assassinations have been
plotteds and ‘therefore extrpordinary
precautions have been taken and will
be maintained for some time. The
British police, secret or ordinary, aye
a quiet but most effective body, and a
complete exposure of the plots may be
expected ,in dve time, together with
some arrests.
® & & @

Uncle Sam employs mno little of his
time and his money ia trying to pre-
vent the rum trafic. During the fiscal
year 1924, according to the Internal
Revenue Bureau, 197 yyum boats were
captured by the federal authorities.
Thirteen of these were large ships of
foreign register, and eleven were Amer-
ijcan vessels of a superior type. The
motor boats captured numbered 184,
and the work of prevention ashore re-
sulted in the seizure and confiscation

of 2,799 automobiles,
® © 9o O

The arrival here of the general man-
ager of United Hotels Ltd., Mr. Geo.
H. O’Neill, who is arranging for the
interior decorating and some other de-
tails, and who is checking up progress
with the idea of bringing the hotel
to completion within the time set for
the opening, will be hailed with satis-
faction by St. John people. The Ad-
miral Beatty is gping to be a tremen-
dous asset for thﬁ city, and, indeed
for the Province.

Odds and Ends

“You never know what you'll find
am the odds and ends”—From
“Notes by A Wayfarer.”

Ste Henry and the Maritimes.

(Montreal Gazette Editorial.)

Sir Henry has returned from a week
of strenuous travel through the mari-
time provinces, undertaken to learn
their commercial condition in its rela-
tion to railway transportation. He
went; he saw, but whether he has cop-
quered the subject it ‘would be prema-
ture to say. In the way of constructive
action to remove the undoubted discon-
tent prevailing in that part of Canada,
the president of the Canadian Natlonal
Railway suggested the appointment of
a commission of maritime province rep-
resentative men to consider and recom-
mend to him remedial measures, Sir
Henry pledging himself to gco-operation
in securing the proposed ends. It
would be ungracious to disparage this
suggestion, and the hope may be ex-
pressed that its adoption will bring
practical results. Sir Henry's idea is
that the chief justices of the three
provinces should name the members
of the commission to enqure into their
economic ills, and these jurists have
consented to do eo.

Yet we fear Sir Henry has borrowed
trouble. The grievances of the mari-
times are not a new thing, and are
already well known. The people of
these provinces want more and better
markets for their products, for coal,
steel, fish and fruit; end desire to be
placed in position to compete with cen-
tral Canada in manufacturing indust-
ries. The simple recital of the case
shows its difficulties. If the coal of
Nova Scotia is to reach Montreal in
larger quantity and to penetrate into
Fastern Ontario, two factors are esser-
tial, a higher tariff against American
bituminous coal and a lower cost of
transportation. The frst factor can be
supplied only by Parliament, and it is
extremely doubtful whether in the
present &omposition of the Commons
the Government can be persuaded to
take this step; while the cost of coal
transportation to Montreal and beyond
appertains to water rather than to land
carriers. The steel industry is of the
highest importance to Nova Scotia, and
in this connection rail rates are of con-
sequence, but it is always to be re-
membered that a rail rate on Nova
Scotia steel permitting that product to
reach Montreal necessarily implies an
equally low rate on Ontario steel to the
same market. There cannot be a west-
bound tariff lower than an eastbound
taciff of railway rates on similar com-
modities.” The fisheries of the mari-
times can and should be developed. It
ought to be possible to find a larger
domestic market for fish, but it is not
lesc important to obtain foreign mar-
kets. In the former case freight rates
may be an element, but proper prepar-
ation of the product is much more es-
sential, and the successful exploitation
of the home market is really in the
hands of merchants. Foreign markets
can, perhaps, be enlarged by the enter-
prise of those concerned in the indust-
ry, and by the conclusion of commercial
conventions with such countries as the
West Indies, and the Government is
taking steps to this end by sending the
Minister of Trade and Commerce on a
mission to these countries. As for
fruit, little apparently remains tp be
done. Nova Scotia apples, than which
there are none better, find a ready. mar-
ket in Great Britain without let or
hindrance, but one may wonder why
with apples retailing in Montreal at 60
cents a dozen more of the Nova Scotia
fruit does not reach kere.

