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As ill New York «tiilc, tlu'sc IoIIdw fiicli ntluT in n-jfiilar su('t'('!<i*i()n.

'I'luTi' is IK) cvidt'iicc (if II Linivr nililvrhcn/ I'lmtiii or i'diiiiiiticni in the

proviiici' (if Ontiirio. '/V/c Mcdiiid foniiiilion consirtt.s lor tlio must part

of cuiij.'lununiti's iiiul y.iiniwtoni'st, witli marl,', ri'd in colour, Imldiiig but

IVw rnssils. wliil-l till' ('Union sliiilt's, ciiicari'ou!; ami arinaecous, witli

a few (lol(tniiti(' Itaiids, nnd rod or iron ore bands, siicli as may bo readily

M'cii in tilt' Niii^riira ^'nr^c and escarpments near Hamilton, are I'oUowed

by limestones and dolomites, (ompai't and cbcrty, abounding ia l'oi>sil

remains lie|(in;:in;' to the yiuiinra formation.

Tlie (i'nrl}ili formation witli its lij;lit cream-coloured dolomites forms

a not unimportant I'l rmation \vlii( li i.- Iii^lily fussililVrous, and its fauna

Inis been carefully and elaborately described by Hall, JJillings and

Wliiteaves. In many localities in Canada the Alixlina, Clinton, Niagara

and Guelpli formations yield natural gas. The Salina, Onondmja and

Walrr-Lune formations from which the salt, gypsum and cement stones

of Ontario Jire derived, consist for tlie most part of light yellowish-gray

cctmpact dolomite which ussumcs a lithographic aspect in Welland

county.

fntcriiir Conlinvntal I'lain.—At Cross hike rapids, and nei.r the fo"t

of the (irand rajiids, on the lower Saskatchewan, as well as on the cast

side of Kako Winnipegosis, in portions of the province of Manitoba, as

well as in the district of Saskatclu'wan, light yellowish-gray limestones,

and cream-coloured dolomites sometimes porous, underlie the rocks of

Devonian age. Their geological as well as pala;ontological characters

have recently been nuide known by Messrs. Tyrrell, Dowling and Dr.

Whiteavcs and are referable in part to the Niagara fonnation. Penta-

menis (Jeciissalus is a characteristic species from this horizon.

The Cordilhran Iic(jion.—In the L'ocky mountain belt, in British

Cohunbia, Mr. McConnoll and Prof. A, P. Coleman, have examined

a number of limited areas, probably referable to this system; notably

along the Kicking Horse river, near the Glen Ogle slate (luarries, and

near the head-waters of the Columbia and Saskatchewan rivers. These

localities have afforded fine examples of the genus Halysites (probably

//. catenvlafus) usually characteristic of the Silurian.

r

I
I
i

The Devonian System. 1

The Acadian liecjinn.—In Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, where

the sedimentary formations of the palneozoic were being deposited along

a more or less sinuous and broken coast line similar to that of the present

day, many varieties of sediments occur. The only marine Devonian

known in Nova Scotia to date is found in Annapolis county in the vicin-


