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be bad in principle. In a constitutional state the good citizen

knows both how to rule and how to obey. The good man

is one who is fitted to rule. But the citizen in a constitu-

tional state learns to rule by obeying orders. Therefore citizen-

ship in such a state is a moral training (c. 4).

Mechanics will not be citizens in the best state. Extreme

democracies, and some oligarchies, neglect this rule. But cir-

cumstances oblige them to do this. They have no choice

(c. 5)-

cc. 6-13. The Classification of Constitutions ; Democracy

and Oligarchy ; Kingship.

The aims of the state are two; to satisfy man's social

instinct, and to fit him for the good life. Political rule

differs from that over slaves in aiming primarily at the good

of those who are ruled (c. 6). Constitutions are bad or good

according as the common welfare is, or is not, their aim.

Of good Constitutions there are three: Monarchy, Aris-

tocracy, and Polity. Of bad there are also three : Tyranny,

Oligarchy, Extreme Democracy. The bad are perversions

of the good (c. 7).

Democracies and Oligarchies are not made by the numeri-

cal proportion of the rulers to the ruled. Democracy is the

rule of the poor; oligarchy is that of the rich (c. 8).

Democrats take Equality for their motto ; oligarchs believe

that political rights should be unequal and proportionate to

wealth. But both sides miss the true object of the state,

which is virtue. Those who do most to promote virtue

deserve the greatest share of power (c. 9). On the same

principle, Justice is not the will of the majority or of the

wealthier, but that course of action which the moral aim of