Then there is the matter of grain
carriage. Portland is an eyesore to the
people of St. John and Halifax, who
cannot discern patriotic policy in the
export through that Ameriacn port of
twenty million bushels of grain they
are convinced should pass out through
their own portals. Sir Henry Thorn-
ton is not prepared to say the Portland
division of the National Railway should
be sold; *hat is a matter of policy per-
taining to Parliament, but he does say
that if the people of the maritimes
think it desirable Canada’s winter ports
be used in preference to American
ports. their view will have influence.
But this is not a new question; it goes
back in its inception more than ene

generation; and in its determination |

is involved the whole matter of pro-
tection and self-containment irrespect-

|ire of cost.

Of Sir Henry’s good will towards the
maritime provinces there can be no
manner of doubt. What man can do

and their
than in a railway rate structure involv-
ing carriage below cost. What may be
hoped is that Sir Henry’s visit to the
provinces by the sea will awaken in
their people a resolute determination
to rely upon their own resources, initi-
ative and enterprise, rather than to rest
upon the unsiable promises and tem-
porary expedients of governments.

Speedster Brings in 10 Cents,

The wused-car market hit greased
skids the other day at the New York
Police Department’s auction of confis-
kated automobiles. Prices ranged from
ten cents to $375 and bidding was fast
and furious among 85 optimists who
coveted the 86 vehicles offered.

The heavy money piece was a racing
car which, alone of the lot, was able
to limp away tnder its own power.
One flivver brought 50 cents. That was
five times as much as the auctioneers
hammer brought for a speedster that
had s-en better days.

behind a horse and drove away.

that would hold air, 2 set of workabl
bearings, an ignition system

few mud guards.
A patrol wagon upon an internation
ally-known chassis brought $45.

A Novel Warning,

A driver of an avtomobile in Wash
ington, Pa.,

are too d—— close.”

His Will on the Wall

a South of England farmer.

tor’s wishes.

cloth. :

Takes Up Proposed Com::
mission Matter,

The new Council of the Board of
Trade held its first meeting at 11.30
o'clock this morning. The following
were added to the ten-council members
elected at the annual meeting: A. M.
Peters, A. E. Everett, M. E. Agar,
W. E. Anderson, A. H. Wetmore, F.
W. Roach.

President L. W. Simms, who occu-
pied the chair, submitted a statement
regarding subjects to which he felt the
Board of Tradge should give close
thought. These will be considered at
a subsequent meeting.

Consideration was given to resolu-
tions that were adopted at the annual
board meeting respecting the sugges-
tion of a maritime commission made
by Sir Henry Thornton at the Board
of Trade banquet. It was decided that
the council should immediately com-
minicate with Sir Henry Thornton,
also with Board ¢f Trade representa-
tives of Nova Scotia and Prince Ed-
ward Island. *

Worth While.
Dorothy—Raymond is always bragging
about his ancestral halls.”
James—‘'His ancestral hauls are worth
boasting about. His grandfather made
a fortune out of mackerel."”

Bringing Electric Fixtures Makes
Santa Smile
He knows that good lighting
makes happy homes.

“Electrically at Your Service.”

The Webb Electric Co.

91 Germain St.
M. 2152

"SEKiND MoTHER USED

towards solving their difficulties he
will do; but the problems are not new
solution lies much deeper

WHOOPING COUGH

Hard on child—hard on parents.
dreadful and

GEN. SEELY REGALLS

Control

whoeoping
coughing, help to quiet sleep with

CHAMBERLAIN’S
COUGH REMEDY

Every user is a friend

WAR-TIME ELECTION

ARRANGE TO MEET
GOVERNMENT HERE

Council Appoints Commit-
tee on the Matter of Vo-
cational School.

