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sonw tliorouuhfaros, load Irom tlu- hurbour lor flio Jis-

taiu'o of two mJlf'K or more to tlic mountain uj) whicli

thoy riso, with pittLy villas on oithor side, till tlirv reach

the toot of the cliH's. Tlu; Market Scimire is a fine open

space, and the ooiirt-honse and gaol stand in another

handsoni<> s(|iiare; indeed. Avilhout entering more into

particuhirs, Hamilton is rapiiil} becoming one of the

handsomest and most flourishing cities in North America.

Land in the outskirts sells for biiildhig purpostis at

ab(»ut 300/. per acre. It is a favourite mode servants

have of investing tlu'ir mon(>y in purchasing one of the

small lots into which each acre is divMed, so tiiat, when

jthey marry, they have at (jnce a spot on which to build

a cottage. Something very like the truck system is

emplo\'ed here by builders, who have little or no capital

A builder <'oes to a store-keeper, and gives him a. mcn't-

iiaixe on the bouse he is about to build, getting in re-

turn so many hundred pounds' worth of tickets, of the

nominal value ol'five or ten shillings eat-h. With these

tickets he i)ays his workmen, and for them the receiver

can take out the value in goods at the stoi'e. Instead of

a mortgage, the budder perhaps accepts a bill at six

months' date, and allo^^s the store-keei)er twenty per

cent for the acconunodation. A meeting of the principal

jnerchants was held lately at Hamilton to pnt a stop to

this very obnoxious system. There is mnch of it on the

Ottavva 1 was told.

Having met Mr. Brydges, the resident manager of

the Great Western Railway, he invited me to attend the

dinner and fete to be nivrn in honour of the opening of

that important line of connnunication. I regretted not

being able to wait till then. Mr. Why to afterwards

sent me a full account of it. Mr. Brydges was on the


