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Jes. 5, xsix.—S/jall I not visitfor these things saith the Lord >
bball not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this ?
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^ .«he prophet Jeremiah to be raifed up and

called to the prophetic office in a very degenerate aee The
floods, as well of idolatry as vice, with which .he narion hadbeen inundated, during a long reign of a cruel, wicked and.do atrous Manaffeh, had,it is t!ue,?eceived a teniporary checl,

nfoLs MiT'ff r'^^T'"^
endeavours of a virtuous andpious Johah to effea a reformation. Apoftacy had howevertaken fuch a deep root, that altho' the current of defeftion

authority, yet it does not appear that the body of the nationever concurred heartily in that reformation. Hence i" was
that nearly all its good fruit* and efflcts difappeared as foon

nrnTM ^'S.^'^^J^te offspring mounted the throne. The
prophet Jeremiah being himfelf a witnefs to this awful pro-grels m the road to ruin, was frequently fent both to thp rul-

thL':ifh"'\"''r
^"> ^''^'^ '''^^"Ss- It does not appearthat either his denunciations of impending vengeance, or his

pathetic exhortations to repentance and reformation, were
accompanied with any remarkable fuccefs. Bv his faithful
nefs he roufed the indignation of a profligatfLu , and ^i^equally profligate people, againft himfelf, and becam^ the vietim of a moll cruel and unrelenting perfecution, by which hi»

Unhke thofe prophets who foretold things which were not
to come to pafs until after the lapfe of many ages, he lived towitnefs the accomplifliment of fo'me of his moft important
predidions in the adual deftruftion of Jerufalem and thefemple, the flaughter and captivity of the principal part of

lanV"
^ '^' °^ ^°^"^ defolation '>t the whole

God was the political King and Lawgiver of the Jewifh
nation, in a fenfe which was peculiar to that people. We cannot therefore find any other nation whofe fuuation is, in all
refpecls, parallel to that of the Jews. But altho' there is a
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