Spirited bidding boosted the price
of this latter vehicle from three cents
to 10 cents, at which figure it was
knocked down to an imaginative me-
chanic who declined to give his name,
paid cash for his purchase, hitched it

With him went a bargain—consider-
ing all the ex-speedster lack of being
in complete repair was a set of tires

that
wasn’t worn out and a transmission
system that wasn’t torn out and a

while trailing a small
coupe, noticed very small letters on the
spare tire covering. Anxious to know
what was being advertised, he drove
close enoygh to read the inscription,
which said: “If you can read this you|’

Many wills have been made on such
things as coin®, collars, hats and even
boots; but perhaps the most unique
was the will left some years ago by

A sealéd note indicated that his will
would be found in a room upstairs. The
room was searched without success
until a woman, noticing that the wall-
paper was loose at one corner, placed
her hand dpon it, and immediately the
whole piece ifell down. On the back
of the paper were written the testa-

In a legal action some yesrs ago, one
of the exhibits in court was the top ef
a table on which bequests had been

written, while in another case a woman
wove the words In wool on a table

WILL COMMUNICATE
WITH C. N.R. HEAD

Board of Trade Coungil

At a special meeting of the Common
Council this morning Mayor Potts and
Commissioners Frink and Wigmore
were appointed as a council committee
to act with a committee from the
Board of School Trustees in meeting
the Provincial Government to take up
the matter of extension of the time in
which the grant for a vocational school
would apply. The Government will
e| meet here on next Tuesday, and the
committee is to meet them at 10.30
that morning.

On motion of Commissioner Bullock,
it was decided to accept an offer by
- | Stephen Doyle of $400 for a lot of land
at the corner of Myrtle avenue and
Prospect street, Fairville.

Bond Issues.

As Commissioner Wigmore was not

present, because of the West Side
trouble, it was decided to adjourn un-
til 2.80, when the following bond issues
will be ordered:—
For the Civic Hydro System, $172,-
111.45, as follows: 5 years, $111.45; 20
years, $11,000; 25 years, $56,000; 30
years, $89,500; 40 years, $15,5600.

For general civic undertakings, $115,-
000, as follows: 10 years, $15,500; 20
years, $10,500; 80 years, $4,500; 40
years, $84,500; making a grand total
of $287,111.45.

A Matter of Moose.

(Detroit News.)

Suppose you were walking along a
country road with your wife, and four
highwaymen attacked you. uppose
you shot three of them, and the fourth
ran away. Would the law do any-
thing to you? It would not. You
were defending your life.

According Lo a report from Ottawa a
Canadian and his wife were walking
through the woods near their home
when they were attacked by four
moose. The husband succeeded in
shooting three of the animals. The
fourth ran away. This Canadian is
being prosecuted for violating the game
laws, which says he was entitled to
only one moose during the season.

Do the Canadian authorities really
insist that the life of a moose is more
valuabte than the life of a man?

-

All Trace Lost.

Tessie—''How far do the Elanks trace
their ancestry?”

Bessie—''To their granifithar, wto
was a bank director. 'They traced him
ias far as China and/there ali tra.es were
|108t.”

Tells of Instructions Sent
to Canadian Brigade
at the Front

Canadian Press Cable.

LONDON, Dec. 4—Speaking tonight
at the British Empire League dinner to
Senator Sir George E. Foster and Hon.
H. H. Stevens, of Canadd, who have
both held the portfolio of Minister of
Trade and Commerce in Dominion
cabinets, Major-General John E. B.
Seeley, who commanded the Canadian
cavalry brigade in the Great War, re-
called that exactly seven years ago he
was surrounded by the Germans and
awaited news of the relief of his bri-
gade. Eventually he received the fol-
lowing message:

“With reference to the Canadian
elections now proceeding, please note
your signal troop should vote as a unit
and not with the Canadian Dragoons.”

ARMED BANDITS ROB
BANK OF HOCHELAGA

MONTREAL, Dec. 4 — Four
armed men today entered the Sher-
rington branch of the Bank of
Hochelaga, held up the manager
with revolvers, seized several hun-
dred dollars and made off in a
high-powered car.

Sherrington is 37 miles from
Montreal on the Canadian National
line running to Massena Springs,
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The wearing of signet rings began with the kings
and nobles of old, who wore them for ornament and
sealing orders. Today men like the look and compan-
ionship of a signet—and when a gift, they value it

again for remembrance.

<

Solid Gold Signets at the Senior Jewelers show in
every shape of seal—oblong, cut cornered, oval—and

variations. Many have

hand engraved

shoulders.

