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4o be shamefully defeated. It is believed, my Lord, that one of

your predecessors either Lord Stanley or Mr. Gladstone insisted

that the question should be made an open one, in order to enable

members of the Tory party to come into the' administration.

This is the general belief, but as the despatches of the Minister

are carefully concealed from the Canadian public there is no

certainty on the subject.

J shall nqt littigue your Lordship^y oiling other insfancs in which

the people ot Canadii were daceivrd at the last election. Lord Metcalfe

had an apparent triumph. His Mi.iistry elected their candidate for

Speakership by a majority of three. Had all the members been

present that majority, it is believed, would have been only one. But

Government influence was at work. One member returned on the

)iheral interest was almost immediately bought oil with office, ft is

H fact, my Lord, that he never took hi.*" seat in the House. The
people were so disgusted with his conduct that hi.s former opponent

was elected without difficulty. Sevotal of i!)e returns were contested ;

one of the most important wai that for the city of Montreal.

The petition was set aside as informal by a party vote, and the

merits never enquired into. 'I'he petitioners believe tirat they were
Ireated with the grossest injustice, ami the fact is notorious that the

present members lor Montreal novtv could have obtained, and could not

now obtain, a majority of the votos of the qualified electors. And
yet, uiy Lord, by this .Montreal election, illep'ally carried, Lord

Metcalfe obtained his majority. I shall trouble your Lordship with

with one'or two more election ravscs. The return of Mr. Small, a

member of the late adminif-tiation, was petitioned again.st on the

ground of want of qualification. The <^iov."nment party had a ma-
jority on the committee, and not (»nly was Mr. Small, who had

proved a sufficient qnalificuiioii Hccordinir to F^nglish decision.-^,

unseated, but his opponent, with a minority of votes, was declared

t!ie sitting member. The return of Mr. (iowan, Grand Master of

the Oransjemen, was petitioned against, also, on the ground of want
of qualification. The House, by a party vote, refused to entertain

the petition on account of an alleged error in a point of form. The
return of Mr. Riddell, a supporter of the Govrrnment, was petitioned

against by Mr. Hincks, n member of the late administration. In

this case alone, a majority of liberals was fciruck on the committee.

The Governntenl party alfempted to pass a resolution that the

committee was dissolved at the opening of the second session, but

although the whole influemie of the adtninistralion was brought to

hear in its favour, it was lo^t. Their next atteuipt w;as more sur-

cessful. They opened negotiations with one of the liberal members
of tlie committee, with a view to his appointment to office, and

succeeded in inducing him to accept three offices in his own district,

and to abandon his seat. The vote of that member decided the

contest against Mr. Hincks and in favour of Mr. Riddell, and before

the scrutiny had ferminai.J I .? actually accepted office, and left the

committee. I feel assn>-e(*, my Lord, that yon will find some diffi-

culty in crediting these fe.(aiements. Finquire, I beg of you, into the"

I

%