Green Gold with-White Gold tops are striking. One
like the picture is $10. Others as low as $5.

Stone Signets in large choice include Bloodstones,
Onyx, Garnets, Rubies and Sapphires. Prices from $6.
Select now to be sure of the engraving.

The Senior Jewelers’ windows are but a hint of

the treasures within.

Tergu

- Jewelers -

The oldest U. S. educational insti-
tution is Harvard University.. ~

You Pay Less
at
“WIEZEL'S ¢

“SHOES FOR A PURPOSE”

WINTER CONCERT
SEASON OPENED

The concert season at the Seamen’s
Mission was opened last night with a
splendid entertainment by the concert
party of the Montclare. There was a
large audience and the various num-
bers on the programme were all hearti-
ly encored: R. E. Armstrong, presi-

dent of the New Brunswick division
of the Navy League, was chairman,
and gave an appropriate address of
welcome. Victor Hocking, leader of
the Montclare orchestra, was the ac-
companist of the evening and gave very
fine piano selections. Messrs. Walker,
Young and Alf Dean as comedians
gave some very finny and witty num-
bers. Mr. Blair greatly pleased as a
vocalist, and in banjo duets, Messrs.
Rouse and Allen scored a big hit.
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Bring Them?

have a pretty good idea of
varied display includes

Tree Trimmings.

/. 25 Germain Street

——the Boy Builder—illustrated above; M
Clockwork Trains, Traction l.ocomotives,

What Will Santa Claus

Bring your kiddies to our Fine New Toy Department and you'ld soort
what they want for Christmas. The widely

Call Early at

EMERSON BROTHERS, LTO.

eccano Structural Steel Builder,
Ladder Trucks, Games and

Phone Main 3910

For good rich BAKED BEANS |
use plenty of clear pork fat and |
ALWAYS BAKE in the OLD FASH. |
[ONED BEAN POT

Made by !

‘The FOLEY POTTERY

For the home—Asbes-
tos Roofing protects
against weather and
fire, and Improved
Asbestocel heaterpipe
coveringsavesfueland

insures warmth and [

comfort.

.

.. to keep
Asbestos

ANADIAN Asbestos; mined,
'manufactured, and sold by
Canadians—that’s what you get
when you buy Johns-Manville As-
bestos Products. A new Canadian
Johns-Manville plant at Asbestos,
. P. Q.,now supplies you with this
world-famous line of Asbestos
Materials at the lowest possible
price because expensive hauling
and handling costs from mine to
plant have been eliminated.

! This newmoney-saving factory
is located right beside the Johns-
Manvillemines. It covers 4}5acres
and develops 2500 horsepower. It
makes possible new low prices,
provides more work for Canadian
labor, quicker deliveries for Cana-
dian Dealers, and greater service
to Canadians everywhere,

CANADIAN JOHNS-MANVILLE CO. LIMITED ! \
Toronto Montreal Winnipeg Vancouver

Ottawa

Canadian
at home
The new Canadian Johns-Manville Factory

now manufactures products of Asbestos here

Because of this newfactory you
can now get the greater protection
of Johns-Manville Asbestos Roof-
ings at the same price you would
have to pay for the ordinary kind.

Another product of the new fac-
tory is Improved Asbestocel, the
most efficient covering for heater
pipes per dollar of cost that you
can buy.

The new plant will also man-
ufacture Johns-Manville Asbesto-
Sponge Felted Insulation,the most
efficient for pipes carrying high
pressure steam.

In addition,the new factory will
make hundreds of other products
of asbestos for general and indus-
trial use. Itfillsa definiteneed and
will rank as one of the worth-while
institutions of Canadian Industry.

CANADIAN

4

_=%

JOHNS-MANVILLE

Asbesto

s Products

‘ -\\

In industry, hundreds of
Johns-Manville Asbestos
productsareused,includ-
ing Refractory Cements,
Packings,Insulations,and

many special products.

Automobile brakes are
safor and last longer with
Johns-Manville Asbestos
Brake Lining.

.
r—iten.l @

R =
et

Johns-Man-
ville Co., Ltd.
19 Front St., East
Toronto, Can.

Kindly send me literature en
Asbestos Roofing for

(Kind of building)